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COPAPHIL NEWS
NEW MEMBERS (thru 1 September)
357
TRAXLER, Alexander I . _ 5611 Roserock Lane
CHANGES OF ADDRESS
C31
FROME, Howard .
241
MARTIN, A Lee Jr. .
345
MILLER, Adam
.
248
LOPEZ, Jairo
330
TOPPER. Jonathan

Spring TX 77379

USA

54 Punsitview Dr
.. Chatham NY 12037 ..... USA
USA
800 Shades Creek Pkwy Suite 325 • . Birmingham AL 35209
New Zealand
Wellington
18 Oran St, Ngaio
USA
APO AA 34038
US Embassy Unit 5116
Houston TX 77095
USA
8254 Highway 6 North Suite 237

The editor's eight page article on "The Thousand
Days" Colombia's Unknown War was printed in the
August 1998 issue of the American Philatelist. The
article with twenty illustrations, most in color, was
written to give an overview of the war for the general
reader. A sequel covering the historical events of 1903
and the 1904 gold currency and "inflation covers" is
tentatively scheduled for the February 1999 American
Philatelist which will be devoted to the philately of
Americas.
The second issue of COLUMPHIL, published by
member Dieter Bortfeldt has been received. Major
articles in the 45 page issue include a 14 page article
by Carlos Valenzuela on SCADTA postage rates 19201940, a two page article in English by Alan D Anyon
on the Postmaster's Provisional Issues of GarzOn, a
study by Felipe Toro of the I centavo stamp of the
1865 issue, 14 pages devoted to two articles on
Gustavo Michelson and a posthumous article by
Vytaulas Stasiukynas concerning some of the covers of
the classic issues of 1859-1864. Several articles will
be reviewed in more detail in the next issue .

The following members have contributed at least
$5.00 by 1 September 1998 and arc recognized as
contributing members for the year 1998-1999:
355 Backo, John A.
151 Kiener, Juan
318 Lamastus, Patrick
150 Bern, Miriam
238 Langlais, Eugene
C12 Bodoff, Jerrold I.
177 Lowrie, Walter
267 Bork, Norbert
284 Manco, Rene
C 14 Md, Federico
C18 Chedid, Antonio
C57 Marks. Anthony
C19 Crain, Larry
C58 Marque, Gerard
C60 Mitchell, Robert L Jr
295 Crain, Warren 11
291 Decker, Richard G 263 Oschmann. C-D
C88 D'Elia, Robert A
C64 Pascual B., Vicente
C24 Edison, Tom
091 Preciado. Manuel C
287 Faistauer, Thomas 353 Schaffer .Scott E
240 Simson, M. D.
181 Foster, Arthur R
244 Frohlich, Alfredo 337 Sucre M., Fernando
C33 Goodrich, Glenn E 351 Tierney, Gerald W.
347 Grace, R.R.
C78 Tindall, Herbert L
125 Jimenez, Raul
C80 Vadeboneouer, James
334 Zambrano M., Juan
335 Johnson, Everett
324 Johnson, James C Jr.
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
by Jim Cross
Beginning with this issue. my column. formerly
known as Space Fillers. will run in this space giving
readers a chance to see my comments before reading
the articles in the issue.
The Shreves sale of the llelme Panama collection
is now history. A report on the sale and my comments
can he found in the Market Report column. For those
who did not bid and did not receive the prices realized
from the sale, I have reproduced the part relating to the
Helme lots and ant enclosing it with this issue. Most
members that i have exchanged comments with, like
myself. got fewer lots than they hoped for. A
substantial portion of the collection was purchased by
individuals who were not members of COPAP[111.
I am also enclosing a list of the E-mail addresses
of members who have furnished them. A third
enclosure is the catalog of Mail Bid sale 18 which will
close on 15 November following our meeting at
CHICAGOPEX 98. By accident an illustration in the
previous issue came loose from the page on which it
was pasted and obscured pan of the text. This error
was not detected until after the issue had been printed.
stapled and mailed. A fourth enclosure is a corrected
page which members can insert in their copy of the
June issue.
Plans for our Chicago meeting are well advanced.
I am pleased to announce that a number of our
members from Colombia are exhibiting and there will
be several exhibits that have nor been shown
previously in the United States. Details are included in
an article on the show in this issue.
Shreves furnished COPAPHIL photocopies of the
Helme registered collection as promised. There are
photocopies of all of the registered covers thru 1905.
including those which were offered as separate lots in
the sale. There are 316 pages with 330 covers. Dr.
Helme's write-ups on most pages are extensive. I have
annotated some pages which Dr. Helme had not
updated; for example when an exhibit page stated a
cover was the earliest recorded. but there is a later
acquisition with an earlier date. Interested members
may obtain a spiral bound copy photocopied on both
sides of the page. These will be available, one to a
member, for the special price of $30.00 in the U.S and
Canada and $37.50 in other countries. The price
includes airmail postage. Orders, with a check or

money order payable to COPAPHIL enclosed. muss he
received by 15 October 1998 after which date the
booklets will be printed and mailed.
In the September 1997 issue I published a
preliminary analysis of the pre-independence portion
of the I lehne registered collection. My article in this
issue updates that analysis and provides a similar
analysis of the post-independence portion of the
collection. It is accompanied by photocopies of a
number of scarce covers from the collection which
were not illustrated in the Shreves catalog.
Member Patrick Lamastus has set up an Internet
page devoted to Panama philately. Ile has offered to
set up a page for COPAPHIL and has located a site
which will make space available to us at no charge.
Patrick has used his scanner ro load images of a
number of Panama errors and varieties to his home
page. Visit hint at Ittipwww.geocities.com/paris/3248
With all the attention to Panama I have not

forgotten Colombia. in 1915 A. Hatfield Jr. and
Bertram Poole wrote what is still the definitive

description of the Boliver Seebeck issues. The article
was published in twelve installments in the Philatelic
Gazette between March 1915 and May 1916 In this
issue I begin a reprint of the article which will run
serially throubthout the year. As the authors mention.

the characteristics that permit plating the types of these
stamps are often quite faint. Do not be surprised if you

are unable to identify the types on stamps in your
collections. Where possible I have used photos of
stamps for illustrations rather than photocopies from

the original publications in an effort to give clearer
illustrations.
The color page in this issue illustrates cancels found
on these Bolivar Seebeck issues. The first two rows
show some of the scarcer manuscript cancels on
stamps of various Seebeck issues. The third row shows
examples of the much scarcer handstamps. Covers with
bisects of various stamps of this issue are known and
perhaps as many as fifty exist, but covers with
complete stamps are much scarcer. Pictured is a cover
with the 1891 10 centavos stamp showing a Cartagena
circular date cancel.
Alan Anyon's Cinderella column in this issue
addresses the bogus 1921 Retard() handstamps found
on stamps of the Perkins. Bacon issue.
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SALES MANAGER'S REPORT
A reminder for consignors. The consignor is
responsible for setting the minimum for which a lot
may he sold. This should not he the same as its catalog
value or a price from a dealers price list. Remember
that if you, as a collector. sell the lot to a dealer you
will receive only a fraction of that price. You should he
willing to sell it to your fellow C'OPAPHIL members
for what a dealer would pay. Our experience has
shown that when a scarce item which is in demand is
offered. members will bid considerably more than the
minimum bid. The Sales Manager is willing to assist in
determining reasonable minimums. but the final
decision must be made by the consignor.
Do not expect items which are damaged or mini
items without gum to sell for the same price as items in
good condition. Ask yourself: "What would I he
willing to pay for the item?" and set the minimum bid
accordingly.

The catalog for Mail Bid Sale 18 is being mailed
with this issue. It features nine complete mint sets of
Colombia SCADTA consular machine overprints and
a selection of covers showing forwarding agent
markings. There are also a number of early picture post
cards. These classes of items have not been offered in
any of our previous mad bid sales and it will he
interesting to see what results are obtained.
The sale will close on 15 November 1998, a week
after our meeting at CH1CAGOPEX. This will give
the opportunity to bid to any new members who join us
during the show.
I have had an inquiry from a member who is
considering serving as sales manager for Panama sales,
but thus far no decision has been reached.
Mail Sale kI9 will close on 15 May 1999. Lots
should be submitted to arrive between the 1st and 15th
or Febniary and the sales catalog will be mailed with
the March 1999 issue of COPACARTA.

TREASURER'S REPORT
INCOME STATEMENT
YEAR ENDING 30 JUNE 1998

BALANCE SHEET
AS OF 30 JUNE 1998

INCOME:
DUES
MAIL SALES COMMISSIONS
PUBLICATIONS SALES
CONTRIBUTIONS
LIBRARY FEES
COPACARTA ADS
INVESTMENT INCOME
TOTAL INCOME

1543.50
1015.60
5.00
336.95
176.04
5.00
658.97
3735.06

EXPENSE
PRINTING
POSTAGE
SUPPLIES
LIBRARY EXPENSE
COMPUTER EXPENSE
MAIL SALES EXPENSE
TOTAL EXPENSE

1282.67
745.04
34.44
82.41
400.00
115.76
2660.32

NET INCOME

1074.74

ASSETS
INVESTMENTS
CASH IN BANK
LIBRARY CASH ACCOUNT
P • mr CASH
TOTAL ASSETS
LIABILITIES
PRE-PAID DUES

4

I 1.1 I 2.90
076.83
326.00
44.91
12.460.64

893.95

RESERVES
BALANCE l JULY 1997
ADDITIONS FY 1997-1998
BALANCE 30 JUNE 1998

10,491.95
1.074.74
11,566 69

TOTAL LIABILITIES
& RESERVES

12,460.64
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THE COPAPHIL GENERAL MEETING AT CHICAGOPEX:
6 - 8 NOVEMBER 1998
Those who attended AMERIPEX in Chicago in 1986
will remember the excellent and inexpensi% e dinner we
had during the show at a Peruvian restaurant which lie
selected
No ('OPAPHIL events are planned for Saturday.
but exhibitors may want to attend the judge's critique.
APES meeting and CHICAGOPEX awards banquet.
Those not attending the banquet are urged to meet at
the ('OPAPHIL. booth at closing lime and dine with
other the members in attendance.
On Sunday. 8 November at 11:00 A.M.
COPAPHIL will offer a program open to the general
public. The subject of the meeting will he 19th century
Colombian postal markings (including those used in
Panama). Following the program there will he a tour of
the COPAPI lIL exhibits. including James Johnson's
exhibit which illustrates many of the markings.
Exhibitors in attendance will be invited to explain their
exhibits personally and the others will be explained by
members who arc specialists in the sublet:I areas.
Member's exhibits include:
Bortfeldt. D. "Colombia 1863-75 - Philatelic
Studies.
Bortfeldt, D. "Colombia Official Correspondence
and Frankings."
Crain. L. "Moving the Mail in Coloinhia with the
t917-1938 Definitive Series."
Cross. J. "Postal History of The Unknown War"
Harris. A. "Panama Flights to 1940 and Ancillary
Material"
Johnson, J. "Colombia - 19th Century Postal
Routes,"
Johnson, J. "Colombia - First Commerical Airlines
1920-1921."
Madrigal. A. "Colombia 1886- Study of 5c blue
Bolivar."
Myers, T. Colombia Airmail
Ortiz, M. "Postal Entires of Colombia. Ospina, G. "Modern First & Commemorative
Flights."
Toro, F. "Barranquilla in Philatelic History."

Our eighth general meeting at CHICACOPEX
offers the promise of being our best. For the first time
a number of our members from Colombia will he
exhibiting, at the show. offering U.S. members the
opportunity to see some exhibits that can usually he
seen only at international shows. Our Vice President.
Dr. Antonio Chedid. has made arrangements for our
participation at the show which include a general
meeting, an informal dinner. a program and a walk
through of our members exhibits. CHICAGOPEX
always features a strong dealer's bourse offering a
good opportunity to make important additions to our
collections. All that is needed for the meeting to fulfill
its promise is good attendance by ow members.
The show will be held at the Rosemont Convention
Center which is located near the O'Hare International
airport. There are a number and restaurants located in
the immediate arra. For those on a limited budget,
there is a Motel 6 with its companion Denny's about a
mile south of the Convention Center. Chicago deserves
its nickname as the Windy City and in early November
the weather can range from mild Indian summer to a
blustery foretaste of winter, so come prepared
accordingly. Rosemont is connected to downtown
Chicago by a rapid transit line with a terniinal within
walking distance of the show site. Downtown offers
many shopping and entertainment possibilities for nonphilatelic spouses, so bring them along and make it a
family vacation.
The show opens on Friday. 6 November.
('OPAPHIL will have a society booth and members are
urged to visit it early. register and pick up a schedule
with any last minute changes in our plans. Spend most
of the first day visiting the bourse dealers and then rest
your weary hones at our general meeting at 4:00 P.M.
that afternoon. It offers members the opportunity to
meet their officers and discuss future plans for the
organization. Members are encouraged to bring an
unusual item or two from their collection and share
them at a "show and tell." Following the meeting we
will adjourn to a restaurant selected by Dr. Chedid.
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THE DR. JAMES B. HELME PANAMA REGISTERED COLLECTION
by Jim Cross

usually covers with some characteristics which made
them unsuitable for exhibit. However. there were no
oversized items which did not fit on a collection page.
I will not repeat the comments on all of the sub-periods
i Ti the previous article. but will comment on a few.
PRE-INDEPENCE PERIOD
The table in the September 1997 article is shown
below with updated numbers for the Ham: holdings
(DA David. SA = Santiago and TO = total number of
items). H=Flelme collection, C=Cross collection.
L=Londono collection. Scott numbers from Colombia
unless otherwise shown.

in my September 1997 article on this collection I
wrote that I did not have a chance to examine even .
box in which the collection was packed. and could not
guarantee that there were no other covers from the
pre-independence period. especially unmounted
acquisitions for the registration collection. In referring
to the Panama third issue covers. I wrote that all covers
examined were of normal size and that the collection
might contain some oversized items.
In fact there were a significant number of additional
pre-independence registered covers. new acquisitions
and items Di Hclmc referred to as reference items,

REGISTERED COVERS IN PANAMA COLLECTIONS OF HELME, CROSS & LONDONO BY
SUB-PERIOD

YEARS

COLON

PANAMA
H

POST UPliwiScolt F7

1881-1883

1883 issue wiScott F8

1883-1888

1

1886-7 issue w/Scott F8

1606-1080

2

Slampless Provisional

1885

2

1887-8 issue w/Scoll Pan Fl

1888-1893

5

C

L

H

C

BOCAS
L

H

C

L

D

SA

L

H
2

2

1807-8 issue w/Scoli F9-F10

1891-1893

7

1887-8 issue wiScott F11-12

1893-1901

3

1892-5 issue wiScott Pan F1

1892-1893

1892-5 issue w/Scot1F9-F10

1892-1693

2

1892-5 ossue w/Scott F11-F12

1893-1901

29

1894 surcharges w/F11-F12

1894-1895

11

1892-5 issue wiR Colon pros

1898

T

2

1

1

3
2

1

1

1

5

1

1

1

9

1

9
9
4

4

4
1

1892-5 issue w11901 Prov R

1900

5

2

1892-5 issue w/Pan F3

1900

6

2

1892-5 issue w/Scotl F11-F12

1900-1901

4

1

1892-5 issue wtScot1 Pan F4

1901-1902

6

1892-5 issue w/F11•F12 (pair)

1902

1892-5 issue w/Pan F5

1902-1903

1892-5 issue w f F4 (pain

1902

1892-5 issue wIF 13

1903

5

TOTALS

1881-1903

94

2

1

1

9

1

6

1

52

1

13

1

1
7
11

3

11

1

5
1

1

1

4

7

6
2

4

1

6'

1

1

3'

11

42

5

5

1

4

• Colon totals include two 50c 1887-8 Issue ethers, one with Panama F5 and one with FI3

6

9

13

1
2

2

5

14'

16

2

1

1

184
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correspondence was the letters of the British Consul in
Panama, Claude Mallet, ro his wife and daughter in
England. Dr. Helme had 23 pre-independence rovers
and 5 post-independence covers from that
correspondence. Many of them show payment at
multiples of the foreign letter rate.
The other large registered correspondence was
Chinese covers (so called because the address is also
written in Chinese characters on the cover) to Wo Kee
& Co in San Francisco. Many of these originated in
Bocas del "foro. There were 7 pre-independence and 22
post-independence Wo Kee covers in the Heinle
collection. The following page shows reduced
photocopies of ten selected better pre-independence
registered covers in the Helrne collection which were
not illustrateded in the Shreves catalog as follows'

There were 153 pre-independence registered covers in
the Ilelme collection (about 10% are fronts, damaged
covers, or covers with some stamps removed). The 2
Colombia F7 and the 2 Colombia F8 covers were not
seen at PACIFIC 97. Five of the 1-lelme Fl covers
were in the Second Panama issue exhibit and were not
in my previous count. There are three additional
Panama 3rd issue covers with Panama Fl from Colon.
There are three Panama second issue covers used with
Colombia F12, all are 20e or 50c uses. The date of the
provisional R Colon cover illustrated below is 12 Nov
1898. not 1897 as previously reported.
The Santiago registered letter is interesting. The
postage stamp was not cancelled in Santiago and was
cancelled upon arrival in Panama. However, the
registered number "49" for the 23 September 1897
date was obviously not from Panama. Dr. Helme had
a cryptte notice on the exhibit page "in same m.s. as
next cover." However, the pages are no longer in their
original order and it is not known to which cover the
remark refers. The handwriting is not the same as that
on either of the two other Santiago covers in the
collection which were lois 1047 and 1049 in the Helme
sale. It is difficult now to confirm that the cover was
from Santiago and not David or another small interior
town.
Dr. l leime had 29 third issue registered covers
franked with Scott Flt or P12 used from Panama
during the 1893-1900 period These included one
internal cover to Cartagena, fourteen 10c covers. four
20c covers. four 30c covers, two 40c covers, one 50c
cover, two 60c covers and an 80e cover.
Dr. Helme had one other non - philatelic Panama F3
cover used from Panama. ! have added another
category to the listing of sub-periods. That is the
beginning of the 1902 rate period when Panama F5
was not yet available. Registration rates were paid by
two copies of a 10c registration stamp with the same
registration number. In Colon pairs of Colombia F12
were used. Two covers are known from Bocas on
which two copies of Panama F4 were used. On one of
these the two 10c stamps have been surcharged in pen
to the value 20c, but two stamps were still used. There
are no known covers of Colombia F17 used in Panama
prior to independence, but both F13 and F17 must
have been delivered as both were surcharged in the
1903-1904 provisional overprint period.
Analysis of the pre-independence covers indicates
there were only two correspondences with more than
five registered items each. The most numerous

Figure I - 26 Jan 1894. Bocas del Toro to Boston
Earliest Bocas registered cover in I-feline collection
Figure 2 - 3 Nov 1894 Panama to England (Mane'
cover) Earliest cover franked by 1894 surcharged
stamps

Figure 3 - 25 Nov 1896. Panama to Cartagena
Only Helme third issue registered domestic cover.
Figure 4 - 14 Sep 1807. Panama to San Francisco.
Earliest third issue SOc cover. Colombia 1l2 has
straight line PANAMA cancel struck in both black
and violet.
Figure 5 - Sep 1897 Santiago to New York
The only Santiago registered cover in the collection.
Figure 0 - 12 Nov 1898. Colon to Hamburg. (Cover
front), Only Panama F2 cover known to Dr Helme
Figure 7 - 1 Nnv 1900. Bocas del Toro to New
Orleans. The Mobile transit registration label is
blank stock with WWII name filled in Extremely
scarce.
Figure 8 - 27 Jan 1902 Panama to New York City.

Panama F4 and H4. Only complete cover with H4
Dr Helms had two package fronts with H4 'These
are the only non-philatelic uses of the third issue
peso stamp in the collection
Figure 9 - 4 Jun 1902. Bocas del Tom to tendon
One of the two Bocas covers with a pair of Panama
F4 paying the 1902 registration rate.
Figure I 0 - 9 Sep 1902. Colon to New York City.
Earliest Colon Panama 1: 5 cover known to Dr.
Helme. Pair of Colombia H2 used to pay AIR rate
One of three covers known with that usage.
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PROVISIONAL OVERPRINT PERIOD
Since separate provisional registration stamps
were prepared in Panama. Bocas del Torn and
Colon and the date on which they were replaced by
the first general registrations stamp. Scott F27,
differs it is necessary to consider each of these
towns separately. As I pointed out in my article in
the previous issue on the Panama provisional
issues, the registration rate was reduced from 20
centavos to 10 centavos on 15 Dec 1903 and all of
the overprinted Colombia stamps used after that
date were denominated 10 centavos whether the
value was changed on the stamp or not. The
following is a tabulation of the Helme holdings:
Used in Panama
5
F6
1st Panama on Col Fl3
F7
I st Panama on Col F17
F8
I1
2nd Panama on Col F 13
F9
2nd Panama on Col F I7
8
F8 with fee correction
F 10
2
F9 with fee correction
16
FI1
2
Large "R" cancel on 79
1
Registered Stampless Official
1904 Registration Stamp
F27 21
TOTAL
68
Used in Colon
Unoverprinted Col F13
2
1st Colon on Col F13
3
F16
6
RJCOLON hs on 104
F12
Ft/COLON hs on pair of 103
2
R/COLON hs on 112
F 13
3
F15
1
RJCOLON hs on 134
RJCOLON hs on 79
F14
10
3rd Colon on Col F13 no such F17
13
3rd Colon on Col F13 ms surch FI8
3
3rd Colon on Col F13 hs surch F20
8
3
4th Colon on Col F13
1
4th Colon on Col F17
F27
19
1904 Registration Stamp
TOTAL
74
Used in Bocas del Toro
The 24 registered covers from Bocas
are described individually on page 10.
Used in Sona
Provisional ms cancel on 79 1
TOTAL POST-INDEPENDENCE 167
TOTAL ITEMS IN COLLECTION 330

As might be expected a larger proportion of the
covers during the provisional penod are either
philatelic or are from correspondence addressed to
stamp dealers. There are more than five covers to Otto
Bickel, H. F. Colman. D. Aug. Motto. Fidanque
Bros. and B. Luria. These arc found more frequently
on covers from Colon than from Panama.
Analysis of the Panama table suggests that the
stock of Colombia F13 there was overprinted first.
There were fewer copies of F7 and F9 than F6 and
F8. However, after the rate change there were many
more covers with F 1 I than F10. There is one 1905
late use of F 11 and one of the FIO's has a double
surcharge. Two different handstamps were used to
apply the surcharges to F 10 and H I.
The provisional use in Panama of Scott 78
cancelled by a large R lasted from about 24 July 1904
until early in August when F27 became available. The
two 26 July covers in the Helme collection have
registration numbers 8528 and 8554. His write-up
states he had seen a used single with #8330. The
earliest F27 cover in the Helme collection is dated g
Aug 1904 and has registration number 9015.
Analysis of the Colon table suggests that Colon
had only a small stock of Colombia F13 and no F17's
on hand at independence. The supply of overprinted
F13's was almost exhausted by I 1 December 1903
and with the exception of a 29 December 1903 cover
all registered covers from Colon between I I
December 1903 and 28 February 1904 are franked by
overprinted postage stamps. Two covers have pairs of
5 centavos stamps with the 1st Colon overprint and
the "R COLON in circle overprint." Many of the
covers show that this overprint was applied as a
cancel tieing the stamp to the cover. Probably a
supply of Colombia F17's was sent from Panama to
Colon in February as the overprinted stamps: F17,
F18 and F20 were used on most covers after 1 March
1904. The table shows that the postal clerks seldom
revalued the F17's and, as previously reported, that
the collection had no covers with stamps with the F19
handstamp.
The listing on the following page describes the 24
Bocas covers. The readers will note that most are
unique in some way. The most numerous are the three
covers with a Panama 79 cancelled with a large "R"
with the registration number beneath it.
9
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REGISTERED POST-INDEPENDENCE BOCAS DEL TORO COVERS IN THE HELME COLLECTION.
REG # DESTINATION REG STAMP OVERPRINT SURCHARGE REMARKS
None
None
COL F13
18 Nov 1903 1485 San Francisco CA
F21
1st Bocas
None
COL F17
10 Dec 1903 1604 San Francisco CA
Large R cancel
None
1st Bocas
PAN 154
19 Dec 1903 1663 San Francisco CA
F22
1st Bocas
None
31 Dec 1903 1732 San Francisco CA
COL F13
ms '1"
Black ms
COL F17
9 Feb 1904 306 San Francisco CA
2nd Bocas
ms. '1"
12 Feb 1904 346 Colon
COL F17
ms. "1"
2 Mar 1904 500 San Francisco CA
COL F17
none
none
none
COL F17
11 Mar 1904 565 San Francisco CA
10cs" red
none
COL F17
23 Mar 1904 667 Topeka KS
F23 Dbl Ovpt
1st Bocas
10" red
COL F17
9 Apr 1904 844 Costa Rica
"10" red
F23 Dbl Ovpt
1st Bocas
9 Apr 1964 846 Costa Rica
COL F17
"10" violet
COL F17
none
10 Apr 1904 855 San Francisco CA
F26
"10cs" red
2nd Bocas
COL F17
20 Apr 1904 957 Wiesbaden Ger
'10cs" red
none
21 Apr 1904 969 Colon
COL F17
F25
2nd Bocas
10cs" red
3 May 1904 1209 New York NY
COL F13
F25 variety
2nd Bocas
"10"
12 May 1904 1249 New York NY
COL F13
F25 variety
2nd Bocas
"10"
COL F13
24 May 1904 1424 Chicago IL
Large R cancel
PAN 79
15 Jun 1904 1709 San Francisco CA
Philatelic cover - has A/R stamp w/o registration.
None
24 Jun 1904 None London Eng
Large R cancel
PAN 79
25 Jun 1904 1889 Topeka KS
Large R cancel
15 Aug 1904 2509 Campello MS
PAN 79
Large R cancel
PAN 79
28 Aug 1904 2746 (Erased)
Large R cancel
PAN 78(2)
7? Oct 1904 3768 Coburg Ger
PAN F27
23 Dec 1904 4248 San Francisco CA

DATE
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
2i
22
23
24

Covers 16 and 17 also have a red pen line obliterating the COLOMBIA at the top of the stamp.
I also have a cover similar to cover 19 in my
collection_ It is franked with all values of the 4th
Panama overprints. The Colombia H4 A/R stamp
is used without overprint or fee correction.
The final registered cover in the Helme
collection is the first cover I have seen from the
village of Sons. The final page of this article
shows reduced photocopies of ten better covers
from this part of the Helme collection not
photographed in the Shreves catalog as follows:
Figure 11 - 29 Feb 1404 Panama to Wiesbaden,
Germany Portion of official registered cover showing
markings.
Figure 12 - II Apr 1904 Panama to Hamburg
Only 1904 use of 3rd Panama 1 peso, Scott 75, on
cover.
Figure 13 - 25 Apr 1904 Panama to Pans.
A.R.in oval cancel tieing Panama n to cover.

