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DROPPED - NOM PAYMENT OF DUES
271 ARENAS, Gustavo

Mr. Ballou collects Panama, codes 34-56. Sr.
Castro collects Panama, codes 51-56, 6] and 66-67.
Mr. DeBruyne collects Colombia coees 07-10 and 16
gnd Panama codes 51, 39-60 and &6. Mr. Weexsteen
collects Colombia code 07 and mail from Colombia o
France and vice versa.

As of 10 September we have 40 advance orders for
the Panama Postmark Handbook. Remember that the
pre-publication prices are valid only thru the end of
Oxctober. Interested members who have not yet ordered
the handbook are reminded to submit their orders as
soon as possible. This will be a limited edition with the
number of copies printed depending in part on the

number of advance orders received.

The next COPAPHIL mail bid sale will close on 3
January, The catalog will accompany the next issue of
COPACARTA. Because of the large number of new
members, it is appropriate to review the instructions for
consignors, Members planning to consign more than ten
items should contact the Sales manager in advance by
mail or c-mail at pmacross 4615 ¢om. Consignors are
required to set minimum bids, which must be at least
£5.00. Most members are specialists and consignments
of interest 1o specialists receive priority and are maore
likely 1o sell. Send lots 1o COPAPHIL to arrive after
20 Oxctober 2003. Commissions are 10%.
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The following members have contributed at least
£5.00 and are recognized as coatributing member for

2003-2004:

359 R, Ameen 318 P. Lamastus
Ci6 E. Arosemena 382 F. Lange

J6l Iy, Avery C52 D Leeds
333 1. Backo 177 W, Lowrie
399 H. Ballou C57 A. Marks
167 M. Barie 121 M. Marks
162 K. Becker 176 G. McKenzie
Cl14 F. Brid 158 C. Meroni Ir.
332 G. Caruso Co0 B, Mitchell Jr.
CI19 L. Crain 368 H. Munro
336 ). Diaz-Seixas 307 P. Oxdegard
289 T.Faistauer 378 V. A. Pascual
302 W, Forstreuter C65 V_B. Pascual
C30 D. Friedman C91 M. Preciado
244 A Frohlich 263 1. Prince

C31 H. Frome CTh K. Rowe

Debby Friedman will speak on Saturday, November 2

wWWW, chicagopex. com

i available at

2 at CHIC AGOPEX on the Postal Stationery of Colombia from
1060 11 AM. in Room 5 of the Conference Center of Sheraton Chicago Northwest, 3400 West Euclid Ave, Arlington
Heights, Illinois. The United Postal Stationery Society is holding its convention there. Information on the show s
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198 P, Gatons 351 5. Schaffer
347 R. Grace 240 M. Simison
C90 E. Harris 272 5. Sismondo
177 K. Homnby 352 G. Tiemney
C40 R. lreson 128 L. Venegas
389 J. Johnson M. CE2 'W. Walion
389 ), Johnson Jr. 094 G. Wayman
3R8 . Johinson 84 B. Welch
316 W, Eraesmer 334 ). Zambrano
318 P. Lamastus

Five Colombia exhibits have been accepted for the
show in Bangkok. Augusto Peinado will show stamps
of Santander, Felipe Toro will exhibit classic
Colombia, James Johnson will exhibit Colombian
Postmarks 1843-1870 and Incoming Airmail to
Colombia and Jerome Kaspaar will show a one frame
exhibit of SCADTA Postal Stationery. Anyone
attending the show is urged to send a report for the next

IS5,

SPACE FILLERS

Let me also extend a welcome to the eleven new
members who have joined us. This is the largest
quarterly gain since AMERIPEX in 1986. Much of the
journal this year will be devoted to the Panama
Centennicl.

Documentation of postal history is the largest
remaining task for philatelic organizations. There are
catalogs for stamps and many issues have been the
subject of published detailed studies, but there are
relatively few references for postal history.

