(410 COPACARTA
JOURNAL OF CUPAPhIL,
The Colombia-Panama Philatelic Study Group
Box 2245, El Cajon, CA 92021
JIM CROSS, Editor
Aut.iUal 19OO

VOLUi4z. Iv, Number i

ALL ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS JOURNAL MAY BE REPRIN'T'ED OR SUWARIZED
PROVIDING THAT CREDIT IS GIVEN TO COPACARTA AND THE AUTHOR
IN THIS ISSUE
COPAPHIL NEWS
Report Fran NAERIPEX by Jim Cross
FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK
The Exploration Line by Eenwood N. Kelly
A Unique Colanbia Cover
Colombia, 25 Centavos of 1870, Large Used Multiple Found
TREASURER'S REPORT
PREGLNTAS
COPAPHIL AUCTION - PRICES REALIZED
The Republic of Colanbia, 1886
Panama: 1887-1888 Issue. A Review by Jim Cross
The Postal Markings of Panama, 1878-1906
by Lawson P. Entwistle and Dr. Ernesto Arosanena N.
Some Thoughts on 19th Century Covers and Used Postal Stationery
by Jim Cross
SPACE FILLERS
CTASSIFIED ADS

COLo N
(Id 22

• "T"FkANSI t

A Unique Colanbia Cover - See article on Page 9
-1-

2
4'

7
8
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17
19
22
22

AUGUST 1986

COPACARTA

COPAPHIL NEWS
Aided by recruiting efforts of our overseas representatives and the enrolling
of fifteen new members at AMERIPEX we begin our fourth year with a membership of
154.
New Members (thru 31 July)
Detroit MI
48231 USA
Etx 1445
167 Michael J Barie
162 Becker, Karl E
45 Wordsworth Rd.
Short Hills NH
07078 USA
USA
Address unlisted
156 Boonshaft, J. C.
Colombia
149 Bntero, Ricardo Jose Apartado Aereo 85082 Bogota
Somers Point NH
08244 USA
172 Broanall, Charles L 7 Harried Ave.
Panama
150 Carbonell, Victoria Box 6-815 El Dorado Panama
PAC 077 Box 37301
Washington DC
166 Carlson, John W.
20013 USA
33595 USA
153 Grigore Capt Julius Jr 425 Harbor Dr So Venice FL
Box 11172
Panama
6 Panama
151 Riefler, Juan F.
Box 42711
Cincinnati OH
45242 USA
155 Maifeld, Ronald
Eta 11460 CCNU
Quito
FL-uador
157 Maier, Dr. George
170 Markovits, Robert L Box 891
Middletown NY
10940 USA
169 Menuz, Wayne
2854 Cherry Ave.
San Jose CA
95125 USA
Marine IL
164 Millett, Dr. Richard Box 473
62061 USA
Mercer Island WA
98040 USA
litlX 998
159 Parker, Del
Flushing NY
USA
133-37 41st Rd.
160 Paz-Rovira, Diego
State College PA
16804 USA
Box 589
147 Perotti, R. F.
148 Sander, Bernd
Ave. 2a Norte 4-06 Cali
Colombia
Bale D'Urfe PO
H9X3K9 Canada
161 Sanford, Kendall C. 47 Lombardy
No Miami Beach FL 33179 USA
1160 NE 196 Tarr
171 Schmutz, Hans Cr
Maidstone Cnt
NOR1KO Canada
Fox 56
165 Simrak, Ray
Plymouth MN
168 Twedt, David M.
2625 Alvarado Ln
55447 USA
Colombia
163 Uribe-Jaramillo Rodrigo Apartado 25766
Bogota
22192 USA
154 Wasz, B. Bruce
12560 Armada PL
Woodbridge VA
158 Weda, Paul
Drakenburg 29B
Rotterdam
3005XC Netherlands
152 Wilkinson, Anthony L #4 278 Washwood Heath Rd Birmingham
88 2NS England
Mr. Maifeld and mr. Becker collect Latin America. Mr. Boonshaft collects
airmails. Mr. Weda collects Latin America except A-B countries. Mr. Parker
collects Canal Zone. Mr. Sanford collects air crash and survey flight covers and
SCADTA "MANCOMM" labels and markings. Mr. Simrak collects SCADTA, U.S. and Canada.
Sr. Sander collects SCADTA, Colombian manuscript cancelations, postal history of
Cartagena and Barranquilla plus old Gennan states. Sr. Botero collects Colombia
classics, SCADrA and Antioquia. Sra. Carbonell collects Panama and has published a
specialized album for Pamama. Mr. Perotti collects Colombian stamps plus early
airmail covers. Sr. Kiener collects Parana, Canal Zone, Switzerland, Germany and
Hong Kong. Mr. Wilkinson collects Colombia to 1930, covers end postal merk.ings,
Panama to 1903 and covers from off-shore islands of all Latin American countries.
Mr. Eerie collects Central America. Mr, Carlson has begun to specialize in Canal
Zone, Panama and Columbia to 1904. Mr. 1Wedt is a beginning collector of Colanbia.
Mr. ik.'nuz collects worldwide postal stationery. Mr. Broomall is a general collector
who specializes in Panama and the Canal Zone as well as Latin America. Eight
changes of address were received. Alt are included in the revised membership
listing mailed with this copy of the journal.
A number of decisions were taken by the Board of Directors during its meeting
at AMERIPEX. General membership meetings will be scheduled during alternate years.
The next meeting will be held at BALPFX 88 in Baltimore Md., the first weekend in
September 1988. Regional meetings will be held in alternate years. Meetings have
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tentatively been scheduled for CAPER, Toronto, Canada; SESCAL, Los Angeles
FLOREX during next year. Additional information will be forthcoming.

CA;

and

A regional meeting of COPAPHIL will also be held this year at SALpEX which is
held at the Hunt Valley Inn, Interstate 83 and Shawan Road. The meeting and a
program will be held on Sunday, August 31 at 4:00 P.M. All members, especially
those living in the Eastern United States, are urged to attend.
Jerrold Podoff has accepted the task of drafting revised COPAPHIL by-laws. We
have obtained the by-laws of a number of other similar organizations which he will
use as a guide. Due to the distances involved it has not been practical to hold
regular board meetings. Business of the group has been conducted by mail and by
discussions of those board members who have been able to attend annual and regional
meetings. Cur board members living overseas have been unable to attend these
meetings and it is unrealistic to expect than to attend at their own expense.
Therefore, as an interim change, the Board decided to change the status of these
positions to Overseas Representatives responsible for coordinating COPAPHIL
activities in their area. An additional position was created for Colombia and South
America and Jairo Londono-Tamayo, a distinguished philatelist from Colombia, has
accepted this position joining Ernesto Arosemena, Overseas Representative for Panama
and Central America and Eric Harris, Overseas Representative for the United Kingdom
and Europe. David Leeds of Los Angeles, a long-time collector of the Canal Zone and
Panama and former editor of the publication of the Canal Zone Study Group was
appointed to the Board. Another new board member is Alex Hendon, a distinguished
Colombia collector and former President of the Collectors Club of New York, Debbie
Friedman was selected to continue as President for the 1986-1987 membership year.
Wenty two members and guests were present at our general membership meeting
President Debbie Friedman discussed future plans. Two major items of business were
discussed. The first was the proposal to organize specialized study circles within
COPAPHIL taking as a model the group headed by Bob Mitchell which has been working
on Colombian Postal Stationery for sane time. A number of individuals present
volunteered to serve as leaders for circles in their areas of interest. As a result
of this discussion a letter giving more details and a questionaire are being mailed
with this issue of the journal.
The second proposal was to hold a COPAPHIL xerox competition of one frame
exhibits in the alternate years when no annual meeting is held. This was also
favorably considered. Plans for the competition are being developed and will he
announced in the next issue of the journal. An entry deadline of May 1 will allow
time for judging the entries so they can be displayed at our 1987 regional meetings.
Manbers who have never previously exhibited any part of their collections are
especially encouraged to enter. The one frame (16 page) format offers the
opportunity to exhibit interesting areas of Colombian and Panamanian philately not
normally exhibited due to lack of material. Start planning your exhibit now.
With help from the authors we were able to obtain 100 copies of the excellent
handbook, "Los Primeros 50 Anos de Correo Aereo en Colombia". This 326 page soft
cover book in Spanish and English is the best available reference on Colombian
ainnails and includes 1975 estimated values for SCAETA Consular Overprints. New
books have been unavailable in the U.S. and used copies have sold for as much as $35
at auction. Manbers desiring to purchase a copy may send a check made out to
COPAPHIL for $15.00 plus $1.50 postage ($4.50 postage for members residing overseas)
to George Mayer, 462 Auburndale Ave., Akron OH 44313. Limit 2 copies per member.
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REPORT FROM AMERipLX
by Jim cross

Attendance of COPAPHIL members at AMERIPEX was excellent. Nine overseas
members signed our register at Booth 23 including Jairo London() and Hugo Goggel from
Columbia, Ernesto Arosemena and Victoria de Carbonell from Panama, George McCarty
from Costa Rica, George Maier from Ecuador, Paul Weda fran the Netherlands, Brian
Moorhouse from England and Finn Stjernholck from Cesmark. They were joined by 43
members fran the United States and Canada making our total attendance 52.
Special thanks are due to Herb Tindall, Antonio Chedid, David Leeds, Bob
Sheck, Henry Madden, Thomas Myers, Gerard Marque, Jerrold Bdatf, Robert D'Elia,
Howard Frame and Larry Crain who assisted Debbie Friedman and Jim Cross in keeping
our booth manned at all times. (My apologies if I overlooked anyone else who
helped). Thanks are also due to Sylvia Garcia-Frutos, Bill Goldsmith and Mercedes
Rosende of the Cuban Philatelic Society who sat in for us during our meetings. This
large staff was in contrast to several other societies much larger than COPAPHIL
that left their booth =manned for long periods during the show.
Colombia and Panama exhibits at AMERIPEX with the awards won are listed at the
and of this article. In addition to the scheduled COPAPHIL events a number of the
exhibitors including James Helene, Debbie Friedman, Alex Rendon, Hugo Goggel, and
Jairo Inndono and David Leeds conducted walk-throughs of their exhibits. A number
of these presentations were taped. The second general membership meeting was used
for slide presentations of Panama by David Leeds and previewing of the COPAPHIL
slide show, "Colombia, Land of Philatelic opportunity".
With Antonio Chedid as host, 18 members and guests dined at a Peruvian
restaurant in downtown Chicago on Sunday evening, 25 May. The food and beverages
were authentic Peruvian, including Pisco sours, hors d'oeuvres including ceviche and
cold tamales and a main course of Peruvian paella washed down by Peruvian beer. I
was pleasantly surprised by the mild flavor of the ceviche, not the throat-searing
experience which I have experienced on other occasions. Unfortunately, a schedule
conflict prevented our exhibiting members fran attending.
The AMERIPEX bourse was well patronized. The majority of dealers were fran
the United States. The next largest group were the British dealers. I an aware of
only two major collection offerings in our area. The first by Barrett and Worthen
of San Francisco was an enormous 8-volume specialized collection of Colombian States
with an estimated catalog value of $35,000 and an asking price of $8500. It was
purchased by one of our members an the first day of the show. The second was a
collection of Colombia with four stockhooks of duplicates which I purchased fran
Harmers for Fil-Panan. Dealers seemed to have only a limited selection of stamps of
the two countries available, but a number had good selections of covers.
AMERIPEX has been well covered in the philatelic press. It was quite
successful with attendance greater than the expected 10,000 per day. In addition a
large number of school children visited the youth area. Eealers who paid $4500 and
up for booths generally reported good sales. I noted a few dealers with mainly
inexpensive material. In my experience it is not possible to sell enough of this
material at a show to cover daily expenses and I wander how well they did. However,
although the show was a success for the organizers and for COPAPHIL, I was somewhat
disappointed. I don't agree with Bill Welch's assessment in the American
Philatelist that it was "nearly perfection", and " a new standard for stamp
exhibitions".
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The O'Hare Exhibition Center is a large facility, but in my opinion it was not
large enough for AMERIPEX. I remember that this was also a problem of SIPEX in
1966, where the Shoreham Hotel was extremely crowded. It compares very unfavorably
with the Amsterdam show which I attended in 1977. I understand the site was not the
first choice of the show organizers. There are a number of convention centers in
the United States which would have been far more suitable; the Long Peach and
Baltimore Convention Centers irrmediately came to mind. All of the space at O'Hare
was used. Exhibits and booths were crowded together with almost no open areas.
Except for limited seating near the entrance there was nowhere for visitors to
relax, have a snack and a quiet conversation with old friends and acquaintances.
Due to fire regulations neither dealers nor societies could have chairs outside of
the booth and all business had to be done while standing. Space for meetings was
inadequate and many meetings had to be held in the Hyatt Hotel next door. The hotel
did not devote all of its roans to AMERIPEX visitors and incredibly scheduled a
state Knights of Colcmbus convention for the first weekend of APIERIFTX.
plaint was the total absence of drinking water in the convention
A major cuti
center. The snack bars sold ice water for 10 cents; the most useful item at the
INcept for the Chicago
booth was a cup to use to get water from the restrcom.
Club which was reserved for exhibitors, judges and other VIP's, there were only a
snack bars serving convenience foods and no place to sit down while eating. The
main entrance has limited lobby space and there was no side entrance in use for show
workers. On the first day the crowd was so dense around the main entrance a half
hour before the opening that I was unable to get through with our material on a
handcart to get to the security booth to pick up my badge.
Parking was $4.00 per day and the parking lot is inadequate. The overflow
parking lots are sane distance away, unpaved and muddy when it rains. Their price
is still $4.00. A plus is the location on the mass transit system, but this was
not stressed in the pre-show publicity. There are many good motels with
moderate prices in the area and a list of these with their rates could have been
included in the publicity to assist visitors on a limited budget. My motel, a
former Hyatt Chalet, located 8 miles fran the show site had double roans for $28
with a continental breakfast included. There were two motels with even more
reasonable rates within walking distance of the Convention Center. All restaurants
in the show area were expensive, except for an excellent Chinese restaurant within
walking distance.
I understand that plans are underway to bid for the next U.S. Intentional
show for New York in 1996. I think it would be a major mistake if these plans go
through. Downtown New York is the ultimate high rent district. There have already
been four International shows in New York and there has never been one held west of
the Mississippi. The Los Angeles area offers several outstanding facilities in
addition to the Long Peach Convention Center. A show held in California in January
or February would have the additional attraction of a midwinter vacation for many
American and European visitors.
Attendance at our scheduled events was good, but not outstanding, considering
the quality of the presentations. Only 10 persons attended our second general
ileting at which David Leeds showed sane excellent slides of seldom-seen Panama
material. The accoustics in the crowded center are not good and the public address
system was seldom used, except to announce to the children the arrival of Mickey
House. I believe that an hourly general announcement calling attention to the time
and that meetings were about to start would have been helpful. It could have
referred the public to the show program for details.
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List of AM PEA[ Exhibits of Colanbia and Panama with Awards

Court of Honor, Aristocrats of Philately
Colombia 10-centavo airmail of 1920 without Surcharge, Alex Rendon.
Championship Class
Colombia by Juan Santa Maria. Specialized collection of the first issues with
varieties, errors, cancellations, including the period of 1859-1870.
Colombia: Airmails by Eugenio Geheuer, Venezuela.
by

Colombia Airpost: The Issues of the Campania Columbiana de Navegacion Aerea
Alex Rendon.
Postal History

Via Panama by Torbjorn Larsson-Fedde, Norway. Postal History. Mail in
transit from the Chagres River to Panama City. British Consular mail, etc. Silver.
Aerophilately
Canadian Pioneer Airmail Covers and Stamps and Canadian SCADrA by Ray Simrak,
Canada. Early pioneer airmail covers, seni-official airmail stamps and covers,
Canadian SCADrA, government issues, die proofs and outinercial covers. Vermeil.
Colombia Air Post by Deborah Friedman. From Knox Martin to the
pre-international mail system, showing the development of SCADTA. Gold.
SCADTA by Bernd Sander, Colombia. Exhibit of airmail material of the
Colanbian-German Air Transport of the years 1920-1930. Gold.
Traditional Philately
Classic Colombia (1859-1870) by Hugo Goggel, Colombia. Selected pages fran a
highly specialized collection. Large Gold plus FIP special prize.
Selection of Colanbian Classics fran 1859 to 1868 by Felipe Toro, Colanbia.
Vermeil.
Postmarks used in the State and Department of Antioquia. Colombia by Augusta
Peinado, Colanbia. Collection specializes in the different cancellations,
espcially on the 10-centavos stamps. Specimens and blocks of 4. Vermeil.
Unites States of Colanbia, 1868-1886 by Jairo Londono, Colombia. Stamps mint,
used, blocks, etc. Prephilatelic postmarks, varieties, covers, douunents, etc.
Large Vermeil.
Panama: 1887 Issue. Research Presentation of the Multiple Lithographic
Differences for each of the Seven Values and the Various Papers Used by Janes Helme.
Large Vermeil with Felicitations of the Jury.
Panama overprinted Canal Zone 1904-1924 by David Leeds. Shows an array of
Panama stamps overprinted for use in the Canal Zone including errors and proofs of
most issues from 1892-1921. Large Vermeil.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK

AMMIPEX is now history. Fbr those of you who made the trip, it was an
experience that will not be soon forgotten. Our lounge was a lively center of
activity and thanks are due to the many members who lent a hand. It was great to
have had the chance to meet so many of you. As a result of our presence, we
obtained 15 new members, so that we now number 154.

A surprise awaiting members who came to AMERIPEX was the availability of "Los
Primeros Cincuenta Anos de Correa Aereo en Colombia" by Eugenio Getauer and Jairo
Londono. It is a major bilingual reference book and had long been unavailable in
the U.S. except at auction. Through the efforts of Senor Gebauer, Avianca released
to COPAPHIL a limited number of the copies still in their possession in Bogota.
Many were sold at the show and the others are reserved for mail orders by members
who were not in Chicago (See page 3 for details). As a result of Senor Gebauer's
thoughtful efforts to help us, you not only have a chance to acquire a book which
should be in your library, but also to benefit our treasury. Earnings from sales of
the book will be eannarked for a publication fund.
Very special congratulations are due to Jim Cross. Due to his efforts as
editor of COPACARTA, Volume III of our journal received an AMEFtIPEX silver award.
This is a major award in an international literature competition and is recognition
of the excellent journal that COPAPRIL has. Page 6 contains a report on the
Colombia and Panama exhibits at PMERIPFX. Taken as a group, these exhibits provided
a chance to see many remarkable and seldom seen items. Our meetings and programs at
AMERIPEX have led to the launching of several new activities, We have decided to
start a number of study circles to bring together members to work in specialized
areas. My letter announcing this activity is being mailed with this issue. This
activity would not have been productive until our recent membership growth.
Another important decision we made was to have our first major meeting and
exhibition at a national show. After considering our options, the Board has made a
commitment to have our show at RALPEX '88. This is a truly outstanding national
show and their show Chaiunan is delighted with the prospect of having us °one to
Baltimore. Mark your calendar for Labor Day weekend, 1988. Approximately 100
16-page frames are reserved for our group and the minimum exhibit in their
competitive class is only two frames. If you have never exhibited, now is the time
to start working on sanething. You will have an ideal audience. In the interim, I
hope sane of you will be willing to organize a regional meeting and/or a program at
a national show in your area. If you are interested, please let me know well in
advance so I can serve as a clearing house. Keep in mind COPACARTA's publishing
schedule (August, November, February, May) for publicity.
In the midst of all this activity aad gruwta, the Board has evaluated our
financial position. Postage costs have increased since we established our dues
structure and now printing costs have significantly increased. The dues no longer
cover the cost of printing and mailing the journal. Only the generosity of several
members has given us a margin to work with. If we are to support expanded
activities, we must build up our treasury. After discussion at both the membership
and board meetings in Chicago, we have decided to realign the dues structure. Fbr
all new members and renewals after August 1, dues will be $7 in the U.S. and Canada
and $10 overseas. There will no longer be a discount for A.P.S. members. A new
category of contributing members has been established to recognize those who
contribute at least $5 annually above their basic membership.
Debby Friedman
-7-

AUGUST 1986

COPACARTA
THE EXPLORATION LINE
by Denwocd N. Kelly

REPRINTED FROM THE CINDERELLA PHILATELIST, APRIL 1963 BY PERMTSSION OF THE AUTHOR,
In the Septenber 1962 issue of The Stamp Magazine there appeared an
illustration of the 5 cents denomination of a mystery set of "Exploratioon Line"
stamps", along with a request for information fran Mr. H. F. Rooke. Not then being
a subscriber to the magazine, I missed the note, but a few weeks ago, in the course
of correspondence with Mr. Rooke, he called it to my attention. Dor what it is
worth, and as I have been able to reconstruct it, here is the story of these
"Cinderellas".
They were prepared for the use of Dr. Francis C. Nicholas, who for many years
did mineralogical prospecting in South and Central America for various Pmerican
mining interests. In later life, Dr. Nicholas became the dean of the Maryland
Academy of Sciences in Baltimore, as well as a founder of the Anerican International
Academy. He died in 1938 in about his eightieth year.