Figure 14 - 26 Jul 1904 Panama to Hamburg.
One of two covers with large R cancel on I Oc. Scott 79
Figure 15 - 1 Dec 1903. Colon to Binghampton NY
Cover with Panama FI6 and H17 A Helme note pasted
on the sheet protector obscures the other stamp.
Figure 16 - 11 Dec 1903. Colon to Kingston, Jamaica
Cover showing R Colon cancel on Scott 112.
Note the stamp with this cancel is one of a pair.
Figure 17 - 2 Mar 1904. Bocas del Toro to San Francisco.
Unoverprinted Colombia F17. with ms. "I"
Figure IR - 20 Apr 1904. Bocas del Toro to W iesbaden
Cover with Panama F26 as cataloged
Regular postage stamp on back has been removed
Figure 19 - I Oct 1904 Bocas del Toro to Coburg, Ger
Latest Bocas cover with "R" cancel.
Regular postage stamps are on reverse.
Figure 20 - 7 Jun 1906 Sona to Panama
Cover with ms R #22 cancel
Elelme's notes on sheet protector over part of cover
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BOLIVAR: THE STAMPS OF 1879 - 1899
by A. Hatfield Jr. and Bertram W. H. Poole
Colombia was adopted and Bolivar was elected
President. Ile next proceeded to effect the
independence of Peru. of which country he was chosen
dictator (1824). as he was also of Bolivia, freed in
1825. The closing years of Bolivar's life were marked
by the unworthy suspicions and intrigues of his corepublicans. But ultimately he was no longer spoken of
as a Napoleon, but as a Washington. who spent his
energies and his wealth to secure the liberties of his
countrymen. Bolivar, as we have already shown. has
given his name to three departments or provinces:
Bolivia was named in his honor, several towns bear his
name, and he evidently had his admirers in the United
States for no less than six villages bear his cognomen.
Naturally, his portrait looms large on South American
stamps and may be found on certain issues of Bolivia,
the republic of Colombia, on most stamps of
Venezuela and. of course, on nearly all the stamps of
the Department we are now discussing.

Editor's Note: This article appeared in 12
installments in the Philatelic Gazette between March
1915 and May 1916. It is still the definitive treatment
of these Bolivar Seebeck issues and it is reprinted here
for the benefit of members who are unfamiliar with it.
I. - INTRODUCTION
To the stamp collector "Bolivar" at once signifies
the Department of Colombia of that name so that our
titles needs no amplification. As a matter of fact
another Bolivar--a Province of Ecuador-has achieved
some measure of fame (or notoriety) by the issue of
stamps and still another Bolivar-a State of
Venezuela occupies more territory, though it
apparently has far less ambition in postal affairs. The
Bolivar with which we are now concerned is a
Department of the Republic of Colombia, bordering on
the Caribbean Sea. On the cast side are the rivers
Magdalena and Cauca and on the west the Simi, and
these dividing into many channels, irrigate the whole
territory to such an admirable extent that rich pasture
land is abundant. The chief occupation of the natives
is, therefore, cattle raising and many animals are
exported annually. The total area of the Department is
21,340 square miles while it has a population well in
excess of 300,000, Its capnal is Cartagena while it
chief port is Barranquilla.
Bolivar, of course, derives its name from Simon
Bolivar (1783-1830)111e Liberator," who was born at
Caracas, in the Spanish Colony of New Grandada, of
a noble Spanish family. He was educated at Madrid
and after a visit to the United States in 1809 he threw
himself heart and soul into the movement for making
the colony independent of the mother country. After
the abortive insurrection of Caracas in 1810 he
proceeded to London; but the British government
decided to maintain a neutral policy. Bolivar's party
having issued a Declaration of independence in 1811,
a long struggle for the mastery ensued between Spain
and her recalcitrant colonists. In 1819 the Congress of
Angostura having invested Bolivar with the chief
command, he fought the decisive battles of Tunja and
Boyaca, and proclaimed the new "Republic of
Colombia" which term embraced the whole territory
subsequently (1832) divided into the republics of
Venezuela, the United States of Colombia. and
Ecuador. The war, however, continued until 1821.
when it practically concluded with Bolivar's victory at
Carabobo. On August 30th, 1821, the constitution of

11. - ITS PHILATELIC HISTORY
The philatelic history of Bolivar is simple enough.
though there is perhaps a good deal of it. The first
issue (1863) consisted of a couple of undersized labels
of the value of Ilk and I pesos repectively. The former
was soon changed in color from green to red, and then
the two values sufficed for the postal needs of the
Department for eleven years. In 1872 5c, 10c, 20c and
80c stamps were issued, followed, in 1874, by a
change in the design of the 5c and, in 1877. by the
issue of a new type for the 10c. In 1878 the 5c was
again changed in design and in the following year an
era of constant change was inaugurated. Four values
were issued, all of somewhat similar design and all
showing the portrait of Simon Bolivar instead of the
Arms which had previously occupied the place of
honor. In 1880 these values were replaced with new
ones, differing only in the date labels at top, and at the
same time 80c and I peso stamps made their
appearance. Both sets are found on blue laid paper as
well as the more usual white wove, but it is
questionable if the former were all issued for postal
use.
In 1882, 5 and 10 pesos stamps of extra large size
were issued, these standing alone among Bolivar's
stamps as the only ones not produced by lithography.
These two values were pnnted from line-engraved
plates in two colors and they form a handsome pair.
Both denominations are found perf 16 as well as pelf,
12
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being intended for use on registry matter, also bears the
word "CERTIFICADA" tRettrstered). Our illustrations
show the details of the various designs very clearly so
that an extended description is unnecessary. The
stamps were produced by lithography and though
Gibbon's catalogue ascribes their manufacture to the
Manhattan Bank Note Company. we can find no record
as to whether this was the name of Mr. Seebeck's
company or not.
All four denominations were printed in sheets of
fifty arranged in five horizontal rows of ten stamps
each. There was one common die for the portrait,
inscribed oval band, and shields for all four values.
Separate frames were engraved for each. In the case of
the 40c the lower portion of the original design had to
be considerably modified to make room for the word
"CERTIFICADA." The fact that the four values
originated from the same source can be proved by the
presence of two small peculiarities. Counting from the
left a tiny colored dot follows the first star, on the band
immediately below the portrait. and another colored
dot partly fills the fourth star, The first of these small
dots can be seen quite plainly on all four values, but
the second one does not show on the 40e owing to the
modification of the lower portion of the design already
alluded to.
As is usually the case with stamps produced by
lithography, the designs were not transferred to the
stone one at a time, but in strips. For each value a strip
of five transfers arranged vertically was used and these
strips were applied to the stones ten times to make the
requisite fifty impressions. Again, as is somewhat
general under the circumstances, the impressions in
each strip of transfers differ slightly one from the
other, so that we have five minor types of each value.
In each sheet, therefore, the stamps in each horizontal
row are alike, the disposition of the types being11 1 1 111111
2222222722
33 33 33 33 33
44 44 444444
55 55 55 55 55
It would appear that the head and frame dies were
always kept distinct so that there was never a complete
single die of the whole design for any value. In
making up the stones. therefore, one of two methods
was employed. Either the impressions of the head die
were taken five times on the strip of transfer paper and
the desired border was then added: or, a single
impression of each was taken making a composite of
the whole design and from this complete transfer the
strip of five was made. It seems probable that the first

12 while the 5 pesos is sometimes found perf 14 and
the 10 pesos is known rouletted.
In 1882 a new set, 5c to I peso values appeared,
followed in 1883, 1884 and 1885 by precisely similar
sets. but with the dates altered. To add that pleasing
variety beloved of all good philatelists. each value of
all four sets exists perf. 12 all around and compound
pert. lb by 12. After a lull of six years another set was
issued, all the values being alike in design and of better
execution than previous productions.
The 1891 set did duty . until 1903-at any rate no new
stamps were issued in the intenm-and then we were
treated to a ghastly display of how not to produce
postage stamps. True the set consisted of only four
values, but as the 50e, I P and 2P were each issued in
five colors, and the 10P in no less than nine colors and
as most of these may be found perforated as well as
imperforate, they provide more than enough variety. In
1904 low values of even more atrocious design were
issued, together with a goodly array of such
unnecessary luxeries as Too Late. Registration and
Acknow-ledgement of Receipt stamps. Since then
Bolivar has ceased to trouble, and we can only hope
this happy condition of affairs will continue
indefinitely.
It is our purpose in the present article to deal only
with the issued comprised in the period 1879-1899
sometimes known as the "Seebeck" issues owing to the
fact that they were produced by Mr. Seebeck though
whether he had any arrangement with Bolivar on the
same plan as that which he made later with the
governments of Nicarauga, Salvador, etc. is a mooted
point. The earlier issues are of greatest interest, but for
the present they are omitted as sufficient material for
an extended study is not available. The twentieth
century issues we have also left to languish "unsought,
unhonored and unsung" for the time being. Possibly a
study of these might reveal many points of philatelic
interest, and, given sufficient material and energy,
much good work might be done in separating the
wheat from the chaff, hut, as previously stated, we
have chosen as our special line of endeavor the issues
of 1879 to 1899.
111. - THE 1879 ISSUE
In January 1880 the -Philatelic Record" announced
the receipt of four new stamps bearing portraits of
Bolivar, so we assume they were placed in issue late in
1879. All four values show a profile portrait of
General Simon Bolivar, with head to left, on a
horizontally lined ground. Though the inscriptions are
alike the spandrels differ for each value and the 40c
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method was the one employed as we shall show later
in referring ro the 20c value.
The 5 Centavos.
The five types of this value differ in such minute
particulars that it is sometimes a little difficult to
discover the marks of identification. They are as
follows: Type I. (First row)-A short faint line projects
outwards from the upper pan of the right hand frame
about 1,4mm. below the top. This line is sometimes
difficult to see. Directly over the left side of the top of
the second upright stroke of the N of CINCO there is
a very small white dot or rather indentation from the
white band above the value label. On some stamps it is
very faint. The line under the LI of BOLiVAR is weak
and often broken, but this peculiarity can also be found
on the stamps of the second row or type.
Type 2. (Second Row).-This type appears to have
no special marks, but it can be at once identified by the
absence of the small peculiarities distinguishing the
other types.
Type (Third Row),-A short line projects
diagonally from the left hand frame line about 1/2rnm.
from the top, and the line above the 7 of 1879 is
always broken.
Type 4. (Fourth Row). -There is a decided
roughness on the right side of the vertical stroke of the
T of CENTAVOS which makes it bulge a little. It
varies on some of the stamps of this row, but is sways
present. There is also a faint uncolored line projecting
diagonally from the fight end of the upper stroke of the
E of CORREOS.
Type 5. (Fifth Row).-The left band frame line is
broken for the space of nearly 1/2mm. immediately
above the top line of the shield.
There arc flaws on many of the stamps by which
their positions on the sheet may be determined, but
with the exception ofthe following they are too trifling
to merit special mention.
No. 2.-An uncolored flaw is attached to the back of
the A of COLOMBIA.
No.33. .A colored flaw obliterates the top of the
of BE.
No. 38.-An uncolored flaw connects the tops of the
letters OL of COLOMBIA.
No. 41.- The large central star on the band
immediately below the portrait is joined by a colored
line to the vertical line at right.
It is noteworthy that on every stamp on the sheet
there is a small colored dot on the white line under the
V of CENTAVOS while on most of the stamps the two
side frame lines project slightly at the bottom of the
design.
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The 10 Centavos.
The five types of this value are as follows:Type 1_ (First Row).-There is a small colored
dotted line or dash, about 112mm. in length, across the
frame line on the left side of the stamp 7 3/4mm. from
the lower corner. There is a break in the outer frame
line under this dash.
Type 2. (Second Row ).- The line under the floral
ornamentation to the left of the date is broken. There is
a small colored dot in the narrow white hand over the
inscription at the top of the stamp. ft is over the space
between the DE and touches the outer colored line, It
is missing on the sixth stamp.
Type 3. (Third Row).- There are two distinct
colored lines or dashes in the L of BOLIVAR.
Type 4. (Fourth Row ).-There is a small dash at the
right side of the stamp slightly less than 1/2min. In
length. It is 1mm. below the top and 1/2mm. outside
and to the fight of the right frame line. It is usually or
possibly always missing on the 3rd. 7th and 8th stamps
although a slight trace of it can generally he found on
the 3rd stamp. There is an uncolored flaw on top of the
0 of CENTAVOS resembling a broad white line
cutting the two frame lines into the floral ornament in
the lower left corner. Sometimes it is rather faint.
14
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COLOMBIA.
Type 2. (Second Row).-The end of the thick line of
color below the shield al the left is in-egular and
the lower of the two stars.
obliterates part
Type 3. (Third Row).-A small colored dot is shown
to the left of the cap of liberty in the right hand shield.
There is a flaw on the shading of the upper left corner
inunediately above the left end of the second R of
CORREOS.
Type 4. (Fourth Row).- The shading on both sides
immediately below the shields is weak and the lower
portion of the design is slightly displaced so that it is
moved a link to the right as compared with the upper
half. There is a flaw on the shading of the upper left
corner just below the center of the first R of
CORREOS.
Type 5. (Fifth Row).-There is a small colored
circular line at the right of the second SLIT below the
portrait. There is a tiny colored dot on the lower part of
the T of CERTIF1CADA and a white projection to the
right of this dot.
There are no flaws on the sheet of sufficient
prominence to merit special description. but it should
be noted that on this value the border lines at the top
and sides of the date are doubled.

Type 5. (Fifth Row).- The outside line of the right
hand shield extends downwards and turns inwards
toward the left.
The frame lines at the sides are generally weak or
broken on most of the stamps on the sheets of this
denomination.
The 20 Centavos.
The five types of this value are as follows: Type
1. (First Row).-Them is a small nick or indentation in
the outer line of the left hand shield. just at the end of
the line dividing the second and third sections of the
shield.
Typo 2. (Second Row).-A small uncolored hne
connects the tops of the letters E and I of VEINTE. A
small uncolored dot or line projects from the center of
the right stroke of the second upright stroke of the N of
the same word.
Type 3. (Third Row).-There is a tiny uncolored
flaw on the color between the bottoms of the letters
CO of CORREOS.
Type 4. (Fourth Row).-There is a colored dot in the
upper part of the S of CENTAVOS and a white line
between the period and DE on the inscribed band
above. There is a prominent uncolored flaw on the
shading of the spandrel immediately below the shield
at right.
Type 5 (Fifth Row).-The uncolored line below the
inscription E.E.U.U. DE COLOMBIA touches some
letters and is missing in places, and the frame line just
below the right hand shield is more to the right than the
rest of the design below. This type seems to show a
certain amount of displacement in applying the bottom
of the design to the centerpiece and is fairly
satisfactory evidence that the designs were made on the
transfer paper from separate dies for the portrait and
frames as explained in our early notes.
There are two flaws on the sheet which call for
special note. viz:No. 39. -A large uncolored dot joins the letters CE
of CENTAVOS.
No. 46.-The center of the 0 of 20 in the upper left
hand corner is plainly malformed.
All the stamps on the second fourth and fifth rows
of the sheets of this value show a tiny uncolored dot
between the two upper arms of the first E of VEINTE
and most of the stamps show a slight projection of
color on the left lower portion of the V of the same
word.
The 40 centavos.
The five types of the 40c are all very easily
identified the marks of distinction being as follows:
Type 1. (First Row).-The thick line of color below
the shield at the right hand exudes onto the B of
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Paper.

to include these denominations in the 1879 set. The
essay for the 80e was printed in sheets of fifty like the
issued vanefies. The stone does not appear to have
been laid down in the same manner however or. if live
types do exist, it is practically impossible to distinguish
them. The sheets shaw numerous defects, especially in
the letters or the inscription over the portrait. The
shields at right and left often show breaks from the
frame line. but more frequently at the right. At times
the shields are slightly depressed from the frame line.
The white semicircle over the head is very regular. This
variety is only known perforated 12 Li:. 11 is known
only on white wove paper. The essay for the l peso
was printed in orange in vertical strips of five stamps.
The types. from top to bonotn of the strip. are as

:1,11 four values exist ordinary white wove paper and
on bluish laid paper. though whether both varieties
were M concurrent use or not we cannot say. In the
-Philatelic Record" chronicle. only the white paper is
mentioned and though diligent search has been made
through various philatelic publications we have failed
to find any reference to the bluish laid paper.
Perforation.
The stamps. on both kinds of paper. were perforated
12 1/2 with a single line machine.
Imperforate Varieties.
The 5c on white wove paper is fairly common
imperforate and the other three values on wove paper
and all four denominations on bluish laid paper are
also known in this condition. To the best of our belief
no genuine used copies of these imperforate spec i mens
are known and none of them appear to have been
mentioned in philatelic literature until some years
afther they had become obsolete. Apparently they were
all found in the remainders of those Bolivar stamps and
they can, perhaps, best be described as unfinished
stamps. The 5c itnperiorate was first recorded in the
"Monthly Journal' for November I892,but the
varieties on bluish laid paper seem to have been quite
unknow7n until 1905 when they were chronicled in the
"A me neon Journal ty . Philately."
Error of Color.
The 20c of this series is known printed in green,
instead of red. Theres is no green stamp in the set,
though a so-called essay for an 80c value was printed
in this color as we shall show later. The earliest
reference we can find to this variety occurs in an article
by Mr. W. T. Curtis in the -Metropolitan Philatelist"
for September 1892, viz:-"I sometimes had the
mortification of finding 1 had overlooked somethin g
rare, as happened in Cartagena. where although I had
the privilege of examining the stamps, yet. as they
were largely stuck together, 1 did so carelessly, and
thus overlooked a sheet of fifty of the 20 cents. 1879,
printed in wen. The sheet was discovered not long
atter and was given to the Governor of Bolivar, who is
a stamp collector; by him they were divided with other
collectors and by them quickly scattered. so that
although I returned to Cartagena a few weeks after the
discover, yet it was only by hard work and a good
price that I succdeeded in getting a few of the stamps."
The error was "rediscovered" two years later and was
then somewhat generally reported in philatelic papers.
Cancelled copies are known, but whether these are
legitimately used specimens or not we have no means
of telling.
Essays.
In the 1880 series tiar Bolivar there are 80e and
peso stamps and it was evidently at one time intended

follows:Type I. The top of the B of BOLI VAR is broken,
sometimes only very slightly. This, with the absence of
the marks found on the other types. will distinguish
this variety.
Type 2.-There is a large round blot of color directly
over the left end of the small square in the lower right
corner. It is very marked.
Type 3.- There are no smirked variations to
distinguish this type as it is similar to No. 1 with the
exception that the top of the B is not broken.
Type 4. There is a dot of color on the edge of the
nose about 1mm. from the bp.
Type 5.- The nostril is a small dot instead of a line
as on the other stamps. Sometimes on the white wove
paper it is so faint as to appear absent altogether. Care
should he taken not to confound the nostril with the
shading under the nose.
This 1 peso essay is found imperforate on the white
wove paper and perf. 12 1/2 on both white wove and
bluish laid paper.
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COLOMBIA: THE BOGUS 1921 RETARDO (LATE FEE) STAMPS
surcharge with the I? with a short tail has this o (Figure
2).. but also exists where the o is thickened at the
bottom left and top nght quadrants (Figure 3). All
values except the 10c violet have been found with the
three types of surcharge inverted.
These surcharged stamps proved so popular with
collectiors that they were subsequently forged. In one
forgery the 1? differs from the two original types, there
is an open 9 in 1921 and the 2 is unlike that of the
genuine overprint. (Figure 4). A second forgery has the
1? similar, but not identical to the long tailed original.
a shorter tail on the figure I and the verticle stroke of
they has a flat top unlike the angled top of the original
(Figure 5). This forgery has been found on all values
except the 10c violet, whereas that first described has
only been seen on the 1917 2c,
While the 1917 2c and the 1920 3c on red on
yellow stamps only exist perforated 13.5, the other
three values of the 1920 Provisional issue are found
perforated 13.5, I Ox 13.5 and tn.
As can be appreciated nom this article the number
required to complete a full collection of these bogus
stamps, including the forgeries, is very considerable.
However, it is hoped the detail provided will enable
collectors not to overlook the various varieties that
may come there way. Any additional information on
these stamps will be appreciated,

hi the period 1886 to 1918 special stamps inscribed
kE1eil?1)(1 were employed in Colombia to collect an
additional charge for mail that had missed normal
collection. The final issue in 1914 comprised values of
2c and 5c. The discontinuation of special stamps for
the service was promulgated in Diario Oficial No.
16565 of December 12, 1918 which ordered that
remaining stocks should be destroyed.
An employee of the Medellin Post Office and part
time stamp dealer, Joaquin Arbelaez, realising that the
general public was confused by the disappearance of
the stamps, saw the opportunity of producing bogus
stamps inscribed 1?ElARIX). initially 2c red stamps of
1908 and of 1917 were surcharged by Remington
typewriter. These were issued in 1919 and will he
covered by a future article.
In 1921 the 2c red of 1917. the 3 red on yellow of
1920 and the 3c green, 5c blue and 10c violet of the
1920 Provisional issue were overprinted Retard() 1921
in two lines of fancy type in Medellin. probably also
on the instructions of Sr. Arbelaez. The surcharge was
applied in black in horizonatal strips of five stamps on
a hand press. Although the font of the date is constant
on all stamps there are two distinct types of the initial
R. with a short tail and a long tail (Figures 1 and 2).
The surcharge with a long tail to the 1? has the lower
half of the final o of Retard° thickened (Figure I ). The

Figure I

Figure 2

Figure 3
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THE MARKET REPORT
The big market news, of course. is the sale of the
I lelme collection_ It realized in excess of $325,000
including the 10% buyer's premiums. This exceeded
the appraised value of the estate. As the catalog stated.
I spent three days in Dallas assisting the Shreves staff
in organizing the collection for sale. My task was to
put the eight cartons of material in logical order,
highlight unusual items and provide rough estimates of
market value for the better items.
Shreves had originally planned on grouping the
material an about 100 lots. I recommended that this be
increased to at least 250. The final decision to offer
the collection in 150 lots was their's. The main reason
for my recommendation was that in a number of areas.
Dr. Helme had accumulated redundant material, both
stamps and postal history and 1 felt that if this material
was subdivided into lots that did not contain
duplication, more than one collector would be able to
obtain part of the material and in my opinion the sum
of the prices of the separate lots would have exceeded
the price of the single lot.
One of Shreves' considerations was that they
wanted all of the material to sell. and they felt that if
there were too many smaller lots or similar lots, some
might not Readers of this column are aware that in
some of the CORINPHILA sales in which almost
every stamp and cover was lotted separately, not all of
the items have been sold.
From the Helm sale we now have an indication of
the market value of some of the better Panama postal
history items and in many cases it far exceeds earlier
estimates. However, since the full sheets of stamps
were sold in large lots the value of individual sheets is
still unknown. To conserve space I will show just the
highest estimate when a range was given in the catalog.
All prices include the 10% buyer's premium.
REGISTERED COVERS
Shreves selected fifteen registered covers from the
collection and offered them as separate lots. Several of
the fifteen realized far more than the estimates.
• Lot 1036. A registered cover to Sweden with the
largest franking of any pre-independence cover.
$1375 versus a $1000 estimate.
• Lot 1050. A 3 Nov 1903 registered cover from
Colon. $2420 versus $1000 estimate. Only cover
recorded from Panama Independence Day.
• Lot 1066. The 9 Nov 1903 registered cover, FOC
of 55 84 F6. $1000 versus a $1500 estimate.
• Lot 1103. Bocas del Toro registered cover with
Scott 153 tied by large "R" caned. $3850 versus
$1500 estimate.
• Lot 1107. Bocas del Toro registered cover with ins.
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Panama overprint on stamp. $3300 versus $2000
estimate.
Lot 1108. limas del Toro registered cover with
Scott F21. $2420 versus $1500 estimate.
Lot 1152. The earliest Panama registered cover.
$9900 versus a $2000 estimate. This is the highest
price ever paid for a Panama cover.
Lot 1153. A registered cover showing the shortlived 7c postage rate. $7425 versus a $2000
estimate.
Lots 1154 and 1155. Two 1885 stanipiess covers
with provisional registration labels. $3300 and
$2420 versus estimates of $1500.
Lot 1156. The Panama registration collection.
$55,000 versus a $40,000 estimate. The highest
price ever paid for a Panama lot at a public
auction. Adding the prices of the 15 individual lots
brings the total realization for the 330 registered
covers described in the article in this issue to almost
$90,000.
OTHERS LOTS
Lot 1017. The first issue collection sold for $5720
versus a $4000 estimate.
Lot 1019. The 25 full sheets of first issue stamps
sold for $7975 versus a $7500 estimate.
1.ots 1025-1027. The three mint copies of Scott #4,
the 50c on thin paper. $2750, $2970 and $3080,
versus the Scott catalog value of $1500.
Lot 1032. The mounted Second Issue Exhibit, less
its registered covers. $13,200 versus a $15,000
estimate.
Lot 1044. The 187 Third issue covers. $10.000
versus a $7500 estimate.
Lot 1060. The 15 covers with 1894 surcharges.
$2700 versus a $2000 estimate.
Lot 1061. The 1894 surcharge cover with French
Canal Co. handstamp. $3575 versus a $1000
estimate. (This is the only recorded non-philatelic
use of the lc surcharged stamps on cover.
Lot 1079. The 19 3rd Panama overprint covers.
$4400 versus a $2000 estimate. The scarcest third
issue cover, the I peso registered cover illustrated
on page 10 of this issue, was not part of this lot.
Lot 1082. The mounted 4th Panama overprint
exhibit. $12,650 versus a $7500 estimate.
Lot 1085. The 223 4th Panama overprint covers.
$10,450 versus a $7500 estimate. This lot included
the earliest known covers from Chitre (misspelled
in the catalog). Penonome and Aguadulce. It would
have been interesting to see what these would have
brought as separate lots.
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Lot 1163. The postal stationery reply card returned
from Germany by registered mail $2750 versus a
$1500 estimate. This is the highest recorded price
for a Panama or Colombia postal stationery item.
• Lot 1165. The Panama revenue collection. $4950
versus a $3000 estimate. This was a huge
accumulation. Very little has been published on
Panama revenues. Perhaps. the purchaser will till
this gap.
• Lot 1166. The Caboose, a motley assemblage of
odds and ends. $2600 versus a $500 estimate.
I ant sure that 1 speak for all our members who
collect Panama postal history in inviting the purchasers
of the large lots in the Helme sale to consider
consigning some of the rendundant items in their
purchases to a COPAPII1L mail bid sale. If there is
enough material. we would be happy to conduct a
special Panama sale.
In June 1998 I visited MEGASHOW, the ASDA
dealer show in Anaheim CA. I again noted how little
Colombia and Panama postal history was available.
Also. I realized how many of the postal history dealers
that I have been purchasing from recently are not
members of ASDA. Therefore, MEGASHOW does
not mean megapurchases for me. I did find a couple of
commercial covers with Panama Coat of Arms stamps
with 1941 Constitucion overprints.
The 27 February 1998 sale of Antonio Torres, 402
Strand, London, WC2R ONE, England included Lot
196. Colombia pair of Cauca issue 20c, Scott 256 on
registered cover with Scott F13 and lot 396 a 1903
Panama registered cover with Scott F I3 and H3 (the
third recorded example). Each lot sold for $390
ncluding buyer's premium and VAT.
•

Lots 1110-11 11. TWO 2d Bocas del Tom overprint
covers. $3300 and $3080 versus $1500 estimates.
Lot 1118. The artwork for the 1909 lc Balboa.
Scott 197. $2750 versus $750 estimate.
Lot 1119. The only recorded 1909 lc Balboa with
inverted center. Scon 197a. $7700 versus a $7500
estimate. This is the highest price known to have
been paid for a single Panama stamp.
Lot 1121. The artwork (models) for the eight 19151916 pictorial stamps. $2310 versus a $1500
estimate.
Lots 1124-1125. The two recorded covers of the
1915 5c blue with inverted center, Scott 210a.
$1265 and $1155. Scott value $650 off-cover.
Lot 1147. 95 used Panama picture post cards to
1908. $2310 versus $1500 estimate. I had
suggested that these be sold in three lots with the 30
pre-independence cards as a separate lot. The sale
price was $24.30 per card. I estimated the value of
the cards at $25.00 each which was about right. Dr
Heinle did not have either of the two scarce civil
war cards, which show the Battle of Caledonia
Bridge in 1900 and the Treaty of Wisconsin.
Lot 1148. The 20th century stamps. $6050 versus a
$3000 estimate.
Lot 1149. The 20th century postal history (526
covers and 78 picture post cards). $5225 versus a
$2000 estimate. This was another lot that could
have been offered as smaller lots. It included Dr.
He'me's extensive accumulations of the 1915-1916
pictorial issue and the 1924 Coat of Arms issue.
The latter included 173 items.
Lot 1157. The "hack-of-the-book" collection.
$4000 versus a $2000 estimate.

