n••

•••
4,11,

)

Copacarta
The Journal of COPAPHIL,
The Colombia — Panama Philatelic Study Group
American Philatelic Society Affiliate No. 142
Box 2245
El Cajon, California 92021
JIM CROSS, Editor

VULIJIY2

SEP TEihtlx.rt 1969

All articles appearing in this journal may be reprinted or summarized

providing that credit is given to

COPAPHIL NEWS
THE PRESIDENT'S LEI 1ER
THE TREASURER'S REPORT

Copacarta and to the author.

IN THIS ISSUE
2
3

-

3

LA 8/BLIOTECA
FIL-BA REFERENCES 1959

1985 by Dr. Antonio Cbedid
THE 1904 ISSUES OF THE DEPARTMENT CF SANTANDER by Jim Cross
THE POSTAL SERVICE CF THE DEPARTMENT OF BOYACA by Jim Cross
COLOMBIA, THE MJ' ERAL ISSUE CF 1908, I. THE FIVE CEWAVOS by Kenneth Rows
COLDABIA POSTAL STATIONERY - A NEW DISCOVERY by Debby Frischec
and & Raul Jimenez
POSTAL SERVICE BETWEEN CCLCMBIA AND PANAMA AFTER INDEPENDENCE
U.S. REPLY CARD USED FROM PANAMA
AN 1885 "ND STAMPS AVAILABLE" COVER FROM PANAMA by Ray Irescc
THE MARKET REPORT
SPACE FILLERS
Eta faja dove emplean• unicamerae Data periodic°. u elra1 imamsos
lo inclosi on •n N [moues COF,C1s u otra. abitrog.

oonn er Inanel y . Prahlncio

Elea lam dee* eenplearie unicarnente pare peoodkos u WPM inVellIO,
Pura el Iranaueo Prollibicia la Pnclvtion •r1 •I paquere cartel u coral obl•laf

TWO NEWLY DISCOVERED POSTAL STATIONERY ITEK9 FROM COLOMBIA
See the article on page 18
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New Members(thru 31 Jul y )
Langlais, Lcuis-Eugene 9 Rue de la Ravinelle
4501 10th Ave. So
Martin, A Lee Jr.
9622 Hendon Ln.
Simon, M. 0.
Box 55053
Zeidell, Kan

Nancy 540ao

FRANCE
Birmingham AL 35222 USA
USA
Houston TX 111536
Seattle WA 98155
USA

Address Chances
129 Adams, Kenneth
139 Coward, H.A.L.
/23X Fletcher, Bob
108 Larphear, Robert G.
229 Lloreda, Mauricio
I10 Steen, Piet

2971 Sunny Brook Lane Chino Hills CA 91709 USA
Flat 34 Clevectun
Lewes, East Sussex ENGLAND
212e Schroettner Circle Nazareth PA 18064
USA
Riverside CA 92503
3896 Matkenzie St.
USA
USA
35 E. St. N.W. Apt 309 Washington DC 20001
Hinton Alta T7V 1X7 CANADA
Box 6420

Reinstated
C85 Wilde, Brad

1945 Glendon #101

Lcs Angeles CA 9a025

USA

Resi gned
C74 Shelton, William
234 Wentworth, Roger A.
Mr. Langlais is our first member living in France. He collects Colombia
and Panama, codes 01-04, 12, 16, 51-54 and 61-62. He also is a dealer in
stamps of both countries. Mr. Martin collects pre-1940 Colombia, codes
02-05, 11 and 19. Mrs. Simeon collects Colombia and Panama, codes 01, 04-07,
10-11, 18, 53-58, 60-61, and 68 and is a dealer in Panama stamps. Mr. Zeidell
collects Colombia, codes 03, 18, 19 and specializes in triangular stamps of
the world. He would be interested in corresponding with members who have
unpublished information on the early Colombia local delivery starps, Scott 36
and 99.
A new membership directory will be published and distributed with the
next issue of COPACARTA. Members whose membership number is followed by an X
will not be listed in the directory. Please examine the number which appears
cn the mailing label for this issue and inform the editor if you desire a
change in your directory listing.
The following members have contributed at least $5 as of 17 July 1989
and are recognized as contributing members for 1989-1993.
Ernesto Arosemena
Dar Barber
Carlos Chartonnet
Larry Crain
Andrew Cronin
Jim Cross
Robert D'Elia

Walter Lowrie
Anthony Marks
Robert Mitchell
A. Lee Martin Jr.
Vicente Pascual
Peter Quail
Robert Shedc

Debbie Friedman
Glenn Goodrich
Raymond Ireson
Wolfgang Klein
Robert Knuff
Mickey Kress
Eugene Langlais

Lyn Sceder
John Thompson
Herbert Tindall
Luis Venegas
William Walton
Bruce Edwards

22 of the first 97 members whose dues were received for 1989-1990 took
advantage of the opportunity to prepay up to three years dues at the current
rates.
Member Anne Pates article on "Confluent Se-tenant Stamps" was published
in the April 1989 American Philatelist.
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Although Philatelic activity seems to slow down in summer, there are
several activities of interest to COPAPHIL mar/pers. First, congratulations
are in order to Janes B. ►elme, M.D. for being awarded the FIP Gold Medal at
the just concluded FSIILEYFRANCE 89 show. This is in addition to the large
gold medal he received f or his exhibit of Panama 1887-1888. This seldom given
award is a richly Aessrved honor recognizing his years of dedicated research
into virtually all aspects of Panamanian Philately. Wile I haven't seem the
Palmaras I understand that congratulations are also due to several other
Testers who exhibited in Paris.
Another effort to be app lauded is that of Gerard Marque, our sales
manager. The sale just concluded was our largest ever. Anyone who has
closely examined our sales catalogs would have to conclude that a remarkable
array of seldom offered material can be found - surely a great ussiser benefit.
After his experience with the last sale Gerard was ready to suit, because of
lack of member support as bidders. I have Personally prevailed upon him to
continue with the Promise that we will explore new ways to generate more
member interest. As a specialist society sale, it is an important sale that
should be taken seriously. If there are tyoes of material that you would like
to see more of, please let either Gerard or myself know.
I an sorry to report that the response to our second one frame by mail'
competition was disapoointing. Only two entries were received. The entries
will be judged and reported on next time. Surely, there are other nesters who
would enjoy trying this challenging exhibit format.

Debby Friedman

TREASURER'S sssORT
INCrAE
Dues
Contributions (See Note 1)
Mail Bid Sales
Publications Sales
Interest Income
Library Income
CCPACARTA Ads
TOTAL INCOME

EXPENSE
1462.00
236.55

506.05
539.00
235.99
66.67
10.00
3026.16

Printing
Postage
Supplies
Library Exp ense
Exhibiticr Awards
Publications Sales Experse
TOTAL EXPENSE

1082.32

515.53
134.57
80.25
57.49
1896.16

EXCESS 7 INCOME OVER EXPENSE I July 19E8 - 30 June 1969

1128.00

ASSETS
Cash in Bank
4732.43
Petty Cash
3.94
Library Fund
110.57
Prep aid Expense (See Note 2! 562.15
TOTAL ASSETS
5409.09

TOTAL LIABILITIES

596.03
315.00
196.20
1097.00

Balance 1 July 1988
Net Income 1988-1989
Net Worth 30 June 1969

3184.09
1128.00
4312.09

NET WORTH
Note 1 - $239.20 reported
1987-88 i n come not included.
Note 2 - $621.00 Postage

LIABILITIES
Advance Dues 1989-1990
Advance Cues 1990-1992
Contributions 1989-1992
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LA BIBLICTECA
by Robert D'Elia, CCPAPHIL Librarian

Library activity this quarter has been somewhat limited in part because
I have been preparing an exhibit for PHILEXFRANCE. CYO the Positive side, our
merter, Dr. Antonio Chedid, has prepared an English language index of all of
the significant research articles in Fil-Ba, the journal of the Club
Filatelico de Barranquilla. The index appears below. We are very much
indebted to him for this effort.
The following articles have been added to the library:
1. Negus, James. "Colcabia Manuscript Cancels." The Mainsheet Vol 14 #54
April 1989, 6 pages.
The 1918 Issue of 3 Centavos (Scott 359)." Unpublished.
2. Higlett, G.A.
(Shows covers of the 20 types). Gift of J.W. Sauter.
3.

"Colombia Airmails." Robson Lowe Auction Catalog Feb 16 1979. 32 pages.

4. Frdriks, Hubert. "Les Emissions" SCADTA de Colombie." 3 articles in
French. 8 pages.
5. Braunsteian, I. "Colombia, Poste Aerienne. Concerning the first unicolor
design, (Scott C11). 2 pages.
6. Reproduction of 19th century Colombia/Panama Map by Agustin Codazzi. Gift
of Howard Frame.
Copies of these and hundreds of other articles on Colombian and
Panamanian philately are in the library to increase your philatelic knowledge
awaiting your requests. my US, YOU'LL LIKE US.

FIL-BA REFERENCES 1959 - 1985
by Dr. Antonio Chedid
Editor's Note: FIL-BA is the journal of the Club Filatelico de
Barranquilla. As reported in the previous issue, the CCPAPHTL LIBRARY now has
all but one of the first 59 issues. The publication is in Spanish and is not
widely known to Colombian collectors in other countries. Many of the articles
relate to club activities or chronicle new issues and these have not been
included. However, FIL-BA has contained some significant research articles.
For instance, it Published the only known report of the de partmental costal
service of the Department of Magdalena. Dr. Chedid has reviewed our holdings
of the Publication and has prepared a list of 33 significant articles. The
titles of the articles have beer translated into English. The list is in
chronological order. All articles listed are available fr--2m the COPAPHIL
Library.

1.

Pareja-del Castillo, A. The department of Narino in Colombian
philately FIL-BA #1 pp 7, 1959

2.

Abello Falquez, M. The first 4 q years of AIRMAIL in Colombia
FIL-BA #1 pp 13, 1959
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3.

The airmail stamps of COLOMBIA: First set of LANSA FIL-BA #2
pp 3-5 and 20, 1960

4.

Pareja-del Castillo, A. The department of MARINO in philately
FIL-BA #2 pp 12-13, 1960

5.

Trousseau, Carlos Study of the issues of COLOMBIA "The
numeral issues" FIL-BA #2 pp 17-20; #3 pp 18-19; #4 pp 18-20;
#6 pp 20-21; #7 pp 13-18

6.

Editorial: To the ears of the editors of Yvert & Tellier
FIL-BA #9 PP 22, 1961

7. Trousseau, Charles: National stamps utilized by "Correos
departamentales" FIL-BA #11 pp 14-18, 1961
a. Pareja-del Castillo, A.: The overprinted set of Gaitan stamps:
source of scandalous speculation FIL-BA #11 pp 2-4, 1962
9.

Fernandez, FulgenCio: The man and the stamp: Mariano Ospina
Rodriquez (Scott's #C351) FIL-BA #12 pp 2-3, 1962

10.

Trousseau, Charles: The stamps overprinted "RETARDO"
issued in Medellin FIL-BA #12 pp 4-7, 1962

11.

Trousseau, Carlos: The stamps of the RED CROSS FIL-BA
#13 pp 3-7, 1962

12.

Avendano, Fernando: Stamps honoring General Antonio Jose de
Sucre: FIL-BA #13 pp 10-14, 1962

13.

Trousseau, Carlos: The stamps of Antioquia issued in 19011902 FIL-BA #14 pp 4-8, 1962

14.

Trousseau, Carlos: The"SOBRETASA" surcharges over the four
stamps issued by the Postal Bank FIL-BA #15, 9-15, 1962

15.

Avendano Malabet, Fernando: Origins of the coat of Arms of
Barranquilla: FIL-BA #16, pp 4-5, 1963

16.

Trousseau, Carlos, The SOBRETASA Stamps. FIL-BA #16, pp 6-9,
1963; #17, pp 2-5, 1963; #18, pp 4-9, 1963

17.

Pareja-del Castillo, A. The issues of TUMACO. FIL-BA, #16,
pp 10-11, 1963

18.

Trousseau, Charles: A bit of philatelic history, FIL-BA
#20, pp 3-4, 1964

19. Avendano, Fernando, Stamps honoring the Liberator General
Simon Bolivar: FIL-BA #22, pp 40-52, # 25 , pp 12-18, 1965;
#23, pp 21-25, 1964; #25, pp 24-25; #26, pp 38-46, 1965;
#27, pp 20-24, 1966; #28, pp 24-26, 1966; #29, pp 30-34,
1966
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20.

Ganzalez, Luis F.: The truth ... and nothing but the truth...
about a stamp of COLOMBIA (Scott's #C1) FIL-BA #23, pp 9-11,
1964

21.

Trousseau, Charles: Some comments about the stamps issued
between 1899 (Scott's 148 thru 151A, Yvert 99 thru 112)
FIL-BA #24, pp 2-9, 1965

22.

Trousseau, Charles: The stamp of "5 centavos" of Antioqiva's
1890 Provisional set (Scott's 85, Yvert 70) FIL-BA #26,
pp 8-10, 1965

23.

Giordano, O.M. Airmail of COLOMBIA, FIL-BA #26, pp 12-13,
1965

24.

Trousseau, Carlos: The stamp of the Execution at Cartagena
(Scott's F22) FIL-BA #30, pp 2-4, 1966

25.

Avendano, M. Fernando: The statue of Bolivar in Barranquilla
(Scott's #C418) FIL-BA #32, pp 5-7, 1967

26.

Trousseau, Charles: Stamp issues of the COLOMBIAN
anti-tuberculosis agency FIL-BA #36, pp 21-27, 1968

27.

Avendano Malabet, Fernando: 50th Anniversary of the first
Colombian Airmail and the flight Barranquilla-Puerto
Colombia by the pilot William Knox Martin: FIL-BA #38,
pp 8-16, 1969

28.

What the Barranquilla Newspapers wrote on the 50th
Anniversary of the Colombian Airmail FIL-BA #39, pp 20-30,
1969

29.

Arrival of Charles A. Lindbergh to Barranquilla, FIL-BA #39
pp 31-32, 1969

30.

Echavarria, Guillermo: Brief history of the CCNA, FIL-BA #39,
pp 33-35, 1969

31.

Gonzalez, Luis F.: The mail in the Department of Magdalena in
1890, FIL-BA #47, pp 9-13, 1972

32.

Pareja-del Castillo A. Don Carlos Trousseau (Obituary) FIL-BA
#45/46, pp 2-3, 1971

33.

Trousseau, Charles: Colombie: Cubiertas Officielles, FIL-BA
#59, pp 1-35, 1985
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THE 1904 IS$LIES CF Tht DEPARTMENT CF SANTANAER
by Jim Cross
Little has smeared in the literature about the stamps issued by the
Deportment of Santander in 1904. No search of the archives of the Gaceta de
Santandir for supporting decrees or contracts has been reported. Two sets of
stamps exist, one inscribed "Oepartamento de Santander" and one inscribed
"Dapartamento de Santander, Provincia de Cucuta." The former consists of
stamPe in the denominations of 5, 10, 20, and 90 centavos and 1, 5 and 10
Pesoe. The latter consists of steeps in the denominations of 1, 2, 5, 10, 20,
and 50 centavos and 1 peso. The December 1904 199U8 of the American Journal
of Philately announced the receipt of stamps of the first issue and both ante
were illustrated in the January 1905 issue.
Until now no one has given a reason why a separate issue of stave was
Prepared for the Province of Cucuta. However, a provision of Law 33 of 1903
directed that silver currency continue to circulate in that Province.
Apparently, separate stamps were needed for the province because they were
denominated in silver currency. This is supported by the difference in
denominations of the stamps of the two issues. Both Issues exist with the
stamps printed in alternate colors, following the pattern of all of the poet
civil-war departmental issues to provide additional varieties for eels to
collectors. The AJOP reported the additional sets in April 1905.
Neither of the sets is listed in the Gibbons catalog. Instead an
example of each is illustrated with the remark; "stamps as above and other
designs
do not appear to have been authorized by the national
government." This remark cannot be correct, since the national government did
not ban issuing of stamps by departments until 1906 (See OOPACARTA May 1968
p73). Page 72 of the London Philatelist el95 for March 1908 contains a note
which may be the source of the Gibbons' remark. Late in 1907 the officers of
Whitfield, King and Co. of Ipswich apparently wrote to the British
Coneulate-General in Bogota concerning these stamps. The reply was as
follows:
BRITISH CCNELLATE-GENERAL,
January 22nd, 1908
GENTLEMEN, -- In reply to your letter of the 3ath November last, I beg to
inform you that I have shown the enclosed stamps to the Postmaster-General of
the Republic, who confirms your supposition as to the impossibility of their
being genuine. He informs me that you are also correct in believing that a
decree still exists prohibiting any further issues of postage stamps by the
different departments, and he remarked that the surcharging of the stamps was,
to his mind, in itself conclusive. I have also shown the stamps to an
acquaintance of mine who is a collector, and he informs me that some, at
least, of the stamps are obvious forgeries, and they all lock to him doubtful.
I beg to return the stamps, as requested, and remain,
Gentlemen
Your obedient servant,
(Signed) VICTOR HUCKIN
Vice-Consul.
WHITFIELD KING AND CO.
Ipswich.°
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Fran the text of the letter, it can be deduced that the stamps; referred
to were the eurcharges in values "MEDIO CVO, UN CVO and 2 CVOS which are found
on the stance of the 1St% issues. However, it would have bean easy to confuse
the response of the Pottmester General since the date of the decree which
banned further imearica of stamps by the Departmental governments was not
given in the litter.
It is not known where or by what' the stamps were printed. They were
printed in sheets of 28, four rows of seven subjects each. Each set consists
of 7 different designs. The 90 centavos stamp of the Department issue and all
of the stamps of the Province of Cucuta issue incorporate a railway locomotive
in the design and they are in considerable demand from thematic collectors.
In addition to the stems listed in Scott, stamps are found in several
additional colors, with a few values on pelure paper. The list of stamps
known to me includes:
Department of Santander
05 Centavos
Dark Green, Yellow Green, Blue, Black
Red, Red Brown
10 Centavos
Brown Lilac, Yellow Green, Black
20 Centavos
02hre, Lilac
50 Centavos
Black, Blue, Black co yellow pelure
1 Peso
5 Pesos
Blue, Red, Blue on yellow pelure
Red, Red on Rose, Rose on bluish
10 Pesos
Department of Santander, Province of Cucuta
Black, Green on yellow
01 Centavo
Yellow Green, Rose on yellow
02 Centavos
Carmine, Dark Blue on yellow
05 Centavos
Dark Blue, Dark Blue on yellow
10 Centavos
Red, Red Brown, Gray Green on yellow
20 Centavos
50 Centavos
Violet, Carmine, Carmine on yellow
Yellow, Red Violet
1 Peso
In my survey of Departmental stamps in the August 1988 issue, I wrote
that I had never seen a cover with stamps of the 1904 issue. Brian Moorhouse
has furnished a photocopy of a mourning cover mailed from Bucaramanga to
Malaga and franked with 2 copies of the 10 centavos rose, which is reproduced
below. The date of the cover cannot be determined.
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ettning is known concerning the quantities of stave printed. Many of
the mint rums are harcMtamped on the reverse in violet with a mark similar
to that cmcallinff the cover shown, which may have been used as a control mirk
by the Train oi the Department of Santancer. Almost all of the used WWI=
found hem a eticarmmoga handitamp and many seem to be cancelled-to-order with
undietUrbed original gum on the reverse. I have seen Vamps with a aicuta
hardstamp, but these are writs scarce. Most used stamps of the issue for the
Province of Cucuta aiso show Bucaramanga handstaape and I have not yet seen
evidence which provea conclusively that these stamps were ever placed in use.
At a later dente, possibly in 1936 or 1937, the remainders of the
were surcharged with values of 1/2 Centavo, 1 Centavo and 2 Centavos
(the latter in two styles). The Yvert catalog is almost certainly correct in
stating that the purpose of the surcharge was to revalue the stamps in gold
currency. Although cancelled copies of the surcharged stamps are found, they
are cancelled with the same handstamps mentioned above and there is no proof
that they were ever placed in use. It is possible that the surcharges were
spoiled in order to facilitate sale of the remainders, prior to the deadline
for turning in Departmental stamps for destruction as requited by Law 1 of
1908.

rues

Ohe of my Los Angeles customers has furnished photocopies of (=Wets
sheets of the 2 types of the 2 Centavos surcharges *rowing the shoat layout,
The first type is shown below:
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This surcharge was applied to seven stamps of both the Department of

Santander and the Province of CLcute issues. Apparently the same setting was
used for all of the surcharges, It shows 2 constant errors, "Centavos" for
"Centavos" in position 9 and "Centavos" for "Centavos" in position 20.
-9-
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The second type of surcharge is in below:

This surcharge was applied to the 5 centavos green of the Santander
issue in red and blue, to the 5 pesos blue of the Santander issue in blue, and
to the 10 centavos dark blue and the 20 centavos gray green on yellow of the
Cucuta issue in blue. This setting contains 4 different varieties of type.
The five leftmost columns are all of the primary type with a small 2 and a
small capital C. Positions 6-7 contain a large thick 2 and a large capital C.
Positions 13, 20 and 27 contain a small 2 and a large capital C. Positions
14, 21, and 28 contain a large 2 with a sharp downward turn at the top and a
large capital C. The distribution of the types per sheet is 20, 2, 3, 3.
Apparently at least one sheet of the CUcuta 10 centavos dark blue received an
inverted surcharge in blue. Scott formerly listed this variety for the first
three types and it must be presumed to exist for the fourth type as well. At
least one sheet of the Santander 5 pesos blue received a double overprint.
A second setting exists with a small 2 in positions 6-7, the same as
that in positions 13, 20, and 27 of the first setting and giving a
distribution of types of 20, 0, 5, 3. This setting was applied to the 20
centavos brown violet of the Santander issue in blue and to the 20 centavos
gray green on yellow of the Cucuta issue in blue and red.
The former Scott catalog listings show five types of the MEDIO CVO.
surcharges and four types of the UN CVO. surcharges counting the position with
NJ CVO. as a separate type. Anyone having complete sheets or multiples of
these two surcharges is invited to submit photocopies to the author in order
that they may be published to complete the record of these issues.
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POSTAL SERVICE CF TeE CEPARTMENT OF EMACA
by Jim Cross

This article contains more mystery than history. As I have written
previously, there are no references in the literature to the stamps or postal
service of the Department of Boyaca. In the May 198, CCPACARTA, I suggested
that the national government probably suspended locate service cn the
Northwest Lute to Venezuela whicfn passed thru Boyaca soon after the outbreak
of "Me 1000 Days" in October 1899. It is known that Cucuta and the
surrounding area were in the hands of the rebels from that month until June
1903. Since an alternate route to Cucuta existed vie the Northeast Route to
Bucaramanga and Pamplona, it is possible that service on the Northern Route
was not resumed even when Cucuta was retaken in June IWO.
The first issue of %%Jan was chronic/ed in the American Journal of
Philately In June 1902, although it was probably issued earlier. Since it
consisted of only a 5 centavos stamp, it wee probably issued prior to 1 Mardi
1902 when the national government raised the rate for internal letters to 10
centavos. Mast of the departments seem to have followed the rate schectiles of
the national government. The Temprano catalog lists the date of the first
issue as 1099, but this may be too early. The 10, 20, and 93 centavos Ahd 1
peso stamp of the second issue of Boyaca were reported in the July 1933 ieeUe
of the American Journal of Philately. A postal card in my poseeelion from
Antonio Rincon addressed to the New York Philatelian and dated July ism
announced: "the government of the Department of Boyaca Is planning to put into
circulation stamps in the denominations of 5 and IO pesos in quantities from
26,033 - 36,000." Possibly the stamps were issued to support a resumption
of parcel poet service. Unfortunately the Rincon postal card does not show a
dated cancel. Receipt of the two high values was announced in the American
Journal of Philately for September 1903.
I previously reported that I knew of no covers from Boyaca. Brian
Moorbouse has sent me a photocopy of a letter from Cocuy to Bogota, shown
below, franked with a perforated copy of the 5 Pesos stamp. The cancelation
of the Agencia altierrez, Comy also appears at the lower left without a date.
Since this appears to be inflation franking, the cover probably was mailed in
1904. This marking is also found on used single stamps and is the only
marking other than Tunja which hag been reported on st. • of :, aca.
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CCLCMB/A,
FL AL ISSUE Cr 1933
1. ME FIVE CENTAVOS
8y KennethRowe

Good general introductions to this interesting issue have been published
earlier by Studd (1) and Myer (2) and it is not my intent to repeat this information. These
articles are intended to study each value of the series and to provide more detailed
information for the spedalist.
A

Fig. 1

DIES
As Myer has demonstrated, the printers derived all of their primary images
from a metal die which exists in two states (Figure 1). (The "so-called Third State will be
dealt with under a separate heading). These two states, in association with the presence oR
absence of guideline:. provide us with four different printings (Figure 2).
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Fig, 2
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FIRST PRINTING 1908

This printing was prepared by transferring individual impressions of the die
directly to the printing stone without the use of an intermediate stone to multiply the
designs. It is distinguished by clear printings with little variation in shade. The image is
the first state of the die (Figure IA) and the guidelines are squarely placed in each corner of
each stamp in a wide setting (Figure 2A). Studd reports the sheet size as being 100 and 150.
Normal perforations are either 13 1/2 or 10. A compound of 10 x 13 1/2 is known but is
scarce. Paper is medium to thick.
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CLIC NIAUONALLS.