Fig 1. Canposite pane of 18 of the Exploration Line stanps shading the
arrangement of denominations
FOr several years in the nineteen-twenties the Baltimore Philatelic Society
met at the Maryland Academy of Sciences and, being interested in stamps, Dr.
Nicholas was a regular attendant at the meetings. I an sure that most of the
relatively few copies of the Ekploration Line stamps seen today came fran gifts fran
Dr. Nicholas to members of the Baltimore Society. According to several of my
friends who were active in the Society at that time, the doctor always regarded the
stamps as "rarities that someday might be valuable" and insisted that none were sold
to stamp dealers.
The stamps were supposed to have been used between 1899 and 1903 while Dr.
Nicholas was prospecting in the region of the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta mountains

in the northern tip of Colanbia, near Rio Hacha. According to Dr. Nicholas, the
stanps were prepared for the prepayment of charges for letters and parcels to be
carried by Indian couriers or porters to and from the mining outposts he and other
prospectors established. Theoretically, payment was to be made in silver and the
chief of the tribe which furnished the porters was to cancel the stanps by "placing
his mark" upon than. Dr. Nicholas also used to say that the rearrangement of the
sane four basic colours in each denomination was a device to prevent cheating by the
porters, who were largely illiterate -- supposedly they would recognize given
combinations of colours as having specified values. He admitted that the line was
never a success and that "very fed" of the stanps were ever used.
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I an sure that the colour combinations had nothing to do with value
recognition by the porters -- it would have been so much simpler to achieve this
purpose by the use of a single colour for each stamp. The stamps were lithugLaphed
in the United States and the combinations of the sane four colours in each stamp
permitted all values to be printed in the same sheet in one series of "runs" through
the press. this made possible a lengthy set at minimal cost. I find it very
difficult to believe that Dr. Nicholas originally had no thought of selling any of
these stamps to collectors, had the enterprise been enough of a success to arouse
philatelic interest. Why bother to print than in four colours unless to increase
their appeal to collector buyers? Equally, however, I an satisfied that the
doctor's statanent that none were sold to dealers was essentially true; otherwise
the stamps would be far can/loner to-day than they are.
Figure 1 illustrates a codplete canposite pane of 18 containing two of each of
the nine values in the set. The design is essentially similar for each
denanination, only the value inscriptions and panels being different. As mentioned
previously, the same four colours (green, blue, red and gold) appear in each stamp.
They were lithoyiaphed on white wove paper, perforated 12, and the gun was yellowish
and faintly crackly. I have a fragment of printer's waste oamprising an upper right
corner block of 15 (5x5) Sic! with the various colours completely out of alignment,
the blue colour being displaced downward. The only interesting thing about this
piece is part of an inscription at the top: MANUFACTURERS/MEW YORK. BOSTON. Fran
the position of this inscription frayment to the left of the block I would guess
that the sheet size was 72 (12x6), euvrising four panes of 18 each.
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Fig 2. Strip of three of the Pago labels
Each denanination is known "cancelled" with wavy lines (apparently four), I
think from a rubber roller handstamp, in purplish black ink. Those that I have seen
all have full gun, and on the backs of mine is an offset of the sane wavy lines;
obviously full sheets were cancelled and stacked.
That Dr. Nicholas had other interests in things philatelic is evidenced ay two
Mexican "Cinderellas" of the 1914 Revolution Period in my collection, one of which
is illustrated in Figure 2. There were two denominations of these "PALO" labels, 1
ctvo and 2 ctvos., handstamped apparently from a metal die in greyish black on pink
and bluish grey wove paper, respectively, and very roughly perforated about 9. I
have one of each on cover addressed to Dr. Nicholas, woo at that time was in Sonora
as a medical officer with the Red Cross. Figure 3 illustrates one of these covers,
nicely postmareked with apparently genuine government postal markings of Poza, a
small station on the Ferrocarril Shad Pacifico, near Carbo, as well as the handstanp
of the railway station at Poza. These covers are both obviously philatelic and I
strongly suspect that Dr. Nicholas had something to do with the "stamps" themselves.
I obtained then from the estate of an old-time Baltimore collector who was active in
the Baltimore Philatelic Society when it was meeting at the Maryland Pcadeny of
Sciences.
For most of the background on the Exploration Line stamps and on Dr. Nicholas,
I an indebted to my old friend, Dr. Albin H. Warth and to Dr. James C. Bartlett, Jr.
Both of these gentlemen knew Dr. Nicholas personally and secured sane of his stamps
-9-
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directly from him. Fran Academy records in their possession, it was possible to
"place" Dr. Nicholas in Colombia and Mexico.
Needless to say, I would be most happy to hear from anyone who can add
anything to the stories of either the aploration Line stamps or the PAGO A. de C.
(obviously "Pago Adninistracion de Correos") s .s of Mexico.
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Fig 3 lc. black on pink on a cover addressed to Dr. Nicholas at Garbo, Sonora,
and redirected to Poza.
Editor's Note: Mr. Kelly was not aware of Dr. Nicholas activities in Rio
Hacha. See "Dr. Nicholas and the Rio Hacha Bisects on Cover", COPRA, Vol II,
Number 2, Novenber 1984.
A Unique Colombia Cover
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Illustrated on page 1 of this issue thru the courtesy of Alex Rendon is an
1878 cover from Medellin to New York franked with a Colombian 10 centavo stamp of
1877, a Colombian 25 centavo stamp of 1870 on blue paper and a Great Britain 4 pence
stamp. It shows one of the methods by which a letter could be sent from Colombia to
a foreign country prior to 1881 when Colombia joined the U.P.U. The 10 centavos
stamp paid the postage within Colombia for a single weight letter. The 25 centavos
stamp showed payment of that amount as a deposit for the purchase of the foreign
postage needed to send the letter to the country of destination. The Colombian
exchange office (Barranquilla, Cartagena, Colon, Panama, Buenaventura or Tumaco)
paid the British postage on covers bearing this stamp. The Colombian stanps are
cancelled by a Medellin oval. Transit markings and the British cancelation are
illustrated above. This is one of two known surviving covers illustrating this
service, the other has the 25 centavos Ceposito stamp of 1866, Scott J1.
Canilo A. Mueses in his book, "Seebeck, Heroe o Villano?", p. 100 indicates
that Juan Santa Maria investigated the archives of Antioquia and found an original
letter from Nicholas Seebeck offering his services in preparing postage stamps for
use by the state postal service, but that these were not accepted. It is possible
that this cover contained the official reply to that offer. A similar offer
accepted by the State of Bolivar led to the issues of that state for 1879-1885.
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COLOMBIA, 25 CEN'TAVOS OF 1870, LARGE USED MJLTIPLE FCLIND
Pictured helcm is a used block of 40 of the Golcrnbia 25 centavos of 1870,
which sold in the Bexar auction of 29-30 March 1986. The block, the largest known
used multiple paid 10 Pesos postage, probably on a parcel, from Pamplona on Jul 5,
1888. The previous article discusses the special rate for which this stamp was
originally issued. Wen Colnrnbia joined the U.P.U. in 1881 the stay was no longer
needed to indicate payment of the foreign postage deposit and apparently sane post
offices still had quantities on hand as late as 1888. The block was purchased IN
one of our manhers. Illustration courtesy of manter, William Shelton, owner of the
Baxar Stamp Auctions.
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TREASURER'S REPORT

BALANCE SHEET as of 30 June 1986

INCOME STATEMENT 1 July 1985-30 June 1986

mac

ASSETS
Cash in Bank
Petty Cash
TOTAL

2000.00
101.66
2101.66

LIARTLITIES
Advance Dues (124)
Auction Suspense
TOTAL

779.00
341.00
1120.00

NET inURTH
Balance 30 June 1985
Net Income 1985-1986
TOTAL

Membership Dues (129 members)
771.00
Contributions
251.50
COPACARTA Back Issues
176.65
Sale of Colombia Airmail Handbook 526.50
OOPACARTA Advertising
22.00
Interest
51.92
TOTAL INOOME
1799.57
EXPENSE
Printing
Postage
Supplies
AMERIPEX Bboth
Slide Show
Colombia Airmail Handbook
TOTAL EXPENSE

659.37
322.29
981.66

NET IN=

658.92
494.25
71.23
200.00
10.88
42.00
1477.28
322.29

The auction suspense account contains receipts for lots from the May 1986
auction. Sane of this amount is due to consignors, the rest will be income from
auction commissions and donated lots once the auction settlement is completed.
The Colombia Airmail Handbook expense account reflects only the costs cf
shipping the handbooks from New York to AMERIPEX and does not include the costs of the
handbook to COPAPHIL.
Significant supplies on hand include $138.64 in postage, 480 6x9" mailing
envelopes, 12 L'uuplete sets of COP/CARTA Vblunes I-III, and 50 additional copies of
the Colombia Airmail Handbook.

PRICE LISTS, $2.00 AGAINST FIRST ORDER
1. PANAMA, PRE-INDEPENDENCE & BRITISH PO
PANAMA, POST-INDEPENDENCE ORDINARY &
2.
8.0.B., RARITIES-ERRORS-PROOFS-COVERS
3.

COLOMBIA WATERLOW FILE SHEET
AND IMPERFORATE PLATE PROOFS
GEORGE MCCARTY D.
APARTADO 6737
SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA
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COPACARTA

AUGUST 1986
PRFGUNTAS

ANSWERS TO PREVIOUS PREGUNTAS:
8405-1. Nuneral Cancelations.
The numeral zero cancelation was mainly used on pre-stamp letters to designate
registered mail. This marking was stamped in each corner of the cover. It was also
used on pre-stamp letters to make up a rate marking, i.e. "10". Numerals 0-9 were
used in addition to a 1/2. When used to cancel stamps the markings have no special
significance. All numerals are known on loose stamps struck in black, blue and red
inks. (W.B.)
8505-2. Seal of Distrito Federal.
The seal of the Distrito Federal was probably used as an official seal for
Departmental posts. The Distrito Federal de Cundinamarca was created by national
decree No. 769 of 7 Nove 1885 under President Nunez and was formed fran the
territory of the former Estado Soberano. It lasted until Oct 2, 1886 when, as a
result of the new consitution, the states were transformed into departments. (W. B.)
8508-2. Cristobal Camp Marking.
The pictured marking is a fraudulent marking added to a genuine cover. The
key clue is that the type style used did not come into use until several years after
the date the cover was mailed. (L.E.)
8605-1. Almaguer Provisionals.
The town of Almaguer is located in Cauca between Popayan and Pasta. It is a
snail town in the mountains to the east of the main highway between those two towns.
The stamps are cinderellas and will be the subject of an article by Alan Anyon in
the next issue of COPACARTA. (A.A.)
8605-2. Leticia Airmail Service.
The town of Leticia was the subject of a border dispute which was settled
through League of Nations mediation. Airmail service was provided by Colambian
military pilots starting in 1934. This service is briefly mentioned in the Gebauer
& London() Handbook. (A.R.)
8605-3. Numeral Surcharges on Panama Stamps
This was a surcharge far revenue purposes. An article
on these stamps will appear in the next issue. (E.A.)
CUMULATIVE LIST OF UNANSWERED PRE3UNTAS
8402-1.
8402-2.
8402-3.
8411-1.
8411-2.
8505-1.

Correspondencia a Debe cancelation.
Decrees concerning Postal Rates in 1899-1903.
Information concerning Pedro Bossio.
Colanbia Scott #4 on laid paper.
Colombia Scott #286 on pelure paper.
Panama "Se Recibio Sin Estanpilla" label.
-13-
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NEW PREGUNTAS

8608-1. C.C.A.
Illustrated is a label which was affixed to the reverse of a 1925 SCAEWA
cover. Can any member supply additional information about this group? How many
issues of "Colombia Postal" were published? Can any member supply photocopies for
the COPAPHIL library?
8608-2. Bolivar 1904 Issues.
A member has obtained copies of Bolivar Scott #93-94 in unissued colors, the
1/2 and 1 centavo in red on white wove paper. The stamps are gunned and there is a
note indicating they are ex-FDR collection. Can anyone supply more infonnation
about these stanps? Are they proofs?
8608-3. Colombia Fantasy.
A member has submitted the fantasy issue shown below. It is inscribed
"CORREOS NALES/E.E.U.U. DE COLCNIBIA. The denomination is 1 Peso and it is printed
in vermillion on white paper. The copy seen has no gun. Can anyone supply more
information?
•
.
C. C. X.1
111111111 111114

lieVIOdet7ol'immkmif'colleetOmi i ,
priadpel abject af which is to bring togethar brorth. South and Central Arnetican
collectors.
All honest collectors are elei(ible for
o membership.
,
Officio/ organ: "Colombia

Postal.
President: Dr. Jose V. Gonzalez
O Vice-President: Mr. R. S. Carter
HENRY JAMES
a Director:
Office: Plazuela de San Jose.
a

8608-3

8608-1

Medellin, Colombia. south A

COPAPHIL AUCTION - PRICES REALIZED

The following prices were realized in our third COPAPHIL auction:
2
4
5
9
9A
13
15
16
18
19
25
26
27
28
32

32.00
8.00
9.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
5.50
6.00
10.00
14.00
15.00
14.00
8.00
25.00
100.00

34
39
51
52
57B
59
61
62
63
64
66
68
69
70
71

10.00
10.00
6.00
5.00
9.00
25.00
6.00
12.00
2.50
2.50
12.00
7.50
2.00
15.00
205.00

72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
96
97
103
112
113

40.00
7.50
10.00
20.00
15.00
5.00
3.00
7.50
10.00
11.00
10.00
7.50
25.00
52.50
57.50

114
25.00
151
4.00
189
16.00
46.00
153
5.50
190
115
55.00
191
23.00
124
10.00
156
10.00
128
158
10.00
192
35.00
5.00
160
10.00
129
5.00
193
15.00
164
136
45.00
20.00
13.00
194
137 50.00
166
12.00
195
30.00
70.00
167
32.00
197 150.00
138
174
10.00
11.00
200
139
7.50
201
24.00
182
30.00
144
10.00
50.00
183
30.00
146
202
22.50
12.00
184
147
22.00
203
5.50
8.00
57.50
149
186
204
3.00
187
26.00
150
6.50
(no bids were received on remaining lots)
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I

COPACARTA

AUGUST 1986
THE REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA, 1886 (Part II)
By Jim Cross

The Constititution of 1886 established the Republic of Colanbia. The former
sovereign states became departments and the power of the central government was
strengthened. However, in spite of the legal change the departments still had
considerable local autonomy, due to the geography and the difficulties of
transportation. The national coat of arras was changed by removing the nine stars
above the head of the condor which had been symbols of the nine sovereign states.
The full story of the 1886-1888 issues has never been published. Apparently a
decision was made to use up the considerable supplies of the stamps of the 1883
issue which were still available. Only four new stamps were issued in 1886, the 1
centavo, the 2 1/2 centavos Late Fee stamp, the 5 centavos and the 10 centavos. The
need for the last two is easily understood since they paid the single rate for
internal and external letters and were the denominations used most. The case of the
1 centavo stamp is more confusing. Considerable quantities of the 1883 1 centavo
stamp must have been available, since they are more cannon mint than used and it is
presumed that a large quantity were among the remainders purchased by Michelson in
1890. Perhaps the authorities planned to replace all of the stamps in 1886 and
started with the 1 centavo stamp first. The 2 centavos and 20 centavos stamps
followed in 1887 and the remaining values in 1888. John Swales, in his article
"Colombia, the 50c and 5 Pesos Values of 1886 and 1892" which appeared in the
Philatelic Journal for Oct/Dec 1964 and Jan/Mar 1965 shows that the 50c values were
prepared using transfers of the 1 centavo of 1886 and the value tablets from the
corresponding values of the 1883 issue. The 1887 20 centavos stamp contains the
spelling error "REPULICA". It was used for two years before a replacement 20c stamp
was prepared. After the distribution of the 1888 issues all unused remainders of
the previous issues were recalled and sold to Michelson. See my article on the
Michelson Reprints in the August 1984 COPACARrA.
Each of the departments that operated its own postal service also had to
change the inscriptions on stamps which read Estado Soberano. The short-lived
Panama state postal service had already been discontinued; when the 1887-8 issues
for Panama appeared they were national postage stamps prepared due to the currency
difference between Panama and the rest of the republic. Cundinamarca also
apparently no longer operated a postal service, as the 1886 issue inscribed estado
soberano was never replaced (the 1904 issue was a development in the aftermath of
"The 1000 Days").
Sane of the stamps of Antioguia had been inscribed Estado Soberano and others
had been inscribed Correos de Antioquia. The 1886 and subsequent issues used the
latter inscription. The Seebeck issues for Bolivar 'sad also been inscribed simply
Correos de Bolivar, so no change was needed and the next new issue was not prepared
until 1891.
Santander had issued its first stamps in 1884. In 1887 a new issue using the
the design of the first issue, but inscribed Republica de Colanbia, Eepartanento de
Santander was prepared.
Tolima had issued its lengthy condor issue in 1886. All three design types,
the long wings, the short wings, and the long wings without the top flagstaff are
insribed Correos dial Estado de Tolima. The replacement issue inscribed Republica de
Colombia, Departanento de Tolhna appeared in 1888. The relatively short period of
use contributed to the scarcity of the stamps of the 1886 issue.
-15-
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PANAMA: 1887-1888 ISSUE. A REVIEW
by Jim Cross

This comprehensive research article by 00PAPHIL member, Dr. James B. Helme, is
was published in installments in The Collectors Club Philatelist. The first two
installments were in the March-April issue, pp. 119-132 and the May-June issue, pp.
225-246. The final installment is appearing in the July-August issue, pp. 313-329.
Dr. Helme is also planning a companion article on the "reprints" of this stamp issue
which will appear in a future issue of the Collectors Club Philatelist.
I have already referred to Dr. Hehne's work in my review of his exhibit at
STaMpsHOW 85 which appeared in the November 1985 ODPACARTA. In my opinion this is
is one of the most comprehensive pieces of philatelic research in the last d peade.
By using audit reports of the Panama and Colon post offices which were discovered in
the archives in 1949, by patiently accumulating dated used copies for over 20 years,
and by locating previously unreported multiples and ten complete sheets of various
printings of stamps of this set, Dr. Helme has been able to reconstruct the probable
deliveries to the Panama and Colon post offices. He has confirmed the existence of
two colors of paper for the lc, 2c, 10c and 20c stamps of this issue, the existence
of two colors of printing ink for the 50c stamps on wove and pelure papers, and the
existence of four colors of paper for the 5c stamp. He has established the nunber
of lithugiaphic stones used for each value and illustrates with enlarged photographs
how to recognize stamps printed from each. The final article will discuss
identification of the reprints, which were prepared from new stones, probably taken
from the same master die.
He documents the relative scarcity of the 2 centavos stamp, presenting a
strong case for major upward adjustment of its catalog values. Supplies of this
stamp were exhausted in the Panama post office by 1891 and no 2 centavos stamps were
available until the delivery of the American Bank Note issue in Jule 1892. He
reports on the scarcity of stamps used on cover; a single use of the 1 centavo to
pay the circular rate, no examples of the 2c used on cover, and no known cover
showing the 5c used from Panama for the internal letter rate.
Fran the canplete sheets that he has located and the partial reconstruction of
other sheets plus further evidence from the 1894 and 1904 surcharges and overprints
on the 20c and 50c stamps, the author demonstrates conclusively that sane of the
printings were in sheets of 90 (10x9), while others were in sheets of 100 (10x10).
The stamps are discussed in the order of the deliveries from Bogota to the
Panama and Colon post offices, rather than in the traditional order by denomination.
(The Colon office was subordinate to Barranquilla rather than Panama until October
1888 and received its shipments separately via Barranquilla). Tterefore, the first
stamp discussed is the 10 centavo stamp delivered in Panama. The article ends with
a table summarizing the estimated quantities of stamps from each stone that were
included in the first and second deliveries to each Post Office, the paper colors of
each, and the quantities which were sold by the Panama post offices. For each stamp
it lists the earliest and latest dated use known from each post office (Bocas del
Toro markings are included with Colon from which the Bocas post office was
supplied).
This article is an absolute must for the library of any serious Panama
collector. Copies of the Collector's Club Philatelist are available for $5 per
issue tran the Collector's Club of New York, 22 E. 35th St., New York NY 10016 ($15
for the three issues). Xerox copies of the articles are available from the American
Philatelic Research Library. The price to A.P.S. members is $10.40 (.20/page).
-16-
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THE POSTAL MARKINGS OF PANAMA, 1878-1906 (Continued)
by Lawson P. Entwistle and Dr. Ernesto Arossnena N.

The present installment treats all of the smaller post offices. It appears
that during the earlier part of the period being considered that most of the smaller
offices were not supplied with canceling devices and the stanps were obliterated
by pen cancellations. Only five town cancellations prior to declaration of
independence have been reported. Around the time that the Fourth Panama overprints
were issued, a large nunber of the snall post offices were furnished with a canceler
that reads "ADMINISTRACION SUBALTERNA DE CORREOS", with the office name in the
center. No dates were used for thin t ype.
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SWE THOUGHTS ON 19TH CENTURY COVERS AND USED POSTAL STATIONERY
by Jim Cross
This article is devoted to a discussion of covers and used postal stationery
of Colombia and Panama fran the colonial period to 1903. Figure 1 illustrates the
earliest known colonial cover of Colanbia which is in the collection of Juan Santa
Maria. It is reproduced fran an article by the owner in the program of ESPAMER 78
which was held in Bogota. The article illustrates the pre-stamp markings used in
the Colonial period, the first Republic of Colanbia, and the Republic of Nueva
Granada with a list of the towns known to have used each type. Group VI are the
oval handstamps with town name and FRANCA, CEBE or DE OFICIO which were also used to
cancel the first issues of Colombian stamps.