CLASSIFIED
Classified per line; one issue $.50, four issues $1.50.
Business cards; one issue $1.50, four issues $5.00.
PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE. COPACARTA, Volumes 1 thru VII: per volume U.S. $12.00, Canada $13.00,
Foreign $15.00; complete set U.S. $76.00, Canada $82.00. Other $95.00: Volumes VIII thru XIV: per volume U.S.
$8.00. Canada $9.00. Other $11.00; complete set U.S. $50.00, Canada $57.00, Other $69.00. Postal Iltsioty and
Postmarks of the Audiencta de Quito by George Maier – hard cover $33 soft cover $28 (add $2 for postage outside
of the U.S. or Canada). Prices include airmail postage. Send orders and checks payable to Robert A. D'Elia to
COPAPHIL library eio 1290 Howard Ave. Suite 321, Burlingame CA 94010.
FOR SALE. Have located several copies of John Myer's "Studies in the Philately of Colombia", 86 pages, paper
bound. Postpaid in the U.S. $10; Outside U.S. $12. R.L. Mitchell, 84 Wellington Road, Garden City NY 11530.
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COPAPHIL NEWS
NEW MEMBERS (thru 1 September)
8849 Long Point Road
AMEEN, Ray C
359
358
MERONI, Charles F Jr.
Box 309

USA
USA

Houston TX 77055
Barrington IL 60111 .

CHANGES OF ADDRESS
150
BERN, Miriam
Box 527948
306
CASTILLEJO, Jose F
Paseo de la Habana 6
349
CLAGHORN William A
1440 San Pablo Ave
RESIGNATIONS RECEIVED
213
BYLEN. Peter
DROPPED - NONPAYMENT OF DUES
301
CABBAGE Kevin J
FORT, W C
348
198
GATONS, Paul
C40
HIERSEMAN, Wayne R
HUGHES, Rod
339

Miami FL 33152
Madrid 28036'

... USA

Berkeley CA 94702

354
132X
206
285
274
283

Spain
USA

MAESAKA, Atsushi
KNUFF, Robed J
NEISER, Kenneth M
ROCHE, Stephen
SLOCUMB, Charles M III
YUDIN, Richard

ESPAMER 98 show in Buenos Aires. Hugo Goggel
was Vice President of the International Jury. Bernd
Sander was commissioner from Colombia and Andrew
Cronin from Canada. Three exhibits shown at
CHICAGOPEX were also shown at Buenos Aires. Our
librarian Robert D'Elia received a large gold medal for
his exhibit of "Prephilatelic and Classic Ecuador A
previously unrecorded exhibit of Panama, the first
issues 1878-1904 by Alvaro Castro Harrigan of Costa
Rica earned a gold medal. Bernd Sander. Mario Ortiz.
Gianmarco Caruso and Carlos Valenzuela received
vermeil medals for their exhibits of "SCA13TA,"
"Classic Colombia," "Colombia First Issues" and
"SCADTA 1920-1940."
COPACARTA Volume XIV received a silver
award in the literature competition_

Dr. Ameen is a stamp dealer with a specialized
stock of both Colombia and Panama. Mr. Meroni
collects Panama registered mail.
The following additional members have
contributed at least $5.00 by I December 1998 and arc
recognized as contributing members for the year 19981999:
121 Marks, Murray
331 Arango, Manuel
242 Am, John
358 Meroni, Charles Jr.
302 Scogin, Robert
C86 Fairlie , Michael J
275 Gewelbe, Isaac
124 Zala, Laszlo
Jorg Maier reports that Norbert Bork's exhibit of
Colombian Civil War issues received a vermeil award
at PORTUGAL 98. Mr. Maier received a large vermeil
for his exhibit of Chile 1853-1899 at the same show.
A number of our members participated in the
22
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
by Jim Cross
COPAPHIL was organized in July 1983. The 91
members who joined during 1983 were recognized as
charier members. 49 of these are still active. At the
time by-laws were adopted which provided for election
of a hoard of directors of six members which would
chose the officers from among its membership. The
appointed journal editor would be an ex-ofcio member
of the board. It was recognized- however, that it was
absolutely essential to the success of the organization
that the officers be willing to work for the organization
and not just occupy their office. At a subsequent
general meeting it was decided that an election was not
a suitable method of selecting board members. since
many members did not know each other. It was
decided that the board would fill vacancies as they
occurred. Since it is impractical for overseas members
to attend the general meetings at which time the board
meets to determine policy, it was decided not to have
overseas members of the hoard. but to have country
representative who would be consulted on matters
being considered.
In the first fifteen years all board members,
officers, sales managers and country representatives
(except Dieter Bortfeldt) have come from among the
original 91 charter members. The future success of the
organization depends upon the willingness of some of
the members who have joined later to step forward and
become pan of the leadership. This is not a closed
corporation. All you need to do is volunteer,
Mail sales are essential to the health of the
organization. They are the source of funds for
publications. They are also an important source for
members to procure unusual and seldom seen material
for their collections. l stepped forward to conduct the
sales because no one else was willing to volunteer. I
would love to turn the Colombia sales over to a new
sales manager.
It is time for COPAPI IlL to join the computer age.
We need volunteers to get items like the COPAPHIL
reference collection on line where we can all use them.
We could use a membership chairman who would
relieve the Treasurer of the task of collecting the
annual dues and sending out follow-up letters to those
that do not renew.
If you are willing to volunteer contact our new
president. Dr. Antonio Chedid and let hint know what

your arc willing to do.
When I attended the seminars at CAPEX 96. I was
struck by the lack of any guidelines for judging
exhibits in specialized areas. l believe COPAPHil. has
an opportunity to he a leader by publishing such
guidelines for Colombia and Panama. Hopefully, other
specialty groups will do the same. I have begun a draft
of such a publication. which will be circulated to all
members who are exhibitors or judges for their
comments and additions. The publication will address
the recognized categories of exhibits and assess factors
used in judging them such as treatment and
importance. knowledge and research. condition and
rarity as they pertain to actual and potential exhibits in
these categories from Colombia and Panama. An
important part of the publication will be an assessment
of the scarcity of postal history material from these
countries from the colonial period to the present date.
In the next issue Federico Brid presents a
fascinating report about research into a previously
unknown period in Panama postal history.
1999 will mark the 100th anniversary of the
outbreak of "The 1000 Days." It is lilting, therefore,
that the February American Philatelist will contain the
second half of my article on that war which discusses
the events of 1903 and the -inflation covers" and gold
currency issue of 1904. These articles are intended for
the general reader with the intention of making them
aware of the events of the period. If I am successful,
perhaps I will be able to change the title of my exhibit
from "The Unknown War.'
I have heard from three members who purchased
large lots from the !lame auction and plan to offer
redundant material from their purchases in future mail
bid sales.
I had requests for six copies of the booklet of
photocopies of the Helme Registered collection. A
spiral bound copy has also been prepared for our
library. Perhaps indicative of the improvements in
copying machines, the photocopies are generally
clearer than those in the DeVoss "Via Panama"
volume, even though these were photocopies of
photocopies.
im Cross
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK
general benefit and education of all fellow memebers.
It is absolutely essential that any new light coming to
the attention of any members he communication to Jim
Cross for publication. In this respect I wish to publicly
thank our members ( listed alphabetically): Alan
Anyon, Dieter Bortfeldt, federico Brid. Jim Cross,
Robert D'Elia, Debbie Friedman, Howard Frome. Eric
Harris, the late Jim Helene, David Leed & Kenneth
Rowe for their invaluable contributions to our journal
for the furtherance of our knowledge and appreciation
of our chosen philatelic pursuits. But what about all
those other members who are non-contributing writers?
(There area lot of them!)1'm sure they joined in order
to learn something about Colombian and Panamanian
philately, and S sincerely trust that our society's
publication is providing them with just that knowledge
that they were seeking. However: maybe even they can
add a human interest story to our journal; why don't
you..Yes..YOU..write a few lines to our Editor and tell
him, in your own words. just what got you hooked on
collecting Colombian and/or Panama stamps. Your
story will give a nice little light touch to crow inwith
the more erudite scrivenings: the two opposites will
make towards a more publication...at least, that is my
personal thought!
In concluding l pray tribute to our editor. JIM
CROSS. without whose dedication I doubt that
COPAPHIL would be still alive!
And with that I say my farewell to you as your
President. Thanks for your support of the past four
years and I ask that you give the same to Antonio who
has taken up the renis. Ciao!

Hi! ITMA. I'm Sony: no doubt many of my
readers will be totally unfamiliar with that extremely
popular British BBC radio program that ran during and
shortly after the war years. The star of that hilarious
comedy program used those initial to announce the
start of his show 1TMA... 's Me Again!! And so I'm
stealing his thunder to open this letter..../TMA. That's
right: It's Me Again! Your president dispensing his
"words of wisdom" (if you coul be so generous as to
consider them as such!).
I deeply regret that my customary missive was
missing from the last couple of issues, but there were
extenuating circumstances to account for that. My dear
wife's health has been in a precarious situation for the
past few months and my required adminsitrations to
her left me with no time at all to look after my
philatelic duties. I'm happy to say that her condition is
now much improved. but she's not completely out of
the woods as yet. Therefore; this situation prevented
me from attending our Society's Meeting in Chicago
last month. I deplore this unfortunate circumstance:
butasi es la vida (as they say in the idioms cristiano).
When discussing my wife's health problems with
Jim Cross, he suggested that maybe I'd like to step
down: after all. 1 have served two terms as President.
Our Vice President, Dr. Antonio Chedid has agreed to
take over from me. And our old faithful stalwart first
president, Debbie Friedman. has graciously accepted
the position of Vice President.
There is only one way that a specialist's society
like ours - with members scattered all over the four
corners of the Earth - can stay alive...and that is
through our quarterly Journal. This is the forum where
all members can contriubte their snippets of knowledge
about Colombian and Panamanian philately for the

Raymond W. lreson

SALES MANAGER'S REPORT
lots are still available. A final report of the sale will
appear in the next issue.
Mail Sale 19 will be conducted by Patrick
Lamastus, our new Panama Sales Manager. Send
PANAMA LOTS ONLY to him at 5406 Birchbend
Loop, Oviedo FL 32765 to arrive between the first and
15th of February. Consignors MUST indicate the
minimum bids on each lot Mail Sale #19 will close
on 1 May 1999. The sales catalog will be mailed with
the March 1999 issue of COPACARTA.

Mail Bid Sale 18 was closed on 15 November. 103
of the 211 lots were sold. Thc following unsold lots are
available for the reserve amount shown in the catalog:
Lots 2, 4, 7-10, 22, 27, 34-35, 40, 42, 45, 47, 52-53,
57-58, 60, 63, 65-66, 68, 71, 74, 76-77, 82, 86, 88-92,
96-98. 100-103, 107, 11 I, 113-114, 117, 120-122,
127-129, 132-134, 136-142, 144, 146, 149-151, 153154, 158-163, 165-172, 174-179, 182-185, 190, 193194, 198, 200-208. of you are interested, write or Email the editor. Do not send payment until notified the
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REPORT FROM CHICAGOPEX
by Jim Cross
membership in June 1999. These matters were
discussed with the members present at the general
meeting. Michael Baadlc of Linn's was guest at our
meeting. Following the meeting we adjourned to a
Colombian restaurant on the north-side of Chicago.
The atmosphere and music were authentic and although
the food got mixed reviews, a good time was had by
all. Members attending were Thin Myers from NE;
Allan M Harris and Jim Cross from CA, Larry Crain
from OR James Johnson from Fl., Dr. Antonio
Chedid from Lake Forest IL and Felipe Toro from
Colombia. Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Toro joined us for
the dinner. The other member signing the visitor's
register was new member Charles Meroni Jr from the
Chicago area One new member was signed up during
the show.
The show committee divided the exhibits into
section and thus all of our exhibits were together, a
practice which could well be adopted by other show
committees. Exhibits and awards earned were:

Our eighth general meeting at C111CAGOPFX is
now history_ The chairman of the show committee
welcomed us with open arms. in part because the 79
frames that our members entered was the largest group
of exhibits exceeding that of the Scandinavian and
Ireland goups which also met there The only negative
item to report was the lack of participation by our
members other than the exhibitors. Just eight of our
members attended and we were only able to sign up
one new member. What you missed was an excellent
opportunity to sec a variety of Colombian and
Panamanian material.
The weather man cooperated. Most of the days were
cloudy, but the high temperatures were in the mid-40's
and the dreaded winds off the lake were not much in
evidence. Sunday morning we awoke to a thin dusting
of snow on the ground, but this soon melted.
The board of directors announced the selection of
Dr. Antonio Chedid as president and Deborah
Friedman as vice-president for 1998-2000. It ratified
the selection of a west coast site for the next general
meeting, tentatively scheduled for SESCAL in Los
Angeles in October 2000. It approved the publication
of the Colombia/Panama bibliography being edited by
Robert Mitchell and Robert D'Elia. They now have
more than 3000 titles in their database. Copies will be
furnished at no charge to all members during the year
of publication and will be sold at cost to all members
joining after that date. Copies will also be offered for
sale to the general public. The board also approved the
transfer of our funds to a bank which has branches in
more than one state in order to make it easier for other
officers to access funds in the event the treasurer is
incapacitated_ The offer of Patrick Lamastus to become
our Panama Sales Manager was accepted. Patrick has
also offered to assist in designing a COPAPHIL web
site. The board voted to pay an honorarium of S50 per
issue to the editor of COPACARTA. In return the
editor will supply the paper, printer cartridges, mailing
labels and other computer supplies and photocopies
needed for illustrations for COPACARTA at his
expense. Secretary Larry Crain was asked to prepare a
revision of the by-laws for submission to the

Colombia. the Unknown War - James Cross.
Gold and A_P.S. Research Medal.
Colombia, First Commercial Airlines - James Johnson
Gold and A.P.S. 1900-1940 Award of excellence.
Colombia, 1863-1876 Philatelic Studies - Dieter
Bortfeldt. Vermeil.
The International Airmails of Colombia 1930-1953.
Tom Myers. Vermeil,
Colombia, Correspondcncia Oficial y Franquicias Dieter Bortfeldt, Vermeil.
Enteros Postales de Colombia. Manuel Ortiz:Vermeil.
Panama & Related Aerophilately. Allan Harris.
Vermeil.
Moving the Mail in Colombia with the 1917-1938
Definitives. Larry Crain. Vermeil.
Primeros Vuelos Modernos y Commemorativos desdc
y hacia Colombia. Carlos Valenzuela. Silver.
Barranquilla en la llistona de la Filatelia. Felipe Toro.
Silver.
The exhibit of the 1886 Estudio del 5 cv azul de
Bolivar did not arrive and a substitute exhibit of
Colombia Postmaster Provisional Issues by Dieter
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"DE OFICRY" markings of the pre-stamp period thni
the use of official cubiertas. various types of official
use markings on more modem covers to the official
stamps of Colombia and there uses_ Photocopies of
this exhibit. that of Larry Crain and the Barranquilla
exhibit of Felipe Toro have been donated for the
COPAPIiII. library. Photocopies extracted from the
latter exhibit will also be placed in the COPAPI
scrapbooks of 19th century postal markings.
The postal stationery exhibit of Mario Ortiz is a
comprehensive coverage of that interesting subject. I
noted extensive coverage of the 1900 pictorial post
cards, but there were no used CORREO FERREO
envelopes used on the railroads and limited uses of the
CORREO FLUVIAL envelopes for the purpose for
which they were issued.
The Panama airpost exhibit of Allan Harris has very
complete coverage of the period that is shown. It
begins with a cover from the 1918 cross-isthmus flight
autographed by President Bclisario Porras and includes
the pioneer flights with material from both the outward
and inward legs of the flights. Allan spent a lot of time
conversing with the judges and other airpost exhibitors
about the best way to organize the exhibit which is
very close to gold medal level. Both Allan and the
author are having difficulty determining, the early
airmail rates and if any member has information on
this subject with the dates and authority for rate
changes, it will be appreciated. 1 should also mention
that Allan brought the youth exhibits of his two
daughters to be shown at CHICAGOPEX. The oldest
daughter is now S7 and it is interesting to see that she
still finds time for her stamps in those busy teen years.
My exhibit has previously been descnbed. The
addition of a number of better items from the I lelme
sale and from other recent auctions probably helped
raise it to gold medal level. It also received 8 large
vermeil at ESPAMER 98 in Buenos Aires.
I have also previously described Larry Crain's
exhibit which is based on the Colombia Perkin's
Bacon issues. Newly titled and remounted, it was given
a postal history orientation i lowever, a few mint items
and proofs were left in and these may have affected the
medal level. Larry confirms the difficulty of finding
uses on cover of the higher values of the set and of the
three values overprinted for official use.
Carlos Valenzuela's first flights have also been
described in a previous issue.

Bortfeldt was not judged because he already had two
competitive exhibits in the show. The show contained
one frame exhibits, but we had not been informed of
this and there were none from Colombia or Panama.
Two of our exhibits were downgraded at least one
medal level for not conforming to our national
exhibiting standards. Felipe Toro showed a mixture of
Barranquilla postal history and a traditional philately
exhibit of the 1902-1903 Barranquilla issues. He has
fine material including pre-stamp covers, forwarding
agents, stamps used by the British Consular Post and
uses of the 1902-1903 issues on cover at both the 1902
and 1904 inflation rates.
James Johnson's study of 19th century postal
markings on covers and stamps was organized by
postal routes and showed stamps with Bogota
markings at the beginning of each route. The jury
believed this was improper, because it was impossible
to prove that the loose stamps were used on the route
with which they were shown. There was also a problem
with the title of the exhibit which has excellent material
from the 1840-1876 period. By including a kw covers
from earlier and later dates and naming the entire
century in the title, the exhibit is judged in that context
and subject to downgrading for the relatively limited
coverage of the 1800-1840 and 1876-1900 periods_
This exhibit also received an international large
vermeil at ESPAMER 98 in Buenos Aires.
Novice exhibitors and overseas members exhibiting
in the U.S. for the first time are invited to seek counsel
of our experienced U.S. exhibitors to avoid this type of
problem While the medal levels may be a
disappointment to the exhibitors they did not detract
from the benefit to the viewers of seeing the quality
material that they contain.
James Johnson's airmail exhibit contains excellent
coverage of the CCNA and early SCADTA flights. It
also obtained an international gold medal at
ESPAMER 98 in Buenos Aires.
The exhibit of Tom Myers concentrated on the
"MANCOMUN" period in Colombian airmail history.
It is an excellent exhibit with scarce markings and
examples of covers paying high postage rates and
comments of the judges at the critique suggest it might
have received a gold medal had there been another
frame of material.
The official mail exhibit of Dieter Bortfeldt is quite
interesting. It shows a variety of official mail from the
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BOLIVAR: THE STAMPS OF 1879 - 1899 (PART II)
by A_ Hatfield Jr. and Bertram W. H. Poole
each of the five types, frequently show traces of the
previous numerals. and are the simplest test for
differentiating the five varieties in each vertical row.
The main points of difference are as follows:—
Type I. (First row). —There is a dot of color on the
top of the first "8" of the date. and a faint colored dash
over the second "8" but a little to the right.
Type 2. (Second row).—The "1" of the date is
distinctly double and the right end of the line below is
irregular and curves downwards.
Type 3. (Third row).—The space between the upper
and lower segments on the left side of the second "8"
of the date is filled with color.
Type 4. (Fourth row).—A small colon is shown
between the lower parts of the numerals "1" and "8" of
the date and the "0" is irregular in its outline on the
lower left inner side.
Type 5. (Fifth row).—The numerals "18" of the
date are lower than "80". The lower sement of the
first eight is broken on the left side and the line below
is broken in two places.
There are flaws on some of the stamps by means of
which their positions on the sheet can be determined,
but the only one of any importance is g 10 where the
at left is con
ed upward
vertical stroke of the
through the frame.
The 10 centavos.
The five types of this value are a little difficult to
distinguish, the chief points of difference being as
follows:
Type 1. (First Row).—The "0" of "1880" is broken
on the lower right hand side.
Type 2. (Second Row).—The "0" of "1880" is
raised nearly to the top frame line, and there is a small
colored dash under and somewhat to the right of this
numeral.
Type 3. (Third Row). There is a small dash
between the second "8" and the "0" of "1880" which
sometimes looks like a cluster of small dots. There is
also a very tiny colored dot slightly above the center of
the "0".
Type 4. (Fourth Row).—The numerals "18" of the
date are badly formed or have been damaged. The "1"
has a thickening of the lower end and there is a blurred
thickening of the left side of the "8".
Type 5. (Fifth Row). There is a faint colored dash
under and slightly to the right of the first of "1880"
and there is generally a faint microscopic dot to the
right of the "0" of the date about Vffnm. distant from
the numeral.

IV – THE 1880 ISSUE
The 1880 issue consists of six different values, the
5c, 10c, 20c and 40c being of the same designs as the
corresponding denominations of the preceding set. but
with the date altered to "1880", while the 80c and
peso arc similar as regards the portrait. but differ in the
spandrel ornamentation. This latter corresponds to that
of the so-called essays of 1879. The four did not
appear until much later. Indeed, the earliest mention we
can find of them in any of the philatelic journals is
March. 1882.
Like the stamps of 1879 this issue was printed from
lithographic stones, all six values being in sheets of
fifty. an-angcd in five horizontal rows of ten each. The
stones were made up in the same manner as those for
the 1879 series so we again find five minor varicities
of type of each value with the following sheet
arrangement:
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 1
/ 2 2 -) •-) 2 2 2 / 2
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 44
5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5
The similarity between the two issues, 1879 and
1880, is so marked that it is obvious the same methods
were followed in their manufacture and, with necessary
alterations, the same dies were undoubtedly used. The
head die. as we have already explained_ consisted of
the portrait, surrounding inscribed band, and shields
and that this was used for all the values of the 1880
series is proved by the presence of the two small dots
of color on the band of stars described in Chapter III.
That the 1879 border dies were made use of for the
series now under notice will be shown as we deal with
the different denominations.
The 5 centavos.
In the case of the 5c the best evidence we can
adduce in proof of the fact that the same border die
was used lies in a small colored dot shown on the
white line of the lower border immediately underneath
the V of CENTAVOS. This is clearly marked on every
stamp on the sheets of both issues. In making up the
stone for the 5c it is possible the same strip of five
transfers was used as was employed for the 1879
emission, although the small peculiarities
distinguishing types 1, 3 and 5 of the earlier set are not
now visible. But whether the original strip was used or
a fresh one made it is interesting to note that the
alteration of date from 1879 to 1880 was undoubtedly
made on the transfers and not on the original border
die. The result is that the figures of "1880" differ on
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The 20 centavos.
The stone for the 20c follows the same arrangement
and the five types are much easier to identify than
those of the corresponding value of 1879. I lere again
we find the alteration of date was made on the transfer
paper so that not only do the numerals differ on all five
types, but on some (types 2 and 4 in particular) traces
of the original numerals are quite apparent. The
distinguishing marks of die five types are as follows'
Type 1. (First Row).— There is a colored dot above
and to the right of the R of BOLIVAR.
Type 2. (Second Row).—There is a small colored
spot on the colored baclo :ound directly above the head
and touching the outer line of the background.
'type 3. (Third Row).--The uncolored line below
the inscription under the portrait is thickened below U.
DE and touches those letters. In other parts the line is
much too thin and in many respects resembles type 5
of the 1879 series. A tiny colored line crosses the right
hand frame line about the center of the lowest segment
of the shield
Type 4. (Fourth Row).—A tiny colored line projects
diagonally upwards fom the left end of the value tablet.
The - . (r of 1880 is broken on its right side.
Type 5. (Fifth Row).—The white line does not
show at all below E.E. U.U. DE. and there is a large
colored dot on the bottom frame line below the V of
VEINTE.