GE mr4vos DAMAGED

Fig,3
SECOND PRINTING 1911
This printing introduces the complexity of intermediate stones to the series.
Probably because of the time consuming nature of the method used for preparing the
printing stone(s) for the first printing and in an effort to reduce the size of the finished
sheet, the printers prepared an intermediate stone of 10 subjects (2 x 5). Although the first
state of the die (Figure 1A) was used again, the overlapping of the guidelines (Figure 2B)
and other repeating flaws present on the intermediate stone have allowed its make-up to
be established (Figure 3). Ten impressions of the intermediate stone were laid down to
form a printing stone of 100 (Figure 4).
-13-
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It will be apparent that the alignment of the individual impressions on the
intermediate stone was very poor and this is particularly true of the bottom row #6 to #10.
One aspect of the poor alignment which is an identifying feature for some of the
individual units is configuration of the overlapping guidelines.
Printing ranges from dear and clean to over inked and blurry, with many
smeared or kiss prints. Shades range from blue to dark blue with dark shades
predominating.
Normal perforation is 13 1/2. A compound of 10 x 13 1/2 exists. All copies
seen have been used at MANIZALES dated during 1913. Paper is thin to medium.
It is likely that at least two printing stones of the same layout were used.
THIRD PRINTING 1911
The poor alignment of the Second Printing was avoided by once more
applying individual impressions to the printing stone without the use of guidelines. .The
second state of the die (Figure I B) was used.
An unusual feature of this printing is the fact that the repetition of transfer
types indicates that an intermediate stone of 20 was used to multiply the impressions
which were then cut apart and applied individually at random to produce a printing stone
of 150.
As the same transfer types were used to produce the intermediate stone for
Fourth Issue, the same configuration has been used to identify those for this printing,
although we have no way of knowing the configuration of the intermediate stone for the
Third Printing (Figure 5).
the

From a complete sheet of 150 in my collection, it has been possible to establish
the layout of one setting (Figure 6) which I have called "A" and from the number of
multiples which do not fit, to infer that there was at least one other setting that I have
called "B". Collectors with large multiples or sheets of this printing are invited to
communicate with the author to resolve this point.
-14-
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Printing is generally dear and clean. Only one minor folded transfer can be
found on Position 89 of Setting "A". A major retouch appears in Setting "13" with the large
"E" of CENTAVOS (Figure 7).
Normal perforations are 13 1/2 or 10. A compound of 10 x 13 1/2 exists but is
extremely rare. Paper is medium to thin. Shades range from a distinctive milky
"POPAYAN" blue to dark blue.
M0 14 111 5 M

11.10.13.1 6 Ell

IMBUE Mala n 0•1EI
7 ONE 01111MR•13 6 0n 5
awl
1 lq in 6 0013 12 ummi
• 0111•111:1•11•El 12
17
ill M 6 MIIME•11:KEI 4 El J7
00.14 I 0 n um 6 •.12 au
gi i ci B
14 MENU 4 141 u
im . 4 14 4 U
17
gi
n misum, 7 1 i .16 snow
F ig

6

-15-

CCFACAkirTA

SEPTEMEER 1989

A distinctive feature of Setting ''A" is the appearance of a marginal cross on
the left side of the sheet (Figure 8) between positions #61 and #76, marking either the
centre of the sheet or the centre of the stone. Does Setting '8" show this on the right hand
side?

Fi

Fig 7

g

8

FOURTH PRINTING 191a
This printing, which also uses the second state of the die (Figure 1B),
reintroduces guidelines in the form of short dashes (Figure 2D). As in the case of the
Second Printing, an intermediate stone was used which comprised the identical transfer
types used for the Third Printing but with the addition of guide dashes (Figure 2 and 5).
Sheet size is 100 in two configurations (Figure 9). Printing ranges from dear
to blurred with mar y kiss prints and some over inking and examples of poorly wiped
stones.
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Fig 9
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789 0
i011111:11211
Ell 19 19 III
MONO

'

Fig 1 q

A significant feature of this printing is the number of folded transfers (Figure
10). 1 have recorded 14 and on a layout of the intermediate stone, 1 have plotted their
direction and on which transfer types they occur. Hopefully someone in possession of a
complete sheet of both settings can identify the sheet positions (Figure 11).
Shades range from a muddy slate grey blue, milky blue, violet blue and black
blue with greyish blues being most common. Perforations are 10 and 13 1/2. Compound
perforations have not been recorded.
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Fig
The left stamp shows a major vertical transfer crease. The
right stamp has a horizontal transfer crease above the lower
frame line. On the original die the value tablet is slightly
off square and this crease accentuates the defect.

THE "SO-CALLED" TIMID STATE OF THE DiE

As collectors of this issue know, for many years Gibbons catalogue has stated
that "a small mark, like an "L", below the final letter of "NACIONAL" in the imprint
denotes a third state of the die". Myer notes that it appears on stamps from the second
state of the die and in order to establish if both the third and fourth printings were
involved, I examined several hundred stamps of both printings.

It soon became apparent that the mark only appeared on certain transfer types
and that these transfer types were identical for each printing. It should be noted that in
some cases, the mark becomes a dot and even wears away completely.
The following transfer types show the mark in various stages in both
printings:- 3, 8, 9, 10, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, plus some transfers which are difficult to identify
as single stamps.
It is, therefore, quite clear that the mark is not a state of the die but an artifact
of the transfer process for both the third and fourth printings.
(1) Studd, M.A. Colombia. The Numeral Issues of 1904, 1908 and 1920-1922. London
Philatelist 1946.
(2) Myer, J.N. Colombia. 1904-1917. Types of the 'Numeral" Issues. American
Philatelic Congress 1957.
7-
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COLCMBIAN POSTAL STAT/ONERY - A NEW DISCOVERY
by Debby Friedman and Raul Jimenez

At this Point ih time one would think that all of the major items of
Colombia' n postal stationary had been cataloged. HOwever, there are two new
items to report. Illustrated on the front cover are two previously unrecorded
wrappers.
1. 1 centavb brown; Fidel Cano (Founder of "El Espectador", Medellin 1887)
Design 1/8 x 2.1 cm.
Wrapper 12.4 x 33 cm.
Back fully gummed.
2. 4 centavos VW-green; Ismael Enrickm Arciniscas (Founder of *E1 Naevo
Tier o", Bogota, 1902)
Design 1.8 x 2.1 cm.
Wrapper 12.4 x30 cm.
Back fully gummed
These two item appear to be essays that were prepared by sow foreign
printing house in the 1920's or 1930's. They are both printed by
photogravure. The pbbr Spanish and the unusual notation for the values rules
out preparation in Colombia or any other Spanish-speeking country. For
enviable, lime one on each reads "dove", not the correct "ciebe" and line two on
each wrongly reads 'otras."
The fact that the items were designed for mailing periodicals in
particular combined with the choice of well known journaliste for the desire
suggests that the unknown printer who prepared these items intended to, or
perhaps actually approached, Colombian newspapers to get their support for the
contract. The effort was cbviously unsucceseful as the 1917 Perkins, Bacon
and Co. wrappers ware the only ones issued.
Anyone having additional information about the its is asked to
contact either of the authors.

RP

FIL-PANAM
Box 2245
El Calon, CA. 92021

POSTAGE STAMPS
OF LATIN AMERICA
Jim & Luz Cross
(619)-561-4959
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POSTAL NILE BETWEEN PANAMA AND COLOWEIA FOLLOWING INCEPETENOE
I can find nothing in the literature concerning this phase of Panamanian
and Colombian polite history. COIoMoie did not officially recognize the
independenCS of Panama until 9 June 1914 when it ratified the Urrutia-Thcapecn
Treaty. I-balmier, for many years prior to 1903 all mail originating in the
Department of Cauca and destined for North America or Europe had been
dispatched via Tumeco or Buenaventura and then via Panne.. Any interruption
of this eervice or delay die to muting mails from Cauca to Cartagena would
have had adverse effect m commercial activities in that Department. In
addition many resident. of Panama had relatives in Colcabia and vice-versa and
there were commercial relaticnships between businesses in the two countries
particularly with firms in Cartagena and Barranquilla.
It appears therefore, that as a pragmatic measUre, postal relations
between the two countries continued even though there were no diplomatic
relations, A cover is knew, formerly in the Lawson Entwistle collection,
dated 5 January 1924, which was sent from Panama to Barranquilla and forwarded
to Cartagena. This cover shows ho other markings which would give a clue amt
to how it was carried between the two countries. I have been told that
additional covers exist from the same correspondence from the same time
period.
Another cover, illustrated below, has now come to light. It was moiled
in December 19e3 by Francisco Menotti of Buenaventura and addressed to San
Francisco. Illustrated alongside the cover is the handertamp of the Pacific
SteaM Navigation Company which appears on the back of the cover along with a
New York Paid All hanoStarp dated December 22 1902. The cover is franked by
the 10 centavos first Panama provisional over p rint cancelled 11 December 1932.
Circumstantial evidence indicates that the PSNC acted as a forwarding agent
and placed the letter in the mail in Panama at this time, 5 weeks after
Panama's independence. An accidental (?) misrouting sent the letter to New
York rather than to San Francisco.
The editor would welcome further information on this subject.
.-.4..4=730
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U.S. REPLY CARD USED FROM PANAMA
by David J. Leeds
Postal message and reply cards arc usually employed for routine commercial
mailings when the sender wants to encourage a reply by prcpaying the postage.
The United States has issued them for domestic use since October 1892 and for
foreign usc since March 1893. Even though prepayment was to the U.S. Post
Office, thc reply half of thc card has been valid for use from most foreign
countries.
Because Panama enjoyed a special postal status, U.S. domestic rates applied.
Thus, when the lc card illustrated here was mailed April 25, 1930, its use and
rate were entirely appropriate. The complete card had been mailed to a Panama
City address, and the reply portion was properly mailed and cancelled in Panama
City for return to the sender.
While this usage may be considered normal, few U.S. used reply cards arc found
from foreign countries. This is the first we have noted from Panama.
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AN 1885 "NO STAMPS AVAILABLE" COVER FRCM PANAMA
by Ray Irescn
The "Gaceta de Panam6", Issue No. 12 dated March 11, 1885, carried.
this notice from Mr. Gregorio Obreg6n, Postmaster of Panama City
(translated from the original Spanish)
'Gregorio Obreg6n advises the public that there are no
stamps to be had in the Panama Post Office and that
letters will be forwarded by paying the postage and
using the cancelation marking as per Universal Postal
Union regulations. He also states that ne is advising
all members of the Universal Postal Union."
Here is one of those acknowledged 'stampless covers', mailed from
Panama on April 15, 1885.

e.t,6?)

e/-z2

Xerox copy showing the postal markings on the reverse of this cover.
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A letter from the Geleria Filatelica de Barcelona dated 30 June 1999
brings an announamert which should be of concern to all philatelists. A new
law has
been passed in Spain governing the sale of antiquities. Under
the terms of the law Mich stamp, cover, postal history document etc. which is
over 100 yews of age requires a special export permit from the Minister of
Culture in order to be sold outside Spain. This permit can only be obtained
after the auction sales price of the lot has been determined. Due to the
delays and paperwork caused by the law, the firm has decided to give up
foreign auctions. This is a rather unusual law to be passed in a country
which is Pert of the Common Market. While its intent is almost certainty to
protect major items of the Spanish cultural heritage, its application to stamp
collections is an unfortunate by-product. If similar laws are paseed in other
countries, it could have a very negative effect on philately.
A major dilemma for stamp dealers arises when a set of stamps is issued
in which part of the set has thematic interest. While used stamps are not
usually sold in sets, most thematic collectors wish to collect mint stamps.
In recent years, it has become very difficult to obtain single mint stamps,
Most philatelic agencies will sell such stamps in complete sets only. Thus
when a set is broken to sell a stamp to a thematic collector, it is virtually
iMPoseible to obtain a replacement copy without buying another new set. Soma
examples from our area are the Panama pictorial sets of 1942 and 1948 on which
the 50 centavos stamps depict a fire station and the 1956 Colombia p ictorials
on *filch the 5 pesos stamp depicts a windmill. There is a continuing demnhd
for singles of these stamps from thematic collectors. Such starve should haNs
a much higher value 49 singles than currently shown in the catalogs. Probably
the best solution is to list a mint price for sets of such stamps which is
less than the price of the individual mint singles.
The preliminary report of our sales manager, Gerard Marque, indicates
that our Seventh Mail Bid Sale was quite successful. An analysis of the
results will ApPear in the next issue of COPACARTA and prices realized will be
mailed with that issue. A problem of some concern is the limited number of
bidders. We have no shortage of material, as evidenced by the wide variety In
the last sales catalog, but only strut 15% of our merters bid on lots. As a
result only about half of the material is sold. Our next mail bid sale is
schecUled for April 30th. Our sales manager is now accepting lots for this
sale. The deadline for material is February 15, 1973, but the job of the
sales manager is made easier when material is submitted well in advance of the
deadline. Items which are much in demand include better early Panama
provisionals and minor varieties, early Colombia stamps with unusual
manuscript or handetamped cam-stations and better Colombian states material.

SPACE FILLERS
We begin Volume VII with the promised articles on the Departmental
issues of Santander and Boyaca, as welt as a major article by Kenneth Rowe, by
tar the hx.st comprehensive study of the 5 centavos stamp of 1908 which has
been published. Thanks to Kenneth for furnishing camera-ready copy. Thanks
also to Dr. Antonio Chedid for his English language index of Fil-ba articles.
For a while it seemed that the postal service had lost our set of the
publication, but it has finally arrived back at the library safe and sound.
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The article cn the manuscript cancels of Tolima by Howard Frame has been
deferred to the next Issue where it can appear in its entirety. Howard is now
working on tracings of manuscript cancels of AntiogJia. All CCPAPHIL members
are urged to cooperate with him in this effort.
THE MAY 1989 ISSUE CONTAINED A PHOTOCOPY CF A AN ALELN PAGE WITH A
PROVISIONAL PANAMA REGISTRATION STAMP CN COVER WHICH I ATTRIBUTED IN ERROR TO
RAY IRESON. THE COVER IS ACTUALLY FRCM THE CtLLECTICN CF CR. JAMES HELMS. I
DEEPLY REGRET THE ERROR AND APCLCGIZE TO BOTH CR. HELME AND TO RAY. T)-E PACE
FROM RAY'S CCLLECTION APPEARS IN THIS ISSUE. THE DECREE CF THE PANAMA
POSTMASTER QUOTED THEREON WAS OBTAINED FROM CR. HELME AND WE ARE INDEBTED TO
HIM FCR THE SEARCH CF THE FILES CF THE GADETA DE PANAMA WHICH LOCATED IT,
As a result of repairs and adjustments to my computer printer, I hope
to improve the quality of CCPACARTA which has beer substandard for the last
few issues. It is planned to have 24 pages per issue this year, the most that
can be mailed for the 3 ounce postal rate. The cost of printing is $3.20,
postage for U.S. matters is $2.60 and envelopes and labels are $.30 giving a
total of $6.10. Printing and mailing the membership roster, dies notice and
mail sale catalog account for the remainder of the $7,021 dies.
You may have noticed the change in the date on the masthead of this
issue. The months of publication of CCPACARTA have been changed to Soptifter,
December, March and June. This issue is headed September, but is being mailed
on the former schedule on the 15th of August. The next issue will be mailed
on the 1st of December and the following issue will be mailed on 15 March.
Thereafter all issues will be mailed on the 15th day of the month of
publication, The deadline for material for each issue will continue to be 30
days prior to the date of publication. Dues notices for 1990-1991 will
accompany the June issue. This will eliminate the need for accrual accounting
for We payments received prior to the beginning of the new fiscal year.
Several of our members in Panama have reported non-receipt of issues of
OYACARTA and Dr. Arosemena, our coordinator for Central America, writes that
a number of bags of incoming mail from the United States were apparently ?Mkt
or destroyed. If any other members have missed issues, please contact the
editor and they will be replaced at no charge.
In his 1987 articles on the Panama 1887-1888 issue, Dr. James Helms
reported that no copies of the 2 centavos stamp of that issue were known on
cover. James Negus reports that lot a6179 in the 228th Kohler auction of
October 10-13 1979 was a cover with a 1 centavo, 2 centavos black on rose and
a 20 Centavos stamp of this issue sent from Panama to Caracas The lot was
not illustrated. The cover probably has multiple copies of the 1 and 2
centavos stamps to make up a 10 centavos rate. The date of the cover was not
given in the catalog.
The January-February 1989 is-eue of the London Philatelist contains an
article, "Colombia: The Airmail Stamps and Services 1919-32" which is based
upon papers by the late George South read to meetings of the Society on 5
April 1979 and 5 December 1985. This 7 page article contains a good summary
of this subject and is a worthy addition to the library of Colombia airmail
specialists. Photocopies are available from the COPAPHIL library for $1,40,
$2.021 for members in countries other than the U.S., Canada and Mexico.
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The April 1989 issue of The Mainsheet contains an article, "Colombia
Manuscript Cancels: Alphabetical list of Towns' by Jams Negus. Previous
lists of this tyre have been published by Department. The list contains some
previously unreported tows which have boon reported by members of our
Colombia Ptstat Markings Study Circle. Photocopies of this 6 page article are
available from the COPAPHIL library for 11.20, $1.90 for members in countries
other than the U.S., Canada and Mexico.

The June 1999 issue of the Isthmian Collectors Club Journal contains a 2
page article on the 1914 sale of the building which housed the headdJartere of
the French Canal Co. (photo in August 1990 CCPACNZTA, page 21) to the
government of Panama, The article chronicles the history of the Canal Zone
branch post office which operated in the building uhtil 1908. Copiee
available from the 03PAPHIL library.
I was naturally excited when member Gerald Winerman reported he had a
Colombian postal card malted from Panama by a member of the French Canal Co.
staff with a reply attached. I thought it was a postal use of the reply half
of the poet card. Actually, the sender did not mail a double card, so the
reply was written cn the border of the original card which was than returned
to the sender. It is still an interesting item and is pictured below.
••••••• knT•
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providing that credit is given to Copacarta and to the author.
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7579 Coral Way
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Dropped Non-Payment of Dues
205 Calvet, Richard 232 Fulkerscr, John 235 Perley, David
C4$ Klein, Alfredo 227 philley, Eugene
220 Carton, John
175 Pined°, Morris
C49 Krakauer, E.
221 Cupe, Jackson
223 Ransom, Gene
140 Coal lo, Gustavo 130 Lovell, A.H.
141 Derrick, William 185 Ovrebo, Clark.223 Pestrepo, Wm.
131 Pates, Ann
181 Sanford, Ken
216 Fentress, Gary

USA

212 Scott, Gene
237 Terpstra, Ken
225 Trudell, John 200 Winerman, G.
215 Kapiloff, L.

Deceased
C11 Pell, Walter (See "From The President's Desk, Pag•] . 27)
Mr. Am collects Colombia. Mr. Olsen collects Olc!:fitia, codes 02-09.
Mr. Frohlich collects Colombia, codes 01-09, 11 and 20. A. new membership
directory is included with this issue. 37 members tod, advantage of the
opportunity to pay one or two years dues in advance at the current rates. The
following additional members have contributed at least $5 and are recognized
as contributing members for 1989-1990:
Michael Barie
Karl Becker
Jerrold Bodoff
Arthur Bolduc

Federico Brie
Michael Fairlie
Arthur Foster
Ha2kon Hellner

Raul Jimenez
George Lapp
Murray Marks
Adolfo QuelqJejeu

Alan Sarno
Finn Stjernholck
Carlos Valerzuela
Bill Welch

Two regional meetings were held in conjunction with STaMpsHoW 1989 at
the Disneyland Hotel in Anaheim CA in August. Your editor, Jim Cross, hosted
the first meeting of 13 members and guests and showed the slide show,
"Colombia, Land of Philatelic Opportunity," Vice-Presidelt David Leeds hosted
the second meeting. Member Kaarlo Anttila's exhibit of Classic Ecuador was on
display in the APS Champion of Champions colpetitior. Jim Cross received a
silver award for "Coloebia, The Lnknown War" in the open competition.
An expanded version of David Leeds article on Panama Booklets of 1911
which appeared in the February 1989 issue of COPACARTA was published in the
David
.
Interleaf, journal of the Bcd-let Collectors Club for March 1999.
has furnished a copy for the ODPAPHIL library.
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WALTER BLELL - A REMEMBRANCE
It is with deep regret that I learned of the death in Seater of
Walter Biell of Bogota, Colombia. I have a lost a very special friend. /
dcebt that there will be another like him. Philately is a coneon bond through
which I have net many remarkebte people thrcegh the years, but Walter was in
class by himself. A charter member of CIFAPHIL and a frequent officer of the
Club Filatelico de Bogota, he was a long time researcher into almost every
neglected aspect of Colombian philately, Of all the collections he forreeef in
over a half century of collecting, his first love was the postal stationery of
Colombia. He did euch of the original research in this area in the Colombian
archives. He established the facts surrounding the issuance of many of the
missions and published a series of articles on his research in 'Bogota
FiIatelico" and "Postal Stationery" in the 1970's. His article on the Perkins
Bacon and Co. stationery won an award as the best postal stationery article of
1975 in the United Postal Stationery Journal, recognition he was gratified by.
He exhibited his Colorbia stationery collection internationally in the 1970's.
He formed collections of other countries, but it was Colombia that was his
primary interest.
Walter devoted much time and energy to rescuing Colombia's modern postal
history from waste baskets. He worked hard to insure the preservation and
recording of material that would have otherwise been lost. He went to great
lengths to ensure that his most special collections found good homes so they
could be enjoyed and continued by another generation of collectors. He freely
shared his knowledge and went to great lengths to encourage others in this
area. His annual visits to my home over the past twenty years were fantastic
learning experiences for me and he also seemed Part of my family. His
philatelic friends were his family, a sister in East Germany was his only
relative.
He rarely talked about his early years in Colombia after arriving in
1935, but a cover he sit to Colombia in 1942, showing his return address as
the internment came at Camp Kennedy, Texas remains as mute testimony to the
adversity he overcame. It was very much in keeping with his sense of
significant modern postal history that he retrieved this cover for his
collection.
Those of us who had the privilege of working closely with Walter will
miss him very much, but we also cannot help, I think, but feel a sense of
obligation to continue the work he left in progress. His legacy is a vary
special one.
Debby Friedman
Editor's Wee: An excerpt from an article by Walter Blelt on the surcharged
postal cards of 1902 appeared in the Noveeber 1983 CLTACARTA.