When | organized COPAPHIL rwenty years ago, |
would not have been able to write the summary of
postal history in this issue. Ten years later when Dr.
James Helme passed away, | still would not have been
able to write it. However, the labor of drafting the
Panama Postmark handbook with the cooperation of
members having substantial holdings of postal history
material has been a great learning experience. | am sure
that the listings of recorded covers are incomplete, but

as is usual the publication of what is available will be
a catalyst to bring out the additional data in the hands
of members. | hope 1o hear from many of vou as a
result of this article. The photos accompanying the
article are not always as clear as | would like, Often |
had to begin with poor quality black and white
photocopies and due to space limitations, most are
reduced from 50-60%.

In addition to the article in this journal, | have also
written a study of Panama postal history with my ideas
about what constitutes premium material and how it
should be judged. That article will be published in the
November 2003 issue of “ The American Philatelist ™ It
is based upon my collection of the 1924 Panama Arms
issue and sclected covers franked with stamps of that
issue. 1 will be happy to send a copy of the article to
members who are not members of the American
Philatelic Society. Just write me or send me an e-mail.

Jim C ross




SEPTEMBER 2003

COPACARTA

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK

While the summer is not particularly conducive 1o
philatelic pursuits for me, there is a lot of news. First,
| want to thank Patrick Lamastus for donating the
domain COPAPHIL.org and space on his server 1o host
it. He will be working to develop the site. Given the
limits imposed by geocities, this has much greater
potential for an interesting and educational web
presence. Second, the efforts of David Zemer, who is
managing the sale of memberships on ebay have been
noted by Wayne Menuz, a long time member who is the
current editor of the United Postal Stationery Society
journal. In commenting on using ebay for recruitment,
he wrote “Wow. What a clever idea. Maybe one of
our UPSS members will take the initiative and copy
this brilliant idea...” My thanks 1o David for a job well
done. Welcome to our new members who found us
through ebay. 1 hope you will find membership in our

group a source of mformation that will enhance your
collecting. 1am surc among our members you will find
others who share vour interests, no matter how
specialized they are.

2004 marks the 20™ anniversary of COPAPHIL so
we will also celebrate that milestone at our meeting at
TEXPEX in Dallas. Details about the April 2-4 show
and a prospectus are available at the show’s website

ST W il i heml. 1 will be
happy to send an application to exhibit if you don’t
have Internet access, Fascinating exhibits of rarely seen
Colombia and Panama material should be a strong
incentive to come. More information will be available
in the December COPACART A. Meanwhile mark the
date on vour calendar,

Debby Friedman

TREASURER'S REPORT

INCOME STATEMENT FY 2002-2003

INCOME
Duses 1468.04]
Contributions 465,50
Mail Sales Commissions 239.71
Library Fess 254,13
COPACARTA Ads 514,50
Investment Income 315.23
Publications Sales 193 25
TOTAL 365932
EXPEMNSES
Printing 934,65
Postage BOT. 06
Supplics 38,77
Library Expense 257.85
Coanputer Expense 200
Biail Sales Expense 102,82
TOTAL ES T
NET INMCOME 228.17

MNote: Prinfing expense includes cost of printing 23
additional copies of the ColombiaPanama Bibliography.

BALANCE SHEET AS OF M JUN 2003

ASSETS

Cash in Bank 1297 68

Petty Cash 36.51

Libeary Cash Account 544,19

Accounis Receivable 11925

Investrenis 11,404, 75
TOTAL 13,402.38
LIABILITIES

Prepaid Dues 97285
RESERVES

Balance on | Jul 2002 12,201.36

Met Income FY 2002-2003 21T
TOTAL 1242053
TOTAL LIABILITIES & RESERYES 1540238

Mote: 5300.00 was transferred from the Library Cash
Account to our checking acoount afier the close of the FY.

Accounts Recervable are Paypal payments made 1o our
European representative and not transferred to our bank
pccount prior 1o the end of the FY
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PANAMA POSTAL HISTORY TO INDEPENDENCE
by Jim Cross

This is the first of three issues which will be mainly
devoted to Panama postal history in celebration of the
centenniel of Panama Independence. AL the 2002
COPAPHIL general meeting | proposed a more
extensive project which would have included publication
of an expanded postal history with from 500 1o 800
illustrations. However, the Panama collectors present
felt this would be too much of an effort at this time in
addition to the handbook project.