"'"mil

The 40 centavos.
In making tip the stone for the 40c the same method
was followed and we thus find the numerals of the date
differ in shape on each of the five types. The rail of the
"9" of "1879" is plainly visible under the "0" of
"1880" on type I, and traces of the original figures are
also shown below the "18" of 1880" on type 2. All
five types arc fairly easy to distinguish, the marks of
identification being as follows:—
Type 1. (First Row),—There is a colored line below
the "0" of "1880"
Type 2. (Second Row).—The date slopes
downwards from left to right and there are distinct
colored lines below the figures of "18".
Type 3. (Third Row).—The lower half of the
second "8" of the date is misshapen and the lower of
the two frame lines above is broken just over the same
numeral.
ype 4. (Fourth Row ).—The solid color extends
slightly over the top left corner of the second F of the
inscription above CERTIFICADO. and there is a small
colored dot in the compartment of the band of stars
immediately below that letter.
Type 5. (Fifth Row).—The "1" of "1880" is
distinctly doubled.
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Perforation.
The stamps of this series, like those of 1879, were
all perforated 121/2 by a single line machine.
Imperforate varieties.
'Me 5c on white wove paper entirely imperforate is
fairly common and all the other denominations on this
paper arc also known imperforate. as well as the 20c
error of color which will he alluded to shortly. Among
the stamps on bluish laid paper the 5c, 10c, 20c and
40c are also found imperforate. The remarks made
with regard to the similar varieities of the 1879 issue
equally well apply here_ We have no grounds to
imagine that any of them ever reached Bolivar and
were placed in use and their true status is undoubtedly
that of unfinished stamps.
Error of color.
The 20c of this series, like the corresponding value
of 1879, is known printed in green instead of red.
There seems no reason to believe that any of these
1880 stamps ever reached the Bolivar post-office—in
fact the error does not appear to have been known or
mentioned in any of the philatelic papers until the
remainders were sold in 1894. But. as we shall show
later in dealing with the unfinished double-sheets of
this and the preceding issue, there are good grounds for
the belief that most if not all of the 1879-1880 stamps
were produced at the same time and. that being the
case, as an error of color was made in the 20e stamp of
1879 a corresponding error in the 20c stamp of 1880
was bound to occur. As we have already stated in the
preceding paragraph this error is found imperforate as
well as with the ususal 12 11/2, perforation.
Bisected variety.
Ihe 10c is known bisected diagonally and each half
used as 5c. These bisections seems to have had official
sanction though, strangely enough, these provisionals
were not used until 1890, although no less than four
other dates series had been issued between 1880 and
that date.
The following extract from the -Philatelic Record'
for July 1890 is interesting:
"A correspondent informs us that when as Cartagena
a month or so ago, he found the 10c mauve, dated
/8811, was being employed divided diagonally as 5c
stamps; and he was told by an official in the post
o,ftIce that they had no Sc of any dare on bind, and
that halves of the 10c would continue to he used for
the lower value. He Putrid the other values of various
dates being used indiscriminately—the 80c and I peso
of 1882 and 1883 and the 20c and 40c of various
dates."
Unfortunately we are not told whether it was the

The 80 centavos.
The stone for this value seems to have been made
up in a different manner—like that of the so-called
essay of similar facial value of the 1879 series.
Apparently the stone was made up from a transfer of
the 1879 die with the date removed and the figures
"1880" were then drawn on each of the fifty stamps by
hand. Thus instead of having five fairly easily
distinguished types we have fifty minutely differing
varieties. Indeed the differences are so minute that
written description is hardly practicable. There are
numerous defects and several broken figures. some of
which might easily be mistaken for errors of date. Thus
the fifth stamp on the bottom row plainly reads -188C
while on many of the other stamps the first "8" is so
badly formed that the date might easily be read as
-1380". Both of these were chronicled so long ago as
1892 as errors of date by M. Mocns. but they are due
to nothing more important than small flaws so that
their philatelic importance is slight. A photographic
reproduction might enable the reader to plate this
curious sheet. but a written descrption would entail an
enomious amount of labor and in the end would prove
more or less inadequate.
The 1 peso.
The stone of this denomination seems to have been
made up in the same manner as that for the 80c. That
is to say instead of the five types found in the 5c, 10c,
20c and 411e each stamp on the sheet of fifty appears to
show slight differences. Evidently the stone was made
up from a single transfer and. as in the case of the 80c,
the date was drawn in separately on each stamp.
Numerous defects may be found, especially in the
figures of the date and the frame line enclosing it. Any
one wishing to do so could reconstruct the sheet if
furnished with a good photograph to work from.
Paper.
All six values were printed on ordinary white wove
paper and all except the 80c are also known on bluish
laid paper. When the Sc, 10c, 20c and 40c on the
bluish laid paper were issued is not known for the
philatelic journals of the period seem to have let their
advent pass entirely unnoticed. The I peso on this
paper appears to have been entirely unknown until the
remainders were marketed in 1894, Though a very rare
stamp it is doubtful that it was ever placed on sale in
Bolivar. They can probably best be described as
stamps prepared for use, but never issued. Indeed,
although the 5c. 10e, 20c and 40c values on this paper
are known canceled, it is probable none of them were
ever on sale in Bolivar, but were found among the
remainders in 1894.
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projecting throught the lower frame line between the
figures "80" of the date.
Type C.—The line of shading under the date label
is darker and heavier than in type A and occupies all
the space under the label. The top line of the label is
separated from the vertical line at the right by a space
of about 1/2mm. We have no sheets or larger blocks of
this reprint by means of which it is possible to
reconstruct the sheet arrangement of the types.
The three types of the 20c arc very easily
distinguished; the points of difference being:
Type A.— The top frame line of the date tablet is in
line with the top frame of the entire design.
Type B.—The upper frame line of the date tablet
projects beyond the frame line of the design at its right
end for the space of about I /2nun.
Type C.—ln this type the upper frame line of the
date tablet also projects beyond the frame line of the
design at its right end. but it is much more pronounced.
being lmin. higher.
The three types arc arranged in the sheet as
follows:—
CA B C A B C A B C
BC
BABCA B
AABCAFSCABC
A ABCABCABC
BA B C A B C A B C
The second stamp on the top row differs from other
type A stamps m having an extra line over the date
tablet and almost no line at all at the bottom. Other
defects. however, show that it was made from the
transfer designated as A.
The three types of the 40c arc also quite easily
identified. the main points of difference being as
follows:
Type A.—Therr is is a large colored dot on the left
side of the second 0 of CORREOS.
Type B.—The top frame line of the small date
tablet is damaged at the left and the inner line bends
downwards. There is a colored smudge on the S of
CORREOS.
Type C.—The tail of the second R of CORREOS
has a blot of color on it making it look defective on the
under side. The space between the left vertical line of
the date tablet and the numeral "I" is much narrower
than that between the right vertical Hine and the "0".
'Fhe following shows the sheet arrangement of the
types:
B A B CABCA BC
AA
CABCA BC
CA BCAB C'
A
B A B CABC ABC
A A B CABCABC

variety on white wove or blusih laid paper which was
bisected.
Reprints.
Reprints. or unoflical imitations, of a at milar
character to those found in connection with the 1879
series are also found dated 1880. Those we have met
with are the 40c on white wove paper, and the 5c. 10c.
20c and 40c on blusib laid paper. all being imperforate
and also the 10c on bluish laid paper. perf. 121/2. These
were evidently made at the same time as the similar
frauds dated 1879 for they arc characterised by the
same small omission of the dots front the band of stars
and the stones were also made up from these transfers
for each value instead of strips of five as in the
originals.
The three types of the 5e are as follows:
Type A.—The small label containg the date is
rasied somewhat higher than in the other types. The
frame line just under the date is very heavy and there
are two blotches of color on the circular line below
making an irregular thickening. The right end of the
bottom frame line of the date label is detached from
the vertical line.
Type B.—The small label containing the date is not
raised so high as in type A and as a rule the top line is
doubled though on some specimens it is rather faint.
The bottom line has a wide break and the two short
ends are very heavily drawn. On most of the stamps of
this type there are short colored dashes outside the
vertical frame lines, these being about 1/2mm. distant
from the frames and about loon. below the top of the
design_
Type C.—This type also shows the small dashes
outside the vertical frame lines, but the lines of the date
tablet are thinner and the tablet is narrower, there being
less space between the top and bottom lines than on the
other types. The top does not project so much as m
Types A and B and the lower line, which is somewhat
badly drawn, shows a break under the second "8".
The three types are arranged in sheet as follows:—
C AC A AC A AC A
BACACCABCA
CBCA ACACC A
BCCABCABCA
A ACABC ABCA
The three types of the 10e. may be distinguished by
the following small peculairities:—
Type A.—The small tablet containing the date is
pushed into the floral design causing the ends to curve
upwards. There is a small dash of color outside the left
vertical frame line about I mm. from the top.
Type B.—Then are a number of short vertical lines
below the date tablet, the second one from the right
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and those of the second row -1880". The rows are
separated by a space of about 10 ' ,Aim. The following
diagram shows the arrangement of these sheets:1879 1880 1879 1880 1879 1880 1879 1880
40c
40c
1 DV 1 Oc 20c 20c
5c
5c
40c
40c
10c 10c 20c 20c
5c
40c
40c
Sc
10c
20c 20c
5c
I Oe
40c
40c
5c
5c
I Oc 10c 20c 20c
40c
40c
5c
5c
I Oc 10c 20c 20c
These proofs are found in various colors and on
papers which vary from stiff cardboard to paper like
that used for the stamps themselves. When these proofs
were made we cannot say. but they arc interesting
items for the specialist and our duty is to record such
as we are cognizant of without necessarily expressing
an opinion as to their philatelic merit. We have
considered it best to give a list of the various papers
and colors found in connection with each separate
value in the check list which will be found at the end of
this article.
The proofs of the 80c and I peso were arranged in
sheets of fifty in a similar manner to the sheets of the
stamps, but they do not show such a variation in papers
and colors as the smaller denominations. There is one
exception to this arrangement and that is the I peso of
1879 which is found in single vertical strips of five
stamps. This variety is known printed in the same color
and on similar paper to the issued 1 peso stamp of
1880.
In addition to such varieties as may reasonably be
termed proofs. there arc others to which the term
pnnters' waste or trial impressions can be more
fittingly applied. These consist of impressions printed
on both sides of the paper either in the adopted color
of the stamps or in some fancy color: sometimes the
same value is shown on both sides of the paper and
sometimes two separate varieties in perhaps different
colors are shown. While the philatelic interest of these
items is probably not of a particularly high order we
have, for the sake of completeness, given a complete
list of such varieties as we have seen in the check list.
We have also seen a block of four of the 41k reprint
of 1879 printed in brown on stiff card which has a
crude portrait of a man at the back. In the 1880 reprint
we have the 5c on thick white card, doubly printed on
the face and with offset at the back, and also the same
value with ordinary impression on the face and double
off-set at the back. These are evidently trial
impressions made when the reprints were being
manufactured. Doubtless other varieties exist, though
we have not seen them.

As in the case of the 1879 reprints the bluish laid
paper is quite distinct from the laid paper of the
original stamps. The colors arc also different. being, as
a rule, in much brighter and deeper tints. The 40c, like
the reprint of corresponding value dated 1879 is in a
yellow brown shade never found in the genuine
Sc
stamps
Unfinished double sheets of the 1879-1880 issues.
A few sheets of stamps have conic into our
possession wich seem to indicate that the contractor.
when printing these issues. combined the two dates-probably in order to save expense. We thus have extra
large sheets each containing two panes of fifty stamps,
placed one above the other, the upper pane of fifty
being dated "1879" and the lower one "1880". In these
sheets each stamp is of the same denomination: i.e.
they are all 5c, 20c or as the case may be. They were
probably separated into "post-office" sheets of fifty
stamps and perforated after being separated, for the
ordinary single imperforate sheets exist in larger
quantities than the double sheets of 100 stamps.
Judging from the existence of these large sheets it
seems not unreasonable to suppose that Seebeck
printed supplies of both issues at the same time. This
would result in considerable saving in the cost of
production and as he no doubt had a contract with the
government of Bolivar extending over a number of
years there was no reason why he should not make an
-advance" printing of the 1880 series while he was
producing those for 1879. If this theory is COMO, and
we consider these large double sheets arc strong
evidence in support thereof, then the 20c green errors
of 1880 are easily accounted for. It is obvious that if
this double printing represented the usual method of
procedure, errors of the 1880 stamp must have been
made al the same time as those for 1879. and we have
already shown that the green 20c of 1879 appears to be
a quite legitimate error. These double-sheets were
printed to all sorts of colors and to save undue
complication we have included all that we know of
among the list of proofs in the check list at the end of
this article.
Proofs and printers' waste of the 1879-1880 issues.
In additionto the stamps from large double sheets as
described above_ which. when in colors other than
those chosen for the issued stamps at any rate, may
well be considered as proofs, special plates of forty
stamps were made showing the 5c, 10c, 20c and 40c
values of both series side by side. The arrangement of
these special proof sheets is always the same, there
being two vertical rows of five of each denomination.
the stamps of the first vertical row being dated -1879"

3I

COPACARTA

DECEMBER 1998

COLOMBIA: THE OBLIGATORY TAX FOR A G.P.O. IN BOGOTA
AND THE LITTLE STORY OF A LITTLE STAMP
by Manuel Espejo
perforated stamp in the world. With this stamp
Colombia became the champion of stamp sizes, since
it already held three records: the smallest imperforate
stamp (the Bolivar first issue, Scott 1-3) and the largest
imperforate and perforated stamps (the special
registration stamps known as "cubiertas" which are
listed by Yven and Colombian catalo

A pressing need for a proper General Post Office to
Bogota, and the lack of budgeted funds to erect it,
pushed the Colombian government to levy the
domestic mail in the late 1930s with an additional tax
to provide for the expenses of the building_
Dunng the term of President Eduardo Santos, the
administration authorized the emission of almost One
hundred million stamps to carry out the project. The
stamps were printed by the Litografia Nacional in
Bogota and put in circulation on 16 January 1939
(some sources say 5 December 1938 - a MC, if
available, would settle the controversy) The face values
ranged from 114 centavo to 25 centavos and the
quantity of the latter limits the number of complete sets
to 8000. Figure 1 shows examples of this issue.

From 1950 to 1952 the Amencan Bank Note Co.
supplied engraved stamps of a new design showing. as
usual, the still mythical edifice. The values ranged
from 1 centavo (inflation had rendered the 114 and 1/J
centavos values useless) to 2 pesos. One of these was
a blue 8 centavos stamp (Figure 5) which will be the
protaganist of my little story.
Due to a shortage of postage stamps the surtax
stamps printed by the ABNCo were authorized for use
as regular postage stamps. The 8 centavos did not pay
any current rate at that time. so it was surcharged 5
centavos for airmail service in 1953 (Scott C227) and
2 centavos for "Extra Rapido" service in 1956 (Scott
C283). A small quantity remained unsurcharged,
seemingly without an y practical use because there were
too few for a future surcharge.
linsurcharged stamps were already known to
philatelists, because on some sheets the surcharges
were poorly registered leaving the last column on the
sheet unsurcharged. As a matter of fact. some earlier
catalogs listed the variety as -se-tenant pairs. one
without overprint." Later the unsurcharged stamp was
to he listed as a standard stamp sold to the public.
Philately, like many other human activities, has its
legends. folklore and gossip. This legend starts with
the arrival, just after opening time, of a gentleman at
the Telecom facilities located near 60th Street and
Caracas Avenue in Bogota. The early bird asked the
postal clerk for the available stamps stating that he was
an avid collector interested in buying older issues they
might have in stock. With no one waiting in line, the
postal employee was more than eager to please. He
explained to the potential client that he had just
received the regular parcel to replenish the stock of
stamps from the main office. and proceeded to unpack
and spread out the goods. By sheer chance, among the
material shown there were several sheets of 100 stamps
of the unsurcharged 8 centavos stamp, which the happy
customer bought at once.

A second set of stamps. printed by Thomas De La
Rue of London. was issued on 20 January 1940. The
design was slightly different (Figure 2). and the
number of sets increased to 100,000_ although the
overall quantity of stamps in the issue remained
unchanged.

In the following years more stamps joined the
family. Sometimes they showed different views or
perspectives of the future building, and occasionally
they were mere ove •rints of former issues (Fi gure 31

Among them a blue 5 centavos stamp, Scott 601.
(Figure 4) has the distinction of being the smallest
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Soon after this casual transaction was completed
and the customer had departed. the telephone on the
clerk's desk rang and a distressed voice urged him not
to sell any of the 8 centavos blue stamps. They had
been sent by error. the caller elaborated, a terrible
mistake because they were marked to be kept for the
post office archives. The surprised clerk had to inform
the caller that regretably all of the 8 centavos stamps
were gone. having been sold a few minutes before to
an unknown customer. The call ended quickly. One
person at least, the clerk who sold the stamps. was
upset and worried all day long.
It was public knowledge that a similar blunder had
happened a few month earlier when a few sheets were
sent to a post office in Cali and sold; therefore nobody
reacted in time when the top brass got angry, but to
avoid any additional embarrassing "mistakes" in the
future. all the remaining brothers of the "mischievous"
8 centavos stamp were condemned to be bunted_ The
sentence was executed immediately without review or
appeal.
The reason why some catalogs state that 1000 of the
stamps escaped the surcharges and the tire is
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anybody's guess. but since only 5 or 6 "sheet number
blocks' have been recorded. the surviving stamps may
be somewhat less than the quantity mentioned. Figure
6 shows one of the surviving blocks.
All sources agree on the scarcity of used 8 centavos
stamps. This is understandable because the "elite few"
who bought the stamps from the Post Office and those
who purchased the stamps from them were likely to
have been philatelists who were loath to devalue a rare
mint stamp by using it as postage. Nevertheless, there
is always an exception proving the rule and Figure 6
also shows a registered letter mailed front Cali to
Bogota on 25 January 1956 with an 8 centavos stamp
placed inconspicuously below two 3 centavos stamps
of the same color.
The motive or necessity for using the stamp is
something known only to the sender, but it makes
sense to think that he not only wanted to send the letter.
but also to present a very special postal use to the
addressee. who happened to be a distinguished and
well known philatelist by whom the gift would not
pass utmoticed.
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Although the ABNCo. set (Scott 601-608 plus the 8
centavos value) was intended for use as a surtax, an
official order changed it to regular postage, and
therefore it is not included in the total of 38 stamps
which were issued to fund the General Post Office
construction. This set has three other stamps which are
difficult to find: the 20 centavos brown in mint
condition and the 51) centavos yellow and the 2 pesos
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mint examples of these three stamps. Note the larger
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COLOMBIA THEMATICS, A NEGLECTED SOURCE OF POTENTIAL
EXHIBITS
showing thc Colombian Coat of Arms_ but limiting it
to stamps featuring a bird still leaves a good
assortment. PACIFIC 97 showed that the 1876 5c
condor stamp can be an important part of a gold medal
exhibit of this theme. The 1935 ten pesos is a scarce
stamp. Is an example known used on cover? Most of
the rest of the Colombian bird stamps are more modern
issues. The challenge would be to find covers
illustrating their use.
BOLIVAR
There is plenty of material relating to him from the
Republic and in addition there are the Seebeck issues
of the State/Department of Bolivar with his portrait.
The 50c stamps of the 1903 Barranquilla issue can be
found on both regular and inflation covers. The three
stamps of the 1910 centenary act offer a challenge. Do
the I P and 10P exist on cover? There is quite a bit of
mid-20th century material and a good range of modem
material.
CATHOLICISM
There is a good range of material showing
churches, sacred paintings, religious orders, papal
visits and conferences. This can be supplemented with
mail to and from various catholic church organizations.
COFFEE
This material could be shown as part of a flora
exhibit, but I believe there is adequate material to
support this more specialized theme. Because of the
importance of coffee to the Colombian economy there
is quite a bit of ancillary material, including the wellknown coffee advertising slogan cancels.
FAUNA
There is a good range of material with both
domestic and wild animals. Most of it is modem and
the challenge would be to find a good range of uses on
cover.
FLORA
This popular topic has plenty of material.
especially the ever popular orchids. There is an
interesting group of mid-century material with plenty
of production files items. Again the challenge would
he to find a good range of uses on cover.
GEOGRAPHY
Under this topic I would show the various map
stamps, the departmental pictorial issues and the
various cities which have been commemorated by
showing their coats of arms or city views. There is
plenty of material and the challenge would be to select
the best mix for an exhibit.

Generally_ collectors of thematics collect stamps
from many countries which fit their theme. It is often
difficult to select the material to exhibit, because there
is too much available. ihere is another way to collect
and exhibit thematics and that is to choose stamps of
just one country which related to the chosen topic.
Colombia is a country which lends itself very well to
such exhibits. In my opinion all that is required is a
theme for which there arc 25 or more stamps.
Preferably some of these should be classic issues. but
that is not essential.
The key point to remember is that a quality thematic
exhibit shows not just mint stamps, but production file
material such as proofs, essays and artwork, and
examples of uses of the stamps on cover. It can also
include other covers related to the theme. For example:
a thematic exhibit on coffee can include
correspondence to or from coffee growers or their
trade organizations. The stamps produced by the
ABNCo. and Waterlow during the middle of the
century offer a good range of production file items,
many of which appear in our mail bid sales Many of
the thematic stamps are relatively modem. It may not
always he easy to find uses on cover, other than first
day covers. Some of the stamps were issued in
denominations which were not used on foreign mail
and it uncertain how many covers from domestic mail
have been preserved. 'To show the covers intelligently
an exhibitor would need to he familiar with postage
rates since 1940, a subject on which there are few
published references
This article examines fifteen potential themes.
•
Birds
•
Bolivar
Catholicism
•
•
Coffee
•
Fauna
Flora
•
•
Geography
•
Higher Education
History
•
•
Minerals
•
Painting
•
Pre-Colombian Artifacts
•
Red Cross
•
Sports
•
Transportation
B1 RDS
Obviously this thematic could include stamps
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HIGHER EDUCATION

colomhian artifacts which included Colombian
material. It showed only mint stamps. They were
beautiful, but it received only a bronze award, since it
showed no ancillary material or examples of use.
Colombia has issued many beautiful stamps on this
theme which would make an exhibit that would be
popular with the public. even if not with the judges.
The series of articles by our member Larry Crain
which appeared in Codex Filatelico some years ago
provides valuable background information for this
thematic.

This is one of my favonte thematics. not
particularly, popular and seldom if ever the subject of
an exhibit. It is also a thematic that requires research.
I would show not only the stamps that depict
institutions of higher education. but also those that
depict members of the faculty and graduates. There is
a good opportunity to find ancillary material. One of
my 1890's covers shows free franking afforded to such
an institution. Are there other similar covers?

HISTORY

RED CROSS.

There is ample material which depicts Colombian
history from pre-Colombian tribes. thru the discovery
of America, the exploration and European settlement
of Colombia, the wars of independence and the history
of the republic. Again this is a theme for which there
may be too much material. Perhaps it should be limited
to the history prior to independence. Ancillary material
would include covers to and from important figures in
that history. The Bolivar theme is a sub-set of this.
There may also he enough material to have a thematic
exhibit devoted to General Santander.

The bulk of an exhibit on this theme would be
composed of the Red Cross postal tax stamps and their
uses. To these can be added provisional Red Cross
covers and of course mail to and from Colonthian Red
Cross organizations. An expansion would be to include
material relating to Red Cross disaster relief after
natural disasters such as earthquakes, floods and
volcanic eruptions. There might not be enough material
in this thematic to support a five frame exhibit. It could
be expanded by adding other medical related material
such as Anti-Tuberculosis, Anti-Malaria and Anti-Drug
campaigns.

MINERALS.
Most of the available material relates to gold
mining and petroleum production with a small amount
related to emerald mining. This theme can be
broadened to include the provincial post that serviced
the Atrato gold mining area and the El Dorado local
post material. As a dealer I have searched for uses of
the gold mining stamps on cover for thematic
collectors and can report that they are scarce, but do
exist.
PAINTING
Colombia has issued quite a large number of
stamps showing paintings, many by Colombian
painters. These could make an interesting and
informative thematic exhibit. They could also be
exhibited as the core of a Fine Arts thematic exhibit
with the addition of music and literature, categories in
which there is not probaly enough material for a
separate exhibit.

SPOR'ES.
This comes late on the alphabetical list. but there
is probably more material available for this theme than
any other. There have been numerous issues
commemorating national, regional and international
sporting events beginning with the 1935 Barranquilla
games and the 1937 Manizaies games. The former is a
long set and examples of uses of the higher values arc
not plentiful. The latter has extensive production file
material.

TRANSPORTATION
This theme includes riverboats. highways. railroads
and air transportation. There is classic railway material
on the stamps of Santander, especially the 1904 issues
for the Yrovincia de Cucuta. The theme can include
both the Servicio Ferree and Servicio Fluvial postal
stationery. It can also include many of the stamps of
the local express companies.

PRE,-COLOMBIAN ARTIFACTS.
I have seen an exhibit of Latin American pre-

A MEETING AT THE APS SPRING MEETING IN ORLANDO FL IN
FEBRUARY. THE MEETING WILL BE HOSTED BY VICE- PRESIDENT, DEBBIE FRIEDMAN WHO
WILL SPEAK ON THE TOPIC "SOME NEGLECTED ASPECTS OF COLOMBIAN COLLECTING." AT
THIS TIME THE DATE AND TIME. OF THE MEETING ARE NOT KNOWN. THOSE ATTENDING THE
SHOW SHOULD CHECK THE SUM% PROGRAM AND PUBLICITY IN THE PHILATELIC PRESS.
COPAPIIIL WILL HAVE
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COLOMBIA: THE POSTMASTER'S PROVISIONAL ISSUES OF TUMACO
Rand a period under the o of N' The reprint (forgery?)
is less clearly printed, especially the R, and ihe period
under the a is missing. The rule comprising the outer
border is also different (Figure 3).

For various reasons it was not uncommon for post
offices in Colombia to run out of some denominations
of postage stamps. The postal laws of the countr y
covered this situation by authorizing postmasters and
postal agents to write on mail No hay esiamptilas.
Pago (amount) E1 agente postal (Nacional)." This
translates as "There are no stamps. Yard
The
(National) Postal Agent. - Many postmasters used a
rubber stamp rather than writing the words. and
normally signed the statement.
Although contrary to the postal laws, some
postmasters produced labels that were affixed to
envelopes to donote payment for the postage had been
collected. These labels have become known as
Postmaster's Provisionals and those emanating from
the town of Tumaco are the subject of this article.
Every one is typeset.
The first series of labels known was issued in 1901
when the local postal agent was Manuel E. Jimenez.
They were printed in black on white paper in sheets of
twelve labels (3x4) (Figure 1). The denominations are
lc, 2c, 2 Vse. 5c, 10c, 20c, 50c, W and SP. The labels
were issued imperforte and also perforated 12 with the
sheet edges imperforate. A constant variety in position
2 of the sheet, certainly on the lc and 2c values, is no
period after E in the agent's name. Values above 10c
are scarce. Some of the higher values were printed with
mixed denominations in the sheet and a horizontal setenant pair of Sc and 10e is known.

RepUblica. de Colombia

Tumaco
/ -1 ....
DIE z GEN/MVOS
Republica de Colombia

'ruin

a co

INT°
DI E

GE UNA VOS.