9Zotr Aig

shtTott FEE

The largest recent sale of
pre-stamp covers was the Robson Lowe
auction of the Gordon R. Anstee
collection in Sale 4611, April 1981.
Lots 1001-1117 contained pre-stamp
covers including a few from what is
now Ecuador. Many lots contained
more than one cover. Most covers
were addressed to General ItImas
Mbsquera, president of Colanbia from
1845-48 and again in the 1860's.
Estinated values ranged from 30-350
pounds sterling. Most pre-stamp
covers show only the address, the
dispatching town marking, and a
handstamped number indicating the
postal rate charged and must be
dated from the contents.

Factors affecting the value of a pre-stamp cover are: (1) the scarcity and
clarity of the postal markings, (2) its condition, (3) additional markings, (4) the
nature of the contents, if available. Covers from the Mosquera correspondence with
Group VI markings were on sale at N4ERIPEX, chiefly by English dealers. I noted
NEIVA FRANCA, NEIVA DEBE, and TUNJA FRANCA. Prices began at $37.50-$45.00. Not all
covers were sold during the show. No census of Colombian pre-stamp covers has been
published. A number of the markings reported by Santa Maria may exist on only one
cover. It is not clear from the list of Group VI whether FRANCA, DEBE, and DE
OFICIO covers exist from all of the towns listed.
Only a limited nunber of covers are known fran 1859-1886. It is estimated
that less than 75 exist with stamps of the first six issues 1859-1864 and possibly
no more than 500 for the entire period. Covers from 1886-1903 are sonewhat more
numerous. Used postal cards are more cannon than covers. A majority of the
surviving covers and postal cards were sent to foreign addresses. Ekamples of the
higher values of all of the issues on cover are quite scarce to unknown. The 5 and
10 pesos stamps of 1870-1883 are known used only on receipts for gold shipments.
As Dr. Helene has reported for the Panama issue of 1887-8, the lower values on
cover are also elusive. Multiples used to pay higher rates are more cannon than
those used for the lc or 2c newspaper, circular or post card rates. I found two
covers at AMERIPEX, with lc stamps of 1883 and 1886 respeLLively. Both were priced
at $22.50 which I consider to be a bargain and had been in the dealer's stock since
1983. I have not seen a post card showing the 2c rate in effect from 1881 to 1902.
-19-

AUGUST 1986

COPALAFTA

A
The value of a used post card or stamped cover depends upon the scarcity of
the stamps or the basic piece of stationery and haw well it illustrates postal
4!
history including postal rates, markings and routes. The most cuanon used Colombian "
19th century item is the 2 centavo postal card of 1891, black on yellow buff,
Higgins & Gage #13. It was used from 1891 until 1902 and is listed used at $1.50 in
the 2nd Edition. However, this is only the base value for a card with no special
postal markings. The most tumor 19th century Colombian stamp on cover is probably
the 10 centavos brown on pink of 1892. It paid the single foreign postage rate from
1892-1899. Scott catalogs this stamp at $.40. I estimate the value of a used cover
in good condition with no unusual postal markings at 25 times this amount or $10.00.
However, most covers and used postal stationery have additional features which
enhance their value including:

(1) Postmark of originating office. Most post offices in Colombia used
several handstanps during the 19th century, the larger ones as many as several
dozen. The Entwistle/Arossnena articles on Panama markings illustrate this for
Panama and Colon. The larger cities of Colombia used at least as many. Most
postmarks of the smaller towns are quite scarce on cover as are some of the markings
of the larger post offices. Entwistle/Arosenena report only a single example of
about 30% of their markings, and this sometimes is on a used stamp and not on a
cover. A good strike of even a cannon originating postmark adds at least 50% to the
value of the cover or post card. Scarce and possibly unique markings can easily
increase the value tenfold. Although manuscript markings on stamps are fairly
ounmon, especially before 1886, only a limited number of covers are known showing
manuscript markings. My experience is that most dealers underestimate the value of
unusual markings. Pbr example: the 10 centavo used fram Anapoima which I
illustrated on the cover of the February 1985 COPACARTA is also registered and has
transit and paquebot markings. It was purchased at AMPULE( in 1977 for only
$20.00. I purchased a somewhat frayed 1902 cover showing a Sincelejo postmark,
previously unrecorded for just $5.00 at AMERIPEX.
•
(2) Transit markings. Mail originating in Colombia to foreign destinations
frequently has transit markings showing the Colombian port of dispatch; markings
frcm Barranquilla, Colon, Parana and Buenaventura are known. Many pieces of foreign
mail show the handstanp of the paquebot line that carried the letter between
Colanbia and foreign ports. These are collected by postal history specialists who
are not interested in Colombia or Panama as such. Registered mail which passed
through the United States frequently received an Exchange registration label. many
covers also have other foreign transit and arrival markings. Colombia transit
markings add $5.00 or more to the value, paquebot markings and New York Exchange
labels each add at least $10.00 to the value. Other U.S. EXchange Registration
Tahels are far scarcer.
(3) Postal rates. The most cannon covers are those that paid the rate for a
single weight letter, 5 centavos for internal mail and 10 centavos for foreign mail.
from 1881 to 1902. Multiples of lower valued stamps used to make up the rate are
scarcer than single stamps of the proper denomination and add to the value of the
cover. Covers showing payment of double, triple or higher rates are scarcer and
more valuable. Combination frankings showing payment of registration,
acknowledgement of receipt or late fees with the proper stamps for these services
are much scarcer than ordinary covers.
(4) Unusual routings or destinations. These can add significantly to the
value of an iten. An example is the cover to Qan, Persia illustrated in the article
on the Ferroni correspondence in the August 1985 issue. Tao other interesting iterns
are illustrated on the next page. Both show unusual routings and markings which
increase their value above the $1.50 shown in Higgins & Gage.
-20-

AUGUST 1986

COPACARTA

This postal card is addressed to Hoffman - La Roche and Co. in Basel,
9ditzerlandand was routed via Alexandria, Egypt. It is cancelled ty a Santa Marta
oval handstamp with flower killer without a date. The message is dated June 18,
1902. There is a Barranquilla transit marking 21 Jun 1902 at the lower right, a
blue crayon marking at the bottom "voie Alexandrie", a Suez transit marking of 23
JUL 02 at bottom left and an Alexandria date stamp of 24 VII 02 at center left. The
card arrived in Easel on 31 VII 02. The message from Dr. Ildefonso Castro requested
a sample of "Sirolina" which he pranised to recommend to his patients.

This postal card was written in Bogota on 23 May 1893 addressed to Bassano
Antonio, the Ferrari Company, Buenos Aires. There is no Bogota dispatch marking.
There is a blue Barranquilla transit marking of 1 Jun 1893 at the lower right, an
indistinct London receiving mark of 28 Jun 1893 over the address, and an inverted
Buenos Aires postmark of Ag 16 at the top center. The card was endorsed at the
bottom "no se conosce en la conpania Ferrari" (not known in the Ferrari company).
Another Buenos Aires postmark of Pig 23 was struck on the message side. The next
marking is an unexpected Rio De Janeiro date stamp of 28 Ago 93 at the upper right.
The final marking is a 31 Maio 94 handstanp in red from the Brazilian dead letter
office, 0. Geral Correios (Refugo) at the top center.
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SPACE FILLERS
by Jim Cross

I was pleased to see so many of our members at AMERIPEX. It offered a chance
to renew old acquaintanceships as well as to meet face to face many of you who were
previously only names and addresses. This year marks a milestone for COPAPHIL. INb
are now an established organization whose membership includes individuals interested
in every phase of Colcmbian and Panamanian philately, including most of the major
international exhibitors of this material.
Our journal is achieving widespread recognition. Volume III received a silver
award in the literature wupetition at AMERIPEX, not because of its glossy
appearance, but because of the merit of the material that it contained. I want to
extend my thanks to all of the authors whose contributions made this award possible.
This issue contains an additional four pages in order to bring you all of the news
of AMERIPEX. In addition a new membership roster is being printed separately.
The final installment of the article on early Panama markings is
included in this issue. I have prepared an extract (12 pages) containing all
of the markings. It is available to members for $2.00 ($3.00 to overseas
members). All new members who collect Panama stamps or covers are urged to
review their material and submit any unreported markings to the authors.
Denwood Kelly of Baltimore, no longer an active collector, is an old
acquaintance who is one of the world's forenost experts on locAl and
Cinderella material. He prepared several excellent articles for me while
was editor of the Baltimore Philatelist. It is a pleasure to reprint his
article on Dr. Nicholas' Exploration Line locals.
With a certain trepidation I have tackled the subject of pricing covers
and used postal stationery. Several dealer members have more experience with
this material than I do and their cannents are welcane. However, my purchases
at AMERIPEX, together with cr. Helme's research of the early Panmma issues and
the results of the Third COPAPHIL auction (only one member noticed sleeper lot
112, the fifth known use of Panama 8 on cover) gave me courage to fire at
least an "opening volley" at this complex subject.

CLASSIFIED
AD RATES: Classified per line.
Business cards.

One Insertion $ .50 Four Insertions $1.50.
One Insertion $1.50 Four Insertions $5.00.

BUYING: Large collections and higher value singles and sets. Harry Matasar, Box
3022, Munster IN 46321.
(TV-1)
WANIED: Covers with SCACTA consular frankings. Send xercx copy and price desired
to G. C. Mayer, 462 Auburndale Ave. Akron OH 44313.
(IV-3)
WANPED: Panama including non-Scott stamps of 1963-1970, mint LH or NH. Jim Lewis,
411 Vittorio, Coral Gables FL 33146.
(IV-3)
WANITD: REVENUES, revenue stamped paper and documents with revenues. Latin
America, U.S. and World Wide needed. Ship insured with asking price or for
immediate cash offer. W. G. Krenper, Pox 693, Bartow FL 33830.
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The stamps shown here were issued by Panama on the
7th of July to cumuemorate the Miss Universe contest which
was held at the new Atlapa Convention Center on the 21st
of July. Many of you may have watched the proceedings on
television. The 23 centavos stamp pictures the center and
the theater where the contest was held. The theater is
called the Anayansi, named after the Indian princess who
captured the heart of Vasco Nunez de Balboa. The 60
centavos stamp depicts the symbol of the Miss Universe
contest which shags a stylized drawing of a girl wearing a
pollera. The first Miss Universe contest was held in Long
Beach, California in 1952. For the first 20 years it was
held in the United States. Since 1972 the pageant has
been held in nine foreign countries throughout the world.
Luz Marina Zuluaga of Colanbia, Miss Universe of 1959 was
pictured on three ccmmemorative stamps issued by Colanbia
in that year.
PRIMER DIA DE EMISION
JUL -7.19a6
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COPAPHIL NEWS
New Members
176 Barber, Dan
173 Kretzmann, Walter J
177 Lowrie, Walter
174 Pelaez, Eugenio M.
175 Pinedo M., Morris

Box 23055

Lansing MI

48909

USA
USA

Univ of Puget Sound
Apartado 6-415
Apartado Aereo 215

Tacoma WA
Panama
Cali

98416

USA
Panama
Colombia

Resignation
135 Hirtle, Ralph L.
Dropped Non-payment of Dues
135 Goyette, Marcel E.
112 Matasar, Harry
Changes of Address
C68 Restrepo, William
C74 Shelton, William E
158 Weda, Paul

126 McMurray, William P.
145 Yee, Ricardo A.

Apartado Aereo #873
7147 N. Vandiver Rd
Drakenburg 29B

Medellin
Colombia
San Antonio TX 78209 USA
Netherlands
Rotterdam 2805XC

Mr. Barber collects airmails and philatelic literature. Sr. Pinedo collects
Colombia, Panama, Venezuela, Neth. Antilles, and several European countries. Mr.
Lawrie collects Panama, France & Col, UK, Eire and Papua New Guinea.
Due to an error in manipulating the computer file the names of our members
beginning with P were anitted from the membership roster distributed with the last
issue. A revised second page of the roster is being distributed with this issue.
Our new Board member, David Leeds, was incorrectly listed in the previous
issue as a former editor of the publication of the Canal Zone Study Group. David is
a distinguished collector and exhibitor of Canal Zone stamps, a founding member of
the CZSG and has contributed a number of items which appeared in the journal.
President Debbie Friedman chaired a small meeting at BALPEX attended by 5
members and 3 guests. She and David Leeds showed slides of things to look for in
collecting Colombia and Panama. Dr. Helmes exhibit of the 1887-8 Issue of Panama
received a gold medal and the A.P.S. Research Medal.
Ray Ireson received the grand award at NAPHILEX in Canada for his exhibit of
"The Panama Canal Story". The following members exhibited at STOCKHOLMIA '86:
Brigitte Kaplan, "Colombia Air Post", Large gold and Special Prize.
Hugo Goggel, "Colombia, 1859-1870", Large gold.
Jairo Londono, "Colombia 1863-1903", Gold.
Bernd Sander, "SCADTA", Gold.
Debby Friedman, "Colombia Air Post", Gold.
An additional 1987 regional meeting is being planned for the Garfield-Perry
March party in Cleveland, Ohio the third weekend in March. Details will be
published in the next issue of COPACARTA.
The final accounting for the Third COPAPHIL Mail Bid Sale showed a profit for
COPAPHIL of $413.97 from commissions and donated lots. S pecial thanks are due to

Finn Stjernholck, Walter Blell and Kenneth Rowe for their donations. The next sale
catalog will be mailed with the February COPACARTA. See call for lots, page 43.
-24-
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FRCM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK

It was with sadness that I recently learned of the passing of Eugenio Gebauer
after a long illness. Gebauer's name is synoncmous with Colombian Air Mail which he
collected for over a half a century. He was one of the last active collectors who
knew the men that created SCADTA and guided it through its formative years. His
talks, exhibits and writings did much to stimulate interest in this fascinating
subject.
He first published "The Air Post of Colombia" in 1963 in Caracas. This was an
expansion of Kessler's 1936 work. A new edition, with Jairo Londono as co-author
was published in 1975 by Avianca. written in Spanish and English, "Las Primeros
Anos de Correo Aereo en Colombia" is the most extensive and useful reference
available on this subject.
I was fortunate to s pend time with Eugenio this spring while he was in New
York for medical treatment. He had so much fascinating information and
recollections which he willingly shared, much of it never written dawn.
Regrettably, that information is now lost. The message for all of us is that if we
have knowledge, write about it.
Another way to share knowledge and enthusiasm about an interest is through
exhibits. While Colombia is usually well represented at International Shows,
neither Colanbia nor Panama is often shown in the United States. If even 10% of the
non-exhibitors in our membership decided to show, considerable interest would be
generated. I know that I was sold on collecting Colombian Air Mail when I saw the
exhibit of the late John Myer in the late 1960's and then heard him speak about it.
Enthusiasm can be contagious.
Debby Friedman

THE 10 CENTAVOS REGISTRATICN STAMP OF 1910
The front page article of the first issue of COPACARTA described the brief
"life" of the 1910 Registration stamp of Colombia. Illustrated below thru the
courtesty of Walter Blell who lent the item and Debby Friednan who photographed it
is one of the few surviving covers, sent August 8, 1910 from Bogota to Leipzig.
Interestingly this cover was acquired in Leipzig several years ago.
.
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THE STUDY CIRCLE CORNER

At this writing 24 members have responded to the invitation to join
specialized study circles. 11 members have offered to serve as coordinator for one
or more of the circles. We have begun to organize the circles in areas of interest
to five or more members in which someone has volunteered to serve as coordinator.
So far five circles have been organized. We could use more indications of interest
from the membership. We especially need the participation of those members who
possess specialized collections in the areas of interest to the study circles. We
especially would like to receive more response from members interested in Panama.
We have several members willing to coordinate Panama study circles, but so far no
more than three members have indicated that they wish to participate in any of the
proposed study circles.
Colombia Postal Stationery Study Circle, Robert Mitchell, coordinator. As
indicated in the president's letter announcing study circles, this group has been at
work for several years. A bibliography has been com pleted which will be published
in a future issue of COPACARTA. Eight circulars have been circulated among the
members of the group so far. These circulars have given consolidated listings of
the material appearing in catalogs including Colin and Calman, Higgins & Gage and
Ascher plus unlisted material known to members of the study circle. Each circular
also contained questions and requests for photocopies of selected material from
members. The names of members who indicated an interest in Colombian Postal
Stationery and/or Cubiertas have been forwarded to the coordinator.
Colombia Postal Markings Study Circle, Thanes Myers, coordinator. This
subject generated the most interest. Since there is much material to be covered and
many members have volunteered, the creation of sub-circles with individuals
coordinators to cover pre-stamp markings, handstamps from 1859-1886, handstamps from
1886-1904 and manuscript markings is being explored. A form is being drafted for
conducting a census of markings on stamps of the first seven issues. A circular is
planned listing the known manuscript markings and soliciting additional listings.
Howard Frame is working on tracings of the markings of Tolima as previously
announced in COPACARTA. Future plans include extending this work to the rest of the
manuscript markings.
COLUMBIA, 1904-1940 Study Circle, Bill Sauber, coordinator. This group will
study the national issues beginning with the 1904 numeral issue including back of
the book material other than airmails. Subjects which will be covered include
varieties, proofs, dates of issue, quantities issued, authorizing decrees, etc. The
group will also study the handstamped postal markings of the period.
COLOMBIA, Cinderellas & Locals Study Circle, Alan Anyon, coordinator. The
subject matter of this group is self-explanatory. Alan Anyon has already assembled
considerable information about these topics, sane of which has already appeared in
COPACARTA.
COLUMBIA, 1886-1903 Study Circle, Jim Cross, coordinator. This group will
examine the issues of the Republic from 1886 thru the 1902-1904 issues including the
pelure paper issue of 1904 and the Barranquilla issues of 1903-1904.
Cure of the first tasks of the study circles will be to assemble a bibliography
of existing publications relating to their group. The information from these
specialized bibliographies will be compiled into a composite bibliography. One of
our members has volunteered to load this information into a personal computer
database.
-26-
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PANAMA THEATER T/OKET TAX STAMPS
by Ernesto Arosemena & David Leeds

I

This article is submitted in response to question 8605-3 in the "PRGUNTAS"
column of May 1986. The "2' and "5" surcharges on values from the 1915, 1921 and
192S postage series were probably used to collect the tax on tickets sold for the
National Theater between eBret 1926 and 1931. The basis for the tax was Article 66
of Law 63 of 1917, which states that "a 2 centesimos fiscal stamp should be added to
every deposit certificate, earn receipt for house rental payment which exceeds 0/25,
and tickets to theaters or public shows [emphasis added], registered packet receipts
from shipping companies , or any other type of receipt." Later, Article 2 of Law 11
of 1e-03 increased the tax to 5 CelteSirr y and added the tax to telegraph and
telephone communications via the National Telephone lines. Since telephones and
telegraphs were also handled by the Postal Administration, fees were often collectee
with postage starve when the stock of fiscals was depleted or in short supply. The
cross use of fiscals for postal service is also a result of combined PTT services.
Overprints in Dr. Aroseuena's collection are as follows:
Panama Exposition Issue of 1915
2c on 20c, red surcharge
Same, inverted
Sc on lOc, red surcharge
Centenary of Independence Issue of 1921
2c on 8c, black surcharge
2c on 15c, black surcharge
Sc on 15c, black surcharge
Same, pair, one with 2c & one with 5c
Bolivar Con g ress
2c on 4c, black surcharge
2c on Sc, black surcharge
2c on 10c, black surcharge
An anomoly exists in a pair of the 15c 1921 where one is surcharged "5" and
the other "2'. None of the other multiples examined shows the two denominations, so
it Is probably an error with "5' instead of "2". The other variety is the inverted
surcharge of the 1915 2c on 20c, known in a block of 4. A large percentage of the
itmes are in blocks of 4. Cancelled copies have a 4Vren. double circle in violet
with an incomplete "AGENCIA...PANAMA".
On a personal note, Or. Arosemena recalls his father mentioning that the
stamps were used on tickets for the National Theater. The theater, inaugurated
Octnber 1908, had its period of greatest glory from 1910 through the 1920's, wean
renowned opera and ballet companies played. Stars included the New York
Metropolitan Opera's Adolfo Sracali, Tito Schippa, Amelita Celli and Ana Pavlova.
Later, difficult economic times and high maintenance costs made it necessary to use
the theater for activities such as school graduations and popular shows, with
progressive deterioration of the facility.
While no records are available at the Postal Administration concerning these
surcharges or their use, it should be obvious from the many "HASILITADO" issues,
both postal and fiscal, that there was a repeated shortage of commonly used
denominations, but a surplus stock of infrequently used values. Architect Guillermo
Andreve (son of the later Dr. Guillermo Andreve, Minister of State in the late
1920's) that these surcharged stamps may have been used for postage during periods
of shortage. However, the quantities issued must have been exceedingly small, and

no covers have been noted.
-27-
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USE THE COLOMBIAN AIRMAIL
Part 1 - The U.S. Agencies
by Eric Harris

4 - Additions to

Thanks to help fran other COPAPHIL members, in particular Debbie Friedman,
Alex Rendon and Jim Campbell, the following can be added to the original listing:
Agencies in New York unless otherwise stated.
Type US

2a

Similar to Type 2 (82-84 Broad Street) but CITY in caps
and lines 1 and 3 to 5 at least 5 mm shorter.
Recorded on 3 covers from Manizales 1922 -24.
Possibly applied at Barranquilla.