CUne goal of the articles 15 o illustrate as many of the
better Panama postal history items in one publication as
possible, so that the issues can serve as a major
reference for collectors. | have selected fifty-one items
that | consider 1o be gems from this period for
illustration. | have consulted with other Panama
collectors, but the choices are mine, Some illustrations
are in black and white because color is unavailable -
others becanse they have already been illustrated in
COPACARTA in color. To save space these are coded
C=mmm vy with the date of thc issue replacing mmm
and vy,

The miformation i this summary 15 what | am aware
of. Undoubtedly other covers will be discovered in the
future, which mav change some of the quantities given.
This history is divided into the following topics:

*  The colonial period to 1821,

The stampless period 1821-1859

The pre-LL.P.U, period 1859-1881

Forwarding Agents 1834-188]

Consular Post (ffices to | 881

Panama State Postal Service 1855-1886

LL.P.L. Period -Colombian Stamps 1881-1887

LI.P.L. Period - Stamps for Panama |B87-1903

PANAMA COLLECTIONS

There have been a limited number of specialized
collections of Panama postal history. Many of the early
Panama collectors specialized in the stamps. rather than
paostal history. Early collections of note included those of
Henry Colman, John Luff and Frederick E. Heydon,
Heydon published a slim handbook describing Panama
issues thry the 1921 Centenary issue which is still an
important  reference especially concerning the early
issues after independence. However Heydon made only
a few mentions of postal history,

In his article on the 1887- 1 888 1ssue Dr. Helme listed
Panama collections known to him as those of Blum,

L ] L ] -

Burrus, Conger, Coveleski, Grebien, Lilly, Lurch,
Shay (this may be Schay), Tows and Worthington. |
have little information about these collections, some
of which may have been sold by private treaty,
perhaps 10 Dir. Helme,

Colonel James DeVoss, Executive Secretary of
the AP.S. was the lirst individual to exhibit Panama
postal history. His exhibit included covers originating
in Panama from the colonial period, the pre-stamp
period and the pre-LILP.U. period. It included covers
originating in of ransiting through the French and
British consular post offices there.

lts main strength was a comprehensive collection

of mail handled by forwarding agents in Panama.
DeVioss exhibited the collection from 1969-1978
winning LLS. Grand and Champion of Champions
Awards, three International Large Golds and three
International Prix d*Honneur awards. He published
100 copies of a bound book with photocopies of his
exhibit pages and the text of articles on Panama
forwarding agents which he had published in the
Collector's Club Philatelist. The collection was
divided into 344 lots and sold at auction by Sotheby,
Parke Bernet 25 October 1978, Mo one currently has
a comparable collection of the forwarding agent
COVETS.
John Myer had a specialized collection of
Colombia which included Panama material. He had
a large holding of the Panama state stamps. He
published an article on reprints of that issue and
another on the use of Panama stamps in Cauca which
is discussed below, His Panama state material was
purchased by Norman Hubbard, who showed it at the
COPAPHIL general meeting in Baltimore in 1988,
This collection was sobd 1o Jose Castilleyo. Castillejo
also acquired many specialized Panama postal
history items. He sold his collection outright to
AFINSA which broke it up and sold it at auction
4 November 1999,

Gustave Schay was a Panamanian collector and
apparently the first individual to do research in
original Panama sources. He found many auwdit
reports of the Panama and Colon post offices.  His
collection included quite a few covers. He wrote
articles on Panama Registration and AR. stamps
which were published in the Congress Books for
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1961 and 1962, In 1964 he sold his collections and his
research notes to Dr. James B. Helme.