Figure 4 (next page) shows a cover from i he recent
COR1NPHILA auction with eight of the nine values of
the 1901 label plus the registration stamp.
The year 1902 saw the appearance of a 20c label
inscribed with a new postal agent's name. that of 1.
ORTIZ V. (Figure 5). This label was printed in black
on white and on bright yellow paper. Only three copies
have so far been recorded, one on white and two on
yellow paper including a cover addressed to
Barba coas.
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(Editor's note: Tumaco and Barbacoas were
occupied by the rebels during the latter part of 1901
and part of 1902 and it is possible that these stamps
originated with a rebel provisional government. It is
not known whether the Pacific Steam Navigation Co.
ships continued to call at Tumaco during the period of
rebel occupation. There may have been no overseas
mail service during this period, except by sending
letters thru Ecuador.)
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Also in 1901 a 10c provisional registration lavel
was issued, printed in black on white paper (Figure 2),
Normally imperforate it has been reported perforated
12. The original label had sharp lines of shading in the
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The final issue emanating from Tumaco was in
January 1913 and comprised the values Ic black on
buff paper, 2c black on rose paper and 5c black on
blue paper (Figures 9, 10 nd II). The 5c exists on
grey-blue paper with blue lines much farther apart.
Some slight variations exist of the rule forming the
outer frame of the labels. Originally thought to have
been prepared but not issued, postally cancelled copies
are now known. They are slimed by (Domingo) Duque
Jurri'mef. who was the postal agent at the time.
Grateful thanks are given to Dieter Bortfeldt for
some of the detail in this article. the writer will he very
pleased to receive any additional information about
these or other issues from Tumaco

In March 1912 two more labels were produced
inTumaco with values of le and 2c. Both were printed
in black the former on white wove paper and the other
on pale turquoise-green paper. (Figures 6 and 7}.
Although no postal agent's name is included in the
design, used copies are invariable signed by ./urge
(sometimes just J) l'osado E. This issue includes some
interesting varieties, which are common to both values.
'There are two different H's in Hay, one narrow and the
other broader with a higher crossbar. The date 1912
exists with the numerals close and spaced. These
varieties are shown in Figures 6 and 8. The Ic with
narrow H and close numerals also exists with a tall
figure of value. Figure 6 has this variety.
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No hay estampIllas
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THE MARKET REPORT
plate of the 20c, Scott 26b, estimated at $3400,did
not sell.
• Lot 4149. The 1864 10e, Scott 31, used on a cover
to Paris sold for $2380 versus an estimate of $1375.
• Lot 4151. Two copies of the 1864 10c, Scott 3 I. on
a certified cover from Bogota to Santa Marta sold
for $3740 versus an estimate of $2975.
• Lot 4163. A reconstruction of the top half of the
sheet of the 1865 I peso, Scott 42, sold for $1615.
• Lot 4194. A Scott C la aimail cover, estimated ai
$4250 did not sell. A Cl cover also did not sell.
• Lot 4201. Scott C7 on a large part of a cover sold
for $2550.
• Lot 4205. Scott CIO used on piece sold for $1785.
• Lot 4214. An unissued "imicolor" sheet of 68,
Sanabria 16 with four types sold for $1105. This
sheet is priced at $6700 in Sanabria.
• Lin 4222. A mint sheet of 25 of the S peso olive
green of the 1921 SCADTA issue. estimated at
$6375, did not sell. Scott catalog value as singles is
$7500.
• Lot 4275. A lot of 70 Cauca "no hay estampillas"
labels and provincial post issues sold for $1275
versus a $340 estimate.
• Lots 4261-4. These four lots make up a complete
used set of Antioquia 1-4. They sold for a total of
$1643 versus estimates of $1153. Current Scott
value of the set is $1675.
• Lot 4486. A rejoined strip of three of the 1861 I P.
Scott 18. with an ms. Pamplona cancel across the
three stamps sold for $2550 versus a $2125
estimate.
• Lot 4541. The 1864 10c, Scott 3 I, used on a letter
from Cileuta to Maracaibo. Venezuela sold for
$1275.
• Lot 4617. The 1859 20c, Scott 6. used on with a
"9" cancel. 1124-1125. The two recorded covers of
the 1915 Sc blue with inverted center. Scott 210a.
$1265 and $1155. Scott value $650 off-cover.
• Lots 4625-4643 were lots of stamps with
miscellaneous town and ms. cancels, including a
number of scarcer items. Only one of the 19 lots
were sold.
The October Shreve's sale contained two of the
Panama used in Cauca covers that were offered in the
Helme sale. Apparently the two covers were returned
by the purchasers. The reruns included the cover sent
from Pasto to Buenaventura and the I peso cover from
Barbacoas that I commented on in the previous issue.
The former sold for $10(x) and the latter for $750.,

The 107th CORINPHILA sale 13-19 September
included a large Colombia collection offered in 613
lots. Dollar purchasers in this sale were quoted a rate
of 'S.F. = $.74. Adding the 15% purchasers fee to
the hammer price gives a dollar cost of $.851 per
Swiss franc. I have rounded this to .85 in the prices
shown below. As in last year's sale, there were a large
number of unsold lots. Only 348 were sold. Most lots
sold at or near the catalog estimates. 56 of the 65
airmail lots were sold. Three of the eight lots with presale estimates of S.F. 5000 or more did not sell.
• Lot 4037. Pair of Scott #1 on piece with Scott #4
with YBAGUE FRANCA cancel sold for $2720.
• Lot 4038. A strip of five of Scott #1 cancelled by
two strikes of the boxed Medellin date stamps sold
for $1530.
• Lot 4039. A strip of six of Scott #1 with each stamp
cancelled with a "0" sold for $4420.
Lot 4042. A block of four of the 1859 5c blue with
the position 12 tete-bechc, Scott 2a, sold for $8500.
• Lot 4046. A copy of Scott 3b, the 5c blue with the
error "20" corrected to "50" (one of three known).
estimated at $8500, did not sell.
• Lot 4051. Scott (#4 on a cover to Bogota with ms.
La) Mesa sold for $3750. A similar cover was
offered as lot 4052, but did not sell.
• Lot 4057. Scott 4+4a on a cover from Honda to
Bogota, estimated at $12,500 did not sell. Photo on
front cover of this issue.
• Lot 4065. A pair of Scott #7, the IP red with CALI
MBE cancel with the DEBE defaced sold for
$2210 versus an estimate of $8511,
• Lot 4080. A mint strip of three of the 1860 10c
with the center stamp tete bechc, Scott 1 la, sold for
$7650.
• Lot 4087. The 1860 20c, Scott 12, used on a cover
with HONDA FRANCA cancel sold for $3750.
• Lot 4102. A pair of the 1861 5c on cover with "0"
cancels sold for $3400.
• Lot 4107. A pair of the 1861 10c on fragment with
ms. La Mesa) cancel sold for $1785 versus a
$1063 estimate.
• Lot 4126. A pair of the 1861 20c on piece with oval
BOGOTA cancel sold for $5525 versus an estimate
of $3400.
• Lot 4129. A block of four of the 1862 50c green
with fancy "TUNIA cancel sold for $3060.
• Lot 4135. Copies of Scott 23, 30 and 31 used on a
piece with Popayan ms. cancel sold for $3570.
• Lot 4141. A used copy of the 1863 error. 50c in the
38
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FORGERIES AND REPRINTS
PANAMA - 4TH COLON OVERPRINTS
Heydon dates the 4th Colon overprint from
February 1904. Since the printed third Colon overprint
was available it was considered speculative from the
time it was first reported_ Barrels attributed it to the
Colon postmaster. Stamps with the overprint are
known on cover. 'rile covers in the Heinle collection
were generally dated in the fall of 1904 or the spring
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of 1905. The overprint is also found on a variety of
stamps with the fowth Panama overprint and on some
stamps with the third Colon overprint.. Examples from
the COPAPHil. reference collection are shown below.
The 50c values occur on both the wove and pelure
paper stamps of the 1887- g issue.
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PREGUNTAS
The illustrated Panama postal stationery envelope shows a clear strike of a boxed cancel -ADMON DE
CORREOS I5RBANOSI MAY 29 19111 NAV. NAL.. PANAMA. - Can any member supply information Idiom
the latter organization?

A notice in the Panama Canal Spillway, Friday August 28, 1998 reports that the operations of the Marcos A.
Gelabert Airport also known as Painlla airport will be moved to the former U.S. Atbrook Air Force Station. The
airport is being moved due to the lack of physical space in its current location. B11 million are being spent to
house new facilities. This airport serves light planes and was the terminal for flights to the San Bias islands and
Isla C'ontadora. At this writing the date of the move is not known. h is not know if there are postal facilities at the
airport.

(The editor has connections to Paitilla as the road along the coast behind the airport was a good place to park when
one was dating in the 1950's. The instrument repair facility at the airport was owned and operated by my brotherin-law for many years.1
-

CLASSIFIED
Classified per line, one issue 5.50, four issues $1.50.
Business cards; one issue $1.50, four issues $5.00.
PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE. CUPACAR1A, Volumes I thru VII; per volume U.S. $12.00, Canada $13.00,
Foreign $15.00; complete set U.S. $76.00. Canada $82.00. Other $95.00: Volumes VIII thru XIV: per volume U.S.
58.00, Canada $9.00, Other $11.00; complete set U.S. $50.00, Canada $57.00, Other $69.00. Portal HigThry and
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of the U.S. or Canada). Prices include airmail postage. Send orders and checks payable to Robert A. D'Llia to
COPAPHW library c/o 1290 Howard Ave. Suite 321, Burlingame CA 94010.
Indef
FOR SALE. Several copies of John Myer's "Snidies in the Philately of Colombia", 86 pages, paper hound. Postpaid
in the U.S. SIU: Outside U.S $12. R.L. Mitchell. 84 Wellington Road. Garden City NY 11530. 12/98
WANTED. Urgently consular ink ovpt tine used EU 5c, 15c NY, GB 20eR, 3P, Sr, Colin Ross 3 Staple (lose, West
Quarstoxheack 'Taunton TA4 41)F, England.
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Aerogram sent bye member of the Colombian Battalion of the Ut4EF 1 q May 1997
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COPAPHIL NEWS
NEW MEMBERS (thru 1 March)
360
ROSS, Joe

8036 Rio Linda Blvd

Elverta CA 95826

USA

CHANGES OF ADDRESS
C46
KEELER, Davis

101 Orange St.

Ashland OR 97520

USA

REINSTATED
C40
HIERSEMAN, Wayne

2121 Winding -till Rd

Davenport IA 52807

_ USA

Bob has been librarian since 1981 and we need to keep
hint happy. We hold the most complete collection of
references relating in the philately of Colombia and
Panama, ineudine, publications in Spanish and German
as well as English. that has ever been assembled in one
place . However, like most philatelic libraries ours is
underutilized.
The latest edition of the "Main Sheer published
by member Brian Moorhouse contains an article on the
postal rates of Ecuador in the UPU period Brian
extracted his data from the book "UPU Postal Ratespublished by Postillion publications. This book is
essentially just a compilation of a series of U.P.U. rate
tables that were published annually from 1881-1953.
It would be a real service if a member with access
to this publication would make a similar extract for
Colombia and Panama. As Brian shows in his Ecuador
article, the tables may not be completely correct, since
they reflect the information furnished to the U.P.U. by
its member countries. but at least they provide a basis
for beginning a postal rate study.

Mr. Ross collects Colombia and Panama revenue
stamps and stamped paper and Panama telep-aph
stamps. He purchased the Revenue holding of the late
Dr. lames Helnie and is working with David Leeds and
other members to prepare a catalog of Panama revenue
stamps. Any other members interested in this area are
invited to contact him so that the catalog can be as
complete as possible when it is published.
We have received photocopies of the exhibits of
four of members for our library. These are the
Barranquilla exhibit of Felipe Toro, the official mail
exhibit of Dieter Bortfeicit, the 1899-1903 Colombia
issues exhibit of Norbert Bork and the 1917-1918
Colombia issues of Larry CraM. 1 have added copies of
my Colombia 1886-1899 Postal History and Civil War
Postal History exhibits. These six photocopied exhibits
will join a number of earlier donations in our library,
among them the Columbian pre-stamp postai history
exhibit of the late Kaarlo Anttila.
Our librarian. Robert D'Elia is happiest when he
receives a lot of requests for material from the library.
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
by Jim Cross
published monthiy by Bob karrer. This group is
interested in all types of collectibles of the Panama
Canal and Canal Zone. While Bob's articles usually are
chiefly concerned with Canal Zone topics they are
interesting background for Panama collectors. Recent
issues have discussed the coaling stations at Cristobal
and Balboa. firs: day cachets for the recent U.S.
Panama Canal stamp and mueh more. 'Die dues are $8
for U.S. residents. If you are interested in joining
contact him at 17 Wentworth Street, Charleston SC
29401.
Our cover photo is an item from the Official Mail
exhibit of Dieter Borrfeldt. Mail from the various
Colombia contingents that have served with United
Nations police activities are quite scarce and in
considerable demand by United Nations collectors.
We have received approval to hold our next
general meeting at WESTPEX 2000 in San Francisco.
This show is usually held in the latter pan of April. At
this writing I do not have the exact dates. The Canal
Zone Study Group will also be meeting at that show.
Quite a number of individuals are member of both
organizations and I hope this can be the first of a senes
of joint meetings. 100 exhibit frames will be reserved
for members of the two groups. The American
Revenue Association will also be meeting at the show
and it will be a good opportunity for members to
exhibit Colombia and/or Panama revenue stamps and
stamped paper. We also contacted the SANDICAI. and
SESCAL committees. but both have a full slate of
participating societies for their 2000 shows We held
our first meeting in 1984 at WESTPEX. That was just
after the fire at the Cathedral Hill hotel and the show
was held at the Oakland Covention Center. The
WESTPEX show has a reputation for offering the
highest quality bourse on the west coast. Our member,
Brian Moorhouse. has been a regular there.
I began work on the draft judging manual for
Colombia and Panama exhibits, but it is not yet
completed. i am preparing it in webpagc format, so
that it can be placed on the Internet after it is approved.
I will be on vacation for most of the month of May and
this may delay the June issue by a week or so. I will try
to have as much as possible drafted before I leave.

1 have devoted a large part of this issue to the
article by Federico A. Brid which documents
previously unreported use of the Panama state stamps
as provisional Colombian national stamps during the
period in 1883 after Colombia joined the UPU.
Obviously the tuitional postal authorities seriously
underestimated the quantity of stamps that would be
required in the Panama post office.
I have published the article in the full page forntat
in which it was prepared by Federico rather than in our
standard two column format. Those of you who have
not been involved in editing a publication may be
surprised to learn that the standard in the printing
industry for easy reading is that text should Itoi be
wider than the width of 44 ems (44 letter M's in the
font in which it is being printed). That is the reason
why a single column publication such as the
Collector's Club Philatelist leaves such wide margins
on its pages.
I have also deviated from the usual organization in
which the Classified Ads arc at the end of the
publication so that the article will lead directly into the
color page which shows three gems from the collection
of David Leeds. The bottom printed matter cover is
particularly noteworthy, the only recorded printed
matter cover from Panama with the 1881 issue stamps.
It is not known if there are covers from other pans of
Colombia showing this franking. if anyone has such a
cover they are urged to send a photocopy to the editor.
The issue also has another installment of the article
on the Bolivar Seebeck issues. These two articles take
up most of the available space, so several of the regular
features have been omitted. These will return in the
next issue.
The first week in December I visited the semiannual San Diego Post Card show. This show has
about 25 dealers. I did not see a single picture post
card from Panama postmarked before 1906 and very
few which were postmarked before 1920. There were
no post cards from Colombia postmarked before 1914.
Probably 75% of the post cards offered for sale were
unused. There are many views of Panama and the
canal. some of which seem to be quite common.
We continue to receive exchange copies of the
newsletter of the Isthmian Collector's Club which is
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SALES MANAGER'S REPORT
Four additional lots from Mail Bid Sale 18 were
sold for the reserve amounts bringing total sales to
84766.50. Commissions and proceeds of a
COPAPHIL owned lot Totalled 5485.65. Expenses
were 580.82.There were 9 consinors and 25
successful bidders. 107 of 211 lots were sold. The
prices realixed in Sale 18 are being distributed with this
issue.
The catalog of mail bid sale 19 (a Panama only
sale) is enclosed. It contains over 200 Sots including a
number consigned by the purchasers of several of the
large lois in the I lelme sale. All correspondence
recording this sale should he sent to Patrick LaMastus.
Panama Sales Manager. Patrick has not included
photocopies in the catalog, but will scan lots upon

request and pine them on his webpagc where they can
be viewed in color. The sale will close on 15 April
1999. The next Colombia sale will he held in October.
The catalog will be mailed with the September 1999
issue of COPACARTA. Lots for this sale should be
sent to the editor at Box 2245 El Cajon CA 92021 to
arrive between I and 15 August.
Several of our members have ignored the
instructions in this column and have already sent in lots
for Snle 20. The amount of our insurance policy is
limited and the coverage cannot begin until the
previous sale is completed and all lots have been
dispatched and received. Please observe the dates
listed.

TREASURER'S REPORT
INCOME STATEMENT 1 JUL TO 31 DEC 1998

BALANCE SHEET AS OF 31 DEC 1998

INCOME
Membership Dues
Contributions
Publications Sales
COPACARTA Ads
Investment Income
TOTAL INCOME

ASSETS
Cash in Bank
Petty Cash
Library Cash Account
Investments
TOTAL ASSETS

EXPENSES
Printing
Postage
Supplies
Library Expense
Computer Expense
Mail Sales Expense
TOTAL EXPENSES

1506.00
385.00
252.50
6.00
325.97
2475.47

LIABILITIES
Prepaid Dues
Undistributed Sales Proceeds
TOTAL LIABILITIES

671.05
330.06
21.54
18.53
150.00
1232
1272.00

RESERVES
Balance l Jul 1998
Net Income YTD
TOTAL RESERVES

Library Activity not included

TOTAL LIABILITIES & RESERVES
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4940.11
56.82
326.00
11._4I8.5$
16.741.51

684.65
3286.70
3971.35

11.566.69
1.203.47
12.770.16
16.741.51
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BOLIVAR: THE STAMPS OF 1879 - 1899 (PART III)
by A. Hatfield Jr. and Bertram W. H. Poole
V – THE LARGE STAMPS OF 1882.
In 1RRI the necessity for stamps of a higher facial
value than 1 peso became apparent and steps were
taken to provide 5 and 10 pesos denominations. After
due consideration a very handsome design was chosen
and as each of the values is printed in two colors from
engraved plates they niake a strikingly handsome pair.
The design shows a three-quarter face portrait of
Bolivar on a ground of crossed horizontal and diagonal
lines in the centre. This medallion is egg-shaped. the
smaller end being the base, while around it is a border
of pairs of horizontal lines. This centerpiece is printed
in red for the 5 pesos and blue for the 10 pesos and as
the space alloted to it in the main portion of the design
is smaller than its superficial area it projects on to the
border to a greater or lesser extent. The border, in blue
for the 5 pesos and maroon for the I0 pesos, is a
beautiful piece of machine engraving. We need hardly
enter into a detailed description for the illustrations
accompanying this article are more eloquent than any
written description. The stamps were placed in issue
about November 1882, and, according to M. Moens
they were engraved and minted by the American Bank
Note Company of New York. It seems much more
probable, however, that they were manufactured by the
older Hamilton Bank Note Company with which Mr.
Seebeck was professionally connected (this company
has been out of existence for a number of years and is
not the one now bearing the same name). These two
stamps are of especial interest as being the only ones of
Bolivar printed by any process other than lithography.
They were printed in sheets of sixty arranged in six
horizontal rows of ten each. There are no marginal
inscriptions or marks other than the small "register"
marks in the side margins.

use for we notice in the earliest record we can find of
their issue that the 5 pesos was recorded as pert. 12
and the 10 pesos as pert. 16. The 5 pesos is known
pert 14 all round and the 10 pesos rouletted. These are
exceedingly rare.
Imperforate varieties.
Although both varieties are found entirely
imperforate we hardly think that any were ever sent to
Bolivar in this state. like the imperforate values of the
preceding issues they can best be described as
unfinished stamps.
Essays.
While these stamps were under consideration it is
probable several essays were produced, but the only
ones we have seen were printed by lithob,naphy in two
colors and show as a central theme a profile portrait of
Bolivar (exactly similar to that shown on the stamps of
1879-80) surmounted by the Colombian Arms. The
border is of a somewhat elaborate character as shown
in the accompanying illustrations. The 10 pesos differs
from the 5 pesos in that the inscription at the base.
"D1EZ 10 PESOS" is on a scroll instead of a straight
tablet. In all other essential particulars the design is the
same for both. In the specimens we have, the head and
arms an the 5 pesos are printed in blue while the
border is in carmine, and in the 10 pesos the colors are
reversed, the portrait and arms now being in can-nine
and the frame in blue. Other color combinations
probably exist for M. Moens reported having received
10 proofs of these essays in various colors; it being at
first supposed by European collectors that this design
had been definitely adopted. We have proofs of these
essays in black on cardboard that seem to be of two
kinds —one white and one buff or yellowish. Perhaps
the color of the latter may be due to age or some
accidental treatment it may have received. We have a
block of four on the white card arranged as follows:5p. 10p.
5p. lop
while on the buff card we have a pair-5p. 10p.
Probably these have been cut from larger sheets.
PROOFS
We have a number of proofs of both the 5 and 10
pesos printed in all sons of color combinations. Some
are printed on India paper and others are on cardboard.
Many (perhaps all) of the latter are not printed direct
on the cardboard, but are on a thin paper which has
been pasted down so carefully that the effect is the
same as if the impressions had been applied directly to
the thicker substance. We have a specimen of the 10
pesos on India paper with the frame printed in greylilac and with the centre. which is in carmine, inverted.
We give a list of all the varieties we have seen in the
checklist at the end of this article.

Paper.

Both denominations were printed on a hard white
wove paper which occasionally shows the
manufacturers' trade mark. This consists of the
inscription "CRANE &: CO. DALTON, MASS. MI
in double lined letters and numerals, about 3/8 in. high.
'I his watermark is 9 7/8 in. long so that it extends
through all the stamps of a horizontal row.
Perforation.
Both values are know perf. 12 all round and pe lf,
16 all round, both varieties being the work of single
line machines. The 5 pesos with the 16 guage is
considerably scarcer than the same value pert. 12,
while in the case of the 10 pesos the perf. 12 is half as
rare again as the pert: 16. This applies to unused
stamps. In used condition both perforations are of
about the same value on the 10 pesos while in the 5
pesos the perf 12 is about three times as scarce as the
pert. 16. Both varieties were probably in concurrent
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(EDITOR'S NOTE: The illustrations mentioned in the
text above are not in the copy of the original article
that is in our library. I include photos of the two basic
stamps, but no photos of the essays are available).

The S centavos.
Transfer Types:
Type I. The nghl lower point of the star above
the (' of COLOMBIA is elongated and touches the
color below.
Type 2. There is a small colored dot on the S of
CORREOS. another on the vertical stroke of the L of
COLOMBIA near the lop of the letter, and there arc
colored dots within both curves of the S of
CEN't AVOS and also one under that letter.

T.

VI. The 1882 ISSUE.
About the time of the appearance of the large 5 and
10 pesos stamps a new issue of the lower values was
made though there can hardly have been any necessity
for a change considering the same portrait was retained
and the same colors were used. The "Phaluielic
Record" for December 1882. mentioned the receipt of
the new set "consisting of six values, all of which
differ the one from the other, except as regards the
central portrait of the immortal Liberator, on a ground
of horizontal lines, which is common to each. The
circular frame around the portrait is the same in all the
values except the 40 centavos. The upper curve is
inscribed CORREOS DE BOLIVAR in white Roman
capitals ors color, and the lower one is divided into two
bands, the lower one of color inscribed in white block
letters EE DU. DE 1882 COLOMBIA, and the upper
one white, with nine colored stars. The upper and
lower legends are separated by a shield on either side,
blazoned with the Arms of the State. In the center,
above and below the circle are cartouches, differing in
shape for each value, containing the numerals of value
on colored ground. Ornamental scrolls and labels at the
bottom of each stamp are inscribed with the value in
hill, and the decoration of the borders and spandrels of
each value is different. The 40 centavos is somewhat
differently arranged from the others, and has the
additional inscription CERTIFICADA in a straight
label al the bottom."
The only correction we have to make to the above
is with regard to the date "1882". This is in colored
numerals on a white tablet in each case.
All six values were printed from lithographic stones
in sheets of fifty, arranged in five horizontal rows of
ten stamps each. The lithographic stones in each
instance were made up from two transfers differing
from one another in small particulars, so that we have
two minor types of each denomination. These types
were arranged in a most haphazard fashion as we shall
show by diagrams illustrating the settings of each
value.

T2.

The types are distributed on the sheet in the
following curious manner:
1 1 2 1 1 2 1 2 1 1
2 2 1 2 2 1 1 2 2 1
1 1 2 1 2 1 I 1 2
2 1 2 2 1 2 2 1 2
22 2 1 2 2 2 2 1 2
Total: 24 type I and 26 type 2 stamps on a sheet.
The 10 centavos.
Transfer Types:
Type 1. A colored dash is shown in the space
occupied by the star above the C of COLOMBIA. This
dash is close to the space line to the left of the star and
it extends diagonally upwards to the right.
Type 2. The end of the nose has a luminous
effect, but the easiest test for this variety is the absence
of the mark distinguishing type I.

Sheet Arrangement:
I 2 1 2 1 2 1 1 2 1
2 1 1 2 2 I 1 2 2 1
I 2 2 2 1 1 2 1 1 2
1 2 2 2 2 2 1 12 1
1 2 2 1 1 I 2 i 2 I
Total: 26 type 1 and 24 type 2 stamps on a sheet.
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The 20 centavos.
Transfer Types:
Type 1. There is a small colored dot !'zrnm.
outside the right frame line opposite the middle of the
shield.
Type 2. The outer line of the lett hand shield is
broken in the center.

11 trnql!n-ItA
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Sheet Arrangement:
2 1 2 1 2
1 2 2 1
I 1 12
I 1 1 2 2
2 1 2 1
1 1 2 2 1
2 2 2 1 2 2 2 2 I 1
1 2 1 2 2 2 2 I 1 I
Total: 26 type I and 24 type 2 stamps on a sheet
The I peso.
Transfer Types:
Type I. The top of the B of BOLIVAR is
divided from the uncolored line above it by a very thin
line of color which is often broken so that in some
cases the 13 and the line are joined. The same applies to
the C of COLOMBIA in relation to the uncolored line
below that letter.
Type 2. In each case the colored space of line
dividing the 13 of BOLIVAR and C of COLOMBIA
from the uncolored lines is wider.

Sheet arrangement:
1 1 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 2
1 2 2 2 1 2 1 2 1 1
1 1 2 2 1 2 2 2 2 1
1 2 2 2 2 2 1 2 2 2
1 1 1 I I 2 2 2 2 I
- Total: 24 type 1 and 26 type 2 stamps on a sheet.
The 411 centavos.
Transfer Types:
Type 1. A colored line extends from the lower
right ray of the lower star at right and crosses the
dividing line into the solid band of color. There is a
colored dot on the upright stroke of the B of
BOLIVAR, just below the centre. close to and
sometimes cutting into the solid background.
Type 2. This can be at once told from the
absence of the small marks distinguishing type I.
/ 7 .1...ftcyrr.,...
.ssmV7-„mi.,
.74'1 14'

Ti

T/

Sheet Arrangement:
1 2 I 2 1 2 2 2 2 1
I 2 I 2 2 1 1 1 1 2
2 / 2 1 1 1 2 2 22
1 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 2 I
/ 1 1 / 2 2 1 2 1 I
Total: 25 stamps of each type on a sheet.
The 80 centavos.
Transfer Types:
Type I. There is a small colored dot on the "0"
of "80" at the top.
Type 2. There is a colored dot on the white line
above the second R of CORREOS: and a larger dot is
shown on the shading to the right of the numerals "80"
at top.

T. Z

Sheet Arrangment:
1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1
l 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 i 2
1 2 1 2 1 2 1 1 I 1
2 2 1 1 2 2 2 1 I 1
2 2 22 1 2 1 2 2 1
Total: 26 type I and 24 type 2 in a sheet
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peculiarities will be found on the 40c value of each of
the four series. The designs of the stamps comprised in
the 1883 issue arc. therefore. precisely similar to those
of the corresponding denominations of 1882, with the
single exception of the alteration of date. 'the method
of production was the same—lithography—and two
transfers were used in laying down each stone. and.
again, the same haphazard method in die arrangement
of the two minor types of each value will be observed.
Evidently all the stones originally contained fifty
impressions in five horizontal rows of ten each as in
the case of the preceding issues and though sheets of
all values were printed from these stones other sheets
were printed containing only forty stamps— the upper
four rows of the fifty impressions. The lower row may
have been cleaned off or it may simply have been
covered in some way to prevent the design printing. In
either event the erasure was not complete for the upper
portions of the discarded row, showing part of the
frame and numerals, is printed on the lower margins of
the sheets. The amount of the design shown varies. In
the case of the 5c the erasure takes a slightly diagonal
slope, and while about 6nn. of the top of the stamp at
the extreme right is shown, only a small portion of the
frame lines is shown at the extreme left
The 5 centavo.
Transfer 1 .ypes:
Type 1. There is a colored dot on the line above the
date between the numerals "88" and another on the line
immediately below the -,1". The large "5" in the center
tit the top frame has a colored line and dot in the ball
giving it a distinctive appearance.
Types 2. The simplest test is the absence of the
small colored dots shown on type I and the fact that
the large "5" is normal in appearance, but in addition
a small break will he found in the top of the D of DE
in the inscribed band below the portrait, this break
generally- extending intO the band containing the stars.
There were two distinct stones for this
denomination, one of which is only known in sheets of
fifty and the other in sheets of forty.