Daly two entries were received in this year's Exhibit-by-Mail
competition, The grand award winner is again Eric Harris. His exhibit of
"Colombia Stamp Shortages, 1924-1925' and the other entry "Colombia, the 10c
Stamps of 1890 1892" by Jim Cross are available in the CCPAPHIL library.
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by Prizert D'Elia, COPAPHIL Librarian
This has been a fairly active period for the library, primarily as a
result of several trips to the Western Philatelic Library and the addition
of some material from my on files.
I am im.rmt pleased to announce that as a result of a gift of Fil-Ba 449
from a Colombian matter, Guillermo Fernandez Amador, we now have a complete
run of this elusive journal from #1 of 1959 thru #54 of 1965. The library
also has cor► DIete runs of the bulletins of the PALS80 Filatelico de Medellin
and Bogota Filatelico. Indices of the first two periodicals have previously
appeared in CCPACARTA and Bill Sauter is presently working on an index of
Bogota Filatetico for future publication. The library also has all of the
articles concerning Colombian and Panamanian material whica have appeared in
the Collectors Club Philatelist, the Mainsheet, the Pan American Philatelist,
Aera Philatelist Annals and the Airport Journal. We also have many articles
that have appeared in British philatelic Journals. Among the items added
recently are;
1. A/fred Smith & Sons Mrthly Circular. Pages from 1B96-1904 covering new
iSSUO news.
F. Wave Granada - Emision de 1861 (In Spanish by F. Larsen).
Re: Forgeries, 2 pages.

2.

Aretz,

3.

American Journal of Philately - 1901 new issue news, 2 pages.

4.

Olen W. 'Lae Estamillas Provisiohales de

5.

Blell W. "La Emision de Perkins Bacon de 1917, con Fillgrana."

6.

Cross J. "Colombia, the /0 Centavos Stamp% of 1890-1892. E>4hibit. 17
Pages. Gift of J. Cross.

$.0.03

(1921)." 1 page.

7. Davies R.E.G. "Airlines of Latin America since 1919, Colombia.

1 page.

47 pages.

Dalwick R. "The Colombian Air Poet Service." I page.
9.

Dalwick R. "The Air Post Stamps of Great Britain" (SCADTA "G8" ovpts). 5
Pages,

10. Dickinson P. "Typographed Initial Overprints of SCAOTA." 4 pages.
11, Fooke, H. "Santander - Correo Rapido." 2 pages.
12.

Goodaind H, "SCADTA Airmail from the United States." 4 pages.

13. Harris, E. "Colombia, Stamp Shortages 1924-1945." Exhibit. 17 pages,
lift of E. Harris,
14. Harris, L.J. "SCADTA, the Carriage in Colombia of Airmail Originating
Abroad." 12 pages.
15. Higlett, G. "Colombia, the 1918 Issue of 3 Centavos." - 8 pages.
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THE DEPORT OF THE DIRECTOR GENEFAL CF POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS
FCP THE FISCAL (EAR ERN 1 -7EPTEWRER 1676 Mil AOSUST 1R77
Editor's Note: This article reviews the contents of the report. The
complete report, 88 pages, is available in a rather poor xerox copy in the
COPAPHIL library.
The report is directed to the Secretary of War and Navy. It is divided
into three parts, a report on the postal service with 9 sections, a report
the telegraph service with 6 sections, and an appendix containing statistical
tables. Section I of the first part describes the organization of the pcstal
administration. Subordinate to the director general were the Principal
Administrations of the Treasury located in Medellin, Tunja, Santa Marta,
Panama, Cartagena, Barranquilla, Popayan, Cali, Socorro, Cucuta, Ibague and
Neiva and the administrations in the capitals of the national territories;
Tame, Landazuri, San Luis de Providencia, and Villavicencio. Reporting to
them were 128.subordinate offices, 23 of which were joint post and telegraph
offices. Six offices were attached to the Administration of Salt Mines;
Chita, Pajarito, Nemocon, Cumaral, Tausa and Se pile. The office at Rio
Hacha was attached to the Custcee Office of that port. The apparent total is
152 including the central administration, but this is not epecifically stated.
Section /I describes the national postal routes and their feeder routes.
Section III gives the dates of dispatch on each of the national routes for
both the regular mails and the parcel service. These are amplified by
detailed timetables for each route in the Appendix. Section IV addressee the
transport of mail, which was in the hence of contractors rather than
government eeployees. The names of contractors and dates of the latest
contract on each of the major routes are shosr. Four pages are used to
discuss the poor performance of the contractors providing mail service co the
Magdalena River. In general the boats were overloaded on upriver tripe, often
towing a number of barges. Specific instances are cited of steamer captains'
refusing to accept the mail from the contractor who delivered it to the port.
Section V discusses the postal rates in effect. The rates for a latter
weighing 10 grams or less were 2 centavos for local delivery, 5 centavos for
destinations within the same state and 10 centavos for desiinatione In ether
states or in foreign countries. The rate for certified mail (cubiertae) was
50 centavos for a letter not exceeding 20 gram plus 10 centavos for each
additional 15 grams or fraction thereof. The parcel post rates in effect are
not listed, but are those contained in Article 14 of Law 13 of 28 April 1874,
Section VI of the report summarizes the suaetities of stamps used diring
the fiscal year and in inventory by denomination. However, the Director
General CALtionS that the statistics are incomplete, as feeder reports from a
nutter of principal administrations including Cali, Barranquilla, Ibague,
Naive, Socorro and Tunja were either missing or incomplete. The reported
stamp use was as follows:
$10

$ 5
$ 1
50c

681
287
1176
1815

25c
20C
10c
5c

616
11/70
81406
46409

2 1/2c
2c
lc

1786
4249
3280

274 50c cubiert2e were used, but only 7 25c cubiertas. The value of the stamp
inventory on hand was reduced from 75,086 pesos at the beginning of the year
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to 58,454 pesos at year end. The eppeedix contains tables giving these
statistics by principal Ministrations.
Section VIII of the report contains statistics on volume of mail. These
statistics are also incomplete, lacking the same returns as Section VII. The
statistics show 148,494 postpaid letters, 24,679 unpaid letters (cartes a
debe), 207 registered and annotated letters and 127 registered letters. 354
paid and 890 official certified letters were carried, 111,717 newspapers were
carried free of postage and 3499 were reported as postpaid. The latter number
is curious as all of the postpaid newspapers were reported by the Medellin
administration which also reported only 478 carried free of postage. The
Appendix contains tables giving these statistics by principal administrations.
The volume of regular mail was only 51.74 of that of the previous fiscal
year, 1875-1876. The total weight of parcel post shipments was 13,121 kilos
compared to 25,678 kilos in 1875-1876. While a small part of this reduction
is due to the missing feeder reports, the major cause was the civil
disturbances during the year. These required the suspension of all parcel
post shipments in September 1876 except those on the Atlantic Route. Regular
mail service cn the North and Ngrtheast routes was suspended in November.
Service from Bogota on the Western route beyond Honda and on the
Bogota-Marizales route beyond Libano was also suspended. Dispatches on the
Southern route went only as far as Popayan cn occasion. Service on the
Atlantic route was often delayed as military use of the mail steamers on the
Magdalena was given priority. Mail was dispatched irregularly on the Eastern
Route (Bogota-Villavicenzio). Regular service on these routes was not
restored until after the revolution ended in April 1877.
Section IX of the report first lists the major decrees that were issued
year. Cie of these, an unnumbered decree of 28 March 1877
transferred the post office in Ricaurte to Girardot where it was combined with
the telegraph office there. This indicates that, contrary to other published
information, Girardct 15 not a new name for Ricaurte, but a separate office.
Decree 662 of 2 November 1876 eliminated the feeder route from Neiva to La
Plata. This decree was revoked by Decree 358 of 6 June 1877 which reinstated
the feeder route via Campoalegre, Hobo, Gigante, Garzcn, Agrado and Pital. No
reason is given for these changes which may have been We to the civil
disturbances. Similarly decrees eliminated the post office in Puerto Barrio
on 22 December 1876 and then reestablished it 6 months later on 28 June 1877.

Wring the

The remainder of this section is devoted to recorenendations. These
include a number of radical suggestions. The director general reccumende that
parcel post service be abolished and the service be offered by private
companies, that all letters te carried free of postage, and that postage
stamps be made legal tender for payments of all types, not just for franking
the mail, which teems to conflict with the previous suggestion which would
eliminate the need for postage stamps.
The report on the telegraph service contains more details on the effect
of the civil strife. Destruction of the telegraph lines was areearently an
early goal of the rebels. Poles were cut doer' and wires and insulators were
removed throughout the country. (Editor's Note: It is possible that part of
the removal of wire and insulators was We to robbery rather than civil
strife. Thefts of telephone and telegraph line for the wire in remote areas
were a regular occurence in the Canal Zone during 1949-1953).
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2960 kilometers of telegraph lines had been in service in August 1876.
The length was stated in the report in mirameters and leagues, showing these
were the customary measures of distance in use at the time. The telegraph,
administration was divided into 9 sections as follows:
1 Cartago-Popayan and Palmira-Buenaventura.
2 Cartago-Ambalema-Facatativa.
3 La Mesa-Neiva.
4 Bogota-Honda and Bogota-La Mesa.
5 Bogota-Velez and Puente National-Santa Rosa de Viterbo.
6 Velez-Pamplona and San Gil-Zapatoca.
7 Pamplona-Cucuta-Puerto Nacional(Gamarra).
8 Santa Marta-Barranquilla.
9 Barranquilla-Sabanalarga-Corozal-Magangue, SAbanalarga-Cartagena and
Corozal-fhinu.

There was no service in Antioquia, in Cauca south of Pcpayan, in Boyaca
east of Santa Rosa de Viterbo, or in Tolima south of Neiva. Bogota was linked
to the Pacific coast at Buenaventura, but there was a gap between Magangue and
Puerto National in the service to the Caribbean coast.
60,852 telegrams were reported as transmitted Wring the year of which
24,198 were official business. However, again the director general cautions
that the statistics are incomplete We to lack of some feeder reports which
are noted in the detailed tables in the Appendix. Telegraph rates are quoted
in leagues with a 10 word telegram costing 2 1/2 centavos for the first 20
leagues and 2 1/2 centavos for each additional 10 leagues. Messages which
pass thru the central office in Bogota were charged separately for each leg of
the transmission. The director general recommended that telegram rates be
reduced in order to increase the volume and give better service.
The total amounts of destruction of telegraph lines in the revolution
are not given in the report, but the Appendix contains detailed reports of the
Inspectors in charge of each section. For example the line between Mcniquira
And Tunja (57 kilometers) required 165 new posts, 25 kilometers of new wire
and 420 insulators. It is difficult to add the feeder reports because
different measures are used, some reporting new wire in meters, others in
quintals, etc.
Much of the report is an account of the difficulties in procuring
supplies of wire and insulators. Requests to the Colombian consul-general in
New York were ignored by that official, probably because they were not
accompanied by the funds to pay for the purchases. Similar results were
obtained in Paris, where the charge d'affaires claimed the requests arrived
too late to be acted upon. The director finally was able to purchase supplies
in Colombia from commerical sources. The suppliers included Demetrio Paredes,
the printer contracted to supply postage stamps, who furnished 66 rolls of
wire and Manuel Amador Fierro who furnished 250 rolls. (Editor's Note: Is it
possible that the government repurchased part of its own wire and insulators
which had been removed during the revolution?)
The Library of Congress card index files show that they have at least
two additional annual reports from the same decade, although these could not
be located during my visit in 1987. If any are available in the Colombian
archives or postal museum, COPAPHIL would be happy to pay the costs of
preparing and mailing photocopies for our library.
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$ P FPOM THE '.A.LES CEPAPTMENT
by Gerard Marque
This is the last call for lots for the Eighth COPAPHIL Mail Bid Sal . .
The net sale is schedUled for this spring. The deadline for receipt :f
material is February 15, 1990. As a result of our recent evaluation of sales
results, we have decided to raise the minimum bid on any lot to $5.
Therefore, do not send lots with a market value under that amount. All lots
consigned MUST have a minimum bid set. It is our intention after the next
sale is concluded to offer all unsold lots at their minimum bid. This is the
practice at many European auction house's. If you are not sure if your
material is suitable for our sale, please contact me for advice. Details are
also being worked out for a small better items sale to be held in late 1990.
Scott Publishing Co. has promised that the new catalog now reflects
actual retail prices. How will it affect you as a collector? Of all the
major general catalogs, I believe Scott rates the lowest in its treatment of
the Latin American countries. However, when you are in the market for
philatelic items that are frequently offered, the catalog may be a helpful
tool. Still, the best way to determine the price you should pay is to check
"prices realized" of auction sales, especially those of our COPAPHIL sales. A
word of caution: the lists of some auction houses are fabrications. The
include lots which were not sold, with prices that are "desireable."
Sometimes they call them "hammer prices" and they are a tool to bolster a
sagging market.
If you are looking for rare, or seldom offered, items I advise you to
forget about catalog prices. Scott states: "Stamp valees in italics
generally refer to it ire which are difficult to value accurately.' This is a
contradiction. If there is no accurate way to value an item, no value should
be shown.

MANUSCRIPT CANCELATIONS OF TOLIMA
by Howard Frome
Since handsterrcus were supplied only to major post offices, the stare on
most mail originating in small towns in the 19th century were canceled by a
manuscript town name written across the stamp. I believe that crow quills and
home-made inks were used in most cases other than the purple ink. Well
formulated nut-gall ink. produces a brownish black mark, poorly formulated ink
becomes light grayish tan with age. A better ink made from a plant called
the ink plant" (chanchi) made a jet black mark. My small sample suggests
that about have of the manuscript cancels were made with each type of ink.
Forged manuscript cancels of Tolima are found on counterfeit stamps and
remainders. I take this opportunity to thank the following tearbers for their
help and for access to their collections of m/s cancels: Ken Adams, Douglas
Bayliss, Jim Cross, Debbie Friedman, Gary La Crosse, Alex Rendon and Bill
Welch.
I have now begun a study of the manuscript cancels of Antioquia. Please
send photocopies of your m/s cancels on state and national stems. Also, if
you have any Tolima m/s cancels which are not represented in this study,
please send a photocopy as I plan to publish supplements.
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This study of manuscript cancels includes state, department
and national post offices of Tolima.
Illustrations in approximate
positions as they appear on stamps.
The subdivisions area
I. National stamps 1859-1870, Scott 1-57
II. State stamps 1870-1886, Scott 1-61
III. National stamps•1870-1886 Scott 59-127
IV. Department stamps 1886-1 00, Scott 62-78
V. National stamps 1886-1900, Scott 129-17)
VI. Atypical cancels or abbreviations ( I-V )
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The articles on Boyaca and Santander in the previous issue brought a
number of letters with new information which is reported below.
First, Brian Moorhouse wrote that the cancel on the stamp on the Boyaca
cover which illustrated the article is Tunja rather than the Cocuy handstamp
which shows in the lower left had corner.
New member, Carlos Valenzuela, furnished a photocopy of an additional
Boyaca cover, shown below. Wile it is definitely philatelic, the addressee
is the well-known stamp dealer, Antonio Rincon), it is as yet the only
reported use of Boyaca #1 on cover. Three copies of the stamp are tied to a
postal stationery envelope by a Tunja handstamp.

Jars Negus furnished a short bibliography concerning Boyaca and
Librarian, Bob D'Elia was able to obtain copies of the most of the articles
for our library from the holdings of the Western Philatelic library in
Sunnyvale CA. These include:
Nankivell, E.J.
The Countries of the World, Boyaca." Gibbons Stamp Weekly
Vol III, No 5., 3 Feb 1906. pp. 65-66.
Fitte, Miss. "The World's Stamp Errors." The Postage Stamp Vol 5 #12, 18 Dec
1909. p139.
There were also references to new issue listings in Alfred Smith's
Monthly Circular from 1899-1903.
The first of these is from the front page
of #300 December 1099. It chronicles the first issue of Boyaca confirming
that in fact it was issued in 1899. The citation is actually cerond-hand
information taken from original reports appearing in Moen's "Le Timbre-Poste"
and "The Record." The report states that the appearance of this stamp with
the portrait of the Departmental governor, Mendoza Perez, did not find favor
with the national government which objected to the portrait appearing upon the
stamp, It stated that the issue had been suppromed. An illustration of the
stamp is found on page 186 of ASMC #303 for March 1900.
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The Nankiveil article is a brief summary of information ebout Bova:a and
its stamp issues. It is noteworthy that the author does not connect the need
for stamp issues by Boyaca to The Imo Days.' It also incorrectly uses the
term "province" instead of 'department' in describing the status of Boyaca.
The ritte (this must be a psuedcnym) article documents the existence of the 5
and 10P stamps of 1903 in incorrect colors, but makes no mention of the
tete-beche pairs of the same stamps.
Brian Moorhcuse sent along photocopies of additional full sheets of the
1907 Santander surcharges. These include copies of 2 settings of the UN Cvo
overprints. The first setting with "NU" for "UN" in position 16 is shown
below. In the second setting this error has been corrected. Carlos
Valenzuela also sent a photocopy of this setting. There are three types of
overprints. The first has small type for "UN" and "CVO". It occurs in the
five leftmost columns of the sheet (with the transposed letter in the 3rd
row). The two, columns at the right have larger type for "UN" and 'CVO". In
the-sixth column the left leg of "UN" is thicker than the right leg. In the
seventh column the two legs are both thin. The distribution of types is 20,
4, 4.
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Secretary Gary La Crosse furnished two photocopies of Santander 1907
Medio Cvo overprints on full sheets, showing an identical setting applied to
two different starve. There are four types of overprints. The most common
with a large M in Med io and a small C in Cvo is found in the three leftmost
columns and position 4. The second type is found in the other three rows of
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Gary La Crosse also furnished photocopies of a number of Bolivar bisect
covers, which have been forwarded to Jarre Negus for inclusion in his register
of Colombian states covers. The most interesting cover is illustrated on the
front cover. It was franked by a bisect of the 20 centavos Bolivar stamp of
1891 and mailed from the Departmental post office in Cartagena addressed to
Cincinnati CH. Since there is no external return address to which it could be
returned, a Cartagena T postage due handstamp was applied, 1/25 was marked in
crayon and it was sent to the addressee. There are backstamps from Cartagena,
New Orleans and Cincinnati. Postage due was not collected, perhaps because
the U.S. post office saw that a stamp was affixed.

GPs

FIL-PANAM
Box 2245
El Cajon, CA. 92021

POSTAGE STAMPS
OF LATIN AMERICA
Jim & Luz Crass
(619)-561-4959
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EPITFH POST OFFICES IN CLI.JA Arc . FANAMA

by c,erard Manue
F'ece4-t i7-10APHIL mail bid =ales have contained several lots c . f Priti7h
cancelled in Panlila. As bids for the 1cts Y.ere limited. I _r-um
that there was not 1-7,4-1 mud-, interest aiiccR members. This is an interesting
area, including ship- and paquebot cancels, and I hope that this short review
will 'convert' one or more [neters to becoming interested in this area of
collecting.
Curing the early part of the 19th century, the means of transportation
in Latin America were rather limited. Most of the letters to foreign
destinations were carried by British and French ships. Stamps were generally
available in the consular offices. The identification of the consular office
on French stamps (cancel: anchor in the center of a lozenge of dots) is very
difficult on loose sterEiv, but mud) easier. on British stamps which used letter
and number ccabinations in a barred oval which were usually strudk directly on
the stamps (see illustrations below).
When Colombia joined the U.P.U. in 1881 the use of consular offices as
postal stations ceased. In contrast to Brazil and Peru where this type of
cancel can be found on Brazilian and Peruvian postage stamps as well as on
British stamps, the postmarks show below are found only on British stamps.
A list of the stamps used in Colombia and Panama :an be found in the
Stanley Gibbons catalog, together with the plate number-, and dates of use. A
comp lete collection of all British stamps used with the cancels would be very
difficult to acquire and very e
p e n s i v e!
401b.
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Ident i f e.r

Name of Town

C 35
C56
C 62
C 65 (error)

Panama
A 6 C
Cartagena
8
9
Santa Marta
Cartagena (Note 1)
Colon (Aspinwall)
Savanilla (Pto Colombia) C

E 88
F

( C 3 5 ))
Lismilmo
gmmimiF
‘11111r

w
A

Ammommumml

Types of cancels

duplex with cds.

Period
1863 - 1881
1867 - 1801
1367 - 1C91
1970 - 19E1
1870 - 12S1
1072 - 1881

Parity

C
P.
PR
PPR
pp

the old Cartagena device was deteriorating, a new one was needed in
1870. By mistake a canceller with C 65 was delivered. This identifier
belonged to the town of Heywood, Lancs. Even though Heywood used a different
type of device, caution is suggested when purchasing partial strikes.
Examples of this device are extremely rare and only a few covers are known.
t As

PARITY CODES: C = .common; R = rare; PR = very rare; PPR = extremely rare.
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PECALLED FIP7 AT:FLAME FLT .--.14T

Editor's ftte: The information on which this article is. L.. rd was furnished
by ffember, Christo0e/ Wrenn.
Pictured b=leu is 3 cacheted airmai'
sponsored b, the J.acf• kltght
Airmail Society and the "Aar and Herald 3(
Pn-American A l rwy,s
flight from Panama to Miami on April 21,
cl y,,er comremorated the
40th anniversary of the first airplane flight in Panama. The pilot, Clarence
A. deGiers flew an American built Bleriot of a design similar to the plane
used by Bleriot in the first air crossing of the English channel in 1909.
He brought his plane to Panama to win a prize of $3000 offered by officials of
the city for the first airplane flight. Mr. deGiers leRnied to fly at age 22.
one of a limited number of self-taught pilots who learned without an
instructor. He flew for and received his Federation Aeronautique
Internationale license number 77 in 1911. He retired from active flying after
World War I and becale president of the Liquidometer Corporation which was
formed to market his instrument inventions that are used on present day
aircraft. Also Blown is a photograph of pioneer flight.

bi adllIr AMP. AIIIII /III _.411/

II

POITIVI A1111113117
MS '11, APRIL 21 AP- 1192

., e
-

s

..!1,14,4 11E

„

s (4

ilth•

ABR

Pitt? AllOPLAMI FLIOH
0$4 THI ISTHMUS

J'AN

CULIIINCI A- &Gila*

HV

'1111,111.:;

0441 4.