Type US 7a Similar to Type 7 ("Bolivarian") but generally larger type
and variations in line lengths.
Line
Tyge 7 mm
7a mm
1
86
80
2
86
80
3
32
35
4
47
57
5
84
81
6
50
59
Recorded 1930-31 on covers from Bogota and Bucaramanga,
probably applied at Barranquilla
T y pe US 9 CHICAGO Similar to US 8 but last two lines read:-

INTERNATIONAL TRADING Co
CHICAGO, 12 N.Michigan Ave.
Recorded in April and June 1924, the first on cover from
Bogota.
Type US 14 BOSTON Similar to Type US 8 but "18 days" and 6 lines,
see illustration.
Recorded on cover from Bogota in Feb. 1924 and on another
backstamped Barranquilla in March 1924.
Type US 10a BOSTON Similar to Type US 10 but new agent:ENRIQUE NARANJO
COLOMBIAN CONSULATE
10 High Street
BOSTON 9, MASS. U.S.A.
On cover backstamped Barranquilla 7 May 1926
Type US 11 ("Bglivarian") SAN FRANCISCO & LOS ANGELES
See illustration
On cover from Barranquilla May 1929
Type US 12 Three Agents - see illustration
Cover from Bogota in July 1928

-28-
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Type IIS_13 CHICAGO & BOLTTON As Type 11 ("Bolivarian")
Addresses:Illinois Merchants
Enrique NaranJo
Trust Co.
10 High Street
231.South La Salle Street
CHICAGO, ILL.
BOSTON MASS.
Recorded on cover backstamped Barranquilla May 1929.

Details of any further U.S. Agencies would be welcome.

USE THE COLOMBIAN AIR MAIL - U.S.A. AGENTS

PANAMA — COLOMBIA

USE THE COLOMBIAN AIR MAIL
IT SAV E S YOU 18 DAYS!
INFORMATION AND STAMPS:
A. P CUSHING.
Bolivian Consulate General
BOSTON. Mess. U. S. A.

—

ECUADOR

USE THE SCADTA AIRWAY SYSTEM
Saves about 10 days.
Information and ...tamps Through

Colombian California
Corporation
461 Market Street.
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.

Drochaper Co.
108 W. 6 th Si. Centre! Building

US 11

US 10

USE THE COLOMBIAN AIR MAIL
Saves 13 days
lnformahan and Stamps through
AMERICAN TRADING COMPANY. INC.,
25 Broad Street,

NEW YORK,
OR

CABRERA BROTHERS

8.

Co..

24-26 Slone Streat,

NEW VC/MK.
OR

SOUTH AMERICAN SPECIALITIES Co.,
228 1..k.

NEW

YORK.

US 12

–29–
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THE REPUBLIC OF COLCMBIA, 1886

The Census of 1869/1871 had found the population of Colanbia to be 2,951,111.
The next census was not taken until 1905 when the population was found to be
4,533,777. The population in 1886 was probably about 3,500,000. I have not seen
detailed results of these two censuses, but the report of the next census in 1912 is
available in the Library of Congress. The findings of this census give the reader
an idea of the situation in 1886. In 1912 Bogota had a population of 121,257. The
next largest city was Medellin with 71,004, followed by Barranquilla with 48,907,
Cartagena with 36,632 and Manizales with 34,720. 11 cities had a population between
18,500 and 30,000. In order of population these were Sonson, Pasta, Cali, Aquadas,
Ibague, Palmira, Neiva, Cucuta, Bucaramanga, Popayan and Cartago. Appoximately 12%
of the population lived in the 16 largest cities. In 1886 it is probable that only
the first five plus Panama had a population over 20,000.
The 1912 census reported that approximately 15% of the population could read
and write. Literacy was not spread evenly throughout the country, ranging fran 32%
in Antioquia to 8% in Boyaca. Literacy rates were highest in the cities reaching
50% in Medellin and from 20-24% in Bogota, Barranquilla, Cartagena and Manizales.
It is probable that the literacy rates in 1886 followed the same pattern, but were
somewhat lower.
The national postal service operated eight routes in 1875 according to the
Anuario de Correos i Telegrafos, most of which had a number of branches. It is
probable that these had not changed significantly between 1875 and 1886. The routes
were:
Atlantico

-

Pacifico

-

Del Sur

-

Del Norte

-

Del Noreste
De Cccidente
Oriente
(no name)

Bogota to Santa Marta
Branch - Nare to Medellin
Branch - Calamar to Cartagena
Branch - Barranquilla to Sabanilla
Branch - Santa Marta to Rio Hacha
Branch - Colon to San Andres and San Luis de Providencia
Bogota to Buenaventura
Branch - Buenaventura to Panama (and by rail to Colon)
Branch - Cali to Pupayan
Branch - Cartago to Quitdo
Branch - Cartago to Manizales
Bogota to Ipiales
Branch - Tocaima to Aqua de Dios
Branch - Tuquerres to Tomato
Bogota to San Antonia de Tachira
Branch - Tunja to Arauca
Branch - Soata to Salina de Chita
Branch - Moreno to Aduana del Meta
Branch - Sogamoso to Chameza
Branch - Sogamoso to Santa Rosa
Branch - Cucuta to Puerto Nacional
Bogota to Pamplona
Branch - Socorro to Puerto de Santander
Bogota to Medellin
Branch - Medellin to Antioquia
Bogota - Villavicencio
Bogota - Lerida

Note that mail to Colon frcm Bogota was routed via Buenaventura and Panama
-30-

COPACARTA

NOVEMBER 1986
DECREE INCREASING POSTAL RATES, 1 JANUARY 1903

As the "1000 Days" finally came to a close in November 1902, the Colombian
government was beset with a financial crisis and the value of the peso had fallen to
a small fraction of its 1899 value. In view of this the increases in postal rates
announced for 1903 was quite modest - most existing rates were only doubled. The
Decree increasing the postal rates, Number 1828 of 1902 was published in the Diario
Oficial, Number 11,788 on 14 January 1903. The translated text reads as follows:
Decree Number 1828 of 1902 (22 December) by which postal rates for internal
postal service are increased.
The Vice-President of the Republic, charged with the Executive Authority, in
the use of his legal powers decrees:
Single Article. Frcm the 1st day of January of 1903, the following tariff for
for the INTERIOR MAIL SERVICE will be in force, except in the Department of Panama
and in those towns in which the fees are paid in silver:
Stamped Letters, twenty centavos ($ 0-20) for each fifteen grams (15 gms.) or
fraction of fifteen grams (15 gms.)
Single Postal Card, five centavos ($0-05).
Double Postal Card or Card with the Reply Paid, ten centavos ($0-10).
Newspapers, four centavos ($0-04) for each package with a single address for
each fifty grams (50 gms.) or fraction of fifty grams (50 gms.)
Printed Matter other than Newspapers, eight centavos for each package with a
single address for each fifty grams (50 gms.) or fraction of fifty grams (50 gms.)
Business Papers, twenty centavos ($0.20) for each package with a single
address, up to the weight of fifty grams (50 gms.) and thereafter, eight centavos
($0-08) for each fifty grams (50 gms.) or fraction of fifty grams (50 gms.)
Samples, ten centavos ($0-10) for each package with a single address up to the
weight of one hundred grams (100 gms.), and thereafter, eight centavos ($0-08) for
each fifty grams (50 gms.) or fraction of fifty grams (50 gms.)
Right of Certification (Recarmendacion), twenty centavos ($0-20) for each
package without regard for its price, contents or dimensions.
Right of Acknowledgement of Receipt, ten centavos ($0-10) for each certified
object.
Court Documents (Expedientes o pliegos-autos) in civil cases, twenty centavos
($0-20) for each fifteen grams (15 gms.) or fraction of fifteen grams (15 gms.)
Declared Value Mailings, fifty centavos ($0-50) for each ten pesos ($ 10) up
to one hundred pesos ($ 100). Declared value mailings will not be accepted from
one sender to the same destination for more than one hundred pesos ($ 100) in bank
notes; revenue, postage or telegraph stamps; credit documents, etc. It is
absolutely prohibited to include items of value in ordinary correspondence.
Railway Postal Service, ten centavos ($0-10) for each letter, without regard
-31-
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for its weight, as long as it is addressed to a place where there is a station or
flagstop of the train that furnishes the service. If the letter is addressed to any
other place in the Republic or to foreign countries, the tariff will be that
corresponding to the service requested, for which the additional stamps will be
added to the cover for the amount lacking.
Riverboat Postal Service, ten centavos ($0-10) for each letter without regard
for its weight, as long as it is addressed to a port of the steamship line that
furnishes the service. If the letter is addressed to any other place in the
Republic or to foreign countries, the tariff will be that corresponding to the
service requested, for which the additional stamps will be added to the cover for
the amount lacking.
URBAN SERVICE
Paid letters, ten centavos ($0-10) for each fifteen grams (15 gms.) or
fraction of fifteen grams (15 gms.).
Printed matter of all classes, two centavos ($0-02) for each package with a
single address and for each fifty grams (50 gms.) or fraction of fifty grams (50
gms.).
For the urban postal service there is no service of declared value mailings.
POUT OFFICE BOX SERVICE
The fee to use a post office box with lock for one month, three pesos ($3).
The fee to use a post office box without lock, one peso ($1) per month.
The fee should be paid in advance and shall apply from the 1st to the last day
of the month. In cases where the box is rented after the 1st, the entire fee for
the month in which it is rented will be charged.
Distribute and Publish.
Given in Bogota, the 22d of December 1902.
JOSE MANUEL MARROQUIN
The Subsecretary of Government, in charge of the office,
ANTCNIO GUTIERRES RUBIO

4P6

FIL-PANAM
Box 2245
EI Cajon, CA 92021

POSTAGE STAMPS
OF LATIN AMERICA
Jim & Luz Cross

(619)-561-4959
-32-
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THE CONTRACT FOR THE 1865 ISSUE OF COIEMBIA

Editor's Note: Continuing the policy which had been in effect since 1859 the
Colombian government again contracted for an annual issue of stamps for 1865. The
contractor was the firm of Ayala and Medrano, which had printed the 1864 issue.
John Myer obtained a copy of the contract from the archives. The contract was
reproduced and translated in the Collector's Club Philatelist, Volume XVIII, Number
4, October 1939. The terms of the contract are reprinted below.
CCNTRACT FOR rH•,

FABRICATION OF STAMPS

Ramon Mercado, Director General of the National Postal Service, and Ignacio
and Daniel Ayala, have executed the following contract with the provisions
that are herein enumerated:

Medrano

1st. Ignacio Medrano and Daniel Ayala bind themselves to supply to the
National Postal Administration the stamps necessary for the carriage of
correspondence which is posted, both in said office and in the Postal Agencies,
principal and subordinate, which are in its jurisdiction in the United States of
Colombia.
2d. To fabricate then with the legend "United States of Colombia, National
Pasts", in the center the national escutcheon", and in the lower part the value of
the value of the stamp; of the design and dimension indicated by the Administration
and in the colors and values which follow:
$1.--.50
—.20
--.10
--.05
--.01

Red
Green
Blue
Violet
Yellow
Purple

3d. The stamps requested by the Administration shall be supplied with the
greatest punctuality, as long as they are provided fifteen days notice. If this
period has passed without the order being filled, they agree to pay, as a penalty,
an amount equal to the number of stamps that they fail to supply;
4th. Whenever Senores Ayala and Medrano do not comply with the above
regulation, they shall be liable to the same fine, unless the default shall have
been caused by accidental circunstances beyond their control, which fact will be
duly determined in the judgement of the Administration;
5th. Senores Ayala and Medrano bind themselves to print, for the craning year
1865, the quantity of two hundred and fifty thousand stamps of the value and classes
that the Administration determines. If besides the nunber which is fixed,
additional quantity is necessary, they agree to supply it;
6th. MD obtain at their expense a chest with two lo-k g for keeping the plates
used for printing the stamps, with one key to be kept by the Central Administration
and the other by Senores Ayala and Medrano;
7th. Consequently they may not print stamps without the presence of the
Director General of the Posts or his designated representative and may use the
plates only for the purpose of producing the stamps;
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8th. Not to fabricate more than the exact number of stamps that the
Administration requests, subjecting thehselves in case of any contrary act to
liabilities consequent upon any fraud which is committed;
The Director-General of Posts agrees, in the name of the govermnent to pay to
Senores Ignacio Medrano and Daniel Ayala, in cash, the sun of two pesos and fifty
centavos ($2.50) for each one thousand stamps which are delivered to the
Administration, of any denomination, provided that they are of the colors and values
mentioned.
The present contract shall became effective from the time of approval by the
Ekecutive, and two identical copies are submitted, on which the approving resolution
will be inserted and which shall remain in the possession of the interested parties.
Bogota, 23 August 1864.
R. Mercado - Ayala i Medrano
Bogota, 25 August 1864.
Approved. M. Murillo. - The Secretary of Interior and Foriegn Relations,
Antonio M. Pradilla.
This contract indicates that in August 1864, the only change anticipated by
the Director of Posts in 1865 was the addition of a 1 centavo stamp to the
denaninations which had been included in the previous issues. Before the year was
finished, however, three "Deposita" stamps, registration and anotation stamps, a 2
1/2 centavos stamp and the first two "Cubiertas" would also be issued. The total
contract quantity of 250,000 stamps was presumably based upon the quantity required
in the preceding years. Ayala and Medrano were to receive 625 pesos for this
quantity of stamps. The 6th paragraph seems to imply that the double locking
security system is a new procedure, since it states that the printer will obtain the
chest at his own expense, rather than simply provide it. In any event such teams
were not included in the 1859 or 1860 contracts which have been previously
qublished.
Tao designs were selected for the six stamps
described in the contract. The 1 centavo stamp has the
coat of arms almost filling the central design with the
nine stars above it in two rows. The legend "E.U. de
COLOMBIA is at the left, CORRECS across the top, NACICNALES
at the right and 1 CENT. at the bottom. The text is
parallel to the corresponding edge of the stamp.
The remaining five values have a cannon design shown at
the left. The coat of arms is in an oval frame with the nine
stars in the oval around then in negative form as white on a
printed background. The legend E.U. de COtD4BIA CORREOS
NACIONALES also appears in negative form in an outer oval.
The space between this oval and the stamp border is filled
with a series of short vertical marks arranged in slightly
curved lines. This work is rather crude - the marks on the
two sides of stamp are not symetrical. The seventh line from
the top on the right side contains only two marks with a
blank space to the right which could contain two additional
marks. All five denominations mentioned in the contract were
prepared from the same master die, except for the 50 centavos
with small numerals which has a different background.
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COLOMBIA, NATIONAL AIR SERVICES IN 1934
by Alex Rendon

This article has to do with sore important, albeit neglected, aspects in the
development of air services in Colombia. Of the three flights discussed below, only
one is recorded inthe Gebauer/Londono Handbook under two separate numbers. These
flights were an expansion of the air services already being provided to and frcm
Leticia by the National Pest Office in conjunction with the air force.
Survey Flight to Los Llanos, October 20-29, 1934
An article published on page 3 of El Tiemeo of October 19, 1934, mentioned
that the following day a trimotor of the government, registration number 623, was to
leave the Palanquero Air Force Base on a survey flight to Dos Llanos to study flight
schedules, refueling stops, landing places, etc., with the view of establishing
normal air cumuunications between Bogota and Los Llanos as far as Puerto Carreno on
the Orinoco River.
The Junkers Ju52/3m hydroplane, piloted by Major Rolf Starkey and cc-piloted
by Major Benjamin Mendez Ray, Captain Koenig and Captain Andres M. Diaz, carried the
following passengers:
German Olano, Director General of Aviation, Ministry of Way;
Luis Eduardo Nieto Cabellero (lenc), a well-known writer, covering the
flight for El Tiempo;
Ccmmander Francisco Calderon tjnana;
Jose Martinez Marquez, Ministry of the Interior;
Major German Ocampo, Army General Staff;
Juan de Dios Ogliastri, Inspector General, Ministry of Posts and
Telegraphs;
Arturo Cuellar Medina, Los Llanos expert
Lasche, photographer;
Arevala, radio and telegraph operator;
Several unnamed machinists;
Cn October 20th the group was flown in an Air Force plane fruit Bogota to the
Palanquero Air Force Base where they transferred to the 623. On that day there were
two failed attempts at crossing the Eastern range and the party spent the night in
Girardot. Cn October 21st two more attempts were made with the second one in the
afternoon being successful and the plane arrived in Cabuyaro at 6:20 P.M. October
22d saw its arrival in Orocue at 12 noon. Cn October 23d the 623 left Orocue at 8
A.M., flew over Cravo Norte at 9:30 A.M. and landed in Arauca at 10:15 A.M. The
flight resumed at 2:50 P.M. for Puerto Carreno where it arrived at 4:45 P.M. The
623 left Puerto Carreno at noon on the 24th, and arrived in Cravo at 3 P.M. After a
one-hour stay it continued to Arauca, arriving there at 4:45 P.M. The next two days
were spent flying around the region, resolving technical problems and recording
important data for future flight.
Cn October 27th the group left Cabuyero at 7 A.M. for Orocue where it stayed
the night, flying to Palanquero on the 28th and arriving there at 2:30 P.M. After
spending the night at the base, the group returned to Bogota on the 29th, landing at
11:30 A.M.
The adventures of this flight were brilliantly described by Lenc in several
issues of El Tiempo between October 30 and November 7, 1934.
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I know of no covers carried frcm Bogota, but I do now of at least two covers
(see Figure 1) carried frun Puerto Carreno to Bogota, postmarked PTO. CARRENO (VIC)
24 CCV 34, and handstamped on arrival:
PRIMER CORREO AEREO NACIONAL
A ARAUCA Y PUERTO CARRENO
Bogota, octubre 29, 1934

Fa:tom

C. .ITE0 AEIZEO . NA CIONAL.
ARAISCA Y PTTEZTO cAnnzno

Dogota., ocLubre a , 1934.

Figure 1 - Cover fran Survey Flight, October 20-29, 1934

First Scheduled Flight to Los Llanos, November 16, 1934
A notice published on the front page of El Tienpo of November 15, 1934,
informed the public that a trimotor of the Ministry of War was to leave the
following day for Los Llanos carrying mail and stopping at Villavicencio, Catuyaro,
Arauca, Orocue, Cravo and Puerto Carreno. The notice added that ordinary and
registered mail (letters only) was being accepted until 4 P.M. on November 15th and
that all mail was to he franked with the normal 5c per 20 grams plus an additional
air surtax of 10c for the same weight.
The same Junkers Ju52/3m, registration nunber 623, piloted by Major Benjamin
Mendez Rey and Ca ptains Koenig and Heyderbeck left Bogota November 16th. The
plane, now converted to a landplane, stopped at Villavicencio and Cabuyero for mail
and passengers, and arrived in Orocue in the early afternoon of that same day. A
Junkers W-34 hydroplane, piloted by Captain Jose Antonio Estevez, was waiting there.
Passengers and mail for Arauca transferred to the W-34 and then both planes
continued to their destinations; the 623 with Koenig and Heyderbeck to Puerto
Carrenos, and the W-34 with Mendez Rey and Estevez to Arauca.
A Post Office press release quoted in the November 17th issue of El Tiempo
states that the 623 left Bogota with 160kgs. of letters and printed matter and

841kgs. of registered and valuable mail (recomendados y valores), all packed into 16
mailbags. When the plane stopped in Villavicencio, 180kgs. of mail and parcels were
added.
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The return flights started November 17th and both planes met in Orocue. After
an overnight stay, the 623 left early November 18th for Bogota where it arrived at 2
P.M. after stops at Cabuyero and Villavicencio for additional passengers and mail.
Seven passengers were on the plane when it arrived in Bogota. Mendez Rey and
Estevez stayed behind with the W-34 to arrange for a landing field in Arauca.
The second eastbound flight, scheduled for November 28th, was delayed until
December 1st, bprause the gasoline depot at Cabuyero was not yet operational. The
623, piloted by Koenig, left Bogota for Puerto Carreno on Decanber 1st. After a
stop at Orocue to pick up Mendez Rey, it continued to its destination where it
arrived the same day. Co December 2d, after connecting with the hydroplane from
Arauca, the 623 with Koenig and Mendez Rey flew to Villavicencio, where it stayed
overnight, leaving early the next morning for Bogota where it arrived at 7:40 A.M.
The small amount of philatelic mail that left Bogota on November 16th received
the following handstamps as illustrated in Gebauer/ London (See Figure 2)::
AEREO NACIONAL
A ARAUCA Y PUERTO CARRENO

PRIMER CORRED

plus destination markings as follows:
Puerto Carreno a Bogota (illustrated in Gebauer/Londono, see Figure 3)
ARAUCA A BOGOTA (double circle, outside scalloped, see Figure 4)
OROCOE A BOGOTA (illustrated in Gebauer/London, see Figure 5)
The handstanp shown in Gebauer/Londono "Por Correo AEREO / Nacional" is a
private marking applied try Augusta Duffo to all the covers he mailed on this flight.
The mail that left Bogota on November 16th did not return until the flight
that arrived on December 3rd.
Subsequent eastbound flights to Los Llanos were scheduled for the 5th, 15th,
and 25th of each month, with the return flights on the 9th, 19th and 29th of the
month.