Paper.
All the stamps of this set were printed on ordinary
white wove paper.
Perforation.
All six values are know perforated 12 all round and
also perf. 16 by 12. The perforation of both gauges
was the work of single line machines. Whether both
varieties were in use at the same tune or not we cannot
say positively. but it is interesting to note that in the
original chronicle in the "Phrlatehc Record' the
perforation is described as "12x16" whereas in the
-Monthly Journal- for May and June 1894, the
compound perforations are mentioned as curious
novelties. The Me. pert' I 6x12, is known in horizontal
pairs imperforate between.
Imperforate varieties.
All values with the exception of the 40c are known
entirely imperforate and we have seen sheets. fully
gununed_ in this condition. As in the case of the similar
varieties of the earlier issues these can best be
described as unfinished stamps.
VII THE 1883 ISSUE.
It will be remembered that during the period
1890-98 5a:becks's famous (or infamous. if you will)
contract with Salvador and other countries was in
vogue under which entirely new sets of postage stamps
were supplied to the governments agreeing to the
scheme each year. The Bolivar issues of 1882-85
evidently represent Seebeck's initial effort along this
line though as compared with his later work this
manipulating of the postal strings with the intention of
profiting from sales to stamp collectors was somewhat
crudely done. As an artistic effort it certainly lacked
finesse, for in the place of the handsome and widely
differing designs which characterize the later and more
generally. known Seebeck issues. the same designs
were retained for Bolivar with merely a change of date
on them each year. It is hardly likely that such an
almost trivial alteration can have excited a very
extensive philatelic demand.
A comparison of the different series will show that
all owe their origin to the same matrix dies and it is
morn than probable that the changes of date were made
on the transfers used in laying down the stones. A
detailed comparison of the small peculiarities
characterizing each value through its four changes of
date is hardly necessary. but to prove our point we will
mention some of the minor details associated with the
design of the 40c. Both left and bottom frame lines
project at the left lower corner; the right lower corner
is broken: the top lint of the band containing LE. LT.
DE COLOMBIA projects beyond the left frame and a
small colored line is attached to the star immediately
above the first U of the same inscription. These little

7CF-

Sheet Arrangement - sheet of fifty:
1 1 7 9 7 1 1 1 2
2 1 2 1 1 1 1 2 1
2 I 1 2 1 1 2 2 1
2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
2 2 2 1 2 1 2 1 2
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Total: 25 stamps of each type in a shed.
Sheet Arrangement - sheet of forty:
1 1 1 1 2 2 1122
2 1 1 I 12 2 I 12
2 2 2 2 12 1 1 2I
2 2 I 2 11 2 1 21
Total: 21 type 1 and 19 type 2 stamps in a sheet.
We have been able to partly reconstruct the lower row,
which was erased from the test of the large "5":
1 2 2 2 11 2 2 1 '
The only position in doubt is #10 of which only a
small portion of the upper frame is visible.
The 10 centavos.
Transfer Types:
Type i. May best be described as "normal" for
it does not show the flaw which distinguishes type 2.
Type 2. Has a prominent colored flaw below
the "3" of "1883"
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Sheet Arrangement:
2 2 1 I 2 2 1 2 2 I
1 2 2 2 1 1 I 2 1 2
2 1 1 I I 2 I 1 1 1
2 2 2 2 I 2 2 2 2
1 2 2 1 2 1 2 1 1
In this denomination also there seems to have been
but one setting. the sheets of forty being printed from
the stone after the lower row had been partly erased.
Total 24 type 1 and 26 type 2 stamps ni a sheet of fifty
and 19 type I and 21 of type 2 stamps in a sheet of
forty.
'The 40 centavos.
Transfer Types:
Type I. !n the space under the right hand
shield there is a curved colored line which joinst the
lower point of the shield with the dividing line above
the top star.
Type 2, There is a colored line below "83" of
the date, another above the same "8" and colored dots
or smudges about and between the same numerals.
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Sheet Arrangement:
2 2 2 1 1 1 2 2 1 1
1 1 2 2 1 2 1 2 1 1
2211 1 2 1 2 2 t
f 1 2 1 2 2 1 2 2 1
2 1 2 1 1 2 1 1 2 2
The setting was the same for both the fifty and forty
stamp sheets, on the latter, of cour5C, the lower row is
omitted. Total 26 type 1 and 24 type 2 stamps in a
sheet of fifty and 21 type 1 and 19 type 2 stamps in a
sheet of forty.

p

TZ.

Sheet arrangement:
1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 2 1
2 I 1 2 2 2 2 1 I 2
I I 2 1 2 2 1 1 2 1
11 1 2 2 1 2 1 2 i
All the perforated stamps we have seen of this value
consist of forty stamps as shown. but in an imperforate
block of 25 forming the left half of a sheet of fifty
impressions we find the first five stamps of the lower
row are:—
2 2 1 2 1
The 80 centavos.
Transfer 'fypes:
Type I. There is a small colored dos on the 1 of
BOLIVAR near the center at the right side.
Type 2. There is no top to the E of
CORREOS, the letter merging into the uncolored line
above.

The 20 centavos.
Transfer Types:
Type 1. There is a large colored dot on the
shading below the second O of MR REOS.
Type 2. The upper right corner of the tablet
containing CENTS has been cut away.

‘
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Type 2. The bosom of the letters CO of
COLOMBIA are merged into the uncolored line
below.
Sheet A ITEIllgcnicut
2 1 2 1 1 2 1 1 2 1
1 2 I 1 2 2 2 2 I 2
I 2 1 2 2 1 1 2 1 1
2 l 2 12 2 2 2 1 2
I 1 2 2 1 1 2 2 1 l
We have only seen sheets of fifty of this
denomination and, as will be noted from the diagram
above. there are exactly 25 of each type on the sheets.
Paper.
All the stamps of this set were printed ordinary
white wove paper.
Perforation.
Like lhe stamps of the 1882 series all six values are
found perforated 12 all round and with a compound
perforation of 16x 12. the same perforating machines
evidently continuing in use. As in the case of the other
sets of this period nothing definitie is known as to
whether or not both varieities of perforation were in
concurrent use. The "Philatelic Record' in chronicling
these stamps in September 1883. makes no mention at
all of the perforation_ while about 1894 the compounds
were generally listed as novelties. The 20c pert-. 16 by
12 is known in horizontal pairs imperforate between.
Imperforate varieties.
All six values are known entirely imperforate and
we have seen entire sheets of fifty settings in this
condition. The 5c is from the first of the two settings
described avove. These. as in the case of the similar
varieties of the preceding issues. are best described as
unfinished stamps.

rt

ry
:""
Sheet Arrangemenl:
11 2 2 2 i 1 2 2 2
1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2
1 2 2 1 1 1
2
2 2 2 2 1 1 1 2 1
22 2 2 1 1 2
2 2
The same stone served for printing both the fifty
and forty stamp sheets and_ as will he noted, in the case
of the larger sheets there are exactly 25 varieties of
each type while in the smaller sheets there are 22 of
type 1 and 18 of type 2.
The 1 peso.

rx
Transfer Types:
Type 1. This may be described as normal for
it lacks the characteristics of type 2.

CLASSIFIED
Classified per line: one issue $.50. four issues $1.50.
Business cards; one issue $1.50. four issues $5.00.
PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE. COPAC'..4/e/A, Volumes 1 that VII: per volume U.S. $12.00. Canada $13.00,
Foreign $15.00: complete set U.S. $76.00. Canada $82.00, Other $95.00; Volumes VIII thru XI V; per volume U.S.
$8.00, Canada $9.00, Other $1 1.00; complete set U.S. $50.00. Canada $57.00, Other $69.00. Postal HiNiary and
Postmarks 1,1 the Amhencia de (Mtn by George Maier - hard cover 533 soft cover S28 (add $2 for postage outside
of the U.S. or Canada). Prices include airmail postage. Send orders and checks payable to Robert A. q 'Elia to
COPAPHIL library c/o 1290 Howard Ave. Suite 321. Burlingame CA 94010.
Indef
FOR SALE, Several copies of John Myer's "Studies in the Philately of Colombia-, 86 pages, paper bound. Postpaid
in the U.S. $10; Outside U.S. $12. R.L. Mitchell. 84 Wellington Road. Garden City NY 11530.
12/98
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COLOMBIA UPU MAIL AND THE PANAMA ISSUE OF 1878
by Federico A. Brid

Colombia joins the Universal Postal Union. The Diana Oficial, the official journal of the
Colombian government of 7 May 1881 dedicated two entire issues to the publication of the law,
circulars, regulations and decrees that authorized Colombia to join the Universal Postal Union (UPU).
In these two issues there are blank forms that were to be used by National postmasters both in Panama
and Colombia to comply with the new UPU requirements. Among the documents published was the
law of 18 August 1880 authorizing the Executive Power to negotiate with the government of
Switzerland the admission of Colombia into the UPU. Also published was a Circular dated December
31, 1880 from the Swiss government in Geneva authorizing the inclusion of Colombia into the UPU as
of July 1, 1881. This authorization had several "extraordinary" conditions since Colombia was not
totally free to set transportation rates through its territory.
In 1849 Colombia signed an agreement with the Panama Railroad Company (PRRCo) granting it not
only exclusive rights for the transportation of the mail across the Isthmus but also to set rates tbr this
service. The agreement between Colombia and the PRRCo was to last for a period of 99 years (until
1948?). Because of the agreement with the PRRCo, Geneva did not allow Colombia to include postal
money orders, postal packages and letters with declared value as part of its UPU correspondence.
Other conditions and postai fees were also affected because of the PRRCo agreement.
On the 7 of May 1881. Gregorio Obregon l , Secretary of Development for the National Government
issued a lengthy Circular to all postal agents and principal and subaltern administrators of the
Exchequer advising them of the procedures to be used tinder the UPU service. This Circular has a
reference to a series of special stamps and a postal card that -presently are in production" for the
exclusive use of the UPU service. 2 With the new UPU convention came postal rates that had as their
base the franc. For Colombia, 0.25 French frank was the equivalent to cinco centavos de peso, This
was the basic rate for a letter not to exceed 15 grams. This rate was only valid for UPU member
countries. 3 The 5 centavo fee will become significant when looking at the 1878 Panama first issue.
Also significant will be the type of stamps that could be used as valid postage among the UPU member
countries. 4

Gregorio Obregon, as the Secretary of Development for Colombia had the oversight of the National Postal System. As
such he was the person responsible for implementing the UPU Convention for Colombia. Obregon is linked very closely
with Panama since he was the National Postmaster in Panama from 1582 to 1587.
2 The stamps that Obregon was referring to are Scott #103- 108. The postal card is 11 G 114
3 The issue of rates among member countries is important since the fee for the same letters among non-UPU members was
diez centavos de peso or double the UPU rate.
4 Article 4 of Decree number 253 is translated as follows: The stamps issued by the United Stares of Colombia will be the
only ones, according ro article 8 of the Convention, that can be used for the franking of all correspondence from the
territory of Colombia to UPU member countries. Countries receiving correspondence from Colombia may consider them

as lacking the required postage Oiler do not have Colombian scamps. 19y

Colombian stamps, it was meant the special

stamps issued by the National Government for the exchange of correspondence among UPU member countries.]
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Panama 1" issue of 1878. With this backdrop, let us turn to the beginning of the Estado Soberano de
Panama issue of 1878. Numerous attempts at organizing the local mail system had been tried since
1855 when Panama became a Federal State. These efforts met with little success. The public was
angry and the business community clamored to have an efficient, safe and dependable communication
system between the capital of the state and the various districts of the [sthmus. In 1878 the newspaper
La Estrella de Panama published a pamphlet called Laws Issued by the Legislative Assembly of the
Sovereign State of Panama in its Sessions of 1877-1878, OFFICIAL EDITION. In this pamphlet we
find Law N° 7 of 21 January 1878 granting the Panama Executive Power several authorizations. One
of the sections of this law created an avenue for the establishment of the 1878 Panama State postal
system s
Nineteen days later, on the 9 of February, the President of the State of Panama Buenaventura Corrcoso
issued a decree describing the design of the new Panama postage stamps and ordering the production
of these stamps!' On July 1 of the same year, General R. Aizpuru, wrote to the Executive Power of the
State of Panama advising him that he had entered into a contract with Demetrio Paredes, a lithographer
in Bogota. The contract was for the printing of 50,000 stamps in four values. Aizpuru further advised

Article 1, section 13 of Law number 7 is translated as follows:
•
•

•
•
•
•

[The Executive Power is authorized] to establish one or several postal routes in order to maintain the communications
between this Capital and the most important points in the Stare, at least twice a month.
In order that this disposition be fully developed, and in order that safeguards be done for the safety of the
correspondence, the Executive Power will establish post offices in the most convenient places so that the
correspondence would he distributed on a timely manner.
To maximize efficiency, the Government will established whatever contracts it deems necessary for the transportation
of the correspondence, twice a month, with a port in each of the Departments of Cock, Los Santos, Veraguas, and
Chiriqui.
It will be adopted for the correspondence, within the State, the system of stamps, having as its base the value offive
cents for a simple letter. Newspapers and other printed matter not bound will be transported free.
In order to purchase mail bags, stamps, contracts for the transportation of the mails, the establishments of offices and
other equipment, the Executive Power will have a budget of 55,000 pesos from the public treasury.
The Executive Power will issue all the necessary regulations in order to obtain the most efficient services.

6 Decree number 37 of February 1878 has three articles and are translated as follows:
Article I. The seal 'design] of the stamps that will he used for the postal service of the Slate will be the following:
• In the center, a drawing representing the Isthmus of Panama. inside an oval.
• The national shield in the four quarters of the stamp; in the upper part, will be engraved a condor with the legend
Estados Unklos de Colombia.
• In the lower section, around the oval, it will carry the following inscription: Estado Soberano de Panama, andfiirther
below, a straight line, the value will be expressed in letters
Article 2. In order to do what is in the best interest of the public, four classes of stamps will be created, all in different
colors and with the following dimensions
• Yellow, whose value will be fifty centavos: they will be three centimeters long and two and a half wide
• Green. blue and red whose values respectively will be five centavos, ten and twenty centavos: they will measure two
and a half centimeters long by two wide
Article 3. The stamps that this decree is referring to will be sent to be printed as soon as possible; as soon as they are

received, the corresponding decree will be issued regulating, in a permanent manner, the mail service of the State
according to the authorization of article 13 of the mentioned 7 th law of the present year.
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the Executive Power that he had paid out of his own pocket 90 pesos to Paredes for the printing of the
stamps. He had also given Paredes 4 pesos to ship the stamps to Panama inside a tin canister. Three
days later, on the 4 of July. Aquilino Ramirez, Secretary of the Exchequer wrote a Nota to Jose de
Ycaz , Administrator of the Exchequer advising that he had received the stamps from Bogota.
Ramirez was sending the stamps to the Administrator for safekeeping until the regulatory decree for
the new postal service was promulgated. What Ycaza received were 20.000 5 centavo stamps. 15.000
10 centavo stamps, 10,000 20 centavo stamps and 5,000 50 centavo stamps. These were issued in
sheets of 50 stamps each, imperforate and with gum.

Attempts at coordinating the National and State postal systems. At the same time that Panama was
organizing its internal postal system, the national government in Colombia was concerned about the
coordination and transportation of mail between the various sovereign states and the national postal
system. Thus, in August 1878, Bogota issued a series of Circulars to the Principal Administrators of
the Exchequer in Socorro. Tunja, Popayan. Medellin, Neiva, Cartagena, Santamarta, Panama and
Bogota urging them to enter into mutual agreements with the nine sovereign states of Colombia and
with the national postal system. The aim of these agreements was "la create a uniform postal system
for the transportation of the Correspondence and to unite both postal SYstems" 8
In response to this request, on the 21 of August 1878, Aquilino Ramirez. Secretary of the Exchequer
for Panama, drafted an agreement that spelled out the duties, responsibilities and items to be shared
between the newly created Panama postal system and the national postal system. 9 There is no evidence
that this draft agreement was ever negotiated and signed by the national authorities in Colombia. This
is important since one of the suggested stipulations of the agreement was that national stamps of
Colombia be allowed to circulate at par with Panama stamps. i ° The evidence points to the contrary.
7 The 72-article Decree #108 was issued August 7, 1878. 11 provides the regulatory process and the organizing tool to the
new postal service. The Daily Star & Herald, in its issue of 28 August 1878 wrote an editorial on the benefits of this
decree. "This is about a decree recently issued by the government of Panama. The decree requires the establishment of
timely postal communications, twice a month, between this city and various other points on the coast and the interior of the
State. Up to now, these communications have been done by individuals, or in some cases, by special mailings, with great
risks of loosing the correspondence thus harming the public interest. The intent now is to avoid these inconveniences by
providing a [postal] line that will communicate this Capital [Panama City] with the other important places within the
State." The editorial ends by acknowledging that it will take rime to adequately regulate this system: "Although we must
acknowledge that this system is an innovation and during its initial stages, it will not he possible to introduce reforms and
additions. Only time and practice would suggest the required changes needed for a better run and developed service,
The Diario Oficial of 31 August 1878 published these circulars. In one of them Mr. Mercado, the General Director of the
National Postal System makes the intention of the national government clear: "According to the 8th attribution of article

524 of the Fiscal Code, and authorized broadly by the national Executive Power to create a postal convention with
Governments of the States, I am honored writing you in order to create a uniform system of the transportation of the
correspondence and to link the national postal system with the State's postal system "
° This draft agreement was published in the Gaceta de Panama of October 15' )' 1878. The agreement ends with the

following note: "This draft of a treaty is formulated by the undersigned Secretary of the Exchequer of Ow Government of
Panama and authorized by the Citizen President, so it would serve as a bases of discussion, giving the request of the
General Direitor of Correos Nacionales y Telegrafos in his note Number 21 of 24 of August last."

l ° In the draft agreement, Ramirez wrote: "The advantages that the Nation will obtain, if this proposal is accepted would he
the following: The correspondence of individuals and officers that are.ent by the postal offices, would circulate in the
interior of the State four times a month and twice to the Deportment of Chiriqui, paying only half the cost of the land route,
and no cost to the sea route . The stamps of the Nation would be accepted in the offices of the Stale, which wouhl increase
the income to said branch of the Government: and it would be established in the State, with the efficient assistance of the
national Government, a system adopted by the Nation for its post office"
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From September 3, 1878 until the end of the Estado Soberano de Panama postal system in 3 April
1886, correspondence between Panama and the postal districts of the interior of the Isthmus had to
have affixed to them stamps of the Panama 1878 issue (Scott No.1-7)." As such, Estado Soberano de
Panama 1878 stamps were the only valid postal species for correspondence within the Isthmus of
Panama. Colombian stamps were required for all other correspondence within the Colombian postal
system and for foreign countries. With the advent of Colombia joining the UPU, only special UPU
stamps from Colombia were recognized by member countries as having paid the proper postal fee
(Fig 1).

Fig. I Five values and a
postal card were issued by
Colombia in 1881 for the
UPU service

Start of the UPU service in Panama and Colon. To better access the international postal system,
Colombia had established two national post offices in the Isthmus of Panama, one in Colon and one in
Panama City' 2 . Colombian mail traveled from the port of Cartagena to the Atlantic city of Colon and
from the port of Buenaventura to the Pacific city of Panama. The Panama Railroad Company provided
exchange services to these two post offices through the trains that traveled twice a day between
Panama and Colon. Mail from either Buenaventura or Cartagena could travel to all points in the Pacific
or Atlantic directly from either Panama or Colon or through the exchange system provided to the two
national post offices by the PRRCo. The two post offices also accepted a considerable amount of mail
from residents of Panama and Colon not only because of an increase in trade but to satisfy the needs of
new postal patrons working with the French Interoceanic Canal."
By August 1881 the State of Panama had requested and received 34,950 5 centavo stamps from the
printers in Bogota. This was in addition to the original 20,000 5 centavo stamps it received July 4,
1878. At the same time Panama was receiving additional stamps for its local postal system, the

" Ramirez indicated further that correspondence initiated from Colombia to points in the interior of Panama had to pay a
postal fee to move from either Panama City or Colon. " Right now, the correspondence that arrives at Panama from the
interior of the Republic and from other States to the Departments of Code, Los Santos, Veraguas and Chiriqui, go through
the General Administration of the Exchequer, who charges a new fee because of the lack of agreement between the
National Government and Panama".
" By decree N° 341 of 27 May 1881 the President of Colombia created national post offices in Panama and Colon reporting
directly to the National postal system. The first article of this decree reads in part as follows: "That the demands of
incoming and outgoing mail to the cities of Panama and Colon will increase substantially with the incorporation of this
country to the UPU, and it will increase further with the extraordinary growth that will be brought to these two cities with
the opening of the Interoceanic
" We do not have statistics of the movement of the international mail in 1881, but we do have it for 1883. The Panama
National postal agency sent that year 67,747 letters and 528 post cards, mostly to Europe and the American continent. All
but 105 pieces were sent to UPU member countries.
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government in Bogota was sending to its two national post offices stamps for the newly created UPU
service. A shipment of stamps must have been sent to both Colon and Panama post offices soon after
they were printed. On the 12 of June, Juan Pernett, administrator of the Colon post office wrote to the
Principal Administrator in Panama that he had received directly from the Secretary of Development in
Bogota a certain quantity of stamps for the UPU service that was to start July 1. 14 The stamps that
Pernett received were shipped from Bogota via the port of Cartagena.
These shipments of UPU stamps from Bogota must not have lasted long. On 20 July 1881 Francisco
Alvarado, national postmaster in Panama wrote to the Secretary of the Exchequer that the special
stamps for the UPU services were exhausted, that all he had left in stock were stamps for the "internal
service of the Republic". He was asking the Secretary if he could use these stamps for the UPU
service. On 4 August Alvarado wrote the Secretary of Development in Panama that he had received on
22 July authorization to use the stamps destined for the internal service of the Republic for the UPU
service. He advised the Secretary that he had complied with the requirement of the July 22
authorization to place next to these stamps a seal that read "U.P.U./Panama". Postmaster Alvarado
also advised the Secretary that these stamps were also exhausted, that he had a great deal of
correspondence for the US, Europe and the Antilles that had to be shipped that next day and no stamps
to frank them. He ended his letter by asking for instructions since his only alternative was to send the
mail postage due and that would not he fair to the recipients for they would have to pay double the
regular fee.
On that same day of 4 August Alvarado received a response from Secretary Amador. In his letter
Amador wrote that the President of the State of Panama was made aware of the circumstances of the
national post office and he agreed that the postal patrons should not be punished with double fees. As
such, he had issued an order to the General Administrator of the Exchequer to sell to the national
postmaster as many "stamps of the State" as were needed for the UPU service. He had also ordered
that the same procedures should be used with these stamps as were used with the stamps for the
interior of the Republic.
On the same day that the President issued its order, Alvarado requested and received from the
Administrator of the Exchequer 1,000 5 centavo stamps from the Panama 1878 issue. Four more
shipments of 1,000 5 centavo stamps were sent to Alvarado on the 9, 16, 19 and 23 of August for a
total of 5,000 5 centavo stamps. 15
On 8 August the National Postal Administration in Bogota sent to the Principal Administrator in
Panama two notes. One was a transmittal for a shipment of 100 postal cards of 2-cent value for the
UPU service; the second served as a transmittal for a shipment of 10,785 stamps both for UPU and
regular service. i6 Notes at the margin of these two pieces of correspondence indicated that a reply to
" We have to assume that the national post office at Panama City must have received also a shipment of stamps through the
Buenaventura route. We did not find in Archivos any correspondence to this effect. What Pemett received from Bogota
were the following stamps: 400 twenty centavos, 400 ten centavos, 2,000 five centavos, 800 two centavos, 800 of one
centavo, 40 registered 10 centavo stamps and 50 two-centavo postal cards.
15 On he of September Alvarado sent the General Administrator of the Exchequer in Panama a note to accompany $250
Pesos as payment for -5,000 five cent stamps that you provided the National Post Office for the franking of the
correspondence to various places of the UPU" Please see figure 9
lb This shipment contained the following stamps: 2,090 twenty centavos, 2,090 ten centavos, 3,135 five centavos, 2,090 two
centavos, 1,254 one centavo and 126 ten centavo registration stamps.
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Bogota was sent on 2 September. This meant that these two shipments arrived in Panama just before
that date.
Since no covers from this period have been found, it would be hard to distinguish Panama 1878 stamps
used for internal mail of the Isthmus and the same type of stamps used for Colombia international
UPU service. This is important since Estado Sobereno de Panama 1878 stamps used for the UPU
service technically would not be Panamanian stamps but stamps of Colombia. Given that none of these
covers have survived, a way to identify these stamps might be through its cancellations. I7
Wavy oval PANAMA cancellation. For a number of years, the national post office in Panama used a
canceling devise that consisted of an oval perimeter with the word PANAMA in the center of the oval.
The oval was created by a series of V's and inverted V's connecting with each other and forming the
oval. Short vertical strokes going down on the middle of the V's gave further elaboration to the oval
design (Fig 2).

Fig, 2. Colombia
#52 and detail of
the border of the
PANAMA oval
cancellation.
Detail 350%

With the continued use of the handstamp, the outside design of the oval deteriorated so the V pattern
no longer could be distinguished, but instead the oval appears like a wavy line around the word
PANAMA (Fig 3). At later stages, this wavy line appears like a solid thick line.