° 21
1952

AB

IL

4C-

MI

Walt %POO

of !MASA

4. 11.;
..•

•

•

,

11"M*---NeA

II •VII•Min, aumnr

••

Mr. C.J.Chaudy
P .0 .box 331
Rio Vista , Solano County
California
CO- MIONIGLO

homevr• rvil I.
.141. 4 n 14111 ge<11111
7•11 last, 1111.1
WO All !Fan manta Wear/
CO•MIMOIATIVI PUeoil

'TN

PANAMA CITY

I

Ammo -91

•

Co . seewrill
ILLS end MAAA46

CORRECI AEREO

PANAMA-MIAMI

AIR MAIL

" ir.174N Ai/ER/TAN IVOR/11 4111WAYS
SPVLIKA Lk PAHA&

40.ArypaRSARIG
C A• de
SUlh AFINIVIRSARY•

GIERS

Reduced reproduction, NUEVOS RIMS PANAMA, April 22, 1972

-45-

Mir) FN PANAMA
PANAMA FLIGHT
• ''

DECREER, 1 %9

COPACAPTA
TNE HAPITT FEPCPT

The revolution in Scott catalog pricing is now a reality. When I looked
at Volume I, I was surprised to find few changes in values for the Canal Zone.
Meico and Nicaragua, catalog prices of
However, with the exception of
other Latin America(' countries have generally been reduced from 33-40%. Some
examples with the new value percentages are:
COLOMBIA
Year Scott #
1989 Mint 1990 Mint
1989 Used 1990 Used
1965 35-42
190.50
503.50
347.50 69.1
137.50 72.2
38.25
22.90 58.8
36.75
1883 116-128
21.40 58.2
1892 148-157
51.94 69.0
75.30
49.95
34.48 69.0
1904 314-322
158.10
109.75 69.4
134.43
93.17 68.6
417.15
277.43 66.5
1910 331-338
255.25
169.96 66.6
1718.00
1138.00 66.2
1319.00
1935 421-436
879.80 66.7
123.70
117.82
1940 475-484
81.70 66.0
77.96 66.2
16.00 71.8
69.57
22.28
1952 601-608
50.60 72.7
30.90
9.92
1956 644-665
21.82 70.8
7.25 73.1
1966 760-1e.C481-3
22.00
14.46 68.7
15.26 69.4
21.05
1981-2 889-994
103.75
73.75 71.1
20.50
14.10 68.8
654.30
394.35 60.3
1921 C25-35
607.55
344.20 58.5
1932 C83-95
350.25
238.30 68.0
.336.05
232.30 69.1
1941 C121-33
79.40
55.14 69.4
44.11
29.52 66.9
77.70
43.41 55.9
72.05
1950 C175-85
47.17 65.5
1959 0322-46
32.07
17.85 55.7
10.38
6.82 65.7
1971 C546a
45.00
32.90 72.2
7.25
5.00 69.0
Iwo 0686-96
9.13
3.73
6.21 68.0
2.48 66.5
1989 F9-F12
. 19.00
13.30 66.8
10.30
7.20 69.9
1909 L1-L8
83.00
59.00 71.1
59.00 71.1
83.00
1937 01-013
175.60
244.05
167.65 68.7
123.42 70.3
31.00
AntioqPia 5-10
25.00 80.6
26.25
21.25 80.6
Antioqpia 73-83
43,11
29.08 67.5
43.11
29.08 67.5
34.50
Cucuta
101-113
34.50
27.50 79.7
27.50 79,7
Tolima
44-55
116.75
93.25 79.9
116.75
93.25 79.9
PANAMA
1878 1-3
1892-5 15-21
1903 51-57
1903-4 151-157
1926 244-255
1936 278-287
1939 322-30+054-61
1929-30 C1-C6
1936 C19
1952 C128A
1964 c300-21
1926-9 EI-E4
1888-1903 F1-F5
F10-F11
1981 RA94

200.00
12.90
64.25
547.50
44.60
43.80
44.85
30.50
375.00
40.00
24.50
29.25
114.50
1E0.00
10.00

130.00 65.0
8.00 52.0
42.75 66.5
370.00 67.6
22.33 51.1
28.95 66.1
26.68 59.5
19.60 64.2
250.00 66.7
25.00 62.5
12.50 51.0
17.95 63.5
76.00 66.3
105.00 65.6
6.50 65.0

175.00
8.90
51,85
372.50
16.20
26.25
22.78
22.53
400.00
40.00
14.50
10.50
95.00
150.00

117.50
5.92
34.00
247.25
8.23
17.70
13.17
15.60
275.00
25.00
7.25
6.65
61.50
97.50

67.1
66.5
65.6
66.4
50.8
67.4
57.8
69.3
68.8
62.5
50.0

61.9
64.7
65.0

The average new mint and used catalog value in the Colombia sample above
is 66.8%, The average new mint value in the Panama samp le is 65.1% and the
average new used value is 66.3%. These percentages are very close to 2/3
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and this fif,,ere •aa be used as a 'rule of thumb" in
. t !-I% the 19?0
, !og ,alees tD
catalog prise=.. In general ' .:catt did net intend the new
represent a change in actual reta i l values, but sia•ly an _iereeet to al ion the
catalog prices more closely w i th them. The reduction in catalog values to '2/3
increases the ratio of price to catalog by 3/2 or 9<3x. Thus if one were
paying 2/3 of catalog for material, the price is now the catalog value; if one
were purchasing at 50% of catalog, the price is now 75% of catalog; if a mint
collection was selling at a wholesale price of 25% of catalog, the price is
now 37.5% (3/8) of catalog; etc.
Scott selected a cut-off date for each country after which mint catalog
values represent never-hinged stamps. The cutoff date for Colombia is 1950
beginning with numbers 594, 0200 and RA33. The cutoff date for Panama is 1947
beginning with numbers 350, Ce2 and RA21.
The steepest reductions in Colombia were for early airmail material.
There seems to be an increase of availability of mint airmail sets in the
auction market and this is reflected in the reductions. The lowest reductions
were for Colombia states material which is generally undervalued according to
its scarcity. There were some rather large price reductions in recent Panama,
some of which are probably not justified. For example: the 1964 cathedral set
is scarce mint and very scarce used, yet the catalog values were cut in half.
I haven't seen a collection on the market in 10 years that has a complete used
set and I doubt that any dealer has an adequate stock of it. The 1970
Caribbean Ganes set is almost never ccean,'yet its mint catalog values are now
less than double face.
Users of the catalogs should be alert for possible misprints. There
were almost certain to be some considering the number of entries which had to
be changed. I have not yet noted any in Colombia or Panama, but set prices
for a number of sets in Haiti were not changed when the individual stamps were
revalued. A continuing problem with the catalog values is "spurious
accuracy." As anyone who has taken a college level statistics course knows,
it is poor practice to show values to decimal points when these values are
derived from samplings or *proximations. Mint stawe are generally sold In
sets, and it is "spurious accuracy" to design values to sets such as $277.43,
$43.41 or $44.85, Most catalog publishers use standard intervals in pricing
individual items, although Scott, at least, has many prices at odd intervals.
It would lend more creditability to the catalog if mint set prices were
rounded to standard intervals.
Dealers in the United States have been slow to adopt the 1950 catalog.
In part this is We to the tremendous inventory of material cn stock sheets
showing 1989 catalog values, There is also a reluctance to change old habits.
I have yet to receive an auction catalog showing 1990 Scott catalog values and
know of only two dealers whose price lists show them. One auction firm

reported the results of a customer survey. Although the majority of the
customers were in favor of using the 1990 prices, the auction dealer was
unwilling to make the change. A number of other dealers have inclosed survey
forms with recent auction catalogs.

I believe that all auctions should adopt the practice of specifying
minimum bids during this transition period. This is needed, because many
bidders will be slow to change the percentage of catalog that they are bidding
when 1990 catalog values are shown.
This practice will be followed in our
next CCIPAPHIL mail bid sale.
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The improvement in the luality of output from my computer printer was
our printer on the last issue and so the e,pected
offset by some poor wce- '
materialize. Bear with me -- I 3M trying.
overall improvement di,j.
I hope members will find the review of the 1876 rwc,rt of the Director
General of Posts useful. If any m-.1ribers have access to similar source
documents on Colombian postal history, I would appreciate hearing from them.

When I offered to edit this journal, one of my goals was to foster
communication between Colombia and Panama specialists in different countries.
The brief articles on Boyaca and Santander in the previous issue led many
members to submit additional information. Much of the information submitted
is published in From The Editor's Mailbag" in this issue and as a result all
tie rs can now share data that was only known to a few before.
rr
The July-August 1989 issue of the journal of the Isthmian Collectors
Club was devoted to a pamphlet listing stereocards with views of Panama and
the Canal Zone. This took me back to my early childhood days in La Crosse WS
when a special treat was looking at such cards In a stereoptical reader at the
local public library. A ci ypy of the ICC pamphlet is available in the COPAPHIL
library.
Editor Robert Karrar has now published the first volume in a proposed
four volume catalog of Panama and Canal Zone post cards listing Madura post
cards with approximately 225 pages and 100 full-size illustrations. Send
$25.00 plus $2.00 postage to Robert Karrar, Box 6094, Alexandria VA 22306.

CLASSIFIED

AD PATES: Classified per line: one issue - $.50, four issues $1.50.
Business Cards: one isag e - $1.50, four issues $5.00.
Award Winning Story
THE HISTORY CF THE PANAMA CANAL IN STAMPS
by
Raymcnd W. Ireson
Introduction
by
Julius Grigore, Jr.
Captain, USN, Retired
Founding Member,
Panama Historical Society
Z pages -- Xerographic Copy -- Colored Soft Covers
$23 postpaid US/Canada/Foreign
Grigore, 425 Harbor Drive, South
Venice, FL 34285

(VIII-1)

WANTED TO BUY: Any covers of the Colombia 1944 Beneficiencia de Cundinamarca
(VII-2)
set. Larry Crain, P.O. Box 963, Medford OR 97501
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A SCARCE 1890 ERROR ON COVER. THE PAIR OF 10 CENTAVOS STAMPS IS IMPERFORATE
BETWEEN. See the article on page 57.
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New Meebers(thru 1 March)
921 Abbott Rd
Gomez, Jorge M.D.
Box 562
Lopez, Jaire
Matthews, W.V.Graham Box 391
Box 221
Mills, Thomas M.
26611 Saddleback Dr
Price, 8111

233
195

Address Changes
Bayliss, Douglas
Fischer, William

205
141
161

Reinstated
Calvet, Richard J. 5151 Robimwood Rd #13
Derrick, William R. 3928 Timberlane
44 Chemin de L'anse #43
Sanford, Ken

E. Lansing MI 48923
Plainsboro NJ 08536
Carmel Valley CA 93924
Rexford NY 12149
Mission Viejo CA 92691

30 Garth House Llanely Rd London NW2 2AY
1119 St. George Or
El Cajon CA 92019

Bonita CA 92002
Missoula MT 59802
Rigaud PO JOP 1TO

USA
USA
USA
USA
USA

ENGLAND
USA

USA
USA
CANADA

Mr. Mills is a dealer dba Mills Philatelics. Mr. Lopez collects
Colombia, codes 02, 11 and 19. Mr. Gomez collects Colombia, codes 02-08,
10-11 and 17. Mr. Price collects Colombia and Panama, codes 02-05, 10-11 and
54. Mr. Matthews is a historian specializing in the history of the French
Canal Co. The above changes bring our current membership to 177.
In August 1999 COPAPHIL received an official request from Scott
Publishing Company soliciting recommended changes to their catalog listings
for Colombia and Panama in the light of the latest philatelic research. A
recommendation was submitted for five changes to Colombia listings in the 1991
Scott catalog. These include:
(1) to move Bolivar 61 to the 1900 Cartagena provisional issues.
(2) to move Cucuta provisional issues of 1900 to the republic listings.
(3) to move Cauca 8-9 to the republic listings.
(4) to move listings of Scott 323-324 to paper currency issues of 1903.
(5) to list Panama 1-31 & F1-E5 with Colombia as well as in Volume IV.
It is planned to establish a committee to review and recommend
additional changes to Scott listings for both Colombia and Panama. l have
already received a reply from Scott indicating that recommendation (5) will
not be favorably considered. Their reasons are that they are concerned about
any changes which will add to the size of the catalogs and that they have
already experienced difficulty with listings which appear in more than one
volume.
The January 1990 issue of the ICC journal was accompanied by a two page
letter from former COPAPHIL member, Julius Grigore, who is working on a
monograph about early Canal Zone philatelists, Gerald Bliss, Crede Calhoun,
Stacey C. Russell, A.P.S. Doyle, and A.A. Hunter, etc. and their contributions
to philately on the Isthmus, including philatelic recognition of various early
flights gr other activities. The list is too long to publish here, but if you
have any information that you th i nk might be of use to Capt. Grigore you can
write him at the address shown in the ad on page 72.
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1990 will be a busy year for COPAPHIL. First, I am pleased to announce
that we will sponsor a special evening in London in connection with Stamp
World, London '90. On Tuesday, May 8, we will host a get-together beginning
at 5:00 P.M. at the Victory Service Club, 63/79 Seymour St. W2. It is just
around the corner from the Marble Arch underground station. We have invited
the membership of the Spanish Main Snniety to join us for the evening and our
English members are organizing a display. Dinner will be available at the
Club that evening and I look forward to seeing you there if you are making the
trip to the London show. It will be a great opportunity to meet other
collectors with common interests.
A shorter trip for many of you will be our second convention and
exhibition. November 2-4, 1990 we will gather at FLOREX '90 to be held at
the Orlando, Florida Exposition Center, which is adjacent to the Omni hotel.
The Omni will have special room rates for us. Anyone who attended our
first convention at BALPEX '88 can tell you this is an event not to be
missed. 75 exhibit frames are being reserved for our member exhibits until
August 15, so now is the time to start planning if you have not yet done
so. A wide variety of exhibits will provide the chance to learn from each
other and to educate others about what are still seldom shown countries. As
before, we recommended a jury member to the show and a specialist dealer has
been invited. The prospectus and hotel information will be available shortly.
If you do not receive it with this issue of COPACARTA, send me a note and I
will make sure you get the information as soon as possible. If you need an
extra incentive to attend, Disneyland is just down the road! Further details
will be in the June COPACARTA.
COPAPHIL had a presence at World Stamp Expo in Washington D.C. thanks to
the work of Ray Ireson. He put together a fascinating one frame display "What
is Colombia/Panama Philately All About.- His creative effort is much
appreciated. I hope we will be able to show the exhibit again as it is an
excellent introduction to our areas. A copy has been placed in our library.
Lastly, please don't overlook the enclosed listing of our Eighth
COPAPHIL Mail Bid Sale. As with previous sales, there is a remarkable variety
of material, much of it seldom seen. These sales are a valuable member
benefit that you will be pleased that you took advantage of. Take the time
to review the list carefully and send your bids early. Successful sales also
help keep our dues low. Gerard Marque, our hard-working sales manager is
looking forward to receiving your bids.
Debby Friedman

According to preliminary figures from the 19E5 census the 15 largest
cities in Colombia (with population in thousands) were:
Bogota & Environs
Medellin & Environs
Cali & Environs
Barranquilla & Envir.
Bucaramanga & Envir.

4,208
2,069
1,654
1.120
545

Cartagena
Pasto
245
530
Armenia-Calarca 239
Cucuta & Envir. 441
Monterla
Pereira & Envir.390
229
Manizales & V.M.328
216
Santa Marta
285
Valledupar
197
Ibague
Source: Colombia Today Vol 24:8
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LA BIBLIOTECA
by Robert q 'Elia, COPAPHIL Librarian

We are pleased to acknowledge receipt of a rew publication, Courtesy of
the author, CDPAPHIL member George Maier, entitled "Postal History and
Postmarks of the Audiencia of Quito." Recently published by the author, this
140 page book with text in both English and Spanish is the most detailed
treatise published to date covering this area which in addition to what is
today Ecuador, also included a large portion of the Province of Popayan which
is in present day Colombia.
Besides giving the postal history of this area, the book contains a
listing of the postmarks known to the author, many of them previously unlisted
in the standard reference on Spanish and Colonial markings, "Prefilatelia
Espanola" by Guinovert and Tizon. This book is highly recommended to students
of this area. It is available from the author at P.O. Box 11460 COW, Quito
Ecuador. Prices are $27.00 + $3.00 postage for the softbound copy and $32.00
+ $3.00 postage for the hardbound copy. Books will be sent by registered
airmail.
This issue contains an English language index of Bogota Filatelico
prepared for COPAPHIL by our hard-working member, Bill Sauber, to whom we
express our sincere thanks. The library has a complete run of this
publication and you can obtain copies of any articles of interest at our
standard rates.
Can anyone provide a copy of the pages pertaining to Colombia and Panama
from " F i rst Flights of the World" by Muller? We currently have a request for
this reference. The Ecuador pages would also be appreciated.
A project to prepare an extensive bibliography of philatelic literature
of both Colombia and Panama is making good progress in the capable hands of
member, Bob Mitchell. Please dig out those elusive articles that you've been
hoarding and send us copies to include in Bob's bibliography and in the
library.
Further new receipts in the library include:
1.

Barriga, A. "Las Estampillas be la Cruz Roja" (3 pgs.1.

2.

Bonilla Lara, A. "La Serie del Centenario" (Colombia 1910 Issue 6 pgs.1.

3. Bose, W. "Wisteria del Dorreo be Espana e Hispanoamerica, 1500-11320" (14
pgs.).
4. Camargo, Gabriel. 'Bolivar en Los Sellos be Correa" (11 pgs./.
5.

Gordon, R. "Exchange Offices in Panama" (1 pg.).

6.

Helme, J. "Panama, 1087-1888 Issue, Parts I-III" (53 pgs.)

7. London, J. "El Resello Unificado en Sus Sellos Aereos" (5 pgs.).
B. Muller, R. "Colombia; Notes on the 1904 National Issue" (2 pgs.).
9. Nankivell, E.

The Countries of the World - Boyaca" (2 pgs.).
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IF YOU WANT TO SAVE MONEY (and who doesn't), then participate in the
COPAPHIL mall bid sales. Consignors and bidders will came out ahead. Why?
When you bid $100 successfully for lot at the COPAPHIL sale, you pay $100 plus
about $2 for postage and insurance (unless it is a bulky item). That is all.
On the other hand if you bid $100 for a lot from Heinrich Koehler, one of
Europe's largest auctioneers, you will have to add to your bid 157. commission
+ DM2 ($1.20) per lot + 14% VAT on the commission + about $5 for postage,
handling and insurance. An additional 7% "import tax" is levied on lots from
foreign consignors. When you see the bottom line of your invoice, you will
probably get STICKER SHOCK! If you anticipate heavy bidding competition, you
can bid $115 for the lot from COPAPHIL and still come out ahead.
If you are a consignor of a $100 lot in the Koehler sale, a commission
of 15% of the hammer price will be deducted. Then Mehrwertsteuer (value
added) tax of 14% will be deducted. You do not need tt be 4 Methematical
wizard to recognize the advantages of consigning to our mail bid sale which
charges only a 10% commission. Furthermore, that 10% commission goes into the
COPAPHIL publications fund where it will be used to publish significant
studies and handbooks on the philately of Colombia and Panama.
In addition COPAPHIL guarantees that all lots in its sales are genuine
and that the high bidder will receive the lot at one advance over the second
highest bid.

INTERIM TREASURER'S REPORT
BALANCE GI EET

31 DECEMBER 1989

ASSETS
CASH IN BANK
PETTY CASH
LIBRARY CASH AFITIIHNT
TOTAL ASSETS
LIABILITIES
ADVANCE DLES
CONTRIBUTIONS 1990-1991
TOTAL LIABILITIES
CAPITAL
BEGINNING BALANCE
CURRENT EARNINGS
TOTAL CAPITAL

5e75.88
58.11
121.64
6055.63

533.00
15.00
54B.00
4312.09
1195.54
5507.63

INCOME STATEMENT -JULY-DECEMBER 1989
INCOME
DUES
CONTRIBUTIONS
MAIL SAIF COMMISSION
PUBLICATION P.AI FS
INTEREST INCOME
LIBRARY FEES
COPACARTA ADS
TOTAL INCOME

22.00
2454.68

EXPENSES
PRINTING
POSTAGE
SUPPLIES
LIBRARY EXPENSE
TOTAL EXPENSE

397.44
747.80
55.31
58.59
1259.14

CURRENT EARNINGS

1195.54

1262.00
319.00
588.35
100.50
147.03
15.80

NOTES: Postage expense includes sufficient stamp purchases to mail the
remaining issues of COPACARTA for this membership year.
On 15 February 1990 $4000 of our Cash in Bank was invested in short term
Certificates of Deposit in order to earn additional interest.
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DOES GERMAN KRIS. MARINE POST IN PANAMA, 1899, EXIST?
By David J. Leeds

During 1898-1900, the German cruiser, MSM GEIER, toured both coasts of
North, Central and South America. The voyage is detailed in an article by
Kilian E. Nathan in The Central American Newsletter of the Spanish Main
Society for July 1989, pp. 168-170.
After leaving Kiel December 9, 1897 the ship spent three years
visiting German interests throughout the Americas from the Caribbean to
Vancouver. British Colombia. In July 1900 it departed for the Boxer Rebellion
in China.
Crew Mail was handled by shipboard paymasters and delivered by them to
German Consulates in the ports of call. The two postal cards illustrated by
Mr. Nathan show the ship cancel CDS "Kais. Deutsche Marine Schiffpost No. 36"
and additional local markings of Corinto, Nicaragua.
Quoting from Mr. Nathan: In Buenos Aires she received orders to sail to
the West Coast of Latin America. She passed through the Straits of Magellan
on February 20-23, 1899 and visited Valpariaso, Callao and Panama." And
later: "After this the ship went to CORINTO, Punta Arenas and again to Panama.
On her way she had to turn again in Guayaquil and to sail again to Panama,
CORINTO and San Jose (Guatemala).
Are there any covers known from the at least three visits she made to
Panama.? Answers to the Editor, please.

A COLOMBIAN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT FORM FROM 1903
Illustrated below is an Acknowledgement of Receipt Form sent relating to
a letter sent from Cartagena to Budapest in 1903. It is franked with the 10
centavos stamp of the 1902 Cartagena Regional Issue. Form reduced by 1/3.
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THE REPORTS OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS
FOR THE FISCAL YEARS FROM 1 SEPTEMBER 1874 TO 31 AUGUST 1878
Editor's Note: As a result of the request in the previous COPACARTA, we
now have obtained copies of the annual reports for the 4 fiscal years from
September 1874 to August 1878. This article reviews some of the key contents
of the newly received reports. All of the reports are available in the
COPAPHIL library.
The reports were prepared by the Director General of Posts and
Telegraphs and addressed to the Secretary of War and Navy who had cabinet
responsibility for the posts and telegraphs during these years. There is
considerable difference in the length and contents of the reports depending
upon the author. To order copies from the library, the number of pages is:
1874-1875
1875-1876
1876-1877
1877-1878

Dir.
Dir.
Dir.
Dir.

Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.

Marco A. Estrada
Rafael Rocha Gutierrez
Flavio Pinzon
R. Mercado

25
51
44
11

double
double
double
double

pages.
pages.
pages.
pages.