coRnmo

=F.0 NATIONAL

♦ ARAUCA X PUERTO CARELEKI

FIGURE 2

FIGURE 3

FIGURE 4

FIGURE 5

First Flight to Bucaramanga, December 10, 1934
Co November 27th, 1934 Ernesto Sa pper Mendoza, technical director and chief
pilot of SACO, left the Saco airport in Bogota at 12:35 P.M. and landed in
Bucaramanga at 2:40 P.M.
In an interview published in El Tiemno on November 28th, Semper Mendoza
explained that the Minister of Communications was very interested in establishing an
air link with Bucaramanga and that this service "will start in early December with a
letter rate of 15c including the national postage."
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It should be mentioned that since CosadaISCALTA suspended service to
Bucaramanga in mid-1930, letters entrusted to SCADTA travelled by land to Puerto
Wilches where the mail was picked up by the SCADTA planes. Therefore a latter for
Bogota given to the SCADTA agent in Bucaramanga was in transit for 4 days.
The alternative was to mail a letter at the National Post Office. A letter
addressed to Bogota by this method was in transit for at least 8 days, first by rail
to Puerto Wilches, then by steamer to Girardot and finally by rail to Bogota.
In November-December 1934, due to heavy rains, sections of track on the
railroad line to Puerto Wilches were inoperable, causing a mail bottleneck in
Bucaramanga.
Cn November 30 Samper Mendoza flew daily newspapers to Bogota, departing
Bucaramanga at 2:45 P.M. and landing in Bogota at 4:25 P.M. At the request of the
Minister of Ccmmunications, he also brought sane of the mail which had been delayed
in Bucaramanga.
Formal National Air Mail service between Bogota and Bucaramanga started
December 10, 1934. A number of covers exist of the inaugural service between Bogota
and Bucaramanga, all with the handstanp shaven in Figure 6. I have never seen covers
flown from Bucaramanga or covers of any subsequent flights.
----------- -

FIGURE 6
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THE acms ISSUE OF ALMAGUER

by Alan D. Anyon
In the latter part of the 19th century unsuspecting stam p collectors were
continually being duped by unscrupulous dealers and other individuals who found a
ready market for variations of genuine issues produced by bribing employees of
printers. In Colombia the 1886 issue abounds with stamps on wrong colored papers.
Not content with these, they moved a step further and created totally bogus issues.
The postmasters of several Colanbian cities, e. g. Popayan (1878) and Cali
(1879), had produced a series of "No Hay Estampillas" (literally "There are no
stain's") labels when they had genuinely or intentionally run out of stamps. Postal
regulations provided for placing this marking on the envelopes, but did not
authorize printing of labels for this purpose. The postmaster of the torn of
Almaguer in the Department of Cauca, Sr. Zenon F. Limos, went one better. In 1890
he ordered an issue of provisional stamps for the town. He aimed to dispose of many
of these stamps to William T. Curtis, an American mining engineer employed by the
Atrato Mining Company in Quitdo, also in the Department of Cauca, who had previously
been involved in finding and selling unrecorded stamps such as the spurious 1886
items mentioned above. However, the government heard of Limos and his illegal
stamps and imprisoned him for his activities. When Curtis learned of this he did
not defend the stamps, but adnitted that they were frauds. His friend, Dr.
Michelsen, who had also been involved in marketing bogus Colanbian stamps, wisely
i'ided not to handle the issue either. Although the Colanbian goverment
presumably confiscated the supply of these bogus stamps, a number can still be found
more than ninety years later.
The issue consists of five values, all printed in a similar design by
lithography in black on colored ungunned papers. The stamps are perforated 11 1/2.
Most references give only the lc, 2c, 5c, and 10c values and only recently has a
further value been recorded: The canplete set is:
lc black/blue
2c black/pink
5c black/yellow
10c black/green
20c black/purple
They are normally encountered in unused condition. Used copies are known with
a double lined dated oval "CORREOS NACICNALES/AUAAGUER" cancel in conjunction with
the oval "COLOMBIA" killer.
Surprisingly, a forgery of the lc value has been encountered. The blue is
darker than the original, the paper is only surface coated, the lettering is
somewhat heavier than the original, the '1' is sloped above the foot, and the
perforation is 12.
Sr. Limos re-appears in the annals of Colanbian Cinderella philately in 1901
in Tmaco, Department of Cauca. There the 'No Hay Estampillas" labels issued that
year normally have on the back a censor's signature reading "Pase. El Prefecto.
Limos".
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TWO PANAMA FIRST FLIGHT COVERS

Illustrated below are two Panama first flight covers. The first is frcm the
return leg of the first flight between Miaad and Cristobal (RAMC F5-2). The pilots
were Charles Lindbergh and R. J. Merritt. 689 pieces of mail were carried on the
flight. The cover does not bear the Cristobal cachet listed in the catalog, but
rather a circular handstamp with AGENCIA POSTAL, PANAMA R de P around the circle and
PRIMER CORREO AERBJ INTERNACICNAL in three lines in the center. There is also a
handstamped PANAMERICAN AIRWAYS Inc, PRIMER VUELO in two lines. Both of these
markings are struck in violet.
This cover and its ounpanion were prepared by Carlos Ortiz R. and were
philatelicly inspired as were many of the covers carried on the pioneer flights.
Ortiz had in his possession a supply of the two early Panama airmail errors and used
some of these stamps on his covers. This cover is prepared on the 2 centavos
stamped envelope, Higgins and Gage #13. Additional franking is supplied by the 5
centavos of the Panama Lindbergh issue, making the cover an unusual bit of Lindbergh
memorabilia. The airmail postage is paid by the inverted overprint variety of the
first Panama airmail issue, Scott Cia. The cover is registered and backstamped with
Miami FL Feb 13, 1929, New York Registry Division 2 15, 1929 and New York Station P
Feb 16 1929.

R

tenter

Carlos Otis R.
Box 3. Poilam&

C OR REO
Direccian del destinntario:

Mr. J. B. Pidanque
iG1/414 ?frail" Bridge
• Plitau
....

St .-

Row York
I.SeA

The second cover was flown on the first flight from Panama to Peru in May of
the same year. This flight was not covered by the U.S. foreign airmail contract so
it is not listed in the AAMC. The cover was prepared on the 10 centavos registered
envelope, Higgins and Gage C3, with additional franking supplied by the 2 centavos
stamp of the 1909 issue which pictures Hernandez de Cordoba. The airmail postage of
35 centavos was supplied by a normal copy of Cl and the double overprint variety of
the 10 centavos airmail stamp of 1929, Scott C2b. The first flight cachet is a
sp,cially prepared Registration marking with the large letter R and a three line
legend, AGENCIA POSTAL DE PANAMA/PRIMER SERVICIO DE CORRDJ AEREO/PANAMA-PERU struck
in violet. The cover also bears the normal registration marking struck diagonally
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at the laver right in violet with the number 29203 added by a numbering machine in
blue. It is backstamped with a faint rectangular Lhna handstamp in violet which is
partially obscured by the printed instructions on the back of the envelope. It
reads "Fecha de Entrega/MAY 271929/CERT. LIMA".
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THE MARK2T REPORT

Price changes in the 1987 Scott catalogs for Colombia and Panama were much
less numerous than in recent years. Prices for most of the classic 19th century
issues of Colombia are unchanged. The 1910 Centenary set mint (Sc 331-8) increased
$27.50 to $417.15. The steepest increase was in the 1935 Barranquilla games set
which went from $1224.50 mint to $1667.25, an increase of over 30%. The SCADTA
overprints (Sc C17-24) increase from $5225 to $5600 mint. The latest listing is the
issue of November 25, 1985.
There were a number of small increases in Panama stamps, including the prices
of a number of the minor varieties which still seen undervalued in view of the
scarcity and strong demand. The prices of the 1915-1920 pictorial set continued
their steady increase mint. The latest listing for Panama is the issue of January
21, 1986. The triangular Olympic issue of 1984 continues to be omitted fran the
catalog.
In both Colombia and Panama the prices of many of the mint commemorative sets
fran 1955-1965 were reduced approximately 10%. This was part of a general reduction
which was applied to this material from most of the Latin American countries. It
was apparently done across the board, rather than on a set by set basis as a number
it was applied to a number of the scarcest mint topical sets as well as to sets
which are in good supply.
The Abfelbaum Public Auction #551 in July included a mint Panama airmail
collection to 1960 which sold for $198.00 against a catalog value of $380.
The Rasdale Public Auction #303 in September included a copy of the 1861 1
Peso F-VF used with a Pasto ms. cancel which sold for $104.50 against a catalog
value of $425.
The Cherrystone Public Auction, September 17-18 featured a number of highly
specialized Colombia lots including the following. Prices realized include the 10%
buyer's commission.
-

1935 Barranquilla Games sets, never hinged (2). $880 each.

-

1919 Airpost on cover, Scott Cl. $990 (Stamp catalogs $1850 used).

1920 Airmail Set mint (with certificates), Scott C2-C10 VF (C2 slightly
toned). $27,500 against catalog value of $36,500.
1920 Airmail Set used on cover, Scott C2-C10. $55,000 against used
catalog value of $24,500 off cover. Five of the covers had faults, but all stamps
were VF.
-

1920 10 centavos flier in plane, used. $1760 against Catalog $2250.

1920 0-20 and 0-30, se-tenant block of 4 with certificate. $1650 against
an estimate of $800.
SCADTA stationery. 10c green unused postal card, 20c gray entire and
airletter sheet. $176 against an estimate of $250.
1932 40c dull violet with inverted coRREO AERFO (50 known) mint L.H. $198
against an estimate of $250.
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CALL FOR LOTS FOR THE 4TH COPAPHIL MAIL BID SALE

Consignments are now being accepted for our next mail bid sale which will be
held in March 1987. When considering which material to submit, it may be helpful to
review past sales to see what sold well. Consider also making one or more of your
lots a contribution to COPAPHIL. Contributions sold in the last sale provided no
less than $280.50 for our treasury. Please read the following rules for consignors
before submitting materials.
1. Only COPAPHIL members may submit lots to be sold. The seller submits all
lots at his(her) risk.

2. Lots must be received by the auction manager not later than 31 December
1986. Send lots directly to Gerard Marque, 7004 Dream's Way Court, Alexandria VA
22310.
3. Consignors must assemble the material as it is to be lotted in the
auction. Lots with an estimated realization of Less than $2.00 will be declined.
4. Consignors must furnish a description of each lot including catalog
nunber, condition and centering and any other information that will help the buyer,
e.g. variety of paper, printing, perforations, etc. Sellers must indicate the
catalog and date used if other than Scott 1987. "As is" lots will not be accepted.
For non-Scott materials, consignor must provide an estimated value.
5. The auction manager reserves the right to modify any description including
that of condition, or to decline lots deemed not suitable for the sale.
6. It is recannended that consignors set a minimum bid or reserve for each
lot submitted. This amount must be stated at the time the lots are consigned.
Consignors must clearly state if they want their lots listed with a catalog value or
estimate or with a minimum bid.
7. Unsold lots will be returned to the consignor at the consignors expense by
insured or registered mail as appropriate.
8. The COPAPHIL oonrission of 10% of the selling price will be charged to the
account of the consignor for each lot sold.

SPACE FILLERS
Thanks to Ernesto Arosemena for his response to the PREGUNTA concerning the
Panama numeral oveprints and to David Leeds for his additions, to Alan Anyon for his
article on the Almaguer cinderellas, and to Eric Harris for another installment of
his chronicle of the "USE THE COLCMBIAN AIRMAIL" markings. Thanks are due also to
Dr. Vytautas Stasiukynas for the photocopies of the 1903 postal rate decree and for
furnishing copies of several other decrees which will be translated and published as
space permits.
Even though the early Colanbian airmail has been a major collecting
specialty for many years and the subject of several handbooks, the entire story
has still not been told. We are indebted to Alex Rendon for sharing the results
of his study of the 1934 flights with us.
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In my report on AMERIPEX in the previous issue I erroneously identified the
dealer with the large Colombia States collection as Barrett and Worthen. It was
actually Bartlett and Felder of San Francisco. I wish to apologize for my poor
iudaement in including the critique of ANERIPEX in my show report in the previous
issue. I should have put it in this column. I received two negative responses and
one positive response from a European member who also shared my favorable
impressions of PMPHILEX. It has been brought to my attention that there was a
public restaurant in the PMERIPEX building. It certainly was not praninently
located and I am sure that many visitors, like myself, did not find it.
I apologize to my correspondents for the delay in replying to sane of your
letters. In August my wife, Luz, underwent surgery to cure a chronic arthitic
condition. She is getting along well and will have the cast off when you receive
this and hopefully will be able to resume her household duties. Meanwhile, I will
try to answer your letters in the order received, as time permits.
The Arosemena article reminded me of a concert I attended in the National
Theater in 1950. Now it has been replaced by the new center described on the cover

CLASSIFIED

AD RATES: Classified per line.
Business Cards.

Q1e Insertion $ .50 Four insertions $1.50.
Cne Insertion $1.50 Four Insertions $5.00.

WNVIED: Covers with SCADTA consular frankings. Send xerox copy and price desired
to G.C. Mayer, 462 Auburndale Ave. Akron OH 44313
(IV-3)
WANTED: Panama including non-Scott stamps of 1963-1970, mint LH or NH. Jim Lewis ,
411 Vittorio, Coral Gables FL 33146.
(IV-3)
WNVIED: REVENUES, revenue stamped paper and documents with revenues. Latin

1nericaa, U.S. and world wide needed. Ship insured with asking price or for
immediate cash offer. W.G. KREMBER, Box 693, Bartow FL 33830

(VI-1)

EXCHANGE OR BUY- Canal Zone and Panama. Canal Zone exchanged for Panama at 20% SCV
of Panama. Canal Zone exchanged equal at purblished HG, SC, or UPSS values..
Panama for Panama exchanged equal.

Have CZ Xmas seals, labels, postal stationery, covers, permits, meters, postage
stamps, liquor revenues; Colombia SCADPA Consular overpritns, and general Panama and
Colanbia postal stationery, stamps, covers to trade.
Specifically desire earlies, errors, perfins, postal stationery, and covers of the
Canal Zone; earlies, covers, errors, high values, postal stationery, and BOB of
Panama; and mixed franking covers which include CZ--like SCADTA-CZ.
Sane offers apply to entire Colombian and Central American collections.
Autographed copies of my book, the Coins and Currency of Panama, Krause
Publications, 1972, Iola, Wisconsin, available for $10. ppd EEUU-foreign, except
Panama, include $4 additional.

J.

Grigore Jr., 425 Harbor Dr. S., Venice, FL 33595
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Scott Antioquia 24a Used. See "Another Rarity Surfaces", page 59.
DON'T FORGET TO SUBMIT YOUR BIDS FOR THE FOURTH CCPAPHIL MAIL BID SALE. THE SALE
CATALOG IS BEING DISTRIBUTED WITH THIS ISSUE. SLEMIT YOUR BIDS DIRECTLY TO THE
SALES MANAGER, GERARD MAME, 7004 DREAM'S WAY COLRT, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22310. BIDS
MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE SALES MANAGER NOT LATER THAN MARCH 31, 1987.
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COPAPHIL NEWS

New Members
(address unpublished)
180 Edward, Bruce
02814
Braintree MA
181 Foster, Arthur R 26 Strathmore Circle
Jackson MI
49233
178 Kress, Mickey
2625 N. St Anthony
Kitwalls, Milford-al-Sea Lymington Hants 5041 eRJ
179 Negus, James

USA
USA
USA
England

Cban pes of Addreee
C12 Bodoff, Jerrold Box

USA

Marietta GA

/11032

30037

Bruce Edwards collects Colombia, Mozambique Co. and others. Arthur Foster
collects P,r,uth America, especially Argentina, Colombia & Ecuador. Mickey Kress is a
Panama collector. JdMem Negus collects Colombian States and is a former catalog
editor for Stanley Gibbons.
Charter member Ray Irescn (address unlisted) has retired from his position in
the Florida banking cannunity and, reversing the usual pattern, is making his
retirement home in Canada. Our Secretary, Gary La Crosse, has requested that his
new address be published. It is 7430 SW 142d Ave. Miami FL 33183.
I have received the first circular of the Colombia Cinderella & Locals Study
Group. Coordinator Alan Aryan included a list of known material and bibliography as
He has also volunteered to
well as some biographical background material.
coordinate the Colcmbia Revenues StUoV Circle which is now be organized. Similarly
Bill Saber in the first circular of the Colombia 1904-1940 Study Circle requested
The first circular of the Colombia
members to submit bibliographic listings.
1886-1903 Study Circle, of which your editor is the coordinator, has also been
distributed. It sets cut plans for the study group and solicits comments and
bibliographic listings. Members are reminded that they can still join circles in
their areas of interest. Send the 14Jestionaire or a letter to the editor and it is
will be forwarded to the apprcpriate circle coordinators.
The 1686-1903 Study Circle is seeking more information concerning the 1
Centavo Bolivar stamp of 1892 overprinted with a control mark (Scott Bolivar 61,
Gibbons Bolivar 62). If you have used copies, please send information on the
cancelation (and xerox copies, if possible) to the editor.
-MEASURER'S REFai_.
Activity for the first six months of this fiscal year was as follows:
—EXPENSE—
Dues
Auction
Sale of Handbooks
Sale of Back Issues
Interest
Contributions
Advertising
TOTAL

949.00
441.03
152.00
81.50
61.47
54. CU
28.50
1777.47

Postage
Supplies
Auction Expense
Handbook Expense
Library

319.25
164.80
28.02
27.03
11.30
4.40

TOTAL

554.30

Printing

The January 1 cee4, balances were $2231.77 in the bank account and $35.04 in
petty cash for a total of $2266.81 ($1544.07 in the General Fund, $625.20 in the
Handbook Fund and $62.50 in the Advance Dues Account).
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK
The snow outside my door is at teoord height for January and about the only
thing that it has not disrupted is philately. Plans have been made for COPAPHIL
programs at two shows this spring. With the assistance of George Mayer,
arrangements are set for a program at the Garfield Perry March Stamp Party. Out
meeting will be held on Saturday, March 21st, from 10:00-11:30 A.M. at the show
site, which is the Masonic Auditorium, Euclid Ave. at East 36th St, Cleveland, Ohio.
The program will be in two parts. The first half will be "Parana Revenues,
Including Papel Sellado" presented by David Leeds. The second half will be devoted
to "Colombia Air Post" and I will be speaking. Also meeting at the show is the
American Revenue Association which is having its annual convention. The show
promises to be a lively one and I hope our meeting is well attended.
Our second meeting will be at CAPEN '87 in Toronto on Saturday, June 20th from
10:00-12:00 A.M. We will have two programs dUring that time period. At 10:00 A.M.
the program will be "Some Neglected Aspects of Panama Philately from Fiscals to
Flights" by David Leeds. At 11:00 A.M. Alex Rendon will present a program cn
Colombia. Both programs promise to be thought provoking. CAPEX is the last
international show that will be in North America for quite a few years and is well
worth the trip. Indications are that there will be a number of Colombia and Panama
exhibits, many different from those that were at AMERIPEN. If you are planning to
come to Toronto, do drop me a note. I will try to organize an informal evening get
together if there is enough interest. Since we will not have a lounge, it is
important to get in touch with me before the show to let me know when you will be
there and how you can be contacted. If I can work out a message center at another
society's lounge, I will include details in the next COPACARTA. If you need
information about CAPER, write to P.O. Box 204, Station Q, Toronto, Ontario, Canada
MAT 2M1.
Debby Friedman

Copies of the handbook, "Las Primeras 50 AFbs de Correa Aereo en Colombia" by
Gebauer and LondoFo are still available for sale to members. Price is $15.00 per
copy plus $1.50 postage to U.S. & Canada and $4.50 postage overseas. Send your
orders with a check made payable to COPAPHIL to George Mayer, 462 Auburndale Ave.,
Akron OH 44313. Limit 2 copies per member.