Dr. Helme was a collector of the Canal Zone who
hecame interested in the Panama stamps overprinted for
use in the Canal Zone and ultimately became a specialist
in Panama. During his collecting career he acquired
numerous Panama covers from 1881 to the 1940°s. His
carliest exhibits were the “Fourth Panama Issue™ of
1904 and “Panama Airmails”. He “retired” the former
exhibit and sold the latter. He then exhibited Panama
Registered Mail from 1881 to 1906 receiving a national
gold and a large gold at ESPAMER in Buenos Ajres.
This exhibit was also “retired” although he continued
acquiring material for it. He then turned his attention to
an exhibit of the Panama 1887-1888 issue which won
national and international gold medals and was being
shown at CAPEX 1996 when he died suddenly. His
collections were offered for sale by private treaty at
PACIFIC 1997, but not sold. They were sold at auction
in 150 bots by Shreves Philatelic Galleries on 26-27
June 1998, The covers in the “Fourth Panama™ and
“Fanama 1887-1888" exhibits were sold intact as pan
of these exhibits, except that registered covers in the
Panama 1887-1888 exhibit which had been part of the
registered mail exhibit were sold with it. All but fifteen
of the registered covers were sold as a single lot, Charles
Meroni Jr. bought this lot and nine of the fifteen covers
offered separately.

Dr. Helme had sold his holding of covers of the 1906
Hamikon Bank Note Co, issue to Federico Brid prior to
his death and in his will he designated Federico to
receive his notebooks, including the notes received from
Gustavo Schay. Federico had previously received
photocopics of the notebooks and these have been
donated to our library and are available for study by our
miemmbers.

The late Jairo Londofo exhibited Panama postal
history from the colonial period thru independence, His
colkection was auctioned by Corinphila 3-5 October
2001 . The purchaser of a larise lot in that sale offered
ws T2 lots in the AFINSA sale of 19 December 2002,

A number of collectors among our members have
holdings of Panama postal history and several have
exhibited them. My exhibits of Colombia 1886- 1899
and the Colombian Civil War 1899-1904 contain
several frames of Papama covers. Dr, Emesto
Arosemena, Fritz Lange, and Alvaro Castro-Harmgan
have exhibits which include early postal history.

COPACARTA

Charles Meroni Jr. is exhibiting the former Helme
Panama Regisiered mail with some notable additions
including key items from the Castillejo and Londofio
collections. The first five frames of his exhibit cover
the period from 1881 to Independence.

SOME GENERAL COMMENTS

In order to understand Panama postal history
readers should keep three factors in mind.

«  Very little domestic mail has been preserved due
to the climate and insects which make
preservation of paper difficult without special
precautions.

«  Thebulk of the population using the mails lived
in just a few larger cities and mail from smaller
towns is scarce. No covers have as yet been
recorded from 60% of the pre-1913 post offices,

«  Most recorded foreign covers are addressed 1o
the United States and major countries in westerm
Europe. Covers to other destinations are scarce.

COLONIAL MAIL

The earliest letters sem from Panama were
probably reports sent to the king of Spain and the
Council of the Indies by ofTicials in the colony. These
were carried by Spanish ships calling in Panama.
Probably some of these are preserved in Spanish
archives, but no published listing of them is known to
the author. Private citizens probably sent letters on
these ships as well, but there is no record of any that
have survived.

In 1757 the Vice-Rov of New Granada initiated a
postal service. Some mail from and to New Granada
was routed thru Panama, so the service included
carriage of mail between Portobelo and Canagena,
The earliest colonal letter recorded from Panama,
dated cerca 1777 and addressed to Cartagena, is
evidence for the existence of such service.

Al that time Portobele was the Caribbean port
serving Panama. Mail was carmied 1o the city of
Panama abong the “Camino del Reyv.” The table on
the following page lists the recorded covers from the
colonial period.. Covers selected for illustration are:
No. 1. The earliest recorded cover from Panama. |

The only cover with this Panama postmark.

Mo. 2. The only recorded example of the VIVE |

FERRNANDO T marking.

Mo, 3. Only recorded colonial cover from Portobelo., |
Omlby colonial cover mailed within Panama. |

v
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LIST OF RECORDED COVERS FROM PANAMA DURING THE COLONIAL PERIOD

DATE POSTMARK ADDRESSEE AUCTION RECORD
T PabiAabds Losensd hMavan, Camagona Soder & Llach 19 Jum 591 4418

T Mar 1THE FAMAMA Camilo Tormes. Santa Fe Deoms 23 Chot 1978 2149
12 PANAMA FRAMCD ey . Husnaveniura CORINPHILA 3 Ot 2001 8617
28 Jan | T9E PAMAMA FRANCA Aduana de Guayagual Sober & [loch 15 Feb 1995 [933
ca [R00 FAMAMA Cabildo de la Cnudad, Guatemaks Soker & Llach 10 Mar 1998 2034
30 Aug 1EOT PakAdA Camilo de 1s Torre, Santa Fe Soler & Linch B bmy 3000 3764