During 1874-1875 there were 15 principal administrations; Bogota,
Medellin, Cartagena, Barranquilla, Tunja, Popayan, Cali, Santa Marta, Panama,
Socorro, Cucuta, Ibague, Villavicencio, Tame and San Luis de Providencia with
a total of 75 employees. Subordinate to them were 92 local administrations
with 111 employees. During 1874-1875 new subordinate administrations were
opened in Bocas del Dique de Paturia, Anapoima, Chire, Moreno, Pore, Trinidad
and Orocue. A new transverse route was opened from Bucaramanga to Bocas del
Dique de Paturia on the Magdalena River to provide faster service from towns
in Santander to Barranquilla. On the 18th of May 1875, a severe earthquake
struck the town of Cucuta causing very heavy damage. During the reconstruction
period the principal administration was moved from Cucuta to Chinacota and a
temporary post office was organized at La Vega to serve the residents of
Cucuta who had evacuated the town.
The 1875-1876 report is the longest of the four. During the 5 year
period ending in 1876, the post and telegraphs had income of 339,679 pesos
and a deficit of 380,146 pesos. The Director General devotes a substantial
amount of the 1875-1876 report to recommendations for raising postage rates to
eliminate this deficit mainly by charging for letters by both weight and
distance carried. The report contains another section of interest to the
postal historian. This describes the steamship lines which served Colombian
ports both on the Caribbean and the Pacific giving the names of ships which
served the routes and their schedules in 1876. Included in the report is the
full text of Decree 679 of 13 November 1876 which prescribed the organization
of the office of the Director General and the principal administration in
Bogota. (Editor's Note: This decree was issued in the 1876-1877 fiscal year.
These reports were prepared at least 4 months after the end of the fiscal
year to which they pertain and they often contain information about events
that have occured during that interim).
The text of Decree 50 of 24 January 1877 is also contained in the
1875-1876 report. This short decree required the use of regular Colombian
postage stamps to show the collection of postage the on incoming mail from
countries with which Colombia had no postal convention.
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A resolution of 27 April 1876, published in Diario Oficial 3726,
demonetized the current issues of 5, 10, and 20 centavos stamps and required
that remaining stocks be turned in for destruction. A resolution of 14 June
1876, published in Diario Oficial 3774, authorized the exchange of these
stamps by private individuals who had unused copies in their possession. The
reason given was the suspicion that these stamps had been falsified. However,
as a result of the studies of Alex Rendon, it is now almost certain that the
postal forgeries were of stamps of the higher denominations, 50 centavos and
above, rather than these lower values.
By the end of the fiscal year on 31
August 1876 a total of 93,387 stamps had been turned in. This report also
gives a full list of the contractors on all postal routes in the country with
the dates of the latest contracts.
The report for fiscal year 1877-1878 is much shorter than the 3 previous
reports. It omits the data on organization of the postal service and the
It contains primarily statistics on the volume of mail and
routes in effect.
stamps delivered and sold. The COPAPHIL library copy of this report is not
complete. The tables relating to the telegraph service were not copied.
The following is a summary of data obtained from these reports. The
total volume of mail was fairly constant during the period, except when
interrupted by the civil disturbances of 1876. Key statistics:
PAID LETTERS REGISTERED REG & ANNOTATED CERTIFIED NELEPAPERS (FREE)
YEAR
943
487
289,615
1197
357,485
1873-1874
944
318,876
1874-1875
1323
581
323,567
547
306,116
287,686
1229
1127
1875-1876
148,494
127
217
354
111,717 Note 1
1876-1877
1575
384,949
892
1431
272,839
1877-1878
Note I - volume reduced due to civil disturbances.
Analysis of this data shows an upward trend in the volume of paid
letters and an offsetting downward trend in the volume of newspapers over a
f i ve year period. The next table summarizes sales of stamps in various
denominations:
YEAR
1874-1875
1875-1876
1876-1877
1877-1878

10P
1337
1885
681
2074

SP
537
643
287
682

IP
4988
3948
1176
5690

50c
6337
3892
1815
6237

25c
2846
1790
616
3918

5c
10c
20c
37440 194579 119978
20013 170079 103089
11170 81406 46409
26938 210162 115599

2 1/2c
2c lc
7483 4540 4956
6199 8422 6536
1786 4246 3280
10858 11923 13646

The 1876-1877 stamp sales were reduced the to the civil disturbances.
Note that the number of 10 Peso stamps sold is more than twice the number of 5
pesos stamps. This is not reflected in Scott catalog prices for these two
stamps of the 1870 issue.
A number of facts useful to the postal historian are found in these
reports. Page 41 of the 1875-1876 report mentions that the central
administration often exchanged unused stamps for foreign stamps and that
regulations concerning this were contained in a Resolution of 30 December
1876, published in Diario Oficial 3869. The 1876-1877 report indicates that
the sale of stamps to the public had been prohibited, probably in 1876 when
the counterfeiting of stamps was suspected. During the fiscal year stamps
were affixed directly to the mail by the postal agents. The Director General
laments that not even foreign embassies were permitted to purchase stamps.
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THE COLOMBIAN STAMP ISSUES OF 1890
by Jim Crass

During 1890 the Colombian post office ordered stamps in new designs to
replace the lower values of the first Republic issue which had been in use
since 1886-1887. 100 years later, there are still no reported studies of
these stamps and not much is known about them. The Temprano catalog indicates
However, the
that the stamps were printed under contract of 23 June 1890.
first stamp of the issue, the 10 centavos, was reported in the American
Journal of Philately in March 1890. Two printers were awarded contracts forthese stamps. Demetrio Paredes, who had printed all Colombian stamps since
1870, printed the 1, 5 and 20 centavos values and Luis F. Villaveces prepared
the 2 and 10 centavos values. All 5 values show the Colombian Coat of Arms in
different designs. The American Journal of Philately reported the 2 centavos
stamp in May 1890, the 5 and 20 centavos stamps in October 1890 and the 1
centavo stamp in December 1890. Both the Scott and Gibbons catalogs list the
issue as appearing in 1890-1891, but neither catalog indicates which stamp(s)
are attributed to the latter year.
Stamps of the previous issue were not demonetized and continued to be
used where available. All values of the 1890 issue were used until 1892 when
they were demonetized by Decree 1960 of 4 July 1892 published in Diario
Oficial 8894 on 17 August 1892, which also demonetized all other stamps in
circulation as of 15 August 1892. All values of the stamp issue of 1892 were
made available simultaneously. This was unprecedented and indicates that the
printing of the stamps of the new issue must have been begun early in 1892.
This suggests that there had been a problem, such as a theft of existing stamp
stocks, which required a complete new issue, but there is no mention of the
special circumstances in the literature.
The first 2 centavos stamp of 1892, red on rose, was reported in the
American Journal of Philately in June 1892. Since it was also replaced uy the
green stamp of the same design in August, it was apparently issued because
stocks of the 2 centavos stamp of 1890 were exhausted. Apparently the
Colombian postal authorities underestimated the demand for 2 centavos stamps.
Dr. Helme reported a similar shortage of the 2 centavos stamp of the I887-1888
issue for use in Panama. It is the to the short period of use of only about
three months that the 2 centavos red of 1892 is relatively scarce.
Information reported by members of the 1886-1904 Study Circle indicates
that large multiples of the stamps of the 1890 issue are scarce. The largest
mint multiples reported to date are a block of 15 of the 2 centavos, blocks of
e of the 1, 5, and 10 centavos and a block of 4 of the 20 centavos. Any
members knowing of larger multiples are urged to report them to the author.
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The sheet makeup for stamps of this issue has not been reported. The
most likely size was 100 (10x10), but Paredes printed some of the Panama
issues in sheets of 90. Determination of the sheet size requires the
discovery of larger multiples than those now available.
Surprisingly few covers with stamps of this isie have thus far been
reported. In my collection I have a cover with the 1 centavo stamp paying the
printed matter rate and one with a strip of S of the 1 centavo paying the
internal letter rate from Barranquilla to Bucaramanga. One cover has been
reported with the 2 centavos stamp paying the printed matter rate from
Barranquilla to Paris (date unknown). So far no covers from internal mail
have been reported with the 5 centavos stamp. A number of covers are known
with multiples of the 5 centavos stamp paying the postage on foreign letters,
including pairs on single rate covers and a pair in combination with the 10
centavos stamp on a double rate cover. Two covers have been reported with a 5
centavos stamp added to a 5 centavos SERVIC10 FERREO stamped envelope. A
cover carried by the Carreo del Comercio de Cucuta had a block of 4 paying the
double rate (unfortunately one stamp has been removed from this cover). One
cover is known which had a pair of the 5 centavos plus a late fee stamp (one
stamp of the pair has been removed from this cover also).
A limited number of covers are known with the 10 centavos stamp. Those
Include a double rate internal letter from Sincelejo to Barranquilla and
foreign letters from Barranquilla, Bucaramanga and r1tpos. The envelope
illustrated on the front cover shows a unique use of a vertical pair of the 10
centavos stamp Imperforate between on a cover from Bucaramanga. Illustrated
below is a cover from my collection with 2 copies of the 20 centavos stamp
paying the postage on a quadruple weight foreign letter from Medellin on 13
June 1892. This is the only use of the 20 centavos stamp on cover thus far
reported. Any members having covers with stamps of the 1990 issue are urged
to report them to the author. Photocopies of the covers would be appreciated.
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Less than 10% of the loose used stamps of this issue have a legible
date. Thus far it has not been possible to ascertain with accuracy when the
stamps were issued. No dated cancelations have been located which are earlier
than the months in which the stamps were reported by the AJofP.
The 1 centavo stamp is printed in green on green and light green wove
papers. These paper varieties are listed by Barriga and Temprano, but are not
found in the worldwide catalogs. Both of the specialized catalogs list
imperforate pairs on green paper and Barriga also lists imperforate pairs on
light green paper. Temprano lists the stamp known bisected, but I have not
seen any. Presumably they would be on cover or piece. The only rate they
could have been used for was the 1/2 centavo local delivery rate or to make up
the 2 1/2 centavos RETARD] rate. It is not known whether more than one
lithographic stone was used for printing this stamp.
The 2 centavos stamp is found in both red and carmine on rose colored
wove paper. Barriga and Temprano list imperforate pairs in red and Temprano
also lists horizontal pairs imperforate vertically. It is probable that only
one lithographic stone was used for printing this stamp.
The 5 centavos stamp was printed in blue on blue-green and bluish
papers. These paper colors are quite different and both varieties are listed
in all major catalogs except Minkus. Imperforate pairs on bluish paper are
listed by all catalogs except Yvert. Gibbons and Barriga also list
imperforate pairs on blue-green paper. This stamp is normally perforated 10
1/2, but Gibbons and Barriga list stamps perforated 13 x 10 1/2 on bluish
paper and Barriga also lists this perforation variety on blue-green paper. It
has not been possible to determine whether stamps on both paper colors were
isened at the same time from the limited number of dated examples available
for study. The sheets of this stamp on both colors of paper were not
perforated along the sheet margin. 4 corner stamps are perforated on two
sides only and either 34 or 36 margin copies are perforated on only three
sides depending upon the number of stamps in the sheet. It has not been
determined whether more than one lithographic stone was used for this issue.
The 10 centavos stamp was printed in brown and reddish brown on yellow
wove paper and in brown on buff wove paper. Only the brown on yellow variety
is listed in worldwide catalogs. The color varieties are listed by Barriga
and Temprano. Barriga lists both the brown and reddish brown on yellow in
imperforate pairs. The vertical pair imperforate between shown on the cover
photo is not listed in any catalog. It is probable that at least two
different lithographic stones were used for the two centavos. Stamps exist
with rays above the shield containing the coat of arms and also without these
rays. It is unlikely that these stamps come from the same stone. This same
design was also used for the 10 centavos stamps of the 1892 isene which were
printed in brown on pink paper and later on brownish paper. Stamps of that
iS=.11e are also found both with rays above the shield and without rays. Almot
all dated examples from the 1890 issue in my collection, including all of the
covers, are brown on buff paper with rays.
The 20 centavos stamp is printed in violet on pelure paper. Barriga and
Temprano list imperforate pairs and horizonatal pairs imperforate vertically.
Barriga also lists vertical pairs imperforate horizontally. The only dated
used stamps that I have seen are those on cover. Since the 20 centavos stamp
with the portrait of Narino with the correct spelling of REPUBLICA was issued
in 1889, it is possible that the 1890 20 centavos stamp had limited use.
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A SF' FCTED INDEX OF 'BOGOTA FILATELICO'
by J.W. Sauber

This journal has been published intermittently by the Club Filatelioo of
Bogota since 1954. There were 31 whole numbers thru April 1988, although some
were paired in single issues. Dates of issue are as follows:
Whole No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

1
2
3-4
5-6
7-8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

Jun '54
Jul-Dec '54
Jan-Jun '55
Jul-Oct '55
Nov-Dec '55
Jan-Apr '56
May-Oct '56
Nov '56-Mar '57
Apr-Sep '57
Dec '60
Aug '67
Apr '68

Whole No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26-27
28
29
30
31

Feb
Jul
Dec
May
Aug
May
Feb
Oct
Oct
Sep
May
Mar
Feb
Apr

'72
'72
'72
'73
'73
'74
'75
'75
'76
'77
'79
'80
'88
'88

This index includes the articles considered to be of interest to
collectors today. Articles of purely local and contemporary interest have
been omitted. Titles have been translated into English. Articles are listed
by subject and period of issue. Scott catalog numbers are given in
parentheses. Copies of all articles (in Spanishlare available from the
COPAPHIL library. The references are given in the following order: Title
(Scott Number), author, whole number, page.
PREPHILATELY
The Ma.1 Service of Foreign Agencies in Colombia, Federico G. Larsen, No. 3-4,
p.28-36.
The Viceroyalty of Santa Fe de Bogota, Juan Kettiger, No. 17, p.27-30.
Prephilatelic Postal Markings of Medellin, Juan Santa Maria Alvarez, No. 18
p.11-26.
Spanish Patriotic Postal Markings in the American Viceroyalties, Dr. Fernando
Camino, No. 23, p.7-14.
Birth of the Republic and Organization of its Posts, Julio Tobon Hohmann, No.
28, P.3-15.
The Mails in New Granada 1832-1858, Julio Tobon de Paramo and Julio Taboo
Hohmann, No. 29, p.39-53.
REGULAR ISRLFS 1859-1899 (SCOTT 1-166)
The Six Types of the One Peso Value of the Issue of 1864-1865 (Scott 42),
Federico G. Larsen, No. 7-8, p.3-4.
New Granada - Issue of 1861 (Scott 13), Federico G. Larsen, No. 12, p.13-14.
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The Two Cent Stamp of 1871 (Scott 68), anonymous, No. 16, p.24-25.
United States of Colombia - Issue of 1866 (Scott 49), Juan Kettiger, No. 19,
p.5-7.
A Phantom Stamp (Scott 160A note), Juan Kettiger, No. 21. p.39-40.
The Sperati Counterfeits of the United States of New Granada (Scott 13-18),
Leo Temprano Garcia, No. 29, p.5-10.
The 10 Pesos Stamp of 1870-1888 (Scott 65,77,791, Alex Rendon, No. 31 p.41-44.
Rail AR IRRiFS 1899-1925 (SCOTT 167-385)
Provisional Issues of Cartagena, 1899-1902 (Scott 167-183), Federico G.
Larsen, No. 10, p14-21.
The "Especie Provisional" Issue of 1918 (Scott 351-354), Walter Blell, Nn. 12,
p.10.
The Provisional Stamps of $0.03 (Scott 369-370, 377), Walter Blell, No. 12
p.15.
The Provisional Stamps of 1925 (Scott 379-380, 382-385), Walter 81e11, No. 12,
p.28.
The Perkins Bacon Issue of 1917 with Watermark (Scott 339-350, etc.), Walter
Blell, No. 13, p.4.

Study of the "Provisional" Isw.uF , Ordered in 1918 (Scott 360-367), Luis E. San
Juan, No. 21 p.11-15; No 22, p.11-13; No 23, p19-22.
Stamps for the Centenary of Colombia, 1910 (Scott 331-338), Waiter Blell, No.
26-27, p.15-17.
The 3 Cent Stamp of 1918 (Scott 358), Vitautas Stasiukynas, No. 31, p65-67.
REGULAR q
IR FS 1925-PRESENT (Scott 386- )
Do You Know That - - - (Scott 411-416), anonymous, No. 2, p21.
Varieties (Scott 495,565), Walter Ellen, No.3-4, p.5.
Homage to the Colombian Historical Academy (Scott 625), G.C.P. No. 3-4, p.37.
The Effigy of St. Peter Clever S.J. in Colombian Philately (Scott 627 etc.),
Antonio Ballesteros S.J., No. 3-4, p.8-10.
Colombian Soldiers in Korea (Scott 804), anonymous, No. 18, p.9-10.
AIRMAIL FS (SCOTT Cl- )
Colombia, "Land of Cities" (Scott 0239-C253), Federico G. Larsen, No. 2,
p.4-12.
The Airmail Issue of 1945 (Scott 0134-0144), Walter Blell, No. 2„ p.23.
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First Colombian Airmail Stamp (Scott CI-C10), anonymous, No. 3-4, p.45; No.
5-6, p42-43.
The LANSA Stamp Issues (Scott C166-C185, C200-C207), Walter Blell and Jairo
Londono T., No. 14, p.13-28.
The Thousand Dollar Stamps (Scott Cl), German Arciniegas, No. 15, p.19-20.
A Postal Absurdity and a Philatelic Curiosity (Scott C1), Erwin Kraus, No. 28,
p.17.
COLOMBIA, BACK OF THE WOK
The Stamp of the Fusiliers (Scott F22), anonymous, No. 5-6, p.15.
The Colombian Stamps for Seagoing Postage (Scott J1-J3), anonymous, No. 16,
p.25-27.
The Stamps of the Colombian Red Cross (RA1/RA46), "ADA", No. 21, p.17-18.
The Private Posts of Colombia, H. Kamp, No. 21, p.19-22.

Use of Tax Stamps for Postage in Colombia, Eduardo de Cayzedo, No. 15, p.2-4.
Additional Notes on Fiscal-Postage Stamps of Colombia, anonymous, No. 16
p.22-24.
Tax Stamps Used for Postage, Walter Blell, No. 23, p.29.
COLOMBIAN STATES AND DEPARTMENTS
Variations on a Theme, the "Sellos Timbres" of Santander and the Overprints
for Postal Use (Scott Sant. 19, 37), Federico G. Larsen, No. 9, p.25-30.
The No Hay Estampillas" Provisionals of Cali (Former Scott Cauca 17-34),
Federico G. Larsen, No. 11, p.15-18.
Simon Bolivar, the Liberator, on Stamps (Bolivar 11-71, Boyaca 18, San Marino
Sanchez, No. 19, p.9-13; No. 20, p.24-29; No. 21, p.23-27.
Boyaca in Colombian Philately, Gabriel Camargo Perez, No. 19, p.34-37.
The "Shirt of Cauca" of 1879 (Scott Cauca 1), Juan Kettiger, No. 22, p.4-5.
Postal Markings of the State and Department of Antioquia, Rodrigo Uribe
Jaramillo, No. 22, p.15-17.
The Mails of Tolima until 1880, Raul Jimenez Arango, No. 26-27, p.3-7.
The First Stamp Issue of the Sovereign State of Tolima (Scott Tol 1-8), Juan
Kettiger, No. 26-27, p.19-21.
POSTAL STATIONERY (Higgins and Gage Catalog Numbers)
The First Postal Card of Colombia (H&G 1-2), Walter Blell, No. 17 p.13-16.
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The Colombia Card to Commemorate Admission to the Universal Postal Union (H&G
4-5), Walter Blell, No. 18 p.3-4.
The Surcharged Postal Cards of 1902 (H&G 15-17), Walter Blell, No. 20,
p.28-21.
The Postal Stationer y of Colombia Manufactured by Perkins, Bacon and Co. (H&G
20-21, 87A-10, 813-16. DE1, E1-2), Walter Blell, No. 21, p.29-32.
The Postal Cards of Colombia of 1899 with Views of the Country (H&G /4A-148),
Walter Blell, ND. 24, p.19-22.
Plating the "Cubiertas" of 1907 and 1890 (H&G CC9-20), Alex Rendon, No. 25,
p.5-14.
The Last Issue of Cubtertas of Colombia (H&G CC36-40), Walter Blell, No. 25,
p.27-29.
Plating the "CuPiertas" of 1865 and 1867 (H&G CC1-3), Alex Rendon, No. 26-27,
p.9-13.
NEW ISSUE AIN.ACLINCEFENTS

r-,

New Colombisan Issues (Scott 622, RA53), Kb. 2, p.14-16.
Some of the New Issues of 1955 (Scott 634-637a, 0260-273, RA54), Jairo London
T., No. 5-6, p.7-10.
Latest Issues (Scott 0281-2831, No. 5-6, p.14.
New Issues (Scott 640-642, 0275-280), Jairo London T., No. 7-8, p.9-10.
New Issues (Scott 649, 650, 656, 657), No. 10, p.22.
New Issues (Scott 644-655), No. 11, p.20-21.
Latest Issues of 1956 (Scott 666-669, C295-299), Jairc London° T., No. 12,
p.4-6.
Latest Colombian Issues (Scott 670-679, 0290-305), Jairo London° T., No. 13,
p.19-23.
A Postal Program (Scott 713-725, as56-388, RA57-58), Diego Silva Parra, No.
14, p.3-6.
The Third Most Beautiful Stamp in the World (Scott 697, 0317-318), No. 14,
p.10.
New Colombian Iscucc (763-773, 0406-497, RA621, Beatriz Pantoja de Gil, No.
15, p.10-14; Na. 16, p.37-39.
The First Day of Circulation of the Stamp for Dr. Laureano Gomez (Scott C575),
Alvaro Gomez HurtaCo, No. 19, p.16.
Postal Issues 1972 (Scott 802-1912, C568-580), Beatriz Pantoja de Gil, No. 19,
p.21-25.
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New Philately (Scott 927-829, C615-620), Beatriz Pantoja de Gil, No. 23, p.23.

Issues of 1974 (Scott 820-826, C595-599, C609-614), No. 23, p.27-29.
Commemorative Postal Issue (Scott C626-629), No. 25, p.43.
The Shield of Arms of Ibague (Scott 833), Guillermo Vargas Paul, No. 26-27,
p.25.
Commemorative Issues 1977, No. 26-27, p.57-58.
Program of Postal

Is=.11F. s

1980, Beatriz Pantoja de Gil, No. 29, p.25-27.

Postage Stamps Issued in 1987, No. 31, p.35-39.
TOPICAL SUBJECTS

Stamp Issues for the Red Cross on 3 Continents, No. 5-6, p.33-34.
Doctors and Philately, Oscar H. Romaguera, No. 5-6, p.37-38.
Medicine and Philatey, Dr. W. Ploenes and Willich Krefeld, No. 12, p.23-25;
No. 13, p.25-27.
Simon Bolivar, the Liberator, on Stamps, Jan Marino Sanchez, No. 19, p.9-13,
No. 20, p.24-29; No. 21, p.23-27.
Philately and the Sons of the Greater College of St. Bartholomew, Arturo
Montoya S.J.. No. 19, p.33-37; No. 19, p.14-15; No. 25, p.29; No. 26-27,
p.37.
Bolivar on Postage Stamps, Gabriel Camargo Perez, No. 31, p.53-63.
STAMPS OF OTHER COUNTRIES

The Stamps of Panama Before Independence, Mauricio MacKenzie, No. 13, p.3-4.
Los "Escudos" of Venezuela (1951-1953), H. Duff°, No. 13, p.12.

Colombian-Venezuelan Brotherhood, Jairo London° T., No. 17, p.42-43.
GENERA_

The flntinterfeits of Sperati, No. 2, p.17-19.
Tete-Beche, Marino Roberti, No. 3-4, p.12-24.
Colombia and its Posts, 1859-1903, Charles Jewell, No. 7-8, p.13-19.
Colombia in the 1956 Scott and Yvert Catalogs, Federico G. Larsen, No. 9,
p.22-24.
The inherent Value, Edwin Mueller, No. 7-8, p.5-7.