A LETTER FROM KOREA

Colombia issued a set of stamps in
1955 to honor Colombian soldiers who served
in Korea (Scott #635, 637a & C269).
Although the St/fps are common, letters
from members of the Battalion are seldom
seen. The covers coon by Debby Friedman
were franked with U.S. stamps. Illustrated
on the next page is one of the covers from
a Captiqr in the Colombian contingent and
the letter he wrote, an interesting piece
of modern postal history.
-47-
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Capt. Alvaro Valencia
Colombian Inf. Bn.
6
L,A.P.O. 6300 c/o Po
San Francisco,Califo -s 1 1/35irr r,

707 4..;
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Mr. M. Hertzberg
294 Fairmount Avenue
Oakland 11, California.
_II • S • A •

Mr. M. Hertzberg
294 Fairmon Avenue
Oakland 11, California

Tongnae, Korea
July 10, 1951

Dear Mr. Hertzberg:
I had a real pleasure on receiving your kind letter dated June 14. It took a
long time to reach me as I had already left Bogota by the time it arrived there.
Happily it was forwarded to my new address, so I had the surpfise to her from you
again.
I appreciate very much you wishes and kind thoughts regarding both me and the
Battalion. As you had imagined we arrived directly to Korea, and our outfit
initiated immediately a six weeks training period which will be over by the last
days of this month. As soon as the conditioning is complete, the Battalion will be
assigned to a certain American Regiment and will move out to the front line. I hope
that the Lord helps us to carry out our mission with pride and honor to Colombia.
Thank you very much for your interest to follow the steps of our "Almirante
Padilla" and Batallon Colombia. I don't have the pleasure to know you by person tut
through you attitude I understand your friendliness towards my country. It is
somehow encouraging to know that among you Americans there are mfal like you, who
besides the troubles and problems of their own country are able to practice the
truthful good neighbour policy which means so such to the future of our America.
I will gladly correspond with you as long as I an able to. Perh 4Js in one of
these turns that the world makes I will meet you some place, maybe in my on country
if you ever can go to South America. Nothing would please me more than to have a
she hands with such a good friend of my country.
As my English, I don't believe it is so good as you kindly assert. I learnt
it mostly at home, and my practice at the United States was too short. I like
English. I find it a rich and beautiful language, and I an always trying to improve
my knowledge of it.
With very personal regards, I an
Very truly yours
/s/Alvaro Valencia
Capt. Colombian Army
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PAGES FROM Tl-E PAST, EL PRO3qESO FILATELICO, 1 JANUARY 1887
No, the ads that appear on this page do
not represent a sudden increase in CCPACARTA
advertising. The are the ads that appeared
in El Progreso Filatelico, Year 1, Number 1
published in Bogota, Colombia by Luis M.
Castro. This first issue was dated 1 January
1887 and consisted of four pages. A notice on
, You are being
the last page read, "Sir
sent the current issue of El Progreso
Filatelico. If you desire to subscribe, you
may send me the value of the subscription in
bank notes or unused starves of Colombia. If
you have a publication which is related to
Philately, and wish to send it to me in
exchange, I will greatly appreciate it."
A notice at the beginning of the
publication gave the subscription rates, one
peso per year in Colombia and one peso, twenty
centavos postpaid overseas. Single copies were
offered for five centavos. Advertising rates
were five centavos per line for the initial
insertion and 2 1/2 centavos per line for
subsequent insertions - all advertising was to
be paid in advance.
The publication was unusual in that the
text was in three languages. The main article
announcing the new publication was in Spanish
and English. This text occupied most of the
first two pages. This was followed by a
section called "Sueltos" on pages 2-4 which
contained a number of short notices, some in
Spanish and others in French. Several of
interest are translated below.
NEW IsI7vPS. In addition to the 5 and 10
centavos stamps of the Republic of Colombia,
issue of the current year (1886) which is
now known to the public, a stamp of 1
centavo has come out after them, in green,
whose design is as follows: the borders and
ornaments in the corners are the same as those
of the same value of the previous issue;
the oval that inclocoo the inscription "Correos
de is Republica" is Inclosed is wider and
shorter than that of the earlier stamp and the
letters are a little bit larger. The numeral
of value (1) is wider and shorter than on the
former, and lastly, the center design is not a
person as cn the other two stamps of the
present issue, but the coat of acme of
Colombia, also much wider than that on the
corresponding stamp of the 1883 issue.
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Figure 1 - The Letterhead of the New Publication
It is natural and very probable that the remaining values and colors to
complete the issue will continue to appear, that is, the values of 2, 20 and 50
centavos and of 1, 5 and 10 pesos. Nevertheless, we have had no news as yet
concerning the designs and colors of these, nor the date when they will appear; we
think they (the postal officials) are waiting until the supplies of the preceding
issues are used up, to issue the others. As soon as we have any notice, we will
gladly communicate it to our readers.
STATE CF TCLIMA. The stamps of this State are becoming quite rare,
principally those of the first issue of 1869, inscribed E.U. de C.E.S. del T.
correos del Estado of which there are three stamps: one of 5 centavos black on blue
paper; another of 5 centavos in the same color on buff paper and the other of 10
centavos, also black, on white paper. In addition to the three there are two
errors which are rarer and absolutely legitimate: one with the inscription L. L. del
T. instead of E.S. del T. five centavos an blue paper; and the other the 10 centavos
on white paper with the sane erroneous inscription.
These stamps are the rarest and most expensive stamps of Colombia; in the
catalog of William Lincoln they are priced at one pound, ten shillings each (equal
to 37 francs 50 centimes each) which is the highest price that he places cn any
Colombian stapo. Hera in Bogota we do not have even one of these stamps at
present; in the last years we have seen a few which have come from Tolima and which
have been sent overseas at a good price.
These errors are the most expensive chiefly because they were seldom used.
Generally all of these st,44.ys are very poorly printed, it appears that they were not
lithographed, but printed on a hand press,

RETARDOS, We copy from La Nation, number 128, of the month of December 1885
the following notice:
"RETARDOS" -- By Resolution of the Minister of Government, from the 1st of
January 1887 all post offices of the Republic will receive correspondence that is
presented after normal business hours; such correspondence will be sent out with the
mails of the day, charging for the late service, for each 15 grams of weight or
fraction thereof, a charge of 2 1/2 centavos in stamps of this denomination which
will be called Late Fee staeie in addition to the normal charges. When the pouches
are finally closed, the flag which had announced to the public that up to that time
delayed correspondence would be accepted will be lowered.
Editors Note. Throughout the pUblication including the bannerhead, the terms
philately and philatelic were spelled with an "o" in Spanish.
-50-

COPACARTA

FEBRUARY 19E5
THE BOLIVAR ISSUE CF 1933
by Jim Cross

The after effects of the "1000 Days" were felt not only by the national
government, but by the governments of the departments. Prior to 1903 Bolivar had
issued no stamps in denominations larger than 1 Peso. As a result of the inflation
caused by the civil war in 1903 starve were issued in denominations of 5 and 10
Pesos. There is little doubt that the shortage of funds was also the main reason
why the steep= of the 1903 issue were printed not only in two or more colors, but
also were printed on more than one color of paper. The war had also interrupted
travel throughout Colombia. In many places law and order had broken down and bands
of armed men preyed upon travelers, As a result the volume of mail carried on the
was greatly reduced and bonafide used staled of this issue are suite scarce.
Scott lists the following varieties of the 1903 issue:
_Value & Color_
50 c blue
50 c slate green
50 c purple
1 P orange
I P gray green
5 P carmine rose
10 P purple
10 P dark blue
Reg 20 c orange
AR 20 c orange
AR 20 c dark blue
RETARD° 20 c rose
RETAROO 20 c purple

Paper Colors_
pink, bluish
pink, rose, greenish blue, yellow, brown, salmon
pink, rose, greenish blue, yellow, brown, salmon, lilac, white
salmon, greenish blue, yellow
lilac, yellow, salmon, green, white
lilac, bluish, rose, greenish blue, yellow, brown, white
greenish blue, bluish, rose, yellow, brown
bluish, rose, greenish blue, yellow, brown, salmon, lilac, white
rose, salmon, greenish blue
rose, greenish blue, yellow
yellow, rose, greenish blue, brown, salmon
bluish
bluish, rose, yellow, lilac

Barriga also lists the 20 c Registration stamp on bluish and brown per and
the 20 c purple RETARD] on brown paper. Terprano lists the 50 c purple on green
paper, a 50 c gray co white paper and the 10 P violet on white paper, but omits
several of the AR and RETARCO listings in the other two catalogs. Terprano also
differs considerably in the listings for the 1 P orange, listing only the orange on
rose while listing stenos of yellow on rose, green and salmon and omitting the
orange cn yellow. Scott lists only a portion of these stamps as occuring
perforated, but both Tereerano and Barriga indicate that all steem are available
both perforated 12 and sewing-machine perforated,
The stamps were lithographed by Francisco Valiente F. I recently obtained a
complete sheet of the RETARCO stamp showing how the stamps were arranged, The
sheet, shown on the next page, includes 27 stamee in 4 rows of 6 plus a vertical row
of 3 stares at the left end. The Rpare between the vertical stars is a label with
name of the printer, VALIEUTE in white on a dark background. The sheet is cancelled
by a 36rm. circular date stamp inscribed "Correos Cepartmentales Cartagena, OCT 9
1906". Since it has never hinged original gum it must be cancelled-to-order. The
collection in which I received it contained a write-up indicating that all of the
stamps of the issue have this same sheet number of steeps on the sheet with a
similar layout. Also shown on the next page are blocks of the 50 centavos and 10
pesos stamps showing part of the extra row, Note that the two sideways 10 peso
stamps just fit below three of the upright stamps. Presumably the third stamp Is
under the 4th & 5th stamps in the row and the advertising appears in the lower right
corner.
-51-
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Most of these starr ier other than the mu,at couqui) papers listed b y Scott as
maior numbers are very elusive. Even though I specialize in the colored per
issues of Colombia and have been searching for them for many years, I lack many of
the possible varieties. The same is true of many customers of Filatelia
Panamericana. Many major collectors of mint Latin America whose want lists number
less than 5O stai i_Pa from all of the countries need some of them, although their
search for perforate it
is limited to those listed in Scott.
A footnote in the Gibbons catalog, which is also the only catalog reference t '
the sheet layout including the sideways rcm, lists only a limited nuater of the
stamps and indicates that those on other per colors appeared on the stamp market
in 1907 and are of doubtful origin. Certainly these stamps need more research. I
would welcome correspondence with any members who can supply more information 4.uut
the

ANOTHER UNUSUAL POST CARD

Illustrated below is another much travelled post card which became a dead
letter. The card, sent by Colombian stamp dealer, Antonio Rincon, was mailed an
January 22, 1927 and addressed to H. Solomon in Basrah, Iraq. It was received in
Basrah in March 1927. The date is illegible on the receiving hanOttamp which was
struck on the message side of the card. It passed thru Kuwait on 31 Mar 1927 and
received the Baghdad dead letter office stamp (C.L.O.) on 6 Apr 27. It was
apparently unclaimed and was struck again in the Baghdad D.L.O. on 5 May 27. It were
then sent to Bombay, India where it received the D.L.O. Bombay handstamp on 14 May
27. It was then returned to Colombia where It was hardstamped by the Burma de
Rebuts, Bogota, Colombia on 27 Jul 1927 on the message side and returned to the
sender.
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THE FPIRO FU14.k_FIES OF TI-E 1865 IS9JE OF COLOMBIA

The Spiro forgeries are the most common forgeries of the 1865 issue of
Colombia. They were described in Album Weeds by Reverend R. B. Earee, Part II of
the 3rd Edition, pages 256-7 and 270-1, where they are the first
forgeries listed for the postage stamps and Registration and Anotaction stamps of
1865. Reverend Earee described the forgeries, but did not illustrate them. It is
easy to get confused about the 1865 regular issue, since the picture of the genuine
stamp show on page 256 is incorrect. Members who have copies of the book will note
that the two missing slashes in the the seventh row at the upper right which were
illustrated in the previous Issue of COPACARTA are in fact present. The stamp
pictured is actually Earee's Second Forgery. It did not reproduce too clearly, but
can be identified by the position of the fourth star counting clockwise under the N
of NACICNALES, rather than under the CN. Oddly enough Earee indicates that he had
no copy in his possession when writing his description of the Second Forgery.
Complete sheets of the Spiro forgeries of the regular ster .. of the 1865 issue
and blocks of 9 of the forgeries of the A & R Burps were offered in the November
auction of the Spanish Main Society and the photocopies reproduced here were
furnished by our member, Brian Moorhouse, editor of The Main Sheet. Used copies of
the Spiro forgeries are cancelled by patterns of curved lines, Earee types 10 and
62, totally unlike any genuine cancelation used in Colombia. There are many
differences in the stamp designs. The most prominent, which can be seen without
magnification, are described below.
_1065 Postage Stems, 5, 10, 20 and 50 centavos and I Peso, Scott 37-4042_
I. 8,=. t test - Seventh row of slashes at upper right has two slashes and a blank
space at the right end of the row on the original. The row contains four slashes
and no blank space on the forgery.
2. There are periods atter E. U. and COLOMBIA in the original. There is only a
period after the E on the forgery.
3. The sixth star, counting clockwise from the top, is under the E of E. U. on the
original, but under the period after the E on the forgery.
4. Stars have eight points in original, cn the forgery they are blotchy and most
have six points.

3.
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FORGERY
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10 Centavos
Earee Caticelation .umber 62

1 Peso
Earee Cancelation Number 10
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Lhused blocks of 9 of the Spiro Forgeries of the A & R St rya
1865 Registration Stamp, Scott Fl_
1. Best Test. There is a large bulge in the brickwork background behind the
tail of the R which touches the numeral 5 in the lower right hard point of the star
on the original. There is a bulge on the forgery, but it does not touch the 5.
2. The bottom curve of the S of CENTAVOS is larger than the top curve on the
original, but both curves are identical on the forgery.
3. The thin line around the inside of the letter R is continuous on the
original, but both the lines inside the cross bar of the R are broken at the right
side on the forgery.

GENUINE

1865 Anotacion Stamp,

FAKE-CTQ

GENUINE

Scott F2_

1. Best Test. The black tine in the center of the base of the right leg of
the A is the same length on each side on the original, while the left side is much
shorter than the right co the forgery.
2. There are periods after the E. and U. of E. U. CE COLCIRIA co the
original, but only a period after the E. co the forgery.
3. The period under the S in CENTS is not centered, but is noticeably closer
the original, while it is centered on the forgery.
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DECREE FIXING COLOMBIAN POSTAL RATES, 15 DECEMBER 1996

A translation of the decree raising postal rates on 1 January 1903 was
published in the November 1986 issue of CCIPACARTA. This rate increase lasted for
for only a year. Decree Number 1197 of 15 December 1903, approved by Acting
President Marroquin on 30 December 1903, and published in the Diario Oficial Number
11,972 on 5 January 1904 adjusted the rates generally to those prevailing in 1902.
The translated decree reads as follows:
Ministry of Government, Decree Number 1197 of 1903 (15 December) by which is
established the schedule of charges for the hational posts.
The Vicepresident of the Republic, charged with the Executive Power
CONSIDERING:
That in conformity with Law 33 of the present year "concerning regularization
of the monetary system and amortization of the paper money" and in view of Article 5
of the Universal Postal Convention of Washington, which sets the limits for the
prices which should be charged for the transport of postal matter and establishes
the surcharge which can be imposed cn such prices for those mailings which are
subject to costs of maritime transit,
DECREES:
Art. 1. The following schedUle of postal charges is established in gold
currency, that will be collected in per money according to the exchange rate
established each three months as is prescribed in paragraph 3 of Article 10 of Law
33 of 1903.
CORRESPONCIENZE TO FOREIGN DESTINATIONS
Regular Letters. Five centavos (V0-05) for each, up to a weight of fifteen
grams (15 grs.), and five centavos ($0435) for each additional fifteen grams (15
grs.) or fraction thereof.
Postal Cards. Singles, two centavos ($0-02) each; doubles, four centavos
($0-04).
Newspapers. Che centavo ($0-01) for each fifty grams (Se grs.). Printed
matter of various classes, two centavos ($0-02) for each fifty grams (53 grs.).
Business Papers. Ten centavos ($0-10) for each piece up to a weight of 250
grams (250 grs.) and two centavos ($0-02) for each additional fifty grams (50 grs.).
Samples. TWo centavos ($0-02) for each, up to a weight of a hundred grams
and one centavo (V0-01) for each additional fifty grams (50 grs.).

(lee grs.)

The weight of each mailing of newspapers and business papers should not exceed
two thousand grams (2,000 grs.) and that of samples, three hundred and fifty grams
(350 grs.).
Registration Fees. Ten centavos ($0-10) for the registration fee and fifteen
centavos ($0-15) for registration and acknowledgement of receipt, in addition to the
regular postage.
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Ordinary Letters. Two centavos ($0-02) each up to a weight of fifteen grams
(15 grs.) and two centavos ($0-02) for each additional fifteen grams (15 grs.) or
fraction thereof.
Postal Cards. Two centavos ($0-02) for each single and four centavos ($0-04)
for each double card.
Printed Matter. One half centavo ($0-0 1/2) for each piece up to a weight of
fifty grams (50 grs.) and one half centavo ($0-0 1/2) for each additional fifty
grams (90 grs.) or fraction thereof. Newspapers will be free of postage until six
(6) months after the date of publication. Copies of editions which more than six
months old will pay the rate for other printed matter.
Business Papers. TWo centavos ($0-172) for each piece up to a weight of two
hundred and fifty grams (25e grs.) and one centavo for each additional fifty grams
(50 grs.) or fraction thereof.
Samples. One centavo ($0-01) for each one up to a weight of one hundred grams
(IE0 grs.) and one centavo (w-Hat) for each additional fifty grams (50 grs.) or
fraction thereof.
Registered Letters. Ten centavos ($0-10) for the registration fee and fifteen
centavos ($0-15) for registration with acknowledgement of receipt, in addition to
the regular postage.
Legal Papers (Expedientes or pliegos autos civiles). Five centavos (pa-es)
for each fifteen grams or fraction of this weight.
Shipments of Valuables. For each ten pesos ($10) or fraction of this amount
in gold currency, twenty centavos ($0-20). For each ten pesos ($10) or fraction of
this amount in silver currency of nominal value, twenty centavos ($0-20). For each
ten pesos ($10) in nickel coins of nominal value, five centavos ($13-05), For each
ten pesos in per money of any class, two percent (2%) of the value of•this sum in
gold currency. For each ten pesos ($10) in ordinary coins or in letters of credit,
two percent (2%) of the value in gold currency. For shipments of gold dust or bars,
three percent (3%) of its value, but if it is being sent to a national mint to be
coined, only one percent (1%). For shipments of unminted silver, platinum, jewelry
or precious stones, three percent (3%) of the value in gold.
Shipments of Merchandise. For each one hundred grams (100 grs.) or fraction
thereof, two and one half centavos (00-02 1/2).
Art. 2. All correspondence and shipments of alt classes directed to residents
of Lazaretos and those that these residents send to any location in the Republic
win be free of postage.
Art. 3. Samples of products of the country up to 100 grams (I00 grs.) will be
shipped free of charge in the internal malIS.
Art 4. Shipments of merChandise manufactured in this country will be shipped
for one half of the rates established in Article 1.
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Art. 5. The value of shipments that consist of uncoined metals, jewelry or
precious stones will consist of the insured value or lacking that, will be fixed by
the sender in agreement with the Chief of the office and in case these two cannot
agree will be fixed by a respectable person selected by the respective
Administrators of Posts.
Art. 6. Procedures will remain in effect which are not in conflict with this
decree, which will take effect from this date: but the corre e400nctnce and packages
which have been delivered to the post offices, paid in accordance with the fees
prior to those herein established will be delivered without requiring the new
postage.
To be comunicated and published.
Given in Bogota, the 30th of December 1903.
Jose Manuel MARROWIN
The Minister of Government,
Esteban JARAMILLO

ANOTI+.7 RARITY 5:URFACES

by Jim Cross
We all dream occasionally about winning a lottery or finding a bonanza. I had
this good fortune in October with a fortunate find in a stamp auction lot. I bid
upon on a lot listed as "COLOMBIAN STATES, A lovely collection on album pages,
generally represented throughout w/the strongest coverage in Antioquia 4. Bolivar.
Many better throughout incl. a host of unlisted items, gen F-VF. Cat abt $585." My
wholesale bid for Filatelia PanaMericana was successful. The collection was in a
French album and all stamen, mint and used, were in the type of mounts used in the
1940's which completely seal the stamps in the mount. It seared to be accurately
described. I noted Antioquia Scott 82-83, Bolivar 61 and Cundinamarca 12-14 4. Fl.
as well as several NO HAY ESTAMPILLAS items and a number of manuscript cancels.
After removing the better items that I noted and some that I wanted for my
collection, I set the remainder aside to be integrated into my business stock. I
realized that this would be a slow process, since each stamp had to be removed from
its mount. About three weeks later, I got around to working with the rest of the
collection. Imagine my surprise when I found that the stamp which I had assumed was
Scott 24 was in fact Scott 24a used, on pelure paper.
The Antioquia 2 1/2 centavos stamp of 1875 co white wove paper is listed by
the major catalogs as follows: Scott 24, Michel 22, Gibbons 22, Yvert 22, Minkus 23,
Temorano 20 and Barriga 20. Only Scott and Minkus list the variety on pelure paper,
shown by Scott as i r.eued in 1878. It is assigned italicized catalog values of $1933
mint and $1250 used, the highest for any Colombian Departmental stamp. Neither the
original owner nor the auctioneer were apparently aware of its identity - the former
perhaps because it is not listed in Yvert and the album had no space for it, the
latter perhev5 due to the mounts which hindered thorough examination of the
collection in detail. I have consigned the stamp in the current CCPAPHIL mail sale
and will share my good fortune by donating an additional 15/. of the selling price to
CCPAPHIL in addition to the regular commission.
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THE POSTAL MARXINGS OF PANAMA, 1878-1906 (continued)
b y Lawson P. Entwistle and Dr. Ernesto Arosemena N.
Although in the August 1986 issue it was stated that the last installment of the
Panama postal markings series was being presented, we still have a few markings that
were recorded recently. In addition, some new earlier, or later dates have been reported and these are included herein.
We hope that members will continue to send in new postal markings so that from
time to time they can be published in our journal. We feel sure that there are many
lore out there.
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Dec. 4, 1893, lone date.

REP. DE PANAMA

A

14 nr,m,

fig. 121
On cover with Sc. No. 78; date of Panama
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Seen only on loose stamp
50c of 1888.
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On same cover with fig.
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Seen only on loose stamp
5c of Fourth Issue.

Bocos del Toro

fig. 124
Seen only on loose
stamp, 5c A.R. of
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REVISION OF DATES
fig. 3
fig. 4
fig. 5
fig. 6
fig. 8
fig. 10
fig. 11
fig. 14
fig. 17
fig. 25
fig. 36
fig. 37
fig. 45
fig. 55
fig. 56
fig. 68
fig. 69
fig. 81

Feb. 3, 1886 / Dec. 7, 1892
Sept. 3, 1891 / Nov. 18, 1891
Sept. 26, 1893 / Dec. 28, 1904
Jan. 2, 1894 / Sept. 6, 1893
Dec. 27, 1898 / Mar. 18, 1902
Jan 22, 1903 / Aug. 11, 1905
Jan 17, 1904 / Aug. 29, 1905
Dec. 19, 1905(?) / May 2, 1906
June 21, 1904 / Mar. 29, 1905
Aug. 31, 1881 / Apr 21, 1883
Feb. (?), 1882 / Feb. 2, 1884
Aar. 15, 1835 / July 24, 1889
July (?), 1896 / Sept. 23, 1901
Mar. 2, 1837 / Nov. 26, 1892
Mar. 29, 1894 / Oct. 26, 1903
Sept. 26, 1893
Nov. 25, 1902 / Dec. 23, 1902
Error: dates should be Jan. 2, 1896/
Apr. 14, 1897.