Fig. 3. Wavy oval
PANAMA used in
various 1881
Colombia UPU
stamps

The vast majority of the stamps with the wavy oval PANAMA cancellation are stamps of Colombia
used in Panama. There are a handful of stamps of the 1878 Panama State issue that also have this

17 With the exception of bisected stamps, Panama 1878 issue stamps on cover cancelled with any canceling devise are not
known to exist. Only one cover is known with a Estado Soberano de Panama issue of 1878. It is a cover with a single 5
centavo stamp. The stamp is attached by the word PANAMA in handwritten letters. We have not examined this cover.
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cancellation. I have in my collection twenty-three 1878 stamps with this cancellation. Twenty one are
of the 5 centavo value, one is a quadrisect 20 centavo on piece and a single 50 centavo stamp (Fig 4)

Fig. 4. 1878 five
centavo stamps from
Panama with the wavy
oval PANAMA

After a careful examination of the deterioration factor of the wavy oval PANAMA cancellation on
Colombia 1881 stamps and comparing this cancellation to the cancellation on the Panama 5 centavo
1878 stamps, I find that the cancellation is virtually the same. This gives evidence that both Colombia
and Panama stamps were cancelled with the same device around the same period of time.
I have also examined the wavy oval PANAMA cancellation on a quadrisect 20 centavo on piece and
the 50 centavo stamp (Fig 5). Both cancellations to these stamps came from the same device. I have
come to the conclusion that the wavy oval PANAMA cancellation on these two pieces is not of the
same type and most probably was applied to these two stamps way after they were no longer valid for
postage. My conclusion is that it is a fake cancellation.
Fig. 5. Fake wavy oval
PANAMA cancellation
applied to a quadrisect 20
centavo and 50 centavo
1878 Panama stamps. The
50 centavo is from the 2"
lithographic stone
In examining over 21 copies of the Panama 5 centavo stamp with the wavy oval PANAMA
cancellation, I find that they all have certain characteristics in common: a paper thickness between
0.070mm and 0.075mm and a type of green color that is quite similar among all the copies. This is an
indication that they all came from the same printing batch and most likely were part of the 23,000
5 centavo stamp delivered to Panama 29 August 188 1.
I was given information on the existence of two bisected live-centavo stamps canceled with the wavy
oval PANAMA device. David Leeds, a member of COPAPH/L, has sent me a photocopy of his
bisected stamp on piece (Fig 6). It appears that the cancellation is from the same period as the rest of
the Panama 5 centavo stamps. 18
is
could be two explanations for the use of a bisected 5 centavo stamp with the wavy oval PANAMA cancellation.
The State of Panama issued a postal decree on the 8 6 of May 1883 ordering the placement of mailboxes at key parts of
Panama City. Letters placed inside these boxes were for local distribution. They had to have their required postage attached
to them and to defray the cost of this service, an additional two-cent fee was charged. Since Panama did not have a twocent stamp, it is possible that a bisected 5 centavo stamp served this purpose.
We believe that there is another more logical explanation to these bisected pieces. They were used by the National post
office during the UPU stamp shortage and paid the two-cent fee for objects like Panama newspapers sent abroad or
mourning covers or printed matter between 15 and 30 grams, etc.
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Fig. 6. Bisected 5 centavo
on piece used to pay the 2
cent Colombia rate

I have further made a comparison of the cancellation on the Panama 5 centavo stamps with the
cancellation of a cover to Bordeaux with a Colombia 5 centavo UPU stamp. The cover has on the
reverse a dated cachet of 6 July 1881 which means that it was mailed soon after Colombia became
part of the UPU service (Fig 7). There is no discernible difference in the deterioration factor of the
cancellation on this cover and the cancellations on the Estado Soberano de Panama 5 centavo stamps.
Since the stage of deterioration of the canceling device used for the Colombia UPU 1881 stamps is the
same as the cancellation on the July 1881 cover, and since I found the same stage of deterioration on
the cancellations on the Estado Soberano de Panama 5 centavo stamps, I am concluding that they were
all canceled around the same period of time with the same device.

Fig. 7. Cover to
Bordeaux mailed
on or about July 6,
1881 with a 5 cent
1881 UPU
Colombia stamp
with wavy oval
PANAMA. Dated
cachet from Isaac
Brandon on
reverse of cover.
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Summary and conclusion: Use of the wavy oval PANAMA cancellation for Colombia stamps is well
established. The evidence suggests that this device was used exclusively by the national post office in
Panama for the franking of mail to Colombia and for international correspondence originating from
Panama. The only known Estado Soberano de Panama stamps we have seen with a genuine wavy oval
PANAMA cancellation are the 5 centavo stamps. All Panama 5 centavo stamps examined with this
cancellation have similar paper and color characteristics pointing to the same printing batch. It is a fact
that during August 1881 there was a shortage of Colombia stamps for the franking of UPU
correspondence. National postmaster Alvarado, finding himself with a substantial amount of
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correspondence to ship abroad and no UPU stamps to frank this mail, requested assistance from the
State authorities in Panama.
Correspondence found in the Archivos Nacionales de Panama indicated that the President of the State
of Panama came up with a solution to Alvarado's problem. He issued an order to sell to the national
post office sufficient stamps of the state postal system to satisfied the needs of the outgoing UPU mail.
Correspondence also found in Archivos Nacionales de Panama indicated that five separate shipments
of 1,000 5 centavo stamps each were sent to the national postmaster in August 1881 for the franking of
the UPU correspondence (Fig 8 & 9).
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Fig. 8. First of five requests for Estado Soberano de Panama
5 centavo stamps to the General Administrator of the Exchequer for
the State of Panama
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Fig. 9. Transmittal from Alvarado, National Postmaster in Panama to the
General Administrator of the Exchequer for the State of Panama.
Alvarado included with this Nola $250 pesos as payment for the 5,000
5 centavo 1878 stamps sent to him for franking international mail during
August 1881.

Given the quantity and quality of the documentation uncovered. 1 believe the 5,000 Estado Soberano
de Panama stamps purchased by Alvarado in 1881 are one and the same as those 1878 5 centavo
Panama stamps with the wavy oval PANAMA cancellation. As such, these stamps had a dual purpose
and deserve special recognition by both Panama and Colombia collectors.
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The Wavy Oval Panama Cancellation from the David Leeds' Panamania Exhibit
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The Classic Colombia exhibit of member Hugo
Goggel earned a large gold at ILSAPEX 98 in
Johennesherg and was runner-up for the Gran Prix
International. It was shown in the Court of Honor at
AMERICAS 99 along with the Prephilatclic and
Classic Ecuador issues exhibit of our librarian, Robert
A. D'Elia. Hugo showed his Classic Ecuador exhibit at
the latter show and earned the reserve grand award in
the traditional philately class.
Other exhibiting members at Americas 99 were;
Bill Welch - Revenue Stamps of Colombia 1858-1933
- vermeil, Rodrigo Liribe Jaramillo - Sovereign State of
Antioquia - large vermeil, Felipe Toro - The Postal
Services of Barranquilla - vermeil, Dieter Bortfeldt Colombia: Postmaster and Provisional Issues (186°1912) - vermeil and Colombia: Correspondencia
Oficial y Franquicias - vermeil, Raymond Ireson - The
Panama Canal Story - large vermeil, Deborah
Friedman - Colombia Air Post - gold, Mario Ortiz,
First Flights of the Colombian Airmail Service vermeil, James C. Johnson - Colombia: First
Commercial Airline 1920-21 - gold, Gloria Rocio
Ospina Rubiano - Primeros Vuelos Modernos y

APO AA 34001
Indianapolis IN 46250 .
Reno NV 89511

. USA
USA
USA

Commemorativos en, Desde y Haeia Colombia
silver, Larry Crain - Colombia's Benefieiencia de
Cundinamarea (onc frame) - silver.
An interesting Panama related display class entry
was Mary Ann Owens - The Aspinwall connection.
May Ann is a descendent of the Aspinwall family
involved in the building of the Panama railroad. Colon
was known as Aspinwall in the English-speaking world
for a decade following the opening of the railroad. The
exhibit included forwarding agent markings which
included the Aspinwall address.
Federico Brid has prepared a listing of Ship
Arrivals and Departures from the Ports of Panama,
Colon and Bacas de/ Torn from October 1883 November 1897 as published in the Gaceta de Panama
and has furnished a copy for our library. I-k has also
furnished a collection of 200 plus pages of Colombia
Valid Postal Laws, Decrees, Executive Orders,
Circulars, Notes and Resolutions as of 1881.
Member Peter Quail has prepared and privately
printed a softbound book of 112 pages entitled
"Selected Notes on Colombian Airmails 1920
onwards.4 This will be reviewed in the next issue.
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
by Jim Cross
judging, before. it is noteworthy that so far as I know,
only two qualified international judges are COPAPHIL
members. While I do not mean to imply that one
cannot he an expert on Colombia or Panama without
reading this publication, 1 certainly feel more
comfortable if my exhibit is being judged by someone
who is familiar with the material that has been
published in COPAPHIL over the past fifteen years.
One of the causes of the problem is that there arc truly
very few philatelists who are knowledgeable enough
about the full range of material front classic to modern
to judge an area as broad as Latin America, much less
the world. Probably Brian, with his years of experience
as a specialized dealer in Latin American material is
more knowledgeable than most of the judges.
My wife who, as many of you know, suffers from
severe rheumatoid arthritis, spent most of May with
my daughter in Rochester NY. They even managed a
one week visit to Panama where Luz had a chance to
visit her numerous relatives. This allowed me to visit
my mother in AZ (also an invalid), do some
genealogical research in Salt Lake City and attend a
family reunion in Schoharie Co NY. However, the trip
was exhausting for Luz and she requires almost
constant care. if / am sometimes remiss in answering
correspondence, this is my excuse and I hope you will
all understand.
Several members will probably be surprised to see
items in this issue that they sent in quite some time
ago. I appreciate everything that is submitted and will
use material as space permits.
This is the last issue of the current membership
year and your mailing will include either a dues notice
or a confirmation that your dues have been paid in
advance. It is depressing that about 25% of the
members receiving daes notices will not respond to the
first notice, but we have never had a 75% response
during the fourteen years that I have been sending out
notices. During the last two years we have experienced
a drop in membership which peaked at l85 and now
stands at 164. Have you ever recruited a new member
for us? Can you get one this year?
Member planning to exhibit at our next general
meeting should request an exhibit prospectus from
WESTPEX: Tp: 707-887-7380.

The fourth installment of the Hatfield and Poole
Bolivar article completes the discussion of the issues.
The final installment which will appear in the next
issue briefly describes the cancels that are found on the
stamps and gives a complete checklist of all of the
stamps with known varieties, proofs, etc. The authors
were unable to completely describe the 1891 Bolivar
issue due to lack of multiples and margin copies that
would permit identification of the positions of the
various transfer types_ This is an area that offers
additional opportunities for research. It is unclear how
many of the multiples that Hatfield and Poole
examined are still in existence unbroken. Many may be
in the large collection that was sold in 1986 on the first
day of AMERIPEX. It is believed to be in the hands of
a Colombian collector who is not a COPAPHIL
member.
The cover pictured on the title page of this issue is
being offered as lot 1014 in Sale No 107 of our
member George Alcvizos. This is a previously
unknown usage during the 1885 stampless period in
Panama, not one of the seventeen recorded by Dr.
James Helme and Federico A Brid in their 1991 article
on the stampless period in the Collector's Club
Philatelist. It was sent 25 March 1885 from Panama to
Buenos Aires and was registered with the registration
fee paid by a stamp of the 1883 Colombia issue, Scott
FR with registration number 1521. The Helme
collection had two registered covers from the stampless
period with provisional registration labels with
registration numbers 1860 (15 Apr 1885) and 3136 (27
May 1885). This may well be the only surviving
stampless cover from the period on which a
registration stamp was used. It would be a key piece in
any Panama or Colombia postal history collection of
the period.
The latest issue of The Main Sheet, published by
our member Brian Moorhouse contains a critique of
the judging of Latin American exhibits at the recent
International Show in Nurernburg. Apparently many of
the exhibits received scores substantially below the
levels they had received at other international shows. In
Brian's opinion this was due to the fact that they were
judged by a panel which included only one recognized
expert on Latin America. I have alluded to problems in
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SALES MANAGER'S REPORT
worthwhile addition to your collection_
I already have commitments for approximately
150 lots for Sale 20 which will be Colombia only. We
have a wide range of material with some nice
Colombia states and postal history items
Additional members planning to consign more
than five lots in this sale, should contact Jim Cross
before submitting the lots to ensure that they can he
accepted for sale 20. Las for this sale should be sent
to Box 2245 El Cajon CA 92021 to arrive between
and 15 August. The catalog will be mailed with the
next issue of COPACARTA.

Response to mail bid sale 19 was very poor. Bids
were received on only 30 lots of the 226 offered. Total
sales thus far are only $928.00. The following lots are
available from Patrick Lamastus thru I August at the
reserve shown in the sale catalog: 8, 11-18, 22-39, 4146, 48-61, 63-69, 72-78, 80-91, 93-128, 130-137,
139-21)3, 206-208, 211-218, 221-223 and 226.
It is essential that the Panama collectors among our
members support these sales, or it will be necessary to
discontinue them. If you are a Panama collector who
did not submit bids, look at the catalog again and see
if there isn't something available that would be a

THE POST CARD CORNER
by Jim Cross
In February [received an auction lot of post cards
from Soler & Llach. They were all cards produced by
Carlos A. Molina of Medellin and show views of the
city and its surroundings. The cards are inscribed
"Coleccion C.A.M. Medellin" above the picture. Cards
were not numbered when they were printed and do not
have a caption line. Some cards have numbers
apparently added later in the upper corner including the
eight cards in the lot which arc numbered from I then
8. 1 have another card showing number I? and also
several views without numbers including duplicates of
numbers 2 & 3. The duplicate of number 2 has a
caption at the bottom which may have been added in
later printings. The address side is inscribed:
TARJETA POSTAL.

and white photos of scenes in the Medellin area as
follows:
1 A rural dwelling.
2 Medellin, Quebrada Arriba (printed caption)
3 A rural road.
4 Plaza with a church
5 View of a river with pens made of logs.
6 Plaza with a church different from #4.
7 Another view of the Paseo de la Quebrada
8 Large building with barred windows (jail?)
12 Large building with twin towers at one end_
?? Statue of a man standing (on a tall pedestal)
A photocopy of the latter card, submitted by G.
Palds, is the earliest use recorded from Medellin. It is
dated 1 Jan 1903 with a New Years greeting to
England. A previous owner has removed the stamp
(which might have been the elusive 5c 1902 Medellin
issue ). Curiously the Medellin postmark is 22 ENE
1903, although the Barranquilla transit postmark is 17
ENE 1903. The Medellin post office was notoriously
negligent in changing dates on its handstamps at this
time. Many of the 1904 inflation covers have a 16
NOV 1903 date which seems to have been used
unchanged as late as March 1904.

UNION UNIVERSAL Di LORREUS

REP. DE COLOMB/A

The eight cards were mailed from Medellin in two
groups by Luis Mariano ()lark to Mine. IL do Jurull
in Barcelona, Spain on 4 Aug 1903 and 16 Nov 1903.
1 had hoped they would be franked by the 5 centavos
stamp of the 1902 Medellin issue (which has not been
recorded on a post card), but all used the 5c green
stamp of the 1902 Bogota issue. The pictures are black
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BOLIVAR: THE STAMPS OF 1879 —1899 (PART III)
by A. Hatfield Jr. and Bertram W. H. Poole
The 40 centavos_
Tranfers types.
Type 1. There is a widening of the white space
between the background and the fine circular line of
color at the sixth line above the right upper conrer of
the left shield. The lower right line of this shield is
generally missing. though sometimes a faint dotted line
is shown and this extends to below the lower point of
the shield.
Type 2. There is no defect in the background
as in Type l and the line al the lower right of the !eft
shield shows more plainly though it is generally more
or less broken.
Sheet arrangetnent:
I 2 2
1
1
1 2 1 7
1
I
1 2
I
1
1 2 2 7
2
1
1
1
1
1 7
1
1
/
7 7
7
1 7 7 7
1

VIII – THE l884 ISSUE.
The issue fin 1884 does not appear to have been
chronicled until quite lute in the year, so it is hardly
likely the stamps were on sale before September. In
design the stamps arc precisely similar to those of 188 .3
with single exception of the date. With the change of
date a return was made to the sheets of filly only —at
least, all we have seen arc of that size_ While it is
possible the same method was Wowed in laying down
the [idiographic stones, i.e. the use of two transfers, we
have been unable to find any evidence in support of
this supposition so far as the 10c, 20c, 80e and 1 pesos
values are concerned. Any differenees which may exist
have quite eluded our vigilance through for the 5c and
40e deonominations two transfers were undoubtedly
used
The 5 centavos.
Transfer types
Type 1. The upper and lower frame lines of the
left hand shield are broken at their left ends where they
should join the vertical frame line, and the double
frame lines, adjacent to this shield, arc closed making
a point at the ends.
Type 2. The lines of the shield are not broken.
Sheet Arrangement - sheet of fifty:
1
1
1 2 / ", 2 / 7 2
/
2 2 2 2 2 2 2 7 2
1
1
1 2 1
1
1
1
7 7 7 7 7 7
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
1 2 1
Total: 23 type l and 27 type 2 stamps in a sheet —
a proportion not found on any of the values of the
preceding issue.

-rn

Total: 24 type 1 and 26 type 2 stamps in a sheet

Paper.
All of the stamps of the series were printed on
ordinary white wove
Perforation.
Evidently the same perforating machines continued
in use for we find all six values perforated 12 all round
and also with the compound perforation of 16 a 12 as
in the case of the preceding issues of similar dosing.
The Sc perforated 16 by 12 is known in horizontal
pairs imperforate between.
Imperforate varieties.
The 5c and I peso are both known entirely
imperforate and, as in the ease of similar unfinished
stamps of Bolivar we have no reason to imagine they
were ever sold for use in this condition.
65

COPACARTA

JUNE 1999

The 10 centavos_
The 10e value is also found in sheets of fifty and
forty. Both were printed from the same stone, but in
printing the smaller sized sheets the lower row of
designs was partly covered or removed Possibly two
transfers were used. but we can only find evidence of
one. Every stamp on each sheets shows the following
small peculiarities: A dot on the "0" of -10" at the base
of the numeral: a smudge of color below the third star,
and a dot in front of the sixth two dots, like a widely
spaced colon, between the letters "EZ" of DIET;
while a colored, but not continuous, line extends from
below the E of COR.REOS across the shading to a
point in front of the eye.
The 20 centavos,
The 20e denomination may also be found in sheets
containing both forty and fifty stamps and, like the 10c
there appears to he one type.
The 40 centavos.
Sheets of both fifty and forty exist for this value,
both being printed from the same stone which was
made up from two different transfers. These may be
distinguished as follows.
Type [The left side of the !ell shield is
distinctly double lined. and the lower right outline is
broken. The line at the top of the same shield projects
through the left hand border_ There is a colored dot
above the "5" of the date.
Type 2.—The left hand shield is normal and
there is no dot above the "5".
Sheet Arrangement:
/
1
1
1
/ 1 2 2 1
1
1
1 /
1 2 2 1 2 2 1
1
1
1 2 2 1 2 2 2 1
1
1
1 2 1 2 I
2 2 1
1 2 2 1 2 2 1 1 2 I
Total: 25 stamps of each type in the sheets of fifty.
21 type 1 and 19 type 2 stamps in sheets of forty..

IX. The 1885 ISSUE.
Although the authorities responsible for Bolivar's
stamp production started out with the "laudable" idea
of having a new series every ∎,ear, distinctively dated.
they managed to get a little behindhand, for, as we
have already shown, the 1883 and 1884 sets did not
appear until quite late in those years respectively.
However, the State made up fur this procrasination
with the issue now tinder notice, for the Sc of 1885 was
in use at least as early as May 1884 and the We was
issued in October of the same year. When the balance
of the set appeared is a moot point. for these date
differences seem to have been one too many for the
new issue chroniclers of the period. Lithography was
again the method employed in the manufacture of these
stamps and a study of the sheets is rather interesting for
some contain fifty and sonic forty stamps as in the
issue of 1883.
The S centavos.
This value exists in two distinct settings. One of
these, consisting of fifty stamps to the sheet shows no
type varieties while dte other. containing forty stamps,
shows that two different transfers were used in its
makeup. These differ as follows:
Type [The shield at right is properly
outlined, while therre is no outer frame line where the
left shield touches the border.
Type 2_ The shield at right is broken at top
and bottom so that the white circular hand runs through
it: the frame at !eft is complete and there is a curious
colored flaw above the N of CINCO.
Sheet Arrangement - Sheet of forty
1
1
1
1
1
1
2 1
1 2 2 2 2 2 2 1
2 1 2 2 2 2 2 7 7 1
1
1
1
I
1
1
1
1
1
1
Total: 18 type I and 22 type 2 stamps in a sheet..
The sheets of fifty are all of type I.

T1
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vertical row of the larger blaocks arlready referred to
thus proving that the fourth vertical row of the proof
sheet, like the third, was dated 1883. Then, as we have
pairs of different denominations dated 1882 and we
have found 1882 and 1881 in combination, we are of
the oppinion that the complete proof sheet consisted of
six vertical rows of six stamps eaach, the stamps in the
two last rows all being dated 1882. Note of the values
of 1884 or 1885 are known in horizonatal pairs, but
only those of 1882 and 1883, which fact gives
additional strength to our theory. If our surmise is
correct, therefor, the sheet arangement of these proofs
was as follows:
Dated Dated Dated Dated Dated Dated
1884
1883
1883
1883 1.8i12
1885
10c
I Oc
10c
10e
10e
10c
40c
40c
40c
40c
40e
40e
80c
8fk:
8tk
80e
80c
80c
IP
1P
IP
IP
IP
IP
20c
20e
20c
20c
20c
20c
5c
5c
5e
Sc
5c
5c
These proofs arc generally found on a distinctly
toned paper.
Essays.
No essays of the issues of 1882-3-4-5 are known.
X..—The 1891 Issue
Apparently the scheme of issuing a different set of
stamps annually did not meet with success and an
interval of six years elapsed after the emission of 1885
appeared until a new series was issued. These new
stamps, which were issued about Jul 1891 are
somewhat similar in general details to the Ilk
denomination of the previous sets, In the center is the
usual portrait of Bolivar within an inscribed circular
band. This band bears the inscriptions "CORREOS DE
BOLIVAR" at the top, and "REPUBLICA OF.
COLOMBIA" below the usual band of nine stars at the
bottom, as shown in the accompanying illustrations.
All values were printed by lithography in sheets of one
hundred arranged in ten horizontal rows of ten each.
The 1 centavo.
The stone for this value was composed of a group
of ten transfers applied ten times.
Sheet arrangement:
1 7 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 6 7 8 9 10
1 7 3 4 5
2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 6 7 8 9 10
1 / 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 6 7 8 9 10
l / 3 4 5
1 / 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 6 7 8 9 10
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 6 7 8 9 10

The 80 centavos.
So far as we can discover there is only one type of
this value and it exists in both the fifty and forty sized
sheets.
The 1 peso.
This value also exists in but one type and we have
only found it printed in sheets of fifty.
Paper.
Al] the stamps of this issue were printed on ordinary
white wove paper as is the case of the earlier series of
the same type.
Perforation.
The two sorts of perforation-12 all round, and 16
by 12—are also found in connection with all six
denorniniions of this sct.
im perforate
rforate varieties.
All six values are found entirely imperforate. Sheets
of the 5c from both settings are known in this
condition: the 10c tuipeforatc is known in both fifty
and forty stamp sheets; an entire sheet of the fifty
printing of the 20e is known ; entire sheets of both fifty
and forty stamps tire known of the 40c; no imperforate
sheet of the 80c seem to be known, but we have seen
a block which undoubtedly came from the sheet of
forty; the I peso is known in an entire sheet of fifty
imperforate.
Proofs of the 1882-3-4-5 issues.
We have seen a number of proofs of these issues
and as they were evidently all printed at the same time
it is best to describe them together, rather than in
connection with the separate issues. These proofs are
found in purple, brown, carmine, blue, green and
yellow, some of the colors occasionally varying in tint.
Theough we have not seen all values of each issue in
every one of these six colores we are positive they
exist or did exist from the manner in which the proofs
were printed. In our experience the proofs in blue and
yellow are the scarcest.
Though aholsolute proof is at present lacking we arc
fairly confident taht the proofs of all values and dates
were printed from one special proof stone. We possess
or have seen a number of strips and hlaocks, in various
colors, from the left hand side of a sheet showing that
the deonomination were printed in the order 10e, 40c,
80e, I peso, 20 and 5c in each vertical row, while the
stamps in the first of these rows were dated 1885,
those in the next row 1884, and those in the third row
1883. In addition we have pairs of blocks of four
showing the same vertical arrangement of values, but
with the same dates (1882 nr 1883) side by side. For
example we have a blaock of four in read all dated
1883, the two top stamps being of the value 10c and
the two lower ones 40c, A comparison of the left hand
stamp of the pair of 40c shows it corresponds exactly
with the 40c stamp of the same date in the third
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line or scratch horizontally at the top extending
towards the ID of CINCO. The ball at the end of the
lower "5" is sometimes detached, but possibly this may
also occur on other types. The lower right side of the
0 of CINCO is defective in outline.
Type 3. A small colored dot is attached to the
right side of the curved part of the lower numeral.
There is also a small uncolored dash at the lower right
side of the colored background of the same numeral
running into the white circle. it is rather faint on sortie
specimens.
Type 4. This has a colored dot as on type 3,
but it seems to 13-c a little more distinct and also is not
quite separated from the colored center. The flag of the
lower "5" is connected with the upright stroke with a
thin white line: the other types appear to he imifomily
thick and straight.
Type 5. A colored dash extends to the left
from the top of C of CINCO. This is very marked.
There is a white dot on the colored background of the
lower "5" touching the inside curve of the numeral.
This dot is often very faint.
Type 6. The ball of the lower "5" is eggshaped and curves backwards more sharply than is the
ease on the other types.
Type 7. The distinguishing marks of this type
arc so minute that they cannot be described. It is
somewhat like type I, but the lower numeral is
different in shape. The absence of the marks
distinguishing the other types will aid in identification
of this type.
Type 8. The ball of the numeral at base is
somewhat like that on type 2. There is a small colored
dot in the lower right stroke of the second R in
CORREOS.
Type 9. The line connecting the ball of the
lower "5" is thicker than in thc other types. The upper
"5" slants slightly backwards while the lower numeral
has a slight slant forward.
Type M. The upper numeral has a faint dash
or dot on the left side of the curved part and a notch on
the top of the flag. The lower numeral has a small
diagonal dash near the middle of the flag which is
sometimes missing and the top left end of the flag
projects beyond the upright stroke The lower part of
the lower curve resembles somewhat type 9, but is not
so regular in shape and the slant of both numerals is
also similar to the preceding type.
NOTE: Type 10 of the 5 centavos could not be
identified sufficiently to satisfy the Authors. Many
hundreds of the stamps of this value were examined
and classified, but only two of the type ICI were found.
The differences in all the types of this value are very
minute and they are difficult to identify.