Stamps With or Without Gum, Edwin Mueller, No. 7-8, p.5-7.
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Cancelations, Edwin Mueller, No. 10, p.32-36.
Prephilatelic Letters, Edwin Mueller, No. 11, p.31-36.
Spain„ "Alma Mater," Dr. Rafael Lames Rodriguez, No. 12, p.19-21; No. 13,
P • 31-33.
About the Philatelic Activities of Dr. Gustav Michelson in Colombia, No. 16,
p.27-29.
Colombian Historical Scenes on Stamps, Alvaro Bonilla Lara, No. 17, p.6-11.
New Contributions to the History of Airmail Service in Colombia, Dr. Gabriel
Trujillo, NC. 17, p.17-25.
The History of Colombia on Stamps, Alberto Moreno S.J., No. 20 p.13-17; No.
21, p.33-37; No 22, p.6-9; No. 23, p.15-17; No. 24, p.29-31.
Colombian Philatelic Bibliography, Juan Manuel Pachon, Nb. 22, p.21-23; No.
24, p.39-40.
Watermarks, Juan Kettiger, No. 24, p.7-10; No. 28, p.33-34.
1928 . Flight of SCADTA Carrying Mail to Paita (Peru), Miguel Tobon Hohmann, No.
28, p.23-25.
COSADA (Compania Santanderiana de Aviation), Miguel Tobon Hohmann, No. 29,
p.13-24.
The Colombian Postal Service, No. 31, p.17-33.

UNDCOLEY ON PANAMA
[Apropos of Mr. Ireinud's recent plea for the simplitication of the stamps of Panama, we have resurrected
the following account of a visit to Panama, by Undoolay,
America's chief scamp collecting jester. It appeared
in the late Weekly Philatelic Era.]
Panama, July. 20th, 1204.

:ay Dean FINN.,
Did ye wonder, pretty one, when I had gone to
Well, roe bhoy. I am on the Istbmtio, an In:Minim aiways
loves a muss. so I kim down here.
Yell foind a full description av the place in thatEncyclopena, I think it is called, that I giv ye last Christmas. Having read that, ye may be able to understand
me betthcr.
I hay jilt reviewed the Panama Army It's a ionic
wan, so Niue ye can hardly see it, but 411 very nice young
fellows. I treated the army :tither the parade—they almost filled the saloon, an it cost me nearly four dollars,
American money, but I made mesill solid wid the army.
an' the people, an' I cud run for most anything down
here.
I started to run last night as there were a story round
town that the Colombians wore landin' troops about a
mile above the city. It turned out to be a 66berinati wid
a lot av tither lobsters. but no soldiers.
Spiking ay the army reminds me av the c.11] Irish
woman who met a soldier on the street an wisLiu' to be
polite to him says. Good morning, Army."

The Comnituder.iii•chief is the smartest lad I iver
met, a little hit smaller than '' sawed oil Maguire "av the
sthock yards, but he makes thin' troops stand round its
groat shape.
They hav a great miny revolutions here, an wan ay
thirst Is a very serious thing to ba y ' happen on ye property.
Sometimes people git. hurt in them revolutions.
In the last wan a great miny av the soldiers were out
all wan night chasing the immy, an' they caught ii—
.:inn they got homu thu nowt ite.rulog. v,re oC.111Q
even had to go to work the Mat morn' wid out chauging
their clothes.
An' thin whits they git to Hilt they fire off real powder,
F1.11' the halls au sailing round in 'very direction.
Spakiug av sailing reminds me that the navy were here
' yieterday but left this morn curly, under sealed orders,
I hear it wint outside fur deep sea fishing. There is a
prize offered to the wan catching the biggest fish.
'
The other boat broke away wan stormy night from the
• post it were tied to an' drifted out. It were never seen
egaru. but they picked up 3 pair as ours in the bay the
nixt day.
The climate here is not uncertain, as some may till ye.
' It's certata to kill ye if ye stay long emit!. 11 ye has'
any bad triads And think down here air' I will git thin,
jobs diggin' on the Canal. No wen but lingers kiu do it
:tit' Its.
There has been some little tea in regard to surcharging
or Panama stamps an' some bar' even gone so far as to
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say that tno PosttnasterGineral were speculating in Mint,
an' nlsn that he were surcharging thin vi order with
wonderful tariatioa ;iv surcharge,
I cud not Lirlave this at or honorable ail' warlike n
nation. so I called on the P. M. Giocral mesilf.
The P. ill [Omens] reacted isle very kindly whin I told
hint I were from Chicegy, an I had a foine call.
He showed me more things in Panama * than I fiver
drained a y . Said if I wad take the aginey for Chimp'
an' the West be wed kape nonupplied avid enuf new
sthyles to stock a department sthore.
By invitation no the p. M. 1 followed him into the
invt room an' there spread out on tallies mi . boxes were
IL greet mint' sheets iv stliamps win nice new surcharges
on thins drying. A pad nv red ink wax nearby an' it
seems that the cat had sthepped into the ink au walked
acrost !decrial av the sheets. " The Lord be praised."
Kars the I'. M..
there's a siusible eat for ye."
Tell the boys to 'look out for cat'a•iiap t
Nurcbrirqo on thim, they'll be very vainahhi whin they git
re the
There are no two alike, nu' the shades arc wander/US
The B. M. ninerni in honor no: me vimt. kindly let me
pit me thumb iii the ink an' surcharge ritcc.tl stwairs.
II, is a very nice trutu. the soul av honor an 1 helmet,
be wud rather die than do anything to impart. the credit
at the country.
I have been told by eye witnesses that the countr y has
no credit. but if it had a credit heIrucldeut harm a - hair
ift ri p herd.
1 had a long hcart•to-licart talk with an' can ::iv
ye the whole truth le the Inkster. All other versions are
made to order tai tint the politinal or ;1101.060k:0 Views
ne the paper which publishes it It remains Finn, for
ye to know the truth, the naked truth, wid out even
pjammers
Thk greet tiprining as a brave people was made for
thins • in 1 • itshington, by some noble hearted politicians.
n il wai l faille morning they were informed that they lied
3uvoluted in the night and the country were free, The
chief•a y .police inimejintoly hunted up the army, w ho
bad hie out all night to a dance at n nearby village, and
informed him, Ehim I shod nay. a y the revolution.
" But, WO haven't revoloted," says the army.
Yo hen," nays Litt chid-ay -Wive, ao'
run ye in
if ye kirk."

/ knew," say,: the commander-in-chief. " if the arm y
wh i t to that &Mir• snmet.hiar: villa happen. Where was
this tevulutimi made, au' who ordered it "
" You're all right, an' ro.k no questions, au' the T.: S.
will hack ye up.- Fay,: the ellief.n y -paliee. •• New sit
•
recur
army together. nil - Whin the ?lag is histed ye gi g
Three cheers for the view reptibl ic a y l'anallIff. an' three
Inc L'ree_ Ro t6 evilt and that fire
salute wid blank cartridges an' the navy will respond if it giLS back from the
naliing trip in PerfOrm. " lint I had ordered a revolution
' made iu Gem:my,'" save the coninianderdmehier. "
It may be On the way over tow
I'll side track it, if it gita here." SIV,E. the thief. the
US. eNprOSK hns the right av way, aa' they are going to
dig a canal hoe ye Loa. How's that. nw righter ? "

Are we in it ? says the commander,
.• We will be seen an' not beard when the paymaster
arrives," cis the chief, and to wer• the corner stoic
ur n new republic.
A. soon
the 7.; S beard a • it. which were wpulti tulle
prcticati. . thus vita in had slut LAIC Miry to hail the
glorious day ae freerion i , The rit is history, but ay
curve they lima to hay ,Lhatifils
firery people
istwdo tip itch SWILL& 1• qinek iittlyer nue navy but there,
there wore no Li me to gitut tie,' (1.0G1.14.
SOMething stunt he done at wanes
The discharging

me the guns announcing the new republic bad hardly
stliopped before Lim surcharging av the 'champs began,

It were perfectly hemeit ati.' legitimate. I mane the sue.
charging. As cattrne i1, thin hurry errors w i ll rush in.
Were it the P. .N.L'A Wit the cat walked over thina
W ild to brnl id tine whole P.0. I lopari meta dishonest on
account a • wail eat ? Shame on thins na and Nay it's a

pia up job.
Some may mike tummy out ;v.. it, Ivory wan is not as
hone st nn mein' ye, Finn
key ti t hi ng
I'lI bring yc seine surcharges no wail
ilsc ran Mt. Wel make a few honest
hors either I git
home; lint til thin net; ivory nom who hints at dinhunesty in Nneitut i.urcliargcs. The people were crying

for them. they wild her thin, an' IN• b kin! Finn they'll
git thin, as hurt as the nth bolds out,
I shall ht. Irene mion, On' I will 1131 come empty
handed Barn this !culler, Fur if any emu asks ye, don't

know nuything—that will be ai,y for ye

'tours,

1.1snooLEY.

Editor's Note: The above article is written in the style of Mr. Dooley,
fictionol Irish-American commentator created by the American humorist,
rinlay Peter Dunne. It first appeared in The Weekly Philatelic Era and was
reprinted in "The Postage Stamp", Volume 5, Number 8 on 20 November 1909. in
view of the difficulty of resetting Undooley's creative spelling of the
English language, / have used a photocopy of the article. Undooley's view of
Panama and Panamanians was unflattering, but this was part of Danne's style
(he mocked almost everyone and everything in America) and a reflection of the
prejudices of many Americans at the time.
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PHILATELIC EXHIBITING AND JUDGING, SOME RANDOM THOUGHTS .
by Jim Cross

A recent issue of Stamp Collector devoted to postal history had a
number of interesting articles, many of which touch upon exhibiting. This is
always a lively topic. If you have any doubts, attend any Judge's Critique at
a major show. Most stamp collections are ultimately broken down when sold.
Much mater i al which is organized as an exhibit is sold intact. The higher the
level of medal that an exhibit has received, the greater the chance that it
will be sold intact, purchased either by someone who wants an existing exhibit
as a base for further acquisitions or by another exhibitor of the same
subject. In the latter case It may be integrated into the new owner's exhibit
and surplus items from both properties may be sold. With the growth of
exhibiting better material tends to become part of an exhibit and disappear
from the market. There are exceptions to this rule. One important exhibit in
our specialty was Col Jim DeVoss's "Via Panama" exhibit which was broken up
when sold at auction. Due to the wide dispersal of his material, it is
unlikely that as complete an exhibit of this subject will again be assembled.
Many individuals who wish to exhibit be not have the financial resources
to purchase an intact exhibit, especially one in a popular subject containing

items in great demand which command a premium price. Others find the
challenge of assembling an award winning exhibit from scratch to be the most
rewarding part of exhibiting and choose to follow that course. The easiest
way to be successful in this course is to select a subject not previously
exhibited or studied. Even the scarce material relating to such a subject is
often reasonably priced. For most subjects worth exhibiting the amount of
better material is too limited to support more than a handful of exhibits at
the gold medal level_ For example, unless an existing exhibit is broken up,
it is unlikely that another gold medal level exhibit of Colombia classic
stamps or classic Antioquia can be assembled.
Years ago, at least at small club shows, judges awarded a gold medal to
the exhibit judged to be the best in the show, a silver medal to the next best
exhibit and a bronze medal to the third best exhibit. At larger shows entries
were divided into classes such as U.S., foreign. airmails, etc. and those
three medals were awarded in each class, with one of the gold medal exeibits
designated as the "best in the show." Shows have evolved and the present
system asks the panel of judges to determine the level of award each exhibit
merits. A five level system of awards is the most common, although there are
variations with more or less levels in use. In the most common system these
levels mean in layman's terms:
Bronze - "thanks for exhibiting, but your material has little merit."
Silver-bronze - "a good start, but needs more and/or better material."

Silver - "an average exhibit, keep working on it."
Vermeil - "better than average, but something is still lacking."
Gold - "an outstanding exhibit of this subject."
The average A.P.S. sanctioned show in the U.S. contains 200-250 frames
of competitive exhibits with from 25-40 individual exhibits in an open
competition. The challenge it presents to the judges is formidable. In one
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day they must review each exhibit, meet and compare notes. determine the medal
level of each exhibit and then select one gold medal level exhibit as the
"best in show." and the winners of a bevy of specialized awards. Just the
physical effort is exhausting. The exhibits are judged in the frames. Close
examination of material in the bottom two rows requires continuous bending
over. Each exhibit must be evaluated in 10-15 minutes. If questions arise,
they must be answered from the knowledge of members of the panel - by custom
the owner of the exhibit is rarely questioned. While it is now common
practice to furnish the judges a list of the exhibits and a one page summary
of each in advance, only the American Topical Association conducts a show at
which exhibits are limited to specific subjects. Here in San Diego a change
to this practice is being considered. Visitors to the 1992 COPAPHIL general
meeting will find the exhibits devoted exclusively to Latin America and all of
the Judges will be specialists in that area.
Most exhibitors and judges realize that the current system often
produces less than perfect results. An exhibit often receives a different
level of award at successive shows. There is a tendency to over-emphasize the
presentation of the material, rather than the contents of the exhibit, since
presentation is relatively easy to judge and requires little knowledge of the
subject being exhibited. Since Judges do not have time to read extensive
amounts of text in an exhibit, a standard has developed that text must be
minimal and inclusion of "too much" text causes the exhibit to receive a lower
level of award. This standard affects the second purpose of an exhibit, which
is to inform the public about a specialized area of philately and give them an
opportunity to see the material that exists. My personal criterion for good
presentation is that the material and text MET be informative enough so that
a novice can understand the exhibit and learn something from it, without
previous knowledge about the subject. To meet my criterion, many exhibits
need a considerable amount of text.
It is well known that only a small part of the public attending a stamp
show spends much time in the exhibits area. Of these only a small percentage
browse through all of the exhibits - most seek out those in their personal
area of interest. The highest degree of interest in exhibits is found when
there is a meeting of members of a specialty group such as COPAPHIL. At such
shows there may be from 10-20 exhibits (50-150 frames) of material in a
specialized subject area and from 30-100 individuals who are interested in the
area and spend time studying the exhibits. At such shows the panel of judges
usually includes at least some members who are specialists in the subject area
and exhibits of that area generally receive a more accurate evaluation than
that given at a non-specialized show. The show at our bienniel membership
meeting is the best opportunity for exhibitors of Colombian ano Panama
material to receive an accurate evalutation of their exhibit and For !T
t o see an important assemblage of such material.
Returning to the topic of judging, I believe there is a better way. The
evaluation of the level of an exhibit is a specialized task which can best be
accomplished by judges with specialized knowledge in an unhurried examination
of the material. If done properly, it is not a task that needs to be repeated
each time an exhibit is shown, except when the exhibitor believes the exhibit
has been improved to the point that it qualifies foe a higher level of award.
I suggest that prior to being accepted in an A.P.S. sanctioned competition, an
exhibit be submitted for certification of its award level by a panel of three
specialized Judges. in such a system exhibits would be certified at the
silver, vermeil and gold medal level. Those not certified at the silver medal
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level would not be eligible for entry in A.P.S. certified shows, but could be
exhibited at other club shows. Certification panels would be convened
periodically for each specialized area of exhibiting in different parts of the
country, primarily in conjunction with meetings of specialized philatelic
organizations. The exhibit pages would be reviewed at a table, riot in frames.
The exhibitor would not be limited by constraints of a specific number of
pages or frames, but could submit all of the exhibitable material up to a
maximum of lb° pages. In applying for certification, the exhibitor would be
invited to submit a brief paper stating the level of certification requested
and the reasons why the exhibit deserves certification at that level,
optionally accompanied by supporting references from the literature. The
panel would review the application and exhibit and have the opportunity to
question the exhibitor in person concerning the material. If the panel
certifies an exhibit at a lower level than requested, its written decision
would cite what the exhibit lacks to merit the requested level. If the
material in the exhibit merits the level, but its presentation is poor, a
provisional certification would be given requiring the exhibit to be remounted
prior to entry in a show.
Adoption of this suggestion would change the focus of exhibiting at a
show. Show organizers could invite exhibitors from a register of certified
exhibits, tailoring the exhibits around a show theme. The endless series of
show medals and awards could be eliminated and instead exhibitors could be
rewarded with a meaningful souvenir of their participation. A by-product of
the new system could be a requirement that a photocopy of each certified
exhibit be placed in the APRL. This would give all interested philatelists an
opportunity to review the exhibit at any time and provide Judges references
against which new exhibits could be judged.
A certificate form could be designed including the name of the exhibit
and exhibitor in bold face type suitable for use as the title page of the
exhibit. Forms of distinctive appearance would highlight the beginning of
individual exhibits in a show and enhance the overall appearance of the
exhibit area.
As you can see from my proposal, I do not favor the present system in
which the award level of an exhibit is decided anew at each show by judges who
often are unqualified to judge the subject matter of the exhibit. I agree
with our former member, Dr. Gene Scott, who has strongly expressed the opinion
that once an exhibit has received a medal at a given level, it should not be
downgraded when exhibited again with the same material. If the award is based
upon the quality of the material presented, this is illogical.
A subject suitable for competitive exhibiting in national and
international shows should have material which is scarce and some that is
unique. It need not be classic material and may not be expensive, if it is a
subject which hasn't attracted collector or exhibitor interest in the past.
It should be possible to obtain all levels of certification with the subject,
including the gold medal level, depending on the quality of the material and
breadth of coverage of the subject.
This suggestion is radical, but I believe it would lead to increased
enthusiasm for exhibiting. Certification of the level of an exhibit by one's
peers in a subject area would be more valuable than the awards currently given

and certification at the gold medal level could be the supreme moment in a
philatelist's career.
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THE MARKET REPORT

Two pieces of news in the market relate to sales which will have already
taken place by the time that you receive this publication. The first is the
resumption o f major international auctions in Spain. An auction by Soler and
Llach of Barcelona took place on 6 and 7 March 1990. Apparently the problem
with export certificates previously reported in this column has been resolved.
The auction Included 28 lots of Colombia and 6 lots of Panama. The latter
include two pre-stamp covers which are of interest, one from PARITA and the
second from Villa be Los Santos with an "H.C.D.L.S. FRANCA" marking. The
Colombian lot with the highest minimum bid was an official cover from Medellin
to Bogota from 1838 with the data of mailing certified by a postal official.
& H Stolow Inc. of New York has opened its Gold Medal Mail Sales,
which previously contained only material owned by the firm, to outside
consignors. The first sale in the new format was held on March 8, 1990. The
consigned material was listed in a special catalog and featured an unusually
large section on Colombia, 311 out of a total of 1149 lots in the consignment
portion of tne sale. The lots covered the whole range of Colombian material
including stamps, airmails, covers and Colombian states material including a
used copy of Bolivar #I. It will be interesting to compare the results of
that sale with those we obtain in our COPAPHIL mail bid sale.
There continues to be a strong market for the 1974-1978 unlisted issues
of Panama, especially among topical collectors. Mint copies of the souvenir
sheets are especially in demand, but so are many mint sets. The stamps are
not very common in Panama collection purchaoco. It seems that a large
proportion of these sets were sold to topical collectors at the time of issue.
Only the Michel catalog among worldwide catalogs has current listings for the
sets and the prices are considerably higher than those shown in the 1980
Minkus catalog, the last English language listing which is available. Large
quantities of the sets were cancelled-to-order, but it is possible to find
postally used copies of most of stamps. One of my former customers, a retired
official of the Canal Zone Civil Service Commission wrote me that the stamps
were used by his office on self-addressed stamped envelopes furnished to
Panamanians applying for positions in the Canal Zone to submit documents to
the commission.
The November mails brought a letter from dealer member, George McCarty,
of San Jose, Costa Rica accompanying his price list #12 of Panama material.
If you didn't receive a copy and are interested, drop George a line. Of
interest to this column is the first paragraph of George's list:
"During the last two years I have not been able to acquire a single
collection of Panama. I have been fortunate to find a few good small lots and
a number of very interesting Individual items."
This is a statement that I can echo. There seems to be a very limited
amount of Panama material coming on the market. Few of the small collection
lots available have many of the provisional issues or their minor varieties.
One of the truly scarce Colombia items seems to be used copies of the 10
Pesos stamp of the 1935 Barranquilla games issue. This is currently cataloged
by Scott at $400 versus a mint catalog price of $475, To the best of my
knowledge, I have never seen an auction listing for this stamp, although
listings for mint copies are occasionally seen.
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A PANAMA PATO-WORK REVISITED, A REVIEW
By Jim Cross

A PANAMA PATCHWORK REVISITED, The Maduros and Their Postcards, by Robert
J. Karrer Jr. and Bradley S. Wilda, Whale Deltiology, New Bedford MA, 1989.
226 pages. $27 postpaid from Robert J. Karrar Jr., Box 6094, Alexandria VA
22306. Limited edition of 300.
In spite of its unusual title ("A Panama Patchwork" is, I understand,
the title of a book about the Canal Zone), this is actually Volume I of a
planned 4 volume series on the postcards of Panama and the Canal Zone. The
first volume lists postcards prepared by various members of the Madero family
who had establishments in both Colon and Panama City. There are several
thousand listings divided into 52 groups. I count 108 illustrations, although
I may have overlooked some. Many of the groups were printed in numbered
series with the number appearing on the cards. In the se groups handbook
entries are in numerical order. In groups of unnumbered cards the captions on
the cards are listed alphabetically. The authors used actual captions from
the cards, even when they contain obvious misspellings.
The handbook is well-printed. It is spiral bound and also punched for a
3 hale notebook. The authors deliberately chose not to assign relative
scarcity or retail value to the listed postcards. One shortcoming is the lack
of an overall numbering scheme Ln identify groups of cards and individual
cards. Thus a card that could be referred to perhaps as Ma-30-15 must instead
be referred to as "Madura - British Manufacture: Picturesque Scene, Balboa,
Canal Zone.' The authors anticipate that additional Madero cards will
continue to be discovered. Input is acknowledged from 40 individuals,
including a number of COPAPHIL members. This is a very important first volume
and the book is certainly a must for any serious collector of Panama and Canal
Zone postcards.

SPACE FILLERS
The November 1989 issue of the Main Sheet contains my five page article
on the Panama issue of 1887-1888. This article was prepared chiefly because
there had never been an article on Panama in that publication. Also by
summarizing Dr. Helme's articles in the Collectors Club Philatelist and
including a bibliography, I hoped to make the information available to a wider
audience. One part of the article is a list of recommended changes to catalog
listings for this issue based upon Dr. Helme's findings. The same issue of
the Main Sheet contains a short article by COPAPHIL member Kenneth Rowe
summarizing his latest findings about the types of the Colombia 1904 Numeral
issue. The November issue of the ICC Journal contained a 6 page article on .
Admiral Vernon's attacks on Panama and Colombia in 1739 and the medals which
were struck in England to commemorate these events. Stamp Collector newspaper
published a four page article on the history of the Panama Canal written by K.
Stuart Wakefield. This article appeared in the 13 January and 20 January
issues.
Members will rejoice that my former computer printer has now been "put
to sleep". My new printer is a Star NX-1000 and it is a commentary on rapidly
changing computer technology that it cost considerably less than my former
printer, even though it has many more features.

-71-

MARCH 1990

COPACARTA

The 4th Quarter 1989 issue of "Official Seal Notes", the Journal of the
Official Seal Study Group, republished the material which has appeared in
COPACARTA on this subject. The Editor, John Weigle, is working on a
world-wide catalog of official seals. Anyone who has information on this
subject, especially official seals not listed in the Yvert catalog, is invited
to contact him at Box aS:15, Ventura CA 93006.
It is my policy to avoid discussion of recent political events in
Colombia and Panama in this journal. However, there is obviously some
interesting postal history being made and I am sure that our members would
appreciate hearing from anyone who can furnish information on the handling of
mail during the December fighting in Panama. I can report that early in
January I received a Christmas letter which was mailed in Panama on 13
December. It obviously had been delayed, but the cover bore no special
markings. Also I would like to hear of any special postal arrangements that
were made for the four nation summit conference in Cartagena?
I received only a limited number of contributions of articles for this
issue. Therefore, the index of Bogota Filatelico which had been planned for
two Installments is published completely herein. And to fill the space, I
wrote the opinion piece on exhibiting and judging. If you want to keep me off
the soapbox, you can do it by sending in more articles. Seriously, I think
that reform of exhibiting and judging practices is needed. COPAPHIL could
take the lead by certifying the exhibits of Colombia and Panama material. Let
your officers know how you feel about the matter.
Let me add my few words to those of Debby Friedman in encouraging as
many members as possible to attend our general meeting in Orlando, especially
the 23 members who live in the Southeastern U.S. This is also the best
opportunity for members in Colombia and Panama to attend one of our general
meetings. California is further from Orlando than either Bogota or Panama.