-Si-

121.

FEBRUARY 1937

CCPACPRTA

HELP WANTED: PANAMA HAMILTON BANK NOTE CO. 1906 PROOFS
Promotional effort of the Hamilton Bank Note Company in Central and South
America finally paid off in Panama with a contract in 1906 for preparation and delivery of the new Republic's first definitive postage set, centesimo through 50 centesimos (Scott #185-193L
The Hamilton Bank Note Company developed a large variety of trial colors of the
mostly bicolor essays. The entire array of colors was examined for each denomination,
with varying vignette colors. Some have paste-up vignettes of different colors.
1/4

The set was issued with the 2it stamp in a single color, and the FM black and
black in which the vignette was printed separately but in the same color as the frame.
Can you name any others?
One of our members, Federico Brid, is compiling a listing of these interesting
issues for publication in COPACARTA. To ensure completion he needs youR help in
submitting information on any die proofs or plate proofs of this issue. To date the
background material includes a published list by Philip Ward and the inventory of
several major collections. The number of varieties is large, but the quantities of each
are infinitesimally small; so most of the items are either unique or one of a handful.
Thus, even if you have only a single item, its mention is important and would be
appreciated.
Please send what you have for inclusion in the list. Any actual proofs received
will be returned promptly. A good xerox with detailed color description will also be
satisfactory. Send to:

Federico A. Brid
110 Awater Terrace
Springfield, MA
01107
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ThF 1929 PANAMA FIRST FLEUIS, LtWtCTIONS ADDITInw
by David Leeds

The article on Panama First Flights in the November 1986 issue of CCPACARTA
contained several factual errors. The American Airmail Catalog, page 1426, Volume
III, gives rluei of the story:
"The Republic of Panama had anticipated dispatching mail on the return flight.
However, this was precluded by the contract between PAA and the U.S. Post Office.
As a courtesy, PAA carried Panama mail on a second airplane, This action by PAA
was severely criticized in aerophilatelic circles. The flight came to be known as
the "Outlaw Flight." "Outlaw Mail" was not backstawed on arrival at Miami and was
not given air mail service in the U.S. Nevertheless covers from thjis flight were
included in most Lindbergh collections and the 25c Panama stamp issued for this
occasion is considered by many to be a Lindbergh item. The pilot of the outlaw
flight was A. G. Person."
The first cover pictured in the previous article was carried by A.G. Person,
not Lindbergh. Panama had expected to be permitted to dispatch mail on the
Lindbergh Flight. The Canal Zone rate had been set at 25 cents airmail plus 2 cents
postage. and had surcharged stamps to meet the 25 cents rate and also overprinted
the 2 cents envelope for airmail use.
Panama, expecting to participate, surcharged the unpopular EN DRES° stamps, to
make a 25 centavos stamp to meet the airmail rate. News got out, and covers were
prepared, mostly mailed at Colon; few were from Panama. Even though Panama had no
contract with PAA, PAA wanted the publicity and goodwill, so a second plane with
A.G. Person as pilot carried the Panama mail. AAMS lists the items as Lincterghiana
#45 (Colon--Miami) and #46 (Panama-City-Miami). As far as scarcity goes, they rank a
bit better than the Miami-Cristobal flight (F5-1, '321 covers), with the Panama City
origins being several times scarcer than the Colon origins. This is easy to explain
since covers for dealers and the Juan Trippe covers originated in Colon. I believe
that PAA stocked the covers for some months for sale to collectors at a bit over
face value, as was their custom for flights that had short notice to collectors.
Carlos Ortiz was a well-known Panama collector, who I believe was an official with
the Panama Post Office -- something like 3rd Assistant Postmaster General (Apartado
3).
The second cover pictured in the previous article is listed in AAMC, Volume
IV, page 1820, as F9-5c. There are very few "normal" covers -- most have stares
with the errors (in the steorpe, such as Scott C2a or C2b) and were sent registered
by Sr. Ortiz. Note his return address, Apartado 3. Quite a few covers were sent to
Guayaquil (from Panama and Colon), and to all points from Cristobal, but for some
reason the Lima extension was neglected. It was not originally planned to go that
far, but at the last minute PAA must have decided to extend the flight. It was no
problem with the cachet for they used removable letters in the rubber stamp. I
inclose photocopies of two additional covers from this flight, one franked with C2a
and one with C2b. Note that although the sender is not Sr. Ortiz, they show the
originating address of Apartado 3. On my covers the 2 centavos postage rate is
defrayed by two 1 centavos stamps of the 19113 issue.
Editor's Note: The markings cn the covers accompanying this article are
similar to those on the cover pictured in the previous article. They are addressed
to Julio Trelles, c/o Jefe del Servicio Internacional, Lima, Peru and show Sr.
Trelles as the originator. These and other First Flight Covers from Panama will be
illustrated in future editions of COPACARTA as space permits.
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The George Alevizos auction of December 16th included 41 lots of Colombia
including a large number of lots of seldom offered states, locals and "no hay
estampilIas". 33 lots were sold. Among the highlights (prices include 10% heiruer
fee):
- Lot of over 175 local ald private posts with errors and multiples. $495 against a
$500 estimate.
- Medellin Letter Sheet, H8G MA1, mint fresh & VF. $66 against a $150 estimate. (A
similar lot is offered in the March COPAPHIL Mail Sale).
- Medellin 1/2c, 2 blocks of 4 used on 1916 registered cover to Bogota w/F21.
$115.50 against a $125 estimate.
- Tumaco Provisionals, Two covers used to the U.S. which were charged postage We
and one used to Paris which was not. $286 against a $3133 estimate.
- Two lots of Rio Hacha "No Hay Estampilias" each consisting of 3 covers used to the
U.S. $93.50 and $115.50 against estimates of $190 each.
- Lot of 275 provisiccats including Medellin issues (56), Medellin Provisionals
(65), Cali 'No Hay Estampillas" complete, etc. with catalog of $450+1450 FFr plus
uncounted. $330 against $350 estimate.
- Antioquia duplicated collection 1868-88, 345 stamps lacking 4 for completion with 2
(used) and 34 (mint). Scott catalog $1980. $522.50 against $350 estimate.
- Cauca 1890 5c red, Scott #5 used on cover from Rio Sucio to Quibdo. $935 against
an estimate of $450. See photo below.
- aindinamarca full sheet of redrawn 5c of 1884 including the tete-beche pair. Scott
catalog $22214. $99 against an estimate of $100.
- Cucuta specialized lot of 83 stamps including unlisted varieties. $231 against an
estimate of $150. Scott catalog value $395++.
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My apologies for the very poor copies of the ede and letterhead of El Progeso
Filatelico. I had only a faint xerox copy to begin with and the paper of the
available original is so brittle that it crumbles to the touch. Thanks to Martin
O'Brien who furnished the original to cur library and to Ray Ireson for the much
traveled post card cn page 53.
I hope the article on the "Spiro" forgeries is of interest and will serve to
generate additional articles on identification of forgeries and reprints. This is
an area in which much work needs to be done. The limited amount that has been
published is difficult to Tecate and many articles, like Earee's "Album Weeds" are
not adequately Illustrated. I have inclosed the neve 'Spiro" in quotation marks.
When the illustrated sheets were offered in the Spanish Main Society auction they
were listed as Spiro forgeries. I wrote to Brian Moorhouse asking for the reference
which so identified them. In the meanwhile, I was surprised to find that our
printer was offering a "sale" co printing for the first week in December. I rushed
to set-up the available articles, including that one, to take advantage of the 2
cents a copy rate. Since then I have heard from Brian that he cannot locate a
specific reference, however, the sheet size is that used by the Spiro brothers and
this forgery is usually attributed to them.
There is a version of "Murphy's Law" which states that undetected
proof-reading errors Will appear in copy where they cause the maximum embarraseeeit,
Thus you will find that the date of the decree in the title of the article on page
57 is incorteetly shown as 1986, when of course it should be 1903. Article 6 of the
decree is somewhat confusing, The decree is dated 15 December 1983, but is signed
by the Vice-President on 30 December 1903, and is then to be communicated and
published, which would seem to require additional time. Can anyone furnish more
information about this. Also what was the effect of the decree on existing stamp
stocks. Were they now valued in gold currency? Are there any other references from
the period, such as newspaper articles, which give additional information about the
change.
I an indebted to David Leeds for correcting my mistakes in the article about
the Panama First Flight Covers in the November issue. I was interested mainly in
illustrating the covers to fill an empty page and to add something about Panama to
an issue devoted primarily to Colombia. Unfortunately I relied upon what I had been
told about the covers, rather than going to primary sources. I an surprised that no
one else called my attention to the error. Panama specialists please take note - I
need to receive more material, if I an to keep the publication balanced.
I an somewhat surprised at the prices shown in the American Air Mail Catalog
for the Panama first flight covers. Apparently first flight collectors concentrate
on obtaining a cover from the flight and ignore the stamps that frank the cover. I
have had a similar experience with U.S. pre-cancel collectors. They often sell a
stamp such as the 5 cents Lindbergh for a few cents, simply because it has a common
pre-cancel type or town name. Higgins & Gage lists a used copy of Panama stamped
envelope B-2 at $15.00 and Scott lists used copies of C2a and C2b at $20.00 each.
Surely when these stamps are used on the stamped envelope the resulting cover is
worth more than the $8.00 price shown for the Panama-Lima flight F9-5c. While most
first flight covers are philatelic, in many cases these are alwel the only uses of
the stale,. that survive on cover. In the case of the overprinting errors of Scott
Cl & C2, few used stamps can be found off-cover and only the philatelic nature of
the FFC's (which insured that most would be saved) makes any substantial number
available to country collectors.
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A further note on the Panama-Miami FFC. The American Airmail Catalog
indicates that the "Outlaw Covers" were not backstafflped in Miami. This may be true
for ordinary airmail covers, however, the cover illustrated in the November article
is registered and as such was backstamped in Miami, 13 Feb 29 and again in New York,
15 Feb 29.
A note with my Christmas card from Dr. Arosemena in Panama reminds me that I
was not uowletely correct in stating that the Atlapa Center replaces the National
Theater. While many functions are being held in the new building, the theater
continues to be used.
There is no FPEGLNTAS column in this issue, but I received a request from a
member for information on the First KLM direct flight from Barranquilla to Curacao
on August 26, 1937. Anyone who can help, please send me the details.

C1

AD RATES: Classified per line.
Business Cards.

IED

One Insertion $ .50 Four Insertions $1.50.
One Insertion $1.50 Four Insertions $5.00.

WANTED: Covers with SCADTA consular frankings. Send xerox copy and price desired
(IV-3)
to G.C. Mayer, 462 Auburndale Ave. Akron OH 44313
WANTED: Panama including non-Scott stamps of 1963-1970, mint LH or NH. Jim Lewis,
(IV-3)
411 Vittorio, Coral Gables FL 33146.
WANTED: REVENLES, revenue stamped paper and documents with revenues. Latin
Americaa, U.S. and world wide needed. Ship insured with asking price or for
immediate cash offer. W.G. KREMBER, Box 693, Bartow FL dJUJJ

(VI-I)

EXCHANGE OR BUY: Canal Zone and Panama. Canal Zone exchanged for Panama at 20% SCV
of Panama. Canal Zone exchanged equal at purblished HG, SC, or LPSS values..
Panama for Panama exchanged equal.
Have CZ Xmas seals, labels, postal stationery, covers, permits, meters, postage
stamps, liquor revenues; Colombia SCADTA Consular overpritns, and general Panama and
Colombia postal stationery, stamps, covers to trade.
Specifically desire earlies, errors, pert ins, postal stationery, and covers of the
Canal Zone; earlies t covers, errors, high values, postal stationery, and BOB of
Panama; and mixed franking covers which include CZ--like SCADTA-CZ.
Same offers apply to entire Colombian and Central American collections.
Autographed copies of my book, the Coins and Currency of Panama, Krause
Publications, 1972, Iola, Wisconsin, available for $10. ppd EEUU-foreign, except
Panama, include $4 additional.
J. Grigore Jr., 425 Harbor Dr. S., Venice, FL 33595

FCR SALE: A long list of Colombian listed and
SASE. Also selling my used stock of Colombia
Scott number) as country lots at 1/8 of Scott
than 10 cents are free. Tom Edison, Box 822,
-6E-

(V-1)

unlisted errors and varieties for a
and Panama (includes up to 5 of any
catalog value. Items cataloging less
(IV-3)
Oakland CA 94604
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1699 Post Card showing view of "Culebra Cut" with the French Canal workings
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New Members

182 Aggersberg, D J StanGib Publ Parkside
187 Del Campo, Ricardo 14 N.E. 1st Ave.
186 Hardie, Robert J 28325 Center Ridge Rd C13
183 Iida, H
Box 11, Hayama
164 Munoz, Juan J
(address unpublished)
185 Ovrebo, Clark L =29 Napoleon Apt 9

Ringwood
ER24 35H England
Miami FL
33131 USA
Westlake CH
44145 USA
Karagawa
240-01 Japan
Bogota
Colombia
New Orleans LA 70115 USA

Changes of Address

123 Fletcher, Bob
(address unpublished)
VA Head} VA
23464 USA
118 Lewis, James L
9725 N. New River Canal #411 Coral Gables FL :35324 USA
095 Maxwell, Clyde R 2041 Business Ctr Dr 101
Irvine CA
92715 USA
147 Perotti, R. F.
Box 765
Boalsburg PA
16827 USA
124 Zeta, Laslo F
Box 462
Cnagrih Falls CH 44022
Rebut Hardie, a genealogist, collects Colombia and Panama as well as a number
of other countries. Dr. Munoz collects Colombia. Mr Cvrebo collects Colombia and
Mushrooms on steeps. Sr. Del Campo collects Colombia, Panama and Cuba

Alex Render received a Gold Medal and the A.P.S. Research Award for his
exhibit of "Colombia 1968-I883" at ARIPEX. Bill Welch received a Silver & an A.R.A.
Silver Award for his exhibit of 'Revenue Stamps of Colombia, 1858-1933' and Deborah
Friedman received a gold medal and the A.P.S, Medal 1900-1940 for her exhibit of
'Colombia Air Post" at the Garfield Perry Mardi Party.
Our specialized study circles are continuing their efforts.
The Colcmbia
Postal Stationery Study Grobp has issued its 9th circular. The main subjects
covered include International Reply Coupons and Telegraph cards. The Colombia
1904-1940 Study Group has prepared a tentative bibliography based upon input frcm
its members with a cross-reference by Scott Webers. Circular Number 1 of the
Colombia Revenue Study GrcUp lists the bibliography of articles known to the
Coordinator, Alan Anycn, a listing of types of revenues known, a discussion of the
class system used prior to 1905. He also included a copy of a 1965 publication of
the Panaearican Lnion, summarizing Laws of Colombia affecting business, which
includes a table of Stamp Taxes. Members who wish to become participating merbern
of these study groups are urged to respond to the cpestionaire which is being
distributed with the 1987-1986 Dues Notices which are being mailed with this issue.
David Leeds is drafting a Panama Revenue Catalog. Nothing has been published
on this subject since the Forbin catalog of 1915. We hope to begin publishing draft
segments in COPACARTA in the near future. Any rrembers who have holdings of Panama
revenues and would like to help in this effort should check the Panama Revenue Study
Circle on the questionaire.
George Maier exhibited his outstanding collection of the "Postal History of
the Audiencia of Quito during the Real Renta de Correus, 1769-1822" at SAMDICAL
1967. The area of the Audiencia included not only the present territory of Ecuador,
but also northern Peru and southern Colombia as far north as Suga. In addition to
several unique pieces from towns in modern Ecuador, the exhibit includes colonial
covers from Barbacoae. Buga, Cali, Caloto, Llanogrande (Palmira), Pasta. PoPaYah,
Cuilaehac (Santander), Roldanillo, Tulua, Tumaco and Tuquerres. The exhibit
includes a renter of letters concerning the appointment of colonial postmasters.
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Colombia has been very visible in the philatelic press of late. Larry
Crain authored an article in the January-February 1987 Topical Times on "The
Legend of El Dorado;" the March 7, 1987 issue of Stamps printed "Calcutta Takes
to the Air," a brief introduction for the general collector and Linns March 23,
1987 Philatelic Gems column featured an interesting overview of the "Rarities
Among Colombia's Early Issues." Also, congratulations to Dr. James B. Helms whose
1986 three part article in the Collectors Club Philatelist on "Panama, 1687-1888
Issue" was chosen as Best Article to Appear in the Journal for the year.
Likewise, this has been an active year for CCPAPHIL, and it is only May. CUr
first study circles were successfully launched and I hope more of you will decide to
participate. Thank you to those who have volunteered to coordinate a circle. Alan
Anyon, Larry Crain, Jim Cross, Bob Mitchell and Bill Sauber are coordinators for the
circles that have been activated. Where are all of you who collect Panama so
circles can be started in that area too?
We had two regional meetings this spring, one in Cleveland at the Garfield
Perry March Stamp Party and the other in San Francisco at WESTPEX. David Leeds
spoke in Cleveland on Panama Fiscals and I on Colombia Air Mail. Seven members
and four guests attended. WESTPEX was the site of the American Air Mail Society
convention and in keeping with the theme, the program was Panama and Colombia Air
Mails. David Leeds and I were speakers and seven menters and three guests
attended. Bob D'Elia also showed his pre-stamp covers. These meetings are a
wonderful way to meet other members, share information, and increase the awareness
of other collectors about our specialty. I am sure there must be a few more of you
who would be willing to present a program on some aspect of Colombia or Panama at a
CCPAPHIL regional meeting at a national show. I'd really like to hear from you!
I hope to see many of you in Toronto at our CAPES program. In case you missed
the previous announcement, our program wilt be on Saturday, June 20 from 10 A.M. 12 noon. At 10:e0 A.M. David Leeds wills speak on "Panama - Some Neglected Aspects
from Flights to Fiscals" At 11:00 A.M. Alex Rendon b I will sepek on "Colombia, An
Overview." CAPER will be the last cpportUnity for many years to come in lebrth
America to see many of the best collections of Colombia and Panama. A rester of
these collections were not sheer at AMER/PE(. I have been advised by Andrew Cronin,
one of our meHners who is also a CAPE( judge, that an effort is being made to
organize a get together of all Latin American visitors, possibly on June 18 which
has been designated as FIAF Day. Details are not yet available, but if the
gathering is held, I will make every effort to publicize it. Information should be
available at the CAPES office at the show and hopefully at the APS lounge.
Lastly, I lock forward to receiving your entry in our first one frame mail
competition. The first entry has already arrived! If you have never exhibited, it
will hopefully get you started towards the goal of an entry for BALPEX BB. Most
importantly, the entries will be a valuable resource for our library that members
will be able to borrow. Bob D'Elia has volunteered to serve as CCPAPHIL Librarian.
I will have more to report on this in my next colurn.
Dues notices for next year are being mailed with this issue. The Board of
Directors has established a new category of Contributing Merbers for those who
contribute $5.00 or more in addition to their Wes. Contributions, together with
profits from our mail sales will be earmarked for our publications fund.
Debby Friedman
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POSTAL CARDS ILLUSTRATE COLOMBIAN POSTN WeTeRY
by Jim Cross

I have always been fascinated by old postal cards. In previous articles I
have described Colombian postal cards which showed unusual routings and cards which
conveyed a stamp dealer's advertising. Postal cards also illustrate postal history,
and give us glimpses into the workings of the postal system.
To understand Colombian postal cards, we must first review the history of
postal card rates. Colombia issued its first postal card with a 5 centavos
denomination in 1881, When it joined the Universal Postal Union in 1881 the rate
became 2 centavos for both foreign and domestic postal cards. Decree 157 of 1902
increased the postage for a single postal card from 2 centavos to 5 centavos on 1
March 1902 due to the inflation caused by the 'IMO Days" (See Waiter Biell's
article in the November 1983 CCPACARTA). This rate remained in effect in 1903 (See
translated decree in Noverter 1986 COPACARTA), Blell wrote that the 5 centavos rate
remained in effect until March 1905. However, the decree translated In the Noveeter
1988 i ceee of COPACARTA indicates that the postal card rate was reduced to 2
centavos (gold currency) on / January 1904, Dr, Vitautas Stasiukynas has provided
two additional extracts of the Diario Oficial affecting postal card rates. Decree
253, 11 March 1905, changed the interior postai card rate from 2 centavos to 1
centavo, with a double card to the interior at 2 centavos. Circular 12180-A of the
General Administration of Posts & Telegraphs, 25 October 1936, confirmed the
existing rates (Interior - 1 centavo, Exterior - 2 centavos) and, noting that there
were no available government postal cards in these denominations, authorized the
acceptance of any private postal cards which were not pornographic with the postage
to be paid by affixing the appropriate Colombian postage stems. Summarizing the
rates were:

1 Jan 1881
/ Jul 1881
I Mar 1932
I Jan 1934
11 Mar 1905

- 30 Jun
- 28 Feb
- 31 Dec
- 10 Mar
-

1881
1902
1903
1905

5 centavos

2 centavos
5 centavos
2 centavos (gold currency)
2 centavos (exterior) & I centavo (interior)

The first three rates in the table apply to postal cards used in Panama prior
to 3 November 1903. However, the currency in use in the Department of Panama was
the gold peso, rather than the silver peso which circulated in the rest of Colombia.
Since the gold peso was worth twice as much as the silver pesos in foreign currency.
Effectively the postal rates in Panama were higher than the rates in the rest of
CoIodnia. In order to prevent the abuse of this differential by bringing in stems
purchased for silver currency, separate steeps were used in Panama after 1887.
However, the Panama issues did not include a postal card. Recently two postal cards
used in Panama have been discovered with additional postage added. The first was
sold in the /986 OTAPe/L mail sale. It was a aingle card with a I centavos stamp
added. The second card was illustrated in an article in the February 1907 Issue of
the Mainsheet and is reproduced in Figure 1 by courtesy of Brian Moorhouse. The
card is a rare example of the usage of the Response portion of a double postal card
(H&G le) from Germany to Panama with registration postage added in Germany. A 2
centavos stamp of the Panama 1892 issue was affixed to the response portion of the
card and cancelled in Bocas del Toro at the time of mailing, 28 Dec 1898. Moorhcuse
assumed the extra postage was required to make up the international rate. However,
this was not required. It is always possible that the overpayments were accidental,
but there is another plausible eeplanation. Is it possible that in order to prevent

profiting by using postal cards purchased elsewehere in Colombia, Panama postal
authorities required the sender to purchase the card at the time of mailing or
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else charged the difference between the two currencies (1 centavo on a single card
and 2 centavos on the double card, of which the reply half is illustratedr.