Transfer types:
Type I. There is a colored dot under the left
stroke of the U. Of UN and another dot is shown about
'ho rn. below the ornament at the left of that letter.
Type 2. There is a small inverted angle over
the left end of the ornament at the left of UN.
Type 3. Flaws or colored dots are shown
between the bottoms of the letters TA of CENTAVO.
Type 4. The outer circle around the numeral at
the base of the design is broken at the left and also
under the D of DE.
Type 5 The white circle around the lower
numeral is narrow at the left side and wide at the right.
While the numerals are not always centered properly
on other types none of them show such plain
displacement as this one. There is a break in the upper
line of the left part of the ornament above the numeral
at the top of the design.
Type 6 The white circle around the lower
numeral joins the D of DE as on type 4, but the circle
is not broken at the left.
Type 7. The uncolored circle around the lower
numeral is broken at the left, but not so much as on
type 4. There is a small dot under the left end of tire
ornament to the right of UN
Type 8. This is similar to type 7, but also has
a colored dot or dash in the right stroke of the A of
COLOMBIA.
Type 9. There is a small dot on the uncolored
line above the first R. of CORREOS.
Type 10 . There is a small colored dash or dot
on the lower parr of the white circle around the lower
numeral
EDITOR'S NOTE: The COPAPHIL copy of the
original document does not contain illustrations of the
transfer types of the 1 centavo. The other values are
illustrated on the following page.
The 5 centavos.
The stone for this value was also composed of a
repetition of a group of ten transfers all differing from
one another in small particulars. We have no blocks
showing any of the corner stamps of the sheets or even
single copies with margins from the top, bottom, or left
side so that we are unable to say positively whether
type I or type 6 is the first stamp of the group. The
arrangement of the types in the two horizontal rows is
correct for we have proved this by specimens with
right hand sheet margins. The types arc:
Type 1. The q of DE over the lower numeral
is separated from the white circle below it by a thin
line of color which is sometimes very faint. In most of
the other types this line is borken. Both upper and
lower numerals are slightly tilted forward.
Type 2. The top branch of the Foliated
ornament at the left of the lower numeral has a colored
68
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the C of CENTAVOS across the colored line avove
almost to the C of COLOMBIA.
Type 4. There is a colored spot in the right
stroke of the "0" of "20" at the bottom of the design
Type 5. The foliate ornament at the left of the
lower numerals is broken at its top.
Type 6. There is colored dot to the left of the
lower part of the E of VEINTE, and a heavy dot of
color is shown in the end of the line of shading at the
left end of the scroll.
Type 7. The fine of shading is peculiar as in
type 6, but the defect is not so marked. There is a
colored dot at the end of lower stroke of the E of
VEINTE.
Type 8. A colored line extends diagonally
upwards from the left side of the solid color of the
lower value disc, and nearly touches the outer colored
eirek. There is a dot of color near the end of the
horizontal stroke of the "2" of the lower '20."
Type 9 There is a Little dash or dot of color to
the left of the I of VEINTE.
Type 10. There is a faint spot of color
(sometimes two) near the end of die middle stroke of
the E of VEINTE.
'I'he 50 centavos.
The stone for this value was made up of a
horizontal strip of five transters which had to be
applied twenty times. We thus have only five types of
this denomination and these were arranged on the
sheets as follows:
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5
2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5 I
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 c 1 / 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5 1 / 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5 l 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 c 1 2 3 4 5
Although we have blocks large enough to prove
this arangement,wc have no marginal stamps or blocks
by means of which we can prove the actual order of the
types in the snip. The numbers preceding the folowing
descriptions are quite arbitrary.
Type 1. There is a microscopic dot of color
just above the the left projecting end of the upper
border. It nearly touches the design. There is also a dot
of color about Vaunt. to the right of the scroll at the top
and !ilium. above the design.
Type 2. There is a small dot of color under the
third star from the left very near the lower right point
of that star.

The 10 centavos.
The stone for this value was also composed of a
group of ten transfers repeated ten times as shown on
the diagram of the l centavo. Although we have strips
of 10 stamps showing the full width of the sheet, we
have no specimens showing top or bottom margins, so
that we are unable to determine whether our type l or
type 6 is the first stamp of the group.
Transfer Types:
Type 1. The "D" of DIEZ" is so badly formed
that it looks somewhat like an "0".
Type 2. The star at the left of DIEZ has its left
lower ray longer than on any of the other types.
Type 3. There is an uncolored flaw on the end
of the scroll, at the lower left side, where it curves

hack, and there is a colored dash down the Ica stroke
of the "0" of "10" at the base.
Type 4. There is a small colored dot on the
white line below the B of REPLr BLICA. The disc on
which the lower numerals repose is somewhat
misplaced to the left.
Type 5.The value disc at the bottom is raised,
and a small colored dot almost touches the top right
side of the "I" of "DMZ."
Type 6. There is a short colored diagonal dash
above the star to the left of DIEZ.
Type 7. A colored dash crosses the center of
the right stroke of the "0" of the lower "10."
Type 8. The outline of the colored ground of
the lower numerals is rough at the top and the white
circle is wider above this roughness than anywhere
else.
Type 9. The star at the right of D1EZ in the
bottom label is defective. It looks Like a diagonal line
from right to left with another crossing it at right angles
and still another line, parallel with the last, but not
crossing the first one.
Type 10. A fine colored dash, curving upwards
to the left, is shown under the lower right ray of the
large central star.
The 20 centavos.
Here: again tack of material prevents us from
giving the correct order of the ten types which exist
The stone was evidently made up in a similar manner
to the lower denominations, and although we arc able
to describe all ten varieties, the numbers attached to
them are arbitrary. The types are:
Type 1. There is a dash of color parallel with
the top stroke of the E of VEINTE. which touches that
stroke for about half its length. The colored line below
the A of REPUBLICA is broken.
Type 2. The line under the A of REPUBLICA
is broken as in type 1 and there is a small colored dot
under the left stroke of the N of CENTAVOS.
Type 3. A colored line extends from the top of
70
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edition
Perforation.
The stamps were all perforated 14 by a single line
machine. This gauge is not found in connection with
any of the other regularly issued stamps of Bolivar.
Bi-sected varieties_
Innumerable bi-sceted varieties of most of the
values of this issue may be found, such as halves and
quarters of the stamps used for a half or a quarter of
the original value. There appears to have been no real
necessity for these hi-sections and while some were
possibly legitimately used and allowed to frank letters,
the majority of those on the market arc palpably of the
made-to-order variety cancelled by some obliging
postal official. A complete list would be wearisome as
the philatelic interest in these varieties is slight the
mere mention of their existence will, we think, suffice.
Proofs and essays.
We know of no proofs or essays of any of the
stamps of this issue.
XI The 1899 Provisional.
In January 1900 the philatelic journals announced
the issue of the I centavo of the preceding set
overprinted with seven parallel wavy lines in mauve.
This variety must, therefore, have been issued not later
than December 1899. The only cancelled copy we have
seen is dated December 27th 1899 though for many
years the catalogs listed it under the date 1900.
Gibbons catalog also lists this variety as being
overprinted with a star —an error of description which
has run through several editions. The star is simply a
cancellation. For what reason the stamps were
overprinted is not clear. It was stated at the time of
issue that the overprint made the stamp available for
foreign postage, but this explanation can hardly he
correct. Except perhaps for the franking of newspapers
this value would he of no use for foreign mail; even if
it were used in the manner such an overprint would be
meaningless outside Bolivar; and we believe the
stamps were available for foreign postage anyway. The
variety is scarce and but a few could have been issued.
Editor's note: I have copied the last paragraph
exactly as it appeared in 1915. The authors were totally
incorrect in their conclusions. To begin with they
underestimated the volume of printed matter mailings
(which included traditional New Year's greetings).
They seem to have been totally unaware of the
"Thousand Days" civil war and its effects on the
Colombian postal service in the last months of 1899.
What is more surprising is their statement that they
"believe the (Bolivar) stamps were available for
foreign postage" anyway. One would have expected
that they would have been aware of the U.P.U.
regulations.

Type 3. The frame line at the right is broken
just below the shield.
Type 4. There is a small dot of color in the left
stroke of the "0" of "50" at the top and the left end of
the projecting border at the top is broken.
Type 5. There is a small colored dot just
outside the bottom frame line below the letters TA of
CINCUENTA.
The l Peso.
There are five types of this value with the stone
being made up in the same manner as that used for the
50c. The distingusing marks of the types are as
follows:
Type 1. A small colored vertical line, slightly
over 'Alran. in length is shown to the right of the
ornament after UN in the lower label.
Type 2. There is a faint dot of color in the 0 of
PESO. There are two small dots of color (sometimes
three) in the lower part of the numeral "1" and a
scattered group of colored dots in the space between
the circle around the numeral and the P of PESO.
Type 3. There is a small dot of color about
half way between the 0 of PESO and the end of the
label. There is also a faint dot of color above the E of
the same word.
Type 4. There is a colored dot about half way
between the P of PESO and the circle around the
numeral, level with the bottom of the letter.
Type 5 The vertical stroke of the E of PESO
extends slightly beyond the top horizontal stroke.
There is also a small dot between the P of PESO and
the circle as in type 4.
An irregular block of this value in our possession
shows a transposed transfer, type 1 being in place of
type 4 viz: —
a 3
3
3
3

4
4
1
4

S
5

5 1 2 3 4 5
Possibly similar errors of transposition may occur
in other denominations in parts of the sheets we have
not seen. These stamps, though not priced very highly
in the catalogs, seem remarkably scarce in pairs and
blocks.
Paper.
All six values were printed on ordinary white wove
unwatermarked paper. Gibbons catalog gives a variety
of the I centavo on buff paper, but all of the latter tint
we have seen had no gum and appear to have been
discolored by some accidental means. Editor's Note:
This variety was still listed by Gibbons in the 1989
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COLOMBIA, THE 1899 DEFINITIVE ISSUE
by Jim Cross
assume that there are a number of other examples in
the collections of some of our members who are urged
to send photocopies or descriptions of their covers so
they can be added to the COPAPHIL records.
Uses of the 1 centavo stamp
During the first period the main use of the lc
stamp was to pay the printed matter rate. Only one
cover has been recorded showing this use. It cannot be
dated because it was cancelled with a Bogota
handstamp which does not include a date. Many loose
stamps are seen cancelled with an undated Calamar
oval cancel. Apparently there was a large scale mailer
of printed matter in that town during this period, but no
example of this mail on cover has been recorded
During the early days of the civil war two covers have
been recorded from Cartagena with ten I centavo
stamps paying the foreign postage rate, probably due
to a shortage of 5 and 10 centavos stamps caused by
the rebel blockade of the Magdalena river..
During the second period the main use of the
stamp was to make up the 5c postal card rate on
unsurcharged postal cards. Debbie Friedman exhibits
an example from Cerrito with 3 stamps added. Two
similar uses have been recorded. No inflation period
uses of the I centavo stamp have been recorded.
Uses of the 5 centavos stamp
During the first period the 5 centavos stamp paid
the postage on an ordinary domestic letter. Only one
such usage on cover has been recorded, a 1 Feb 1901
cover from Bogota to Girardot. Five covers have been
recorded showing use of two 5 centavos stamps to pay
the foreign postage rate. The most unusual is a cover
with the pair of 5 centavos stamps cancelled by the
oval cancel of Correos Departmentalcs Yarumal. This
cover has been previously illustrated in this journal.
Another unusual cover has a single 5 centavos stamp
on a letter to Paris with a 50 centimes French postage
due stamp added. One cover has been recorded with
four 5 centavos stamps paying the second step of the
foreign postage rate.
During the second period two covers have been
recorded with pairs of the S centavos stamp paying the
domestic postage rate — one, from Ocaria, is registered.
Three covers have been recorded with four 5 centavos
stamps paying the foreign postage rate and one has
been recorded with a pair of the 5 centavos stamps and
a 10 centavos stamp paying that rate. An unusual cover
in the Norbert Bork exhibit shows a block of eight
5 centavos stamps paying foreign postage and
registration on a letter from Pasto. The stamps are
cancelled with an ms. Pasto and wavy lines and the
registration number_ I don't have a photocopy of the

This year marks the 100th anniversary of this issue
which was the last Colombian issue printed by
Demetrio Paredes. It was printed its accordance with
the contract of 18 May 1895 in new designs authorized
by Resolution 365 of 9 September 1898 because the
plates of the current issues were worn. Paredes
prepared stones for four denominations: 1, 5, 10 and
50 centavos in identical designs. Apparently a stone
was also prepared for a 20 centavos stamp, because a
limited number of mint copies (possibly proofs) are
known. However, this value was never issued.
The stamps were lithographed on colored paper
stock.: the 1 centavo in red on yellow paper, the 5
centavos in red brown on salmon paper, the 10
centavos in brown on pale rose paper and the 50
centavos in blue on pale lilac paper All four values are
found perforated 12 and all values but the 50 centavos
arc also found perforated 12 x 13 Y2. Tcmprano values
these compound perforated stamps at 1'h times the
basic stamp value. Like almost all of the perforated
stamps printed by Paredes, copies are known
imperforate and missing either horizontal or vertical
rows of perforations. None of these appear to have
been regularly issued. The margins of the sheets were
not perforated, creating stamps with one or two straight
edges.
No catalog gives an exact date for the issue. They
were probably printed late. in 1898 and placed in use as
stocks of the previous issues were exhausted. The
earliest dated single in my collection is a 10e cancelled
24 March 1899 in Cali. The earliest use on cover that
I have recorded is a 27 Jul 1899 cover with the 10
centavos stamp cancelled in Guacari which is in the
Robert Muller collection.
Mint multiples of stamps of this issue seem to be
quite scarce. I have not recorded any large multiples
and there are none in the traditional philately exhibit of
Norbert Bork which includes this issue. Anyone having
mint blocks of four or larger is urged to report them to
the author_
No studies of this issue have appeared in the
literature. As the stamps were lithographed a detailed
study may he able to determine the layout of the stones
and whether more than one stone was used for any of
the values.
Uses of these stamps on cover fall into three rate
periods: the first from 1899 thru 28 Feb 1902, the
second the period of doubled rates from 1 Mar 1902
thru 31 Dec 1903 and the third the inflation frankings
after adoption of the 1 Jan 1904 gold currency rates. .A
total of 34 covers have been recorded showing uses of
stamps of this issue. These are described below. 1
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R/CARTAGENA handstamp cancel).
During the second period three covers have been
recorded with two 10 centavos stamps paying the
foreign postage rate. During the inflation rate period a
cover is known sent by the Corrco del Comereto de
Cucuta with the 10 centavos stamp paying the second
step of the foreign rate. The stamps were accepted at
face value in this silver currency area.
Uses of the 50 centavo stamps
Only one item has been recorded showing the use
of the 50 centavos stamp. This inflation period use
shows four copies of the stamp paying the 2 centavos
gold rate on a picture post card sent from Medellin.
Summary
The purpose of this article is to call attention to
this overlooked issue and to stimulate interest in it. The
relative scarcity of mint multiples and the limited
number of examples of uses on cover make this a real
"sleeper" among Colombian stamp issues.

backstamps which may be from either 1902 or 1903.
During the inflation period one cover has been
recorded with twenty copies of the 5 centavos stamp
paying the domestic 2 centavos gold rate.
Uses of the 10 centavos stamp
During the first period the 10 centavos stamp paid
the postage on a foreign letter weighing up to 15
grains. However, probably due to limited distribution
of the stamp in 1899 while stamps of earlier issues
were still available and due to the outbreak of the civil
war, examples of this use are surprisingly scarce. Only
four have been recorded thus far. One cover has been
recorded with a pair of the 10 centavos stamps paying
the second step of the foreign postage rate, two with a
10 centavos stamp and a 20 centavos stamp of the
previous issue paying the third step of the foreign
postage rate and one from Cartagena with four 10c
stamps paying the third step of the foreign postage rate
and the registration rate (the latter with the
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PROVISIONAL STAMPED PAPER AND REVENUE STAMPS
OF THE "1000 DAYS" CIVIL WAR
by Debbie Friedman
suimps and revenue stamped paper. These have not
been studied as closely as the stamp issues and much
remains to be learned about them Shown below are
portions of several items of revenue stamped paper
showing various wartime usages.

The "IMO Days" Civil War not only caused
disruptions m the postal service necessitating
provisional stamps issues and unusual measures as a
result of stamp shortages. The evidence indicates that
similar disruptions occurred in the supply of revenue
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The first is from a note for a loan signed 3 January 1903. Third Class stamped paper of the 1901-1902 series with
value of 4 pesos was used with a manuscript surcharge "Habilitado para el Bienio del1903 y 1904. Vale scis pesos"
signed by Angel M Gomez Mas. Interest on the loan was deducted in advance from the principal of 10.800 pesos.
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The second is from a note for a loan signed 24 May 1903. Third Class stamped paper of
the 1901-1902 series with a face value of two pesos was used with a printed surcharge in red
"Habana& para el Bioznit) de 1903 y 1904. Tercera (31 Vale scis pesos $6. El
Expendedor Gomez Mas Interest on the loan of 8000 pesos was 4% per month.
The final example at the right is a 1 Peso Revenue Stamp of the First Class of the series
of 1903-1904 in violet. This stamp was listed by Forbin for the 1903-1904 period, but it is
clearly like the "locally printed- national issues.
Shown on the following page is a -passport- issued to Alfredo Tonrs of Honda. This was
issued by the Gobi:mai:ion Militar de La Plaza and bears a second class 4 pesos revenue stamp
inscribed Tolima. Forbin lists this stamp for 1899.
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FROM THE EDITOR'S MAILBAG
A letter was received from Richard Stambaugh. 613 Old Codies Avenue, Neptune NJ who writes:
"I am compiling a catalog of the world's postage meter stamps which my co-author and I hope to publish within
the next three years. We need help with the meter stamps of Latin America. l would like both to establish a source for
current metered mail of Colombia and Panama and also to get in touch with collectors of the meter issues." Any of
our members who are interested in meter stamps are invited to write to Richard.
JOrg Maier writes from Germany writes from Germany concerning Alan Anyon's Cinderella Corner article in the
September 1998 issue on the "Bogus 1921 Retard') Issues." "I have a strip of five of the 2e., the types of the surcharge
are arranged: Figure 2 - Figure 1 (more like Figure 3, but with the ')' closed) - Figure 2 - Figure 2 - Figure 1. A strip
of three of the 10e shows: Figure 1 - Figure 2 - Figure 2 (positions 2 - 3 - 4?). A pair of the 10e shows: figure 2 - figure
1. (Positions 4 - 5?). In the article nothing is noted about the arrangetnent of the surcharges, but in my opinion only
one printing was made from a setting of five.
Secretary Lariy Crain sent me a most unusual "dead letter" which is illustrated below. It is easy to understand how
some mail is undeliverable, but it is a hit disconcerting when a letter addressed to: "Administracion Postal Nacional,
Ministerio de Communicaciones, Edificio Murillo Toro, Bogota" is returned. On the box on the reverse the line
REHUSADO was checked, indicating that AMPOSTAL refused to accept the letter addressed to it.

Crain
807 Pennsylvania Ave.
Medford.170
i

97501 EE.,
39001

Cy

•

....17,3 116

A

0
AdministraciOn
0
WLMinisterio de Communicscione:
Edificio Murillo Toro
Bogota, D. F., Colombia, South America

1
ALAN ANYON"S
CINDERELLA CORNER

COLOMBIA: FORERUNNERS OF THE NATIONAL RED CROSS STAMP
22,298 of 29 May 1933) provided for a stamp to be
used in Bogota for that city's Red Cross Week
runninbg from 22 to 27 May. There was obviously
insufficient time to produce a definitive issue. The
Women's Antituberculosis Committee of the
Colombian Red Cross had issued a 2c stamp inscribed
LI ICH A ANTM 1BERULOSA earlier that year.
Lithographed in pale blue, black and red, it was
perforated II. It was now surcharged with a large 5 in

The first national stamps to raise funds for the
Colombian Red Cross was issued on 27 May 1935
(Scott RAI, SG 477) for obligatory use on all mail
during the Red Cross Week of 27 May to 1 June. It
was ordered by Law 9 of 1934 (Diario Oficial No.
22,739 of 19 November 1934). However, a number of
provisional Red Cross stamps were issue in 1933 and
2934 as well as two local definitives.
Decree 970 of 20 May 1933 (Diario Oficial No
76
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grey-green and red, perforated 115. An example
postmarked 17 May 33 has been tOund. Whether this
stamp is covered by a naetional decree or is purely a
local initiative is unknown.
By Decree 990 of 9 May 1934 (Diario Oficial No.
22594 of 26 May 1934) a further stamp issue was
authorized for use in all locations observing a local
Red Cross Week and parcels were included as well as
letters. The Bogota week ran from 21 to 26 May Once
again it was necessary to provide provisional stamps
there. The seemingly unlimited supply of the 1933
LLICH4 ANTIMBERCULOSA stamp was used,
surcharged with a large red 5 in red. Three different
types were produced (Figs. 6, 7 and 8). al! differing
from the 1933 stamp_

red (Fig. 1) for use during the week. On 27 May 1933
Decree 1008 (Dant° Oficial 22304 of 5 June 1933)
extended the use of stamps to the Red Cross Weeks in
Medellin and Buenaventura running from 29 May to 3
June. The former city produced three provisional
stamps. The first again utilized the LUCHA
ANTlTI WWI ROSA stamp which was surcharged in
red in four lines eRl IZ ROM.SELLO
ADICIONAL Valor 50.05 MEDELLIN-1933 (Fig. 2).
•

Figure 2

Figure I

This same red surcharge was applied to a red
edged octagonal label as the second provisional (Fig.
3 ), while the third used the same label, but was
inscribed in red in four lines: CRUZ ROJA/SELLO
ADICIONAUMEDELLIN/1933 (Fig. 4). The
overprints of these Medellin stamps have also all been
found printed in violet The total number of the
Medellin provisionals issued was 5001, of which the
first was 1679. the second 491 and the third 2831.
Nothing is known as to whether Bucnavei g ura
celebrated the Week by using a special stamp,
CRUZ ROJA

CRUZ ROA

SELLO AGICONAL

SELLO 4QICIONAL

Valor $ 0, 05
MEDELLIN - 1933

Figure 3

Figure 6

Figure 8

The 1934 Red Cross Week in
Medellin was f rum 28 May to 2
June. This time the local authorities
were better prepared than in the
previous year and issued a
lithographed stamp printed in deep
sepia and red, peforated 12 (Fig 9,y
The gum on these stamps was very
poor and most copies seen are badly
f igure 9
stained_
In Barranquilla the 1934 Red
Cross Week took place from 4 to 9 June. The 1933
LUCHA ANT1TUBERCULOSA stamp was used on
mail there during that week without any surcharge.
These forerunners are not common stamps as may
be guessed from the numbers printed of the 1933
Medellin issues. However, they provide an interesting
introduction to any display of Colombia's national Red
Cross issues.

ivladoWn •
• 1 „E.?P,.•

Figure 4

Figure 7

Figure 5

The city of Bucaramanga also issued a Red Cross
slap in 1933 (Fig. 5). Lithographed by EDIT LA
CABANA - BUCARAMANGA, it is printed in deep
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TWO UNUSUAL POSTAL HISTORY ITEMS

75% of
normal
size

ti•
r•

1918 registered cover to Buenos Aires showing rare use of the 1917 4 centavos registration stamp. The UPAE treaty
authorized mai! from Colombia to Argentina to be franked at the dotnestie rates. (Courtesy Eric Harris).

4

71,

Envelope sent from Honda to Fresno viz the Tolima Departmental Postal Service on 20 March 1896 franked by a
Tolima 10 centavos cubicria which paid the postage and the insurance fee for contents up to 10 pesos. The envelope
contained 14 pesos, 30 centavos, requiring 10 centavos additional postage which was paid by a 10 centavos stamp.
(Courtesy of Anthony Wilkinson
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COLOMBIA NEW ISSUES
27 November 1998_ A three stamp triptych was issued commemorating Muisca mythology. Denomination of each
stamp was 1000 pesos. The stamps were issued in sheets of six with mrroLoGLA. WAWA between the two strips
of stamps. They are based upon a mural by Luis Alberto Amnia which was painted in the Hotel Tequendarna
Bogota The figures on the mural, each of which is found on one of the stamps are ( Bochica, (2) Chibehacum and
(3) Bachue and Huitica, individuals in the Muisca mythology. The stamps were printed on a dark red background.
By Thomas Greg and Sons. The stamps size is 55x_50min. Quantity printed is shown as 600,000 (presumably 200,000
of each design). 3000 official first day covers were prepared.
15 December 1998. A seven stamp set was issued commemorating Academies Colombians. The academics are: the
Language Academy, the Medical Academy, the Academy of Jurisprudence, The Academy of History. The Academy
of the Exact, Physical and Natural Sciences, The Academy of Economic Science and the Academy of Ecclesiastical
History_ The seven stamps were printed in a single sheet with a se-tenant label inscribed Acadcmias Colombianas.
The face value of each stamp was 500 pesos. 100,000 sheets werre printed by FESA S.A. 3200 official first day
covers were prepared. The stamps were designed by Camilo Andres Sanchez_

COLOMBIA $

09, : COLOMBI

000434
••
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COLOMPHIL: NUMBERS 3 AND 4, A REVIEW
Dieter Bortfeldt has furnished copies of these two issues of COLOMPHIL for our library. The two issues have a
total of 60 pages. It contains articles in both English and Spanish. Some are in both languages. Major articles are:
(E–English, Spanish,
Number 3. November 1998
• La "Primers" Estampilla de Colombia by Dieter Bortfeldt (S). The first revenue stamp of Colombia 12 pages.
Includes a photocopy of a complete sheet of 42 and plating of the individual positions.
• Estado Soberano de Antioquitt„ Falsas, Fantasias y Buenas by Dieter Bortfeldt with Rodrigo Urihe I. (ES).
1 l pages. Includes enlarged photographs of originals and counterfeits/reprints.
• El "I centavo" Escudo de 1890 y /895 by Dieter Bortfeldt (5). 4 pages. Identifies three printing plates and two
sub-types.
• A one page article by James C. Johnson. shows an 1897 registered cover from the Correo del Comercio de Cucuta
with a previously unrecorded registration marking, a large R in a rectangle with r
Number 4. January 1999
• Prefilatelia con Lupa by Dieter Bortfeldt (5). Nine page article discusses recently discovered counterfeits of
Colombian pre-philatelic postal markings. Includes seven pages of photographs of originals and fakes.
• Cundinamarca: The 1883 Typeset Issue by Man D Anyon. (E). 5 pages including numerous color photoloaphs.
• La Mesa sobre la mesa By Dieter Bortfeldt (SE). Nine pages. Discusses the date of the second issue of Colombia
and a cover franked with the 10 centavos of this issue cancelled by an oval LA MESA FRANCA which was sold
by Kohler auctions in 1997. Dieter questions whether the cover is genuine and presents a lengthy discussion of
the postal markings known from La Mesa
• Comptulia Colombian de Navegackin Aires_ The first issue - the overprinted Curtiss labels by James Johnson
Jr. (E). 5 Pages. Illustrates the stamps with the six types of overprints. Color illustrations.
Colomphil is published three times per year by The Colombian Philatelic Research Society. Annual dues are
30,000 pesos annually in Colombia and U.S. $40 per year overseas. U.S. subscriptions may be sent to James Johnson
Jr., 5401 Collins Ave. Apt 525, Miami Beach FL 33140. E-mail jamcsgioriajohnsongworldnetattnet.
European subscriptions may he sent to Alan Anyon, 12 1 The Fairway, Wembly. Middlesex, HAG 3TH, Great Britain.
E-mail: Adanyon@aol corn

CLASSIFIED
Classified per line; one issue 5.50, four issues $1.50.
Business cards; one issue $1.50, four issues $5.00.
PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE. COPACARTA, Volumes l thin VII; per volume U.S. $12_00. Canada $13.00,
Foreign $15.00; complete set U.S. $76.00, Canada $82.00, Other $95.00; Volumes Vfll thru XTV; per volume U.S.
$8.00. Canada $9.00. Other $11.00; complete set U.S. $50.00. Canada $57.00. Other $69.00. Postal fiLvtory and
POSenTarkS of ihE Audiencia de Quito by George Maier – hard cover $33 soft cover $28 (add $2 for postage outside
of the UfS. or Canada). Prices include airmail postage. Send orders and checks payable to Robert A. D'Eha to
Indef
COPAPI-M., library do 1290 Howard Ave. Suite 321, Bur/Morrie CA 94010.
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