CLASSIFIED
AD RATES: Classified per line: one issue - $.50, four issues $1.50.
Business Cards: one issue - $1.50, four issues $5.00.
Award Winning Story
THE HISTORY CF THE PANAMA CANAL IN STAMPS
by
Raymond W. Ireson
Introduction
by
Julius Grigore, Jr.
Captain, USN, Retired
Founding Member,
Panama Historical Society
220 pages -- Xerographic Copy -- Colored Soft Covers
$23 postpaid US/Canada/Foreign
Grigore, 425 Harbor Drive, South
Venice, FL 34285
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New Members(thru 1 June)
Cincinnati OH 45226
USA
Davis, G. H.
682 Totten Way
Box 61134
Sunnyvale CA 94068
Flagg, Ken
USA
Jansen, E. V.
0601 CH Sneek
Peperstraat 3
Neth.
McArthur, Robert L Box 1151
Pocatello ID 133204
USA
6800 Mannheim 1
Muller, Robert
Friedrich Ebert Str. 35
Germany
O'Keeffe, Frank
Box 6213
Edison Alta T7E 117 Canada
Poll, E.
1050 KM Amsterdam
Weissenbruchstraat 1611
Neth.
Predl, Hans
Ahornhof 6
A1000 Wien
Austria
Alphons Diepenbrocklaan 4 2343 NA Oestgest
Van Oriel, A.
Neth.
Box 10 Voksenskngen
Zemer, David
Oslo 7
N-0708
Norway

Address Chances
178 Kress, Mickey
C57 Marks, Anthony E.
206 Nieser, Kenneth M.

182'o Grovedale
3883 Turtle Creek #2214
Box 33093

Jackson MI 49203
Dallas TX 75219
Houston TX 77273

LEA
LEA
132A

Mr. Davis specializes in registered mail and welcomes correspondence
from any members who share this interest. Mr. Flagg collects Colombia and
Panama; codes 04, 12, 51 and 53. Mr. McArthur collects Colombia and Panama;
codes 02-12, 14, 52, 54-62 and 64, and philatelic literature. Mr. Mailer
collects Colombia; codes 01-14, 16-17, 19-20 and 54 plus picture post cards.
Mr. O'Keeffe collect Colombia and pre-Independence Panama, codes 02-06, 10 and
54. Mr. Predl collects SCAOTA Ecuador. Mr. Zemer collects Panama, codes
51-68, as well as CArai Zone. He is doing research for an article on the
Panama Lindbergh stamps and would appreciate correspondence from anyone having
Information about the 13sue, including government correspondence and
contemporary accounts from the Star & Herald or other newspapers. Messrs.
Jansen, Poll and van Driel are collectors of Latin America and members of
L.A.C.A. Netherlands, who were recruited by member Paul Weda. These new
members bring the total active membership to 188, marking the seventh straight
year of growth for the study group.
Member Thomas P. Myers received a gold medal at LINPEX '90 in Lincoln NE
for his exhibit, "Introduction to Classic Peru." The exhibit also received
the Trans-Mississippi Philatelic Society award and the President's Trophy.
Farmer member, Dr. Gene Scott, received the Grand Award at FRESPEX '90 plus
the APS pre-1900 Medal of Excellence and APS Research Medal for his exhibit of
"The Stamps of Tolima." Dr. Scott also received a gold medal at INTERPEX '90
for "The Stamps of Antioquia." At the c.amc show member J.C. Boonshaft
received a vermeil award for "Colorable, the First SCADTA Issues."
Member Clyde Maxwell is farming a Nicaragua Study Group. Cues are $15
per year. Anyone Interested in joining may send a check for that amount to
Clyde Maxwell Trustee, Nicaragua Study Group, 2041 Business Center Dr., Suite
101, Irvine CA 92715. The group plans a quarterly journal and mail bid sales.
A recent letter From member Bill Welch bore the return address of the Peru
Study Group. I am told that Bill edits a newsletter for the group when his
duties as editor of the American Philatelist permit. The group is quite
informal, but if Peru is in your area of interest drop Bill a line. Finally,
a letter from member Seymour Menton announces the Septimo Congreso de la
Asociacion de Cclombianistas Norteamericaanos to be held in Ibagm= from 12-15
August 1991. Scunds like a "fun" group. For information write Dr. Menton,
Dept of Spanish & Portuguese, Univ of Calif., Irvine, Irvine CA 92717.
-74-
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JAIRO LONDOND TAMAYO RECEIVES PRESTIGIOUS PHILATELIC HnNoR
OOPAPHIL representative for South America, Jairo London Tamayo, has been
honored by being invited to sign the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists of the
British Philatelic Federation at its meeting in Cambridge in September 1990.
Jairo is the first Colombian to be selected for this honor. He received Large
Gold Awards at Philadelphia 76, Amsterdam 77 and London 1990 for his exhibits
of Colombian classic stamps and postal history. With E. Gebauer he
co-authored The First Fifty Years of Colombian Airmails." He is Honorary
President of the Philatelic Club of Bogota and was a founder of the Colombian
Philatelic Federation and its secretary for 12 years. He was a founder member
of FIAF - the Inter-american Philatelic Federation - and has been secretary
and twice president of that organization.

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK
I write this month of philately, friendships, sharing a hobby, Stamp
World '90 and Florex '90. This hobby of ours recognizes no borders. Each
international show brings people together from distant points and London was
no exception. COPAPHIL hirated a delightful evening organized through the
efforts of our European Representative, Eric Harris. At least 25 members and
guests attended, including Eric, Alan Anyon, Doug Bayless and Anthony
Wilkinson from England; Paul Weda from Holland; Hans Predl from Austria; Bill
Bartlett from Canada; and a U.S. contingent that included Gerard Marque, David
Leeds, Karl Anttila, Jim Helme, Bill Welch, Bob Dietz, Alex Rendon and M1 ,7hael
Barrie. I apologize if I missed someone. Fascinating exhibits were shown by
our English members and the evening made it possible for many of us to meet
for the first time.
Our upcoming convention at Florex '90 in Orlando November 2-4 promises
to have many more exhibits of Colombia and Panama than could be found in
London. In addition we will have at least two special programs on November 2
and 3, and an informal get-together. We will be staffing a table at the show.
Anyone willing to spend a few hours at the table should let me know as soon as
possible. If you are thinking of exhibiting, please write to me soon for a
prospectus as our 75 reserved frames will only be held for us until mid July.
Even if you are not exhibiting, I hope you will attend as this is an unusual
opportunity to meet others with common interests. A hotel reservation
envelope is included with this mailing. The September COPACARTA will have the
final program and details about the show, but it is not too early to be making
plans.
On sharing our hobby: my 9 year old son, Harrison, heard me talking
about what to write in this column and suggested that I write about his school
stamp club. This year I volunteered to run a club for fourth graders at
Harrison's school. I was pleasantly surprised that half of the class chose to
join. We have had fun together exploring everything from the U.S. Civil War
to sports and how the mails work. It is easy to become so serious and
specialized that we overlook the fun part of collecting. Watching t
children get excited about their new acquisitions and discoveries did wonders
for rediscovering the pleasures that got most of us started as collectors. It
is an experience that I highly recommend.
Debby Friedman
-75-
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LA BIBLIOTECA
by Robert D'Elia, COPAPN/L Librarian

This has been another active quarter for the library. Thanks to
several members, particularly Robert Mitchell, who in the process of
preparing a computerized bibliography of Colombian and Panamanian
philatelic literature, has found scores of articles, primarily from his
work at the library of the Collectors Club of New York. In a cooperative
effort, I am passing on to Bob the information on articles and
publications in the library's posccosion for incorportion in this bibliography
which in due time will also serve as a oumouter listing of all reference
material in the library.
Or. Neil Chernoff has also provided us with copies of the Kohl Handbook
catalog 1909, Serrane's "Vade Mecum du Specialiste Expert" (of which the
English translation is being published in serial form in the American
Philatelist), Scott 1897 catalog pages for Panama and Colombia, and
several other articles. Both David Leeds and George Mayer responded to my
request for copies of pages from F. Muller, "Catalogue des Aerograms,"
enabling me to fill a request for information from a member in Colombia.
This was most gratifying and is much appreciated.
The list of material presently in the library and received during the
quarter is too long to be listed completely in this column. We presently have
a full file cabinet of articles and periodicals. If you're looking for
something, let me knio,y and I'll do my best to fill your needs. A copy of
the library request form is being mailed with this issue of the Journal for
your convenience.

RA F5

riDNAGER'

5 REPORT

Response to the Eighth Maxi Bid Sale was somewhat disappointing. The
total of 168 lots sold was a new record, but the percentage of the total lots
sold was the lowest of any of our sales. The total sales of $5528.50 were
$164.50 less the the previous sale. Our new policy makes any unsold lots
available on a first -cone, first-served basis at the minimum bid shown in the
catalog.
I suggest you study the list of prices realized carefully. As a bidder,
it will give you a basis for future bidding, because the results of auctions
and mail bid sales are a barometer of the market. As a consignor, you can
find out; "What is hot, what is not!"
The deadline for consigning lots for the next sale will be 15 Augoet
1990. A smaller sale consisting of better items only (lots with a minimum bid
of $50 and up) is under consideration. This would be in addition to our
regular sale. Catalogs would be mailed with the September issue of COPACARTA
and the sale would close at our bienniel meeting at FLOREX. This extra sale
will materialize if enough material is received.
The highest realizations over the estimate in the last sale were $145
for lot 48, an 1876 cover from Medellin to Bogota with Scott 69 with minimum
bid of $75, and $460 for lot 511, 21 Panama stamps in complete sheets with a
1989 catalog value of $975 with a minimum bid of $175.
-76-
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NEWLY REPORTED COVER ADDS NEW INFORMATION ABOUT TI-E

"CURRU

DEL COMERCIO"

by Jim Cross
The cover pictured on the front page of this issue was lot 1037 in
Alevizos Mail Bid Sale #18 on 8 March 1990. The reverse of the cover is shown
below. It provides new information about the Correa del Comercic of Cucuta.
It is franked by six 2 centavos black on rose and two 4 centavos blue on
greenish blue stamps of the 1902-3 Bogota issue, Scott 266 and 284, cancelled
by the Type III handstamp of the C del C. There is a printed registration
label of the Correo del Comercio, black on white paper. A printed Maracaibo,
Venezuela registration label, red violet on white, is affixed to the front
partly covering three stamps. On the reverse there is a strike of the Type II
C del C handstamp, on which the date of mailing, Enero 16, 1904 has been
handwritten. A manuscript note, "Se suplica la devolution de la cublerta con
el recibir. El Encargado del Correo" (the return of the envelope with the
receipt is requested, the Postmaster). This is followed by the signature of
the postal official, which I believe reads Julio Angulose.
This is not the first registered cover reported from the Correa del
Comercio. The Rodriguez handbook, "Los Correos y Las Estampillas de Cucuta y
del Norte de Santander," contained a color photograph of one with similar
labels. However, the caption contained an obvious error. The cover shown was
franked with a 5 centavos stamp of the 1899 issue, Scott 163, but Rodriguez
attributed it to 1895. The single stamp on the front of the cover was
insufficient to pay the postage and registration fees, but Rodriguez made no
mention of additional stamps on the reverse. The newly recorded cover shows
that the same type of registration label was in use in 1904. The franking of
20 centavos apparently included both the postage and the registration fee,
collected in the silver currency in use in Cucuta in 1904.
The marking on the reverse proves that the Type II handstamp was still
available in 1944, although it has not been seen cancelling stamps an a cover
after May 1896. The postmaster's signature gives the first name that has been
associated with the Correa del Comercio; none were mentioned by Rodriguez.
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THE OVAL DATESTAMPS CF THE CORREO NACIONAL
By Jim Cross

Datestamps similar to the one illustrated,
Class IX of the handstamps of the Colombian post
office, were the first distributed for general use
after adoption of the 1886 constitution. The Class
VIII datestamps, inscribed "Admon Subna de Hacda" had
been used from 1876 until about 1883. When their use
was discontinued most smaller postal agencies used
undated handstamps (often those used prior to
1876) or manuscript markings.
The earliest reported use of an oval datestamp of this type is Jan 8,
1889 from the town of Choconta. The latest date of use reported thus far is
Aug 22, 1896 from Viota, a small town on the route between Bogota and
Girardot. However, Class X duplex datestamps were apparently distributed some
time in 1893, and most reported use of the Class IX datestamps is between 1889
and 1893. The handstamps are approximately 41mm. wide and 26mm. high. The
date is struck in a single line across the center, almost always in the form,
MM1 DO YYYY. The dimensions of the datestamps and their format are standard,
but several styles and sizes of type were used for the town names. The two
most common are block capital letters and Roman letters with first letter of
the town name capitalized. In addition, three town names are italicized, one
of two reported from Santa Marta has the town name in Roman capital letters
and the handstamp of Chinacota and Choconta have no apital letter. The
height of the type used for the town name varies from approximately 1.5mm. to
4mm. The length c.,F the town name, including the period at the end if present,
varies from 11 to 30mm. The handstamp from Pasto has small ornaments at
either end of the town name.
The handstamp was usually struck on the envelope and a separate killer,
often the block COLOMBIA shown on the masthead of COFACARTA, was used to
cancel the stamps. However, the marking is known on loose stamps. Due to its
size only part of the handstamp fits on a stamp and as a result some of the
entries in the table on the following page are incomplete.
Unlike the Class VIII handstamps which were used only in the smaller
towns, these handstamps were used by almost all postal agencies except t i )uee
in Panama. The only large town unreported is Barranquilla. Indeed larger
towns sometimes used several handstamps with the town name in different type
styles. Three have been recorded from Cali and two each from Bucaramanga,
Cartagena, Manizales, Medellin and Santa Marta.
The listing on the opposite page shows the markings of this class which
have been recorded thus far by the Colombian Postal Markings Study Circle.
It
shows the town name as it appears on the handstamp; the type face used for the
town name; the size of the town name in mm.; the colors in which strikes have
been recorded: N = black (negro), R = red, V = violet, A = blue (azul) and G
= green; a code to show the item on which it has been seen and the earliest
and latest dates seen. The abbreviations in the type of item column are: COV
= known on cover; PC = unknown on cover, but seen on a postal card; CUB =
unknown on cover or postal card, but seen as a receiving stamp on a cabierta;
PCE = datestamp seen only on piece. If the column is blank, it indicates that
the marking is only known on loose stamps.

COPACARTA
Town
Town Type Face & Size
Roman
2x21
Agrado
Almaguer
Roman
Altamira
3x22
Block
Bogota Dbl Oval Roman
2x22
Bucaramanga
Block
3m27
Bucaramanga
Ital
1.5x30
Buenaventura
3x
Block
Buga
Block 3.5x19
Cali
3x11
Block
4x
Cali
Roman
Cali
Block 2.5x18
Cartagena
Block
2x22
Cartagena
Roman 2.5x23
Cartago
Block 3.5x21
Low C
Chinacota
Low C 2.5x17
Choconta
Roman
3x21
Guacari
Roman 2.5x20
Guataque
Honda
Roman 1.5x/5
La Gloria
Roman 1.5x23
La Mesa
Block 3.5x20
Lorica
Roman 2.5x18
Magangue
Roman
Manizales
Block 3.5x
Manizales
Roman 2.5x
Marinilla
Ital
Medellin
Roman
2x25
Medellin
;Si r ck 2.5x
Mompos
P-stian
3x20
Neiva
Clock 3.5x14
Ocana
Block
Pamplona
Block
Pasta
Block w/orn.
Pereira
block
3x18
Popayan
Block
Puerto Nacional Block
Remolino
Block 3.5x24
Ricaurte(Cauca) Block
Rio Sucio
Block
3x
Salazar
Block
3x19
Salento
Block
3x21
San Gil
Block 3.5x20
Santa Marta
Ital
2.5x
Santa Marta
Ronan 2.5x23
Santa Rosa Roman Caps 1.5x23
Santander
Roman
Sincelejo
Roman
3x27
Suaita
Tulua
Roman
3x15
Tunja
Block 2.5x16
Velez
Roman
Villeta
Viota
Roman
Yaguara
Roman
3x

JUNE 1990

Color Snurce
V
CVR
CVR
CVR
N
CVR
V
CVR
N
V
CVR
V
CVR
N
CVR
N V
CVR
N
N

V
V
N
N
G

CVR
CUB
CUB
CVR

V
N

PC
RV

N
N

N
N

PC

Aug 10 1891
Mar 27 1889 - Aug ?? 1893
Mar 15 1891
Nov 23 1890 - Apr 13 1892
Apr 13 1894
Apr 13 1891
Dec 9 1889 - Dec 16 1889
Oct 31 189?
Oct 12 1890
Mar 15
- Jun 16 1890
Jan 10 11= - Nov 7 1894
Aug 17 1E09 - Jul 17 1892
Sep 10 1891 - Sep 30 1891
Dec 15 1893
Apr 17 1889 - ' 17 1890
Feb 19 1892
Feb 16 189?
Sep 19 1891 - Jun 20 1892
Jun 29
? (on 1886 stp)
Feb 26 1893

PC

Nov 5 1894

PCE
FRONT
PC

Mar 21 1892

CVR
CVR
PC
PC
PC

V
V
V
V
V

CVR
CVR
CVR
PC

V

CVR

V
V
V

PC

N R
N
A

R
N

V
V
N
N

V
V
N
N

Inclusive Dates
Jul 11 1891
May 19 1890
Jun 26 1895
Jul 27 1890 - Nov 13 1893
Apr 10 1891 - Jun ?? 1894
Feb 25 1892 - Feb 17 1693
Dec 22 1890 - ? ? 1891
Apr 12 1893 - Nov 4 1893
Mar 29 1889 - Feb 6 1894
Apr 15 1890 - Jul 1 1890
? ? 1892
Jul 29 1890 - Apr 22 1892
Jan 14 1892
Jul 28 1893
Dec 20 1889
Jan 8 1889 - Oct 15 1889
? 18 1890

CVR
PC

V

Aug 10 1891
Oct 26 1894
Jun 26 1890
Sep 30 1891
May 30 1891
?? 1809

Nov

8 1869

CVR

N

CVR

N

R

CUB
V

N
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Jul 20 le?? (on 1E66 stp)
Apr 22 1892
? 2B 1889
9 1890
Aug 22 1896
? (on 1892 etc))
??
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THE qATESTAMPS OF THE CORREO NACIONAL WITH FLOIAER
By Jim Cross

Datestamps similar to the one illustrated,
Class X of the handstamps of the Colombian post
office, were apparently distributed for general
use sometime during 1893. The earliest reported
use is from Medellin on 16 September 1893. The
handstamp is a duplex with a "flower" killer. It
continued to be used in most Colombian post
offices until early in the 20th century. The
latest use of this type of marking reported so far
15 10 August 1904 in Sineelejo.
The datestamps of this class are similar to those of class IX in that
the design of each has a similar pattern, but the individual handstamps differ
in the style of type used for the town name. These handstamps are duplexes,
but they seem to have been individually made as the distance between the
double circle containing the date and the flower killer varies. The double
circle has a diameter of 30mm. CORREOS NAC/CNALES is found at the top of the
datestamp. The date is usually struck in three lines in the center of the
datestamp in the form D q /M1'1IYYYY. The flower killer has a diameter ID+ 13mm.
and is most esurefionly found about 3nm. from the outside edge of the double
circle. The town name is usually found in capital letters in either block or
Roman style type. Less frequently the town name is in small letters with only
the first letter capitalized. Two different handstamps are known from Suga
and Buenaventura. Modified handstamps were placed in use in a number of towns
probably beginning in 1890. On these modified handstamps the town name is
followed by the name •f the Department in which it is locJted. Modified
handstamps have been reported so far from Buga, Cali, Guacari and Popayan in
the Department of Cauca, from Medellin in the Department of Antioquia and from
Mompos and Sinceleio in the Department of Bolivar. it is not known whether
the modified type of handstamp was used in the other departments.
The handstamp was usually struck so that the circular date stamp was on
the envelcpe and the flower killer was on the stamps. However, the marking is
known on loose stamps. Due to its size only part of the datestamp is usually
found on the stamp and as a result some of the entries in the table on the
following page are incomplete.
Like the Class IX handstamps, these
handstamps were used by almost all postal agencies except those in Panama.
The only large town unreported is Barranquilla.
The listing on the opposite page shows the markings of this class which
have been recorded thus far by the Colombian Postal Markings Study Circle. It
shows the town name as it appears on the handstamp; the type face used for the
town name; the colors in which strikes have been recorded; a code showing the
item on which it has been seen and the earliest and latest dates seen.
Abbreviations used are the same as those in the table on the preceding page.