Figure 1 - Response Card with 2 Centavos Additional Panama Postage
The 1926 Circular cited above is the earliest official reference to private
postai cards known to the author. However, earlier cards are known. The card
illustrated cn the cover of this issue was mailed from Panama with two centavos
postage in 1099. It is pictured courtesy of George McCarty who offered it on his
latest Panama price list. I have seen other cards sent from Panama before
Independence. However, I have not seen private postcards from any other part of
Colombia prior to 1904 and would appreciate hearing from merters who know of any.
After I March 1922, postal cards illustrate the difficulties that the postal
authorities had in adjusting to the new rates. Blell described how the stock of the
2 centavos postal cards in the hands of the q ireccion General de Correos was
surdharged 5 centavos in May 1932. The surcharge was also applied to the stock of
the set of 10 viewcards printed on the reverse of government postal cards (H&G 148).
5 centavos postal cards and response cards (H&G 18-19) were not issued until 1903.
The earliest usage dates of these cards reported by our Postal Stationery Study
Circle is 15 June 1902 for the surcharged postal cards, ? Jan 1903 for the
surcharged viewcard and 25 April 1903 for the new 5 centavos postal card. The
evidence indicates that the stock of 2 centavos cards in the hands of local post
offices was not recalled, Panama post offices had a stock of 2 centavos cards on
hand in November 1903 which were overprinted for use until the first printed Panama
cards could be prepared. This article illustrates late use of 2 centavos cards from
several other towns including Bogota.
Presumably the additional three centavos to make up the new rate should have
been paid by adding postage stamps to the 2 centavos cards from / Mardi until the
surcharged cards were received, However, used 2 centavos postal cards without
additional postage are more common than those with postage added, not only in this
period, but throughout the remainder of 1902 and 1903. One such card was
illustrated co page 21 of the August 1986 CDPACARTA, mailed from Santa Marta on 21
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Jun 1902. Figure 2 illustrates a card from my collection, mailed from Barranquilla
to Ghent, Belgium on 18 August 1902, with receiving mark of 11 Sept 02.
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Figure 2 - 2 centavos postal card used 25 June 1902 without additional postage
Figure 3 illustrates an unsurcharged 2 centavos view card mailed from Bogota

on 11 May 1903 without additional postage.

Figure 3 Unsurcharged Pehlke view card mailed 11 May 1903
Two postal cards offered at a recent Alevizos auction illustrate proper
addition of the extra postage. The card in Figure 4 has three one centavo stamps of
the 1622 Panama issue added. It was mailed from Panama to Switzerland on 23 July
1903. Figure 5 shows a card with the blue 4 centavos stamp of the 1902 Bogota Issue
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added. It was mailed from Bogota on 7 September 1903. Presumably, the 4 centavos
starp was used hRcP,use there was no current 1 centavo stamp available to make up the
Proper rate. Due to inflation the real value of the extra centavo was
infinitesimal. The sender, Alfonso (.11jerld, offered to exchange viewcards of
Bogota, Panama and Medellin for illustrated postal cards of the Uhited States.
These are both later usages and may indicate that supplies of the surcharged cards
and the 1903 5 centavos cards were exhausted on those dates,

Figure 4 - Postal Card with Additional Postage from Panama, 28 Jul 1903

Figure 5 - Postal Card with Additional Postage from Bogota, Sep 7 1903
When the postal card rate was changed back to 2 centavos in gold currency in
1904, no new postal cards were issued in this denomination. I have not yet seen
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examples of the 5 centavos postal cards used in 1904. I do have 3 examples of the
unsurcharged 2 centavos cards used in 1924, One is shown in figure 6 sent from
Doane in October 1904. This would be the proper rate, except that it is in the
deflated currency. Figure 7 illustrates the only use I have seen of a 2 centavos
postal card with a two centavos stamp of the 1904 issue properly added to pay the
Postage in gold currency. It was sent from Bogota to Leipzig in March 19e4.
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Figure 7 - 2 Centavos Postal Card with 1904 postage added
References;
1. Diario Oficial No 11,930, 28 October 1903.
2. Diario Oficial No 11.972, 5 January 1904.
3. Diario Oficial hb 12,017, 27 February 1904.
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COLCWIAN " INFJ MICIN CrIVFRC"

Editor's Nate: Information and illustrations ueed in this article were
supplied by Vitautas Stasiukynas and Debbie Friedman.
At the end of the war of "The Thousand Days", the economic situation in
Colombia was very bad and the peso had declined in value against foreign currency.
The government issued Law 33 of 1933 (I) which regulated the monetary system and the
amortization of the paper money. This law revalued the peso by a factor of ID). It
established the monetary unit of the nation as the gold peso of 1672 milligrams with
a purity of 90%.
This monetary reform affected alt phases of daily life, gold and silver coins
were minted, but nevertheless the old per money continued to circulate at its
reduced value. For the purpose of franking letters, the old postage stamps were
accepted at their reduced value, that is 1 paper peso equal to 1 gold centavo. The
new postal rates were published in Decree 1197 of 1903 (2), translated in the
February 1987 issue of CCPACARTA.
There were therefore two ways to frank mail under the new rates. It could be
franked with the new postage stamps of the 1904 issue valued in gold currency or
with stamps of the earlier issues at the rate of 100/1. The latter create a form of
"inflation covers" In which an ordinary single letter is franked with 5 pesos in
postage. Parimially in Cartagena and Barranquilla, this rate was often made up of
blocks of fifty 10 centavos stews, which were applied to both the front and back of
the envelopes.
Figure 1 on page 76 illustrates such a cover showing how part of the postage
was often folded under. Figure 2 below illustrates a euadruple rate registered
cover from Barran quilla to New York. The postage is paid by four 5 Pesos stamps of
the 1903 Barranquilla issue and the registration fee of 10 centavos is paid by a 10
Pesos stamp of the same issue cancelled with a manuscript "R".

•
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Figure I - Letter from Cartagena to Manchester, England, February 15, 1905
(The remainder of the block of 50 stares is folded under the envelope flap)
-76-

CCPACARTA

MAY /987

Figure 3 illustrates a 1904 cover from Girardot to New York. The 5 centavos
single foreign rate is paid with ten copies of the se centavos stamp of the 1902
Bogota issue. Figure 4 illustrates another 1934 cover from Bogota to Guatemala with
the single foreign rate paid by the 5 Pesos stamp of the 1902 Bogota issue.
"Inflation Covers" franked with stamps of the 1902 Medellin issue may also exist.
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REPtY COUPONS CF THE POSTAL UNION CF TI-EA. AMDRICAS ANQ_SEALX
by David Leeds

International Reply Coupons were issued by the Postal Union of the Americas
and Spain for use between the nations of Latin America and Spain. They were in use
from 1936 to March 1, 1956. They were printed in dark green on white paper. Reply
Coupons were issued by Spain, Catarina, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti,
Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Salvador and Venezuela, The size was 129 x 79 mm.
Illustrated below are examples of the coupons from Colcebia and Panama.
F'

.e_.A._ANWV.r4rtr.r<e.C.._VI
1 -!-_,K%ttt.Ke4
.
.
_,
A

•

ii
_g.
'4

i

:1

g

1._
"

..

! ;. tA
j
's

S)

r

P II
fp

)

:

A

\
).

'-

. Z•rn

e

..

1;.;

W

r(

IP- 'id Er
I

1

----. -a ,
tf 1

[1

' t r.fr: / ciif7A-

' • ,ii
,iii i+ 6 , P.
..%"'" *emi
N'n! .., .,,
mrmi.
•
1

Y7. .71 ,9

N '•

?

A1
' 4

'

,

1

.

Pi

4 . tel.'.a..,::: • 1 4
di .6 ' N'4'ciw
it 4 0 1.,_, ,„': .vw
1,M51. i .),Ni _',.i4j.,1- l'tW"' +I VII 1
juj15:Alleriallinitif/ijliPMAYMVPSitym.*KA 4,.
,.,
.

Type II 6 Centesimos

Panama

7.!raNNAOWAV2Y27

Prs' ruon
carlire61 . 14, CwalitulFire'.•
ploes gwo .;do.. dreri:4 U.N.,110.1(
• poi k.1;•rves do. 41srp,e0

15'001 p, di imr.....,;,c..c..11...rri44

(&
• 1:%..

I.

411 'Oil:

6

REPUBLICA DE COLOMBIA

Colombia

1

Type I 12 Centavos
-79-

q

COPACARTA

MAY 1987
AN UNREFMTED PANAMA OFFICIAL WRAPPER

by David Leeds
Pictured below is a used copy of a previously unreported Panama Official
Wrapper. The size is 149 x 299 mm. The text is in light blue with six faintly
dotted lines. It was apparently issued about I905, as this copy is postmarked
Panama 12 Ene 1905. It is addressed to New York, without postage due. Oh the
reverse there is seal of the Presidencia (handstamped in violet. The addressee, E.
A. Drake, was Vice-President of the Panama Railroad at the time of the revolution,
and a behind the scenes promoter of the coup. (See The Lard Divided, Gerstle Mack,
1944, pages 456-7].

or

•
.21f 4=t- (Ted` -

-' -

FIL-PANAM
Box 2245
El Capon, CA. 92021

POSTAGE STAMPS
OF LATIN AMERICA
Jim & Luz Cross
(819)-561-4959

CCIPACARTA

MAY 1987
CATALAGO ALVARO BARR/GA, CCLOWIA. 16th EDITION. I9e$7; A REVIEW
by Alex Rendcn

Published by Filatelia Colombia, Apartado 53404, Bogota, Colombia. Prices
U.S. $7.00.
Catalog is not exactly an accurate description of this volume. It includes a
listing using its own numbering system of stamps and cubiertas, excluding the
States. It is not a specialized catalog and even the major varieties are Emitted,
such as the inverted centers and the 1859 Cliche errors. Among other issues omitted
are official cubiertas, postal stationery And consular overprints.
I continue to find the strict chronological arrangement as used here more
difficult to deal with than Categorial listings, i.e., air mails, departmental
issues, registry stamps, etc. Dolor photography can be effective, but unless it is
done with great care, black and white illustrations are better, The color quality
here is very mixed.
The pricing structure does not seem to reflect the American and European

market place. Likewise, the relative pricing using Colombian pesos seems
questionable. For example, cubiertas that are plentiful are priced higher than the
extremely scare perforate issues of 1905-1908 and the Type II and II handttamoed
"R's" on the 1921 SCADTA issues are priced from 14,M0-40,000 pesos each, while the
lowest priced 1921 surcharged airmail is 90,000 pesos and the easily available mint
1932 Cerreo Aereo set is listed at 59,190 pesos.

The text also needs updating to reflect recent research. For example, the
30/60 Provisional SCADTA issue continues to be shown with an issue date of October
30, 1923. My article published in COPACARTA in May 1986 established the correct
date as October 29.
The Temprano specialized catalog of Colombia, last issued in 1984, continues

to be a more useful reference even though it too need, to have pricing ,rethought,
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A RARE OFFICIAL, CUBIERTA ON COV1EIR
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The cover on the preceding page shows a rare usage of an official cubierta on
cover addressed to a foreign country. It was sent in Octcter 1868 to the Second
Assistant Postmaster of Uruguay. Since at that time Colombia had no postal treaty
of Great Britain cancelled with
with Uruguay, the foreign postage was paid by star
the "C35" marking of Panama. The contents were specimen postage stampz. The
addressee opened the cover and listed the Sterpb received on the reverse. The
contents included 1 cubierta and 10 stamps including 1 listed by the standard
catalogs as being issued at a later date. It was returned to Panama where the
postmaster added a note indicating that he received it in another envelope and was
returning it to Bogota. It is pictured courtesy of George McCarty who is offering
it for sale on his Panama Price List #9, price upon request.

USE THE COLOMBIAN AIRMAIL - PART 5 EIRYIE
Additions to Parts 2 & 3 and Further Aggncies
by Eric Harris
GREAT BRITAIN
COSADA Type as US 6 but Agents:LONDON, 7 Sicilian Ave.
Southampton Row,
On cover Bucaramanga October 1929 to New York!!! and anyway unnecessary
for U.K. as use of Consulars ceased there in December 1926.
Type GB 3

CzERNALI

Type A 2
HAMBURG. A second cover dated 13 July 1922, has been recorded;
registered Bogota to Leipzig. Earliest recorded now February 1922.
Type A 2a HAMBURG. As Type A 2 but house number now 147 instead of 137
Cover from Bogota 28 Dec 1925 backstamped Barranquilla 30 Dec
Type A 4
BERLIN. See illustration
From Bogota, backstamped Barranquilla 24 Nov 1927.
UVITZERLAID
Type S 1
Type S 2
Type S 3

Extend usage - Earliest February 1924
Extend usage - Latest August 1927
"Bolivarian" type as US 7 in French:Consulate General de la Colombie
(Address unreadable)
From Bogota, backstamped Barranquilla Oct 192(9?)

LVSTRIA
Type AUS 2

See illustration
Date not known at present but probably in use before AUS 1

FRANCE
Type F 3

Similar to Type F 1 , definitely "10 ,ours"
Last line reads "PARIS, 8. RUE DE BASSANO"
Cover from Bogota October 1922
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DENMARK
Type D 1

Similar to Type GB 2, also in English
Last two lines read:W. HASSEN, Upsalgade 22,
KOPENHAGEN.
Cover June/July 1924, probably addressed to BELGIUX as Brussels
arrival postmark 15 July 1924

11121.11sED
Type H 1

See illustration
Cover from Bogota 4 September 1930, Barranquilla 5 September.

IDNUET71, 1

J.1.1 L hi II valisiateiseHE ri.tri;PusT
I–but-7.' 6 1111' r Kriel. !JIM
ALINktollit and rhigninrkull .111 1 p n
(;envrni
Ly n-4 John n Kolutulliankrrif
Stadie n ligasA.• 5

BENUSTZET DIE KOt.UfiSIANISCHE CLUGroSTI

Laufzelt der Briefe urn 18 "rage verkuerzt,
A uSk unft and Flugrnarken durch the

Scarlta Deutsche Hauptagentur
BERLIN, W. 35 Schoenebergerufer Na. 35
r[
Teleph4nn: Ku - .

i .:N
Aus 2

A4

PANAMA —
COLOMBIA
—
ECUADOR
MAAKT GE5PLIIK VAN DEN LUCHT!
''
5CADTA
Tiidsneaprrinc Orris 10 dagen.
fniichfingen on Posuegerl verknjgbear .• de

KONINGLUKE LUCI-ITVAART MAATSCHAPPU
Coolsingel 113,

ROTTERDAM.

Hol wog 9,
DEN HAAG.

Lvdselve. P n,
AM5TERDAM,

Hl

The results of the Colombian census of 1985 indicated that the peculation had
risen to nearly 28,000,000. The four largest Metropolitan Areas were Bogota 4,207,657, Medellin - 2,095,147, Cali - 1,741,969 and Barranquilla 1,137,150. These
four areas grew at a rate of 2.6% axing the 12 years between the censuses of 1973
and 1985 compared with a national growth rate of LB% during the period. The
current growth rate of 1.71. per annum is about equal to that of the United States.
Source: Colombia Today, Vol 21, No. 8, published by the Colombian Information
Service, New York N.Y.
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BIBLIOGRAPHY - PERIODICALS & SERIALS - COLOMBIA POSTAL STATIONERY
Robert L. Mitchell Jr.
The listing below is intended to cover all references in periodical and aerial
publications to the postal stationery of Colombia including the cubiertas. The period
covered is from the earliest philatelic pulicatione up to the end of 1986. There may
be significant omissions in that files of L'Entier Postal and Die Ganzache were not
available to me. Additions from collectors having access to these or other sources
would be appreciated; write care of the editor. Contributions from the members of the
Colombia Postal Stationery Study Group has been essential to this work.
Andrews, J. C.

(Letter re Anyon 1873 cubierta and reply)
Cinderella Phil., 16, p37-40, Apr 1976

Anyon, A. D.

Colombia, the Insured Letter Labels
Stamp Year Book, p58-65, London, 1972

Anyon, A. D.

Colombia, the 1873 Cubierta
Cinderella Phil., 15, p53-55, Jul 1975
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SPACE FILLERS_
This issue concludes my fourth year as editor of COPACARTA. This volume
contains 18 pages, a 25% increase over last year. Two subjects predominate in this
issue, postal stationery and postal history,
I am happy to publish the bibliography of Colombian Postal Stationery that has
been astibled by Robert Mitchell with the help of the members of his Study Circle.
This is the first detailed bibliography of Colombia to be published. As our other
Study Circles continue their work, we hope to have further bibliographies.
The answers to all of the problems associated with the postal rate changes of
known. My article on the postal cards is intended to call
attention to the problems and to illustrate the possible postal history significance
of postal cards of the period. The article on "Inflation Covers" is, I believe, the
first published reference to that subject. Vitautas Stasiukynas and Debby Friedman
furnished me several other illustrations. Unfortunately, may of the covers are
oversized and it would take up too much space in the journal to illustrate them all.
19U2 - 1905 are not yet
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The Colombia 1886-1903 Study Circle plans to assemble photocopies of sample covers.
All nwerbers are invited to send copies of covers used from smaller towns.
"Inflation Covers" franked with the 1902 Medellin issue are especially wanted.
Material on hand for the next issue includes another installment of Eric
Harris' article covering hardsterrw on mail to Latin American countries including
Panama and an article on Colombia official and private PERFINS. I an also planning
to publish an index to the entries in the American Air Mail Catalog on Panama and
Colombia. We will also have a report from CAPFX. Unfortunately, my schedule will
not permit be to attend, but I look forward to seeing many of you next year at
BALPEX.
A tip of the hat to dealer member, George Alevizos, who has used the
Entwistle/Arosemena classification of postal markings in his recent auction
catalogs. This has sparked inquiries from other dealers. This is just one example
of how publishing re earth findings spurs new Interest in our area.
David Leeds has called my attention to an error in his article on the Panama
first flight covers in the previous issue. The first flight of FAM 5-1 carried 327
lbs. of mail, not 327 covers as was stated.

CLASSIFIED
AD RATES: Clas.ified per line.
Business Cards

One Insertion $ .50 Four Insertions $1.50
One Insertion $1.50 Four Insertions $5.e0

WANTED: REVENUES, revenue stamped paper and documents with revenues. Latin
America, U.S. and world wide needed. Ship insured with asking price or for
immediate cash offer. W.G. KR EWER, Box 693, Bartow FL .338Jci

(VI-1)

EXCHANCE CR BUY: Canal Zone and Panama. Canal Zone exchanged for Panama at 20% SCV
of Panama. Canal Zone exhanged equal at published HG, SC, or LPSS values. Panama
for Panama exchanged equal.
Have CZ Xmas seals, label, postal stationery, covers, permits, meters, postage
Staiv3, liquor revenues; Colombia SCADTA Consular overprints, and general Panama
and Colombia postal stationery, starr!Jb, and covers to trade.
Specifically desire earlies, errors, perfins, postal stationery, and covers of the
Canal Zone; earlies, covers, errors, high values, postal stationery, and BOB of
Panama; and mixed franking covers with include CZ--like SCADTA-CA.
Same offers apply to entire Colombian and Central American collections.
Autographed copies of my book, "The Coins and Currency of Panama", Krause
Publications, 1972, Iola, Wisconsin, available for $10. ppd in U.S. Foreign, except
Panama, include $4.00 additional.
J. GRIGORE JR. 425 Harbor Dr. S., Venice FL 33559

(V-1)

FCR SALE: Soft cover reprints of The Story of Panama Reflected in the Posta ge
Stamp Issue of 1942" by Albert F. Kunze. 25 pages. $6.00 postpaid.
(V-4)
J. GRIGCRE JR. 425 Harbor Dr. S., Venice FL 33559