28 Jun i E0H FaaMAM A Camil Tormes, Santa Fe Soler & Lloch 20 Ot [592 240

Soler & Lioch 10 Mar 1998 2035
2 Dex 104 FAMAMA FRANCA Camilo Tormes, Santa Fe Soler & Llach 19 Jum 1991 4420

[EA PARMAMA VIVE FERMAMD 7 Camile Tames, Sants Fe AFTRSA 12 Oken 204HD 249

I May 1813 PARMAMA Clemenie v Charo, Havana Deoos 25 Ocy 1978 2150
2 Jan 1B13 FAMANA Josg Ansonss Vanca, Lsma cikay B Sep 2003 H49157712
19 Jum [E15 PAMAMA higuel Piza, Lima efiay B Sep 2003 204937672
6 Feb 1814 PORTOBELLD Ignacw Perer de Soto, Panams AFINSA 12 O 2000 250
TRep 1016 PAMANLA Mlzms de Guisazala, Lema Soder & Llach B May 2000 2765
& Mlar 1820 PAMAKA Ipnacio Poner de Sato, Madrd Soder & Liach 8 May 2000 2766

a IR0 FAMANLA Hilas de Lasmola | "), Madnd

a 1820 PAMANA Coronel T. C. Mosguena, Bogota Soler & Llach 19 Jun 1501 2419

torwarded o Popayan

PAMAMA AS A STATE OF COLOMBIA
THE STAMPLESS PERIOD

Panama became part of Bolivar’s Republic of
Colombia in 1821. When that Republic broke up in
|830 Panama and Colombia remained united in the
Republic of New Granada.. The river port of Chagres
gradually replaced Portobelo as the main Caribbean
port. Mail arriving there was carried up the Chagres
river by boat and then overland to Panama via the Las
Cruces trail. In 1852 Chagres was replaced by Colon
{called Aspinwall by the Americans and French) and
Chagres declined and was eventually abandoned. When
the Panama railroad was completed inl 855 mail was
carried between Panama and Colon by train,

In 1854 the name of the country was changed to the
Granadine Confederation. At this time the national
government abandoned many mail routes serving small
towns and made the states responsible for internal mail
service. The state of Panama assumed responsibility for

delivery of mail in the interior of the state in 1855.
The stampless period lasted untill September 1859
when the Granadine Confederation issued its first
postage stamps. Thirty-cight stampless covers from
Panama have been recorded between 1821 and 1859,
They are listed in the table which follows. They

originated in the towns of
Chagres (1) Panama (21)
Colon (5) Parita (1)
Davad (1) Penonome (1)
Los Santos (2) Poriobelo (2)
Mata (2) Santiago (2)

The Los Santos covers are postmarked H.C.DL.S.
The Santiago covers are posimarked Veragua.
Sixteen of these covers are addressed to Tomas
Cipriano  Mosguera, presidemt of Colombia  of
Colombia in | 849 and again in 1861. His is the largest
preserved  correspondence from  this period. The
recorded covers are listed in the following table.
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LIST OF RECORDED COVERS FROM PFASNANA 1B - 1850

DATE [POSTMARK ADDRESSEE AUCTION RECORD

340000 1822 [PANAMA Giibbs, Cranley & Moens, Lima Deioss 23 O 1978 2151
cik2n  [PAMAMA FRANCO CGiobd del 77! Hoenaventura Deeviss 23 Ohot 197E 2153