Similar duplex handstamps were used by the sections of the central postal
administration in Bogota. Duplexes are known with SECCION INTERNACIONAL
(outer circle has teeth), CCRREOS NLES - BERVICIO INTERIOR - SECCICN 4a,

OCRREOS NLES - SERVICIO INTERIOR - SECCION 5a, SERVICIO INTERNACIONAL DE
COLOMBIA, and ADMON GRAL DE CORRECAS at the top of the circle and BJGOTA at the
bottom. On the international handstamps the town is shown as BOGOTA -

COLOMBIA.
-80-
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Town Name

Block
Bogota
Roman
Bucaramanga
Block sm ltrs
Buenaventura
Roman
Buenaventura
Block
Buga
Roman
Buga
Date-I line
Buga (Cauca)
Block
Roman
Cali
Roman
Call (Cauca)
Block
Caloto
Roman
Cartagena
Roman
Cerete
Cerrito
Block
Roman
Choconta
Block
Corozal
Block
El Espinal
Fusagasuga
Block
Roman
Garzon
Girardot(Cundinamarca)Block sm ltrs
Block
Guacari
Guacari (Cauca)
Block
Guataque
Block
Honda
Roman
Block
Ibague
Roman
La Ovlta
Magangue
Block
Manizales
Medellin
Block
Medellin (Antioquia) Block
Mompos
Block
Mompcs (Bolivar)
Roman
Roman
Nelva
Ocana
Block
Orocue
Roman
Roman
Palmira
Pasta
Block
Popayan
Block
Popayan (Cauca)
Block
Roman sm ltrs
Providencia
Rio Negro
Block
Block
Santa Marta
Santander
Block
Sincelejo
Block
Roman
Sincelejo (Bolivar)
Socorro
Roman
Block
Suaita
Toro
Roman
Roman
Tulua
Tumaco (Cauca)
Block
Tuquerres
Block
Victoria
Block
Villeta
Roman
Zambrano
Block
Zaragoza
Block

Dates of Use

Colors

Type Style

N
N
N
N

CVR
CVR
CVR
CVR

V
V
V
V
V
V
N
N

N
N
N
N
N
N
NA
N
V
N
NA
N
V
N
V
V
N
N
A

G
V
V
V

PC
CVR
CVR
PC
PC
PC
CUR
CVR
CVR
CVR
PC
CVR
CVR
CVR
CVR
CUB
CVR
CVR
CVR
PC
CVR
CUB
CVR
CVR
CVR
CVR
CVR
CVR
CVR

N
V
G
N
R
V
V
N
N
N
NA
N
A
N
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CVR
PC
CVR
CVR
CVR
CVR
CVR
CVR
CVR
CVR
CUB
CUB
CVR

Apr/13/1894 - Jun/13/1898
Dec/29/ 1894 - Feb/17/1899
Oct/22/1895 - Nov/28/1896
Jan/ 7/1898 - Mar/22/1901
Dec/ 2/1893
Jun/23/1897
Oct/ 4/1899 - Aug/25/1902
May/ 3/1895 - Jun/16/1898
May/ 6/1902 - Apr/27/1904
Jan/30/I897
Apr/25/1894 - Ju//17/1898
Apr/11/1894
Nov/19/1903
May/10/1890
May/21/1898
Apr/ 9/1898
Feb/28/1894
Nov/15/1896 - Aug/ 5/1899
Sep/26/1899
Aug/ 2/1894 - Jul/28/1898
May/11/1899
Jun/15/1897
Oct/15/1894 - Jan/14/1904
Jun/ 8/1894 - May/27/1898
Mar/ 4/1897
Oct/11/1896
Jan/14/1897 - Mar/14/1904
Sep/16/1893 - Jul'10/1897
Oct/24/1901 - Jan/28/1904
Jun/16/1894 - May/20/1897
May/16/1899
Nov/ 1/1693 - Jul/13/1897
Oct/21/1896 - Jul/21/1897
Jun/14/1898
May/20/1897 - Feb/10/1898
Jul/28/1896
Mar/21/1895
Feb/18/1897
Nov/20/1893
Jun/13/1898
May/23/1903
Feb/24/1902
Mar/18/1903
Sep/18/1897 - Jun/18/1902
Jan/20/1894
Mar/26/1897
Feb/15/1904 - Aug/18/1904
Mar/19/1898 - Mar/25/1898
Mar/14/1896
Aug/28/1695
Jun/ 9/1899 -May/25/1901
Aug/22/1903
Feb/11/1897 -Jan/ 4/1899
Jul 28 1897
May/ 7/1899
May/25/1895

CCPACARTA

JUNE 1990
POSTAL AGREEMENTS

BETkEEN THE COLOMBIAN NATIONAL GOk.,E1441B4T AND THE STATES
By Dr. Vytautas Stasiukynas

when the Colombian congress approved the federal constitutional reform
signed by President °spina on the 22d of May 1858, it organized the common
government of the states. The first article established that the states of
Antioguia, Bolivar, Boyaca, Cauca, Cundinamarca, Magdalena, Panama and
Santander would form a perpetual confederation forming a sovereign nation,
free and independent under the name of the Granadine Confederation the state
of Tolima was created in the year 1861).
These states, although constitutionally rot sovereign, in practice
actually were sovereign states, because they had their own governments and
laws according to the constitution, with the authority to create these laws in
different areas of government. There were matters common to the government of
the Confederation and to the states. Article 16 stated:
The government of the Confederation will have Jurisdiction, although
not exclusive jurisdiction in the following matters.
1. Encouraging public education;
2.

The postal service;

3. The right to concede exclusive privileges or assistance in the
opening, improvement and maintenance of routes of communication, both by land
and water."
It was the desire, and at the same time a necessity, for the executive
per to have a well organized postal service, which required large
expenditures. The confederated states had to add their efforts in this matter
and organize their own postal services. The Organic Law of 27 April 1859
stated that the central government would only maintain the principal routes
and would decentralize the service in all areas where it was not necessary to
the federal government. Each state was to organize it postal services
according to it abilities and needs.
Before the confederation, some provinces had already begun to organize
provincial postal services, although only in preliminary form. In Gaceta
Oficial #1207 of 27 March 1851 can be found the first of these arrangements in
Antioquia.
The undersigned, that is: Estanislao Barrientos, political chief
of this capital in charge of the government, using the authority given by
Ordinance 30 of last October 19th and Juan Antonio Ortega, the administrator
of the (national) postal services in this province, especially directed by the
Chief Executive by letter of last January 22d, have completed an agreement to
Improve the arrangements of the national and provincial postal services with
the following articles:
Art. 1. Packets of correspondence and parcels that circulate in
the national mails addressed to the capitals of cantons which have no national
post office, only provincial post offices, will be delivered to the
administrator of the provincial postal services in this capital.
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Art. 2. The administrator of provincial postal services will take
from the national postal administration the packets and parcels mentioned in

the previous article for delivery by the provincial postal service, giving a
receipt to the national postal administration.
Art. 3. The administrator of the provincial postal services in
this capital will place in the national postal administration the packets of
correspondence and parcels received from the capitals of the cantons to be
delivered by the national postal service.
Art. 4. The administrator of the national postal service will
dispatch these parcels and correspondence and will give a receipt to the
administrator of the provincial postal service therefore.
Art. 5. Official correspondence and parcels of money and
merchandise, both of the national and municipal governments, will circulate
freely in the national and provincial postal services without payment of any
postal charges.
Art. 6. In no case will correspondence or parcels pay more than
one postal charge, either national or provincial, and the correspondence and
parcels that have paid one of these charges, will travel freely and without
obstacles in the national and provincial mails.
Art. 7. All private citizens will have the right to send their
letters in the national and provinicial mails either prepaid or collect; in
the former case the postage will be paid at the national or provinicial post
office where it is mailed, and in the latter case, that is when the
correspondence is sent collect, the postage will be paid at the national or
provinicial post office in which the letter is received by the addressee.
Art. 8. The postage that is collected For the correspondence or
parcels in the national and provinicial postal administrations, will belong to
the treasury of the nation, or of the province, according to which office
rece ives the money.
Art. 9. This agreement will not take effect unless it is approved
by the Chief Executive to wham it will be submitted for review.
Medellin 13 Feb 1851. Estalislao Barrientos. - Juan A. Ortega.
Bogota 22 Mar 1851. The preceeding agreement is approved. The
President of the Republic, Jose Hilario Lopez. - The Secretary of the
Treasury, Marcel narillo Toro."
Nonetheless, the first attempts at joint postal service, left much to be
desired, both in matters of security and in the delays incurred. This
concerned the national government which soon proposed a better orgnization.
Good communications and especially a good postal service were considered
urgent. This was understood by the national government and to accomplish this
goal on various occasions it urged on the state governments, sending circulars
to the Administrators of Hacienda asking that they organize their own postal
services and conclude contracts with the national government. As late as 1878
the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs sent a circular to the chief
Administrators of Hacienda Nacional of Socorro, Tunja, Medellin, Neiva,
Cartagena, Santamarta, Panama and Bogota, authorizing them to conclude
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contracts between the national government and the states. The circular read:
It is convenient for better public service to establish postal
agreements between the national government and that of the states, I authorize
you by this document to negotiate an agreement with the state and to s i gn a
contract for the purpose of unifying the transport of the mails and to combine
the postal services, which contract should be sent to me at the earliest
opportunity for submission to the Chief Executive.
With this goal I have sent the letter attached to the government
of this state, through the Secretariat.
This office Is confident that if you are able to negotiate the
agreement of which I write, you will do it upon the basis that you consider
most favorable for both governrents and in the public interest. You should
insure that in the agreement which is reached, the state government agrees to
insert in its official publications, the laws and decrees concerning the
postal and telegraph service.
I am your obedient servant,
R. Mercado"
Various documents including the second contract between the national
government and the sovereign state of Tolima were published in Volume III,
Number 3, of CCPACARTA in February 1966. My idea in these notes has been to
add to the study of Dr. Raul Jimenez Arangc and to explain the causes and the
reasons why the sovereign states needed to concern themselves with their
pustaI services and assist the national government in thi area.
Editor's Note: It seem likely that the 1678 effort of the Director of Posts
and Telegraphs documented in this article was one of the reasons for the
establishment of tne pastel service of the State of Panama in that year.
documents are Oifficult to translate because of their very formal
language. I have triad to convey their meaning in common English usage. The
effort of the Colombia,. government to get the states to assume responsibility
for their own local oe7ts did not meet with enthusiasm on the part of the
states which had to assume the costs of subsidizing a money-losing, but
essential government service. As documented above it began in 1650.
The
state of Santander did not initiate its postal service until 1884 and service
in the state of Magdelena may date from even later.

FIL-PANAM
Box 2245
El Cajon, CA. 92021

POSTAGE STAMPS
OF LATIN AMERICA
Jim & Luz Cross
619/-561-4959
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ORLANDO FLORIDA, HOST CITY FOR °JR 1990 coNvag inN

Pr i or to the 1960's Orlando was a small town nestled among the orange
groves of northern Florida. Two events were to change it into one of the
fastest growing metropolitan areas in the world. The first of these was the
entry of the United States into the space age. The Kennedy Space Center at
nearby Cape Canaveral brought development to the small coastal towns. The
space center offers tours in which visitors can see the space shuttle, the
launching towers and the astronaut training facilities. Depending upon the
timing, one may even see a shuttle being moved from its hangar to the
launching pad or on the launching pad being readied for the next flight.
The second event occurred when Walt Disney, noting the large tracts of
relatively inexpensive farm land that were available, decided to create his
second theme park in the area. Unlike Anaheim, California where Disneyland
is crowded into an area of about a square mile, the Orlando area offered ample
space for Disney World and its associated hotel complex with plenty of room
for futre development. The sucLmbs of Disney World led to the construction of
of SPOOT Center, which combines entertainment with an educational look into
the technology of the future.
This year the Universal Studios theme park has opened to provide still
another major attraction. With these parks and the older, but still
attractive, Cypress Gardens located nearby, Orlando can certainly lay claim to
being one of the world's leading vacation areas.
Members planning to attend the convention should plan to spend a few
additional days in the area to allow time to sample these outstanding
attractions.

STAMPW3RLD '90 AWARD WINNERS
The following Colombia and Panama exhibits were shown at STAMPWORLD:
Jairo London° Tamayo.

"Colombia 1859-66."

PIP CHAMPIONSHIP CLASS

Brigitte Kaplan.

"Colombia Airmail."

Large Gold.

James B. Helme.

"Panama 1887-1888 Issues."

Gold.

Alex Rendon.

"Colombia

lase-leao.-

Large Vermeil.

The following COPAPHIL members exhibited other countries:
Kaarlo Anttila.

"Ecuador, 1st & 2d Issues." Large Gold.

Henry Madden.

"Guatemala, the Stampless Years." Large Vermeil

Michael D. Dixon

"GE II Wilding Definitives 1952-67." Silver-bronze
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COLOMBIA RAILROAD MARKINGS

Little has been written about Colombia railroad markings. The
illustrations below show markings from two different early railroads. The
Ferrocarril de la Sabana connected Bogota with Faoatativa. The cover shows
the special railroad postal stationery envelope used locally in 1892.
.
J

The Ferrocarril del Pacifico connected the Pacific part of Buenaventura
with towns in the Cauca valley. Shown is a piece of postal stationery of the
railroad used from the Buga Botega station. The year of use cannot be
deciphered. The form is addressed to a company in Tumaco, not a station on
the railroad.

FERRCC

SERIE A.
VALOR $ 0,05
45715
COMPROBANTE DE EMBARQUE N9
Heimann Kaiser & C fa.

•

ESTACION DE

Tumaco

(Photo courtesy of D. Friedman)
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PANeeP 18e7-I8e8 ISSLF: ADDITIONS AN q REVISIONS
OY James B. v.elme M.D.
A review by Jim Cross

This extensive article by Or. Helene is being published as a result of
new findings by the author and by COPAPHIL member, Federico Brid, who joined
him as co-researcher in 1996 and as a result of information submitted to Dr.
Helene by those who read his earlier articles. The first installment appeared
in the Collectors Club Philatelist for January-February 1990, pages 47-60.
The second installment was in the March-April 1990 issue, pages 135-157. A
final installment will appear in the July-Pugust 1990 issue.
The author keys the new and revised information presented to the
appropriate portions of his two earlier works. The reader will find it such
easier to understand this article if the other articles are available for
reference while reading the Flew work. The core of Cr. Helme's research was
his use of available reports of audits for the Colon and Panama postal
agencies to calculate probable dates and quantities of stamps delivered. The
new findings have made it necessary to revise some of these calculations.
Because of its importance to understanding Panama postal history. this
article like its two predecessors is a must for the library of any serious
Panamanian philatelist. Perhaps the best way to demonstrate this is to list
some of the findings reported in the article:
-

On September 22, 1890, Colon had a second major fire, the first in 1985

dt, t • dyd the Poet office and such of the city. Stamm destro y ed in the
second fire are included in the audit report for September
Post office.

11990

for the Eplon

- The Panama 1870 issue did not have a short life as reported in Or. Helme's
first article, but was used through the early months of 1886.
- The inference that the Colon post office received its stamps from
Barranquilla and not from Panama prior to October lees was found to have been
based upon incorrect information. A resolution of 30 September 1893,
published in q iario Oficial 5E53, specified that the postal agents of Colon
and Panama must present their accounts to the national administration of
Hacienda of the State of Panama.
- The assumption that the postal agencies at Panama and Colon supplied the
smaller post offices has been found to have been incorrect. Accountability
for the supply of stamps rested with the national administration of Hacienda
in Panama. Distribution of stamps to the smaller post offices was made by
branches of that office in other towns in the Department. Since the audit
reports found thus far do not include stamps delivered to the smaller post
offices or sold directly by the administration of Hacienda, the calculated
delivery quantities do not necessarily include all stamps printed.
- The unissued Correos de Panama stamps of 1886 have now been proven to have
been printed at the behest of Gustav Michelson. The article quotes from a
four page letter in the Panama archives dated 24 March 1897 which clearly
states that Michelson had the plates for the issue prepared at his expense and
would donate them to the government in return for the remainders of the stamps
and the lithographic stones and dies of the 1079 issue. Samples of the stamps
accompanied the letter, which also stated that 5000 additional stamps of each
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of the seven values of the unissued set were being shipped to Panama.

- The first day of use of the 10 centavos at Colon was probably 1 November
1887.
- 5000 copies of the 2 centavos stamp were returned to the Administration of
Hacienda from Colon in June 1890.
- A European prepared counterfeit of the 50 centavos on wove paper, Scott 13,
is described. It can be detected from extensions of the top Inner frame line
at its right end and of the right inner frame line at the bottom. The genuine
stamp has the left inner frame line extended at the top. This defect does not
appear on the counterfeit. The genuine stamp and the counterfeit are
illustrated below.
- The date of issue of the 2 centavos and 20 centavos stamps was June 1888,
rather than September 1888 as previously reported and the date of issue of the
50 centavos on wove paper was probably July 1888. A new earliest date of use
of the 50 centavos on pelure paper in Panama is 20 April 1891.
- A second lithographic stone for original 20 centavos stamps is identified
as is a third shade of paper used for this stamp. The two known 20 centavos
covers (both registered) from Colon are illustrated.

wma.

Counterfeit 513t
.Kme.
2. Extension down
to bonier
3. Extension out to
border
5. Ends in downstroke with two
dots to the right

Genuine 50c

1. Extension UP to
border

4 Desh-like extension to the right
is separated from
the downstroke

THE MARKET REPORT_

The three Panama stamp less covers in the Soler & Llaoh sale of 6-7 March
reported in this column in the previous issue sold at from 200-250% of the
minimum bids. Lot 1768 with a black PARITA handstamp brought $623, lot 1769
with a straight line PENCICIr-E brought $580 and lot 1770 with the Villa de Los
Santos marking, H.C.D.L.S./FRANCA, brought $666. Lot prices include the 157.
buyer's commission and are converted from pesetas at 107 pesetas $1.
-88-
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The 5 April 1990 mall auction of the Galeria Filatelica de Barcelona
included 58 Colombia and 7 Panama lots. Perhaps the most unusual item was lot
3228. This lot was misidentified as being from Antioquia. Actually it was a
cover with a bisect of Bolivar 19 cancelled with an ms. Chinu, addressed to
Barranquilla. Upon arrival in Cartagena the cover apparently entered the
national mails where It received an oval Cartagena datestamp and an oval
TRANSIT° marking. The cover's weight of 24 grams was marked on the front in
crayon. Since only 5 centavos departmental postage had been paid the cover
was handstamped "T" and upon arrival in Barranquilla a national 5 centavos
stamp of the 1886 issue was added as payment of the 5 centavos postage due.
The second reported cover franked with stamps of the 1904 Santander
issue was sold as lot 1434 of the 58th Estudio 20 Auction in Buenas Aires on
10 April 1990. The cover has a pair of the 50 centavos yellow, Scott 26, and
a pair of the 5 pesos blue, Scott 28. The stamps are tied by an oval
Bucaramanga handstamp struck in blue. The letter is addressed to Don Juan
Cogotes, Socorro. The 11 pesos postage indicates this is probably an
"Inflation cover." It is the only cover reported thus far franked with Scott
26. In addition to its importance to Colombia collectors, It may be the
scarcest postal history item for a railraod topical collection. Yet it sold
for only $165 including commission. The illustration in the auction catalog
is too faint to reproduce.
The May 1990 Kohler auction contained a number of scarce and unusual
postal history items as follows:
Lot 6242 is an 1863 cover franked with the 1863 10 centavos blue cancelled
with a Bogota oval. There was a red Colon oval handstamp on the front and the
British Colon CDS on the reverse. Starting bid - CO 12,500.
Lot 6244 is the third reported cover showing use of Colombian sobreporte
stamps to pay for purchase of foreign postage on pre-UFIJ mail. It was franked
with a 10 centavos stamp of 1866 and the 25 centavos sobreporte stamp of 1865
(Scott J11. Italian postage added was Michel 36 and 37. Additional postage
due was collected in Italy and Michel D11 was added. Starting bid - DM 9500.
Lot 6246 is a cover with a strip of 3 of the 1876 one peso and a redrawn 10
pesos on rose. Starting bid - CM 3250.
Lot 6248 is a cover with a bisect of the 1881 10 centavos and a bisect of the
1883 20 centavos cancelled by an oval Panama handstamp and sent to NY.
Starting bid - 9500 DM.
Lot 6250 is a cover with the 1883 2 centavos plus a bisect of the 10 centavos
cancelled with an oval Panama handstamp and sent to NY. Starting bid OM 4250.
Lot 6247 is a registered cover from Medellin to Barranquilla franked with the
10 centavos of 1876, the 5 centavos of 1883 and the 1883 registration stamp.
The starting bid for this lot, DM 6000, seems excessive and it will be
interesting to see if it is sold.
Lot 6255 is a mint copy of Colombia Scott C8 without gum, with a starting bid
of DM 9500 (almost twice the 1990 Scott catalog price).
Prices realized for these Lots will be reported in the next issue.
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A March 1990 flyer from member Alvaro Barriga announced the availability
of the 18th edition of his Colombian catalog which like the previous edition
has illustrations in color. A review of the sample page received with the
aovert/sement indicates that at least on that page the catalog prices in
Colombia have not kept up with the depreciation of the Colombian peso in terms
of the dollar. Mint prices quoted are from 25-30% below the 1990 Scott prices
and used prices start at 5 pesos, which is only slightly more than S.01.
The February 1990 issue of the Main Sheet contained a -Five page article
an pre-stamp parcel post rates of Ecuador written by our librarian, Bob
q 'Elia. The members page contained an inquiry about a Colombian local which I
am reproducing. Anyone having information may send it to me or to Brian
Moorhbuse, editor of the Main Sheet.
Our member, L.N.-Williams, asks if any member can help with information an the
following stamp. An illustration is alongside but as it is heavily cancelled it
is doubtful if it will reproduce toe well. It is inscribed as follows:
Campania Colombo
Venezuelana de transporter
( e nvelo p e)
CORREO RAPIDOS
COLVEN
Cucuta
4 centavos 4
It is printed in red on pelure paper and the cancel is
dated '--30 1929'.
Thanks to Dr. Vytautas Stasiukynas for his article on the beginnings of
the provincial posts in Colombia which I have translated in this issue. Any
of our Spanish-speaking members may submit articles written in that language
wh i ch I will translate or have translated. In a letter Dr. Stasiukynas also
confirmed the existence of mint blocks of 6 and 9 of the 20 centavos stamp of
the 1890 issue of Colombia which 1 wrote about in the previous issue. Member
Juan Munoz sent photocopies of two mint blocks of 30 13x101 of the 2 centavos
stamp of the same issue, one on each shade of paper on which the issue is
found. He also confirmed existence of mint blocks of 4 of all of the other
values of the ISSUE!, including the three different colors of paper on which
the 5 centavos stamp is found.
New member Ken Flagg submitted a photocopy of a Colombian postcard sent
to Paramaraibo, Dutch Guiana with a previously unreported handstamp of the
Canal de Panama type from TAVERWILLA with a date of 12FEVRE19 struck on the
front. After studying this card and the two letters illustrated in the
Tatelman handbook on the stamps of the Canal Zone, I am of the opinion that
the handstamps of the "Canal de Panama" are private company handstamps and not
postal markings. While the handetamp is the only marking on two po.,7-al cards,
J with a
that is not unusual as the stamps on postal cards are not always
cancelation. The use of private datestamps was fairly balmon on la • 19th
century covers and postal cards from Colombia. No evidence has been advanced
to show that the French canal company operated post offices in Panama.
I have long suspected that extensive quantities of stamps of the 1902-3
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Bogota and Barranquilla Issues and same of the departmental issues of that
period were cancelled to order with a Cartagena circular date stamp with dates
of the 13th of various months of 1903. My suspicions were initially aroused
by the unusually large number of stamps seen cancelled with these dates. This
has now been confirmed b y a purchase of a complete sneet of the 5 centavos
Retardo stamp of 1902 handstamped with a date of ABR 13 1903.
The articles on Colombian postal markings include data from members of
the Colombian postal markings study circles and their assistance is
acknowledged, especially Anthony Wilkinson who has reported not only items in
his collection, but those seen in the stocks of English dealers. The drawings
accompanying these two articles were prepared by Lawson Entwistle.
I have
prepared a notebook showing when and by whom the markings were reported and
containing photocopies of the earliest and latest uses on cover, if available.
All members are urged to assist the study group by reporting any of these
markings in their possession when sending in their annual dues. This is also
an opportunity to send in information for other projects, if you have not
already done so. Brigitte Kaplan is compiling data on all uses of the
1959-1866 issues on cover, James Negus is compiling similar data on covers
with state/department stamps, Cauca local stamps and "no hay estampillas"
labels. Robert Mitchell is compiling a bibliography of Colombian philately.
The catalog of the Stanley Gibbons sale of 17 May 1989 contains an
interesting item. Lot 395 was a February 1907 registered cover from the
Oarreo del Ccmercio de Cucuta. This is the latest reported cover of that
service and its registration label seems to be the one illustrated on the
front cover. The franking was listed as two 5 centavos stamps of the 190e
(sic) issue. Is this an error or were these stamps issued in 1907 ?

CLASS/F/ED

AD RATES: Classified per line: one iSSue - $.50, four issues $1.50.
Reeiness Cards: one issue - $1.50, four issues $5.00.
Award Winning Story
THE HISTORY OF THE PANAMA CANAL IN STAMPS
by
Raymond W. Ireson
Introduction
by
Julius Grigore, Jr.
Captain, USN, Retired
Founding Member,
Panama Historical Society
220 pages cc Xerographic Copy -- Colored Soft Covers
$23 postpaid US/Canada/Foreign
Grigore, 425 Harbor Drive, South
Venice, FL 34285

(VIII-1)

WANTED: SCADTA mach o/p consulars: 'EU' 20c 'R' mint & used; 'P' 20c 'R' mint;

'S' 20c small 'R' G. Marque 7004 Dream's Way Ct. Alexandria VA 22310 (VIII-4)
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