12 Apr 1527 |PARANA Tamas ¢ Mesquers, Bogola Coler v Llsch 2 My 1996 17T

& Ot [E28 PAMANA FRANCD sdmimistrator, Diegnl & Tabaons, Popayan

10 Ot IR2E | PANAMA Josg Maswedl Mondoya, Bogma

IH2E - JPANAMA

Tomas Mosquera, Bogota o Popayan

AFTNE A dMov 1906 T

1835 |PAMAMA FRANCA

It Pombae ds Arboleds Popajas

Soler & Lisch 10 Mar 15598 3036

1836 [PANAMA FRANCO

. Lanidom

AFINE A 4 Moy 199 302

|Fn‘]m A, Heran, Pamama

26 Feh 1E3T  |PORTOVELD FRANCA Sober & Llach 20 Cict 1592 246
I 7 Sep 1B3E  |PANAMA DE OFICIO Giral Teemas © de Mosquera, Hogota DeWVoms 23 Owt 1978 2133
4 Feb 1839 [PANAMA FRANCO Tomas Cipreano Mesquers, Bogotd Soler v Linch 20 Ot 1992 2432
{ms. ceriilicacna & Pansmaj AFINGA 4 Moy | 509 103
ca 1839 [PANAMA DE OFHCIO Pedre Alcantara Herran, Bopod AFINSA 4 Mov 1599 306
ca 1830 PANAMA DE OFICIO {ierwernl Tomas C. de Mosquera, Bogotn
T Aug 1840 [PANAMA FRANCO F Huth & Co., Leadon Ievioss 23 Oct 1978 2154
B8 Jul 1847 [PANAMA FRANCO Gral Thoemas C de Mesquera, Barranquills
1841 [HCDLS FRANCA (ieneral Joaguin Paris, Bogota Sold by (. Wayman 1988 Prece List
ca VR4 IP.I'LH}.MFL FRARMCTY Gieneral Thomas C. Mesquera, Popayan AFHSA 4 Mov TR 3010
23 Apr 1842 [PANAMA FRANCD [F Houth & Co., Lomdos
6 Mar 1843 [PANAMA FRANCD [F- Huth & Co.. Landen
t Dec 1843 [PANAMA FRANCD [Mamue! Mosquera, Londen Sober v Liach 20 Ocy 1992 243
ca 1R4  [PANAMA FRARCO [, Carlos Arosemena, Bogoia DeYoss 23 Ot 1978 2156
1845 [PANAMA FRANCO [Presidente, Tomas C Mosquera, Bogota AFINSA 4 Mo 1999 308
ca IB46  [PANAMA FRANCO 15 |Pedro Alcantars Herran, Bogotd Soder & Llach 20 Ot 1992 245

1847 [H.C.ILS FRANCA

Soler & Llnch 6 Mar 19%0 [ TR0

1847 |VERAGUA DE OFIC0

heer Letrado del Sepunda Cacuo, David

1847  IMATA

Juer Letrado del Ciromta, Pansma

14 Jul 1848 {PANAMA DE (FICIO

|Gieneral Tomas O, de Mosguera, Bogoid

36 Sep 1845 [PANAMA DE OFICIO

[Gral. T € de Mosquers, Bopota

AFINSA 4 Mov | 999 305

18448 IMNATA FIRANCA

849 IFAMAMA DEBE

Tomss C. Mosquers, Harraniulls

AFINSA, 4 My |99 304

23 AuglB50 |I'J'I'-Hf-. CHAGRE General Tomas C Mosquera, Panama DaeVoss 23 Ot 1978 2158

21 e 1852 IL"LJLUh-' FRARLA jIX F. Lanman, MNew York

4 5cp 1853 [COLON FRANCA |xrad F. Lanman & Co, New York

17 Mow 1RS2 IET:II_I‘.IM FRRARLC A I[]-ll.-h] F. Lanman & Ca. New York Soler & lach 8 Chol D000 2767

1853 II'."II.H.HM FRAMCA

[Lanman & Kemp, New York

Soler & Llach 10 Mar 1598 3035

854 |L‘iJI.1Jh.' FRAR A

[0, F. Lanman & Co. Mew York

AFTHEA 4 Mov 19599 509

12 Apr 1854 |PANAMA DERE 15 Tomas U Mosquera, Bogota | fr Guayasguil ) Dieoss 23 Oz 1978 2157

M Msv 85T JOOLON DABE jGral Tomas C Mosquera, Bogow DeVWosd 23 Ot [97R 2150

5 Mar |B5X FL'B.I.{:IP-E [ARE Ciral Tome: C Mosguera, Bopotd AFINSA 4 MNov 1995 310

LUindmied [DAVID BE OFICTO

LUndased PANANA 3 |Mdes. 5 E. ¥an Doren, Mew Yok
[Undazed PARITA Tomas €. de Mosquera, Bogoes Soler & Llach 19 Jun 1991 4421
Ili'n-lu-rd FEROMNOME . Pansmia Soler & Llsch & Mar 1990 | T&0
IUmhhrd PORTOVELD lgmacen Perce Debote, Panams AFIMSA Ll 20eHy
I'-'nllr-hl VERAGLA FRAMUA Jur Letrado del Cirounio, Panam




COPACARTA

__ The following covers are illustrated: I
No. 4. Only recorded cover postmarked CHAGRE.
No. 5. Only stampless Panama registered ¢over, *
No. 6. Earliest recorded cover from David.

Mo. 7 Earliest cover with Parita

* Brian Moorhouse bcliewm. this cover may have been

The unigue cover 'Frnm Penonome :&m:l the Veragua
de oficio cover 10 David could have been illustrated but
are impossible W photocopy kegibly.

PRE-U.P.U. PERIOD (1859-1881)

Colombia (then known as the Granadine
Confederation) issued its first postage stamps on
| September 1859, However, they were only valid on
domestic mail and mail to countries in Latin America
with which Colombia had postal treaties. A few covers
to other destinations have Colombian stamps paying
postage to the Colombian port with the addressee
responsible for the rest of the postage.

The bulk of the foreign mail continued 1o be handled
by forwarding agents and the British and French
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consulates. Beginning in 1863 Colombia issued *Porte
del Mar” stamps which allowed mailers in the interior
10 pre-pay the fee for the consular postal services. The
Colombian post offices in the ports where the
consulates were located brought the mail to the
consulate and purchased the necessary stamps. The
service was not widely used and only a handful of dual
franking covers illustrating it have been preserved.
Mone have been recorded from Panama.

All ar most Colombian stamps issued between 1859
and 1876 were sent to post offices in Panama, but only
a few have been recorded on cover. Both Colon and
Panama used oval handstamps with the town name
during the period. However, even loose stamps with
these markings are scarce. The recorded covers are
listed in the table below. There are less recorded covers
from this period than from the colonial period. There is
also & used cubierta on cover sent 1o Urugeay from
Panama. This was sold by Giana Wayman a number of
years ago. [ts current owner is unknown,

LIST OF RECORDED COVERS FROM PANAMA 1859 - 1881
DATE POSTMARK |SCOTT# |ADDRESSEE AUCTION RECORD
FROM PANAMA
77 Mar 1874 | TWR-PANDOT |54, 62 S M. Eder & Co Buenavesmera CORINPHILA 6631
9 Feb 1575 TWHN-FANDDT |69 Wiles Bt Mastin Youngstown OH
30 Apr 1876 TWHN-PANDOE |55 bisest Julia Xinoco, San Francisco CA
20 Jum 1876 TWHN-PAN-DOE |69 Pomgilic Musioe. Cali AFINSA Nov 1999 Lot 444 Front
10 Sep 1876 TWH-PAN-DOR  [67x5, 73 Josse M Cberun, Sonora CA C=Sep 1999
1876 TWN-PANDOT |74 Peter S Smith San Francisco CA AFINSA Nov 1999 Lot 443
21 Nav 1877 TWHN-PAN-OOT |82 bisest % Paud Fourchey, New Orbeans LA
11 Sep 1878 TWHN-PANDGT |75 bisect Gral Tomas C. Meosquera, Popayan
FROM COLON
clgel  |TWH-LLCOL-O01 |4 hew Yok MY CORINFHILA B2 1
I May 1863 [TWNLCOL-002 | 2%(3) John Bageman, Dudley, Wores
1865 |TWN-COL-DOZ |25 Lafmuviea Rasch & Co Ambalema AFINSA Naov 1999 Lot 438

The following covers are illustrated:

Mo. 8. Dual franking of French stamps with Colombian

stamp paying postage from Colon to Panama
C=lun 2003

No. 9 Earliest stamped cover from Colon

No. 10 The earliest stamped domestic cover from
Colon, Scarce destination in Colombia.

No. 11 Bisect on cover from Panama to Popavan
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FORWARDING AGENTS

Most mail to the United States from Panama prior
10 1881 was carried by forwarding agents. Fifty-seven
agents are known, but many only operated for a few
years. They were most numerous immectiately afler the
discovery of gold in California. A number started in
business for themselves and later formed partnerships
with other agents. Most agents are listed by kenneth
Rowe in his definitive handbook on forwarding agents.
Their markings will be listed in the “Handbook of
Panama Postal Markings 1o 1950, As Colonel James
DeVoss pointed out in his artickes, most agents used
handstamps with the words “forwarded by™ in English
or “encaminada por” in Spanish. However, some used
markings without these words. These often cannot be
distinguished from return address handstamps used by
some businesses, Colonel DeVoss was able to verify
from ads in Panama newspapers that some of these
offered to forward mail and covers with their markings
may be forwarded mail.

The earliest recorded cover with a forwarding agent
markings was forwarded 2 Dec 1834 by Juan B.
Feraud, the American consul in Panama from 1833-
1838, The next recorded agent was Frederick W. Byme
who initially used manuscript markings. A total of
eighty-three markings are now listed in the handbook .
Thirty-ome of these markings have been reconded on
only one cover and all are pems. However, space does
not permit their illustration in this article,

A significant number of the recorded covers are
from mail o Lanman & Kemp, a wholesale drug
company in Mew York City, Their correspondence is
lhc- largest source nr'ninetr.':uﬂm CEnlury Latin American

?"-:u. 11. Earliest m:un:lﬂcl ﬁrrl-l-uﬂ:llng aguﬂ COWET.
No. 12 Earliest Frederick W Byrne cover
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CONSULAR MAIL
Postal markings have been recorded from the
following foreign consulates in Panama:

Costa Bica Guatemala  Peru
France Honduras United States
Great Britain - Nicaragua

Only the British and French consulates dispatched
mail from Panama. The others applied transit marks 1o
mail originating in their countries,

Hewvdon and the Stanley Gibbons catalog list British
stamps sent to the consulates. The British stamps were
cancelled with barred oval numeral cancels “C33" -
Panama and “E&8" - Colon. The table on the next page
lists some covers with these stamps. Mo complete
censgus has been taken. They may be more common in
Hritish collections than in Panama collections. ltems
illustrated sold for the highest prices when last sold,
No. 13. The only recorded example of the Bookpost|

marking. It was overstruck, as the cover dud

not qualify for that rate. |

No. 14. Double rate of 2/ plus 6p for late fee.

No. 15, Cover originated in Ecuador and carried
by & forwarding agent who mailed it at the
consulate, Listed as unique in the auction
catalog. but unclear in what way.

|No. 16 Printed matter cover from Panama

The Fremch consulates applied current French
postage stamps to the ketters and cancelled thern with
double circle handstamps reading either PAMNAMA
(Salles 1650} or COLOM-ASPINWALL (Salles 1375).
Early stampless covers with the PANAMA cancel
exist, A partial list of covers is given below. The
following cover is illustrated:

No. 17, 1842 stampless cover to Peru. I-‘F;rrmrl.mg

COVERS WITH FRENCH CONSULAR FRANKINGS FROM PANAMA

DATE SCOTT Nos. | RATE DESTINATION AUCTION DATA & REMARKS
FROM PANAMA
29 Jun 1844 Stampless Lima, Peru AFINSA 4 Now 19494 522+
4 Apr 1872 T Feconton (7). France 3 stamps, unidentified (poor photocopy)
FROM COLON-ASPINWALL
1 Apr 1366 T Lizer (7) | stamp, unidentified (poor photocopy)
15 Jul 1873 Stampless Kingston, Jamaica DeVoss 25 Oct 1978 2273

10
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COVERS WITH BRITISH CONSULAR FRANKINGS FROM PANAMA
DATE  |SCOTT Nos. | RATE | DESTINATION AUCTION DATA & REMARKS
FROM PAMAMA “CI5"
21 O 1865 44, 4% 13 Bruxelies, Belgnm
3 Aug 1856 43place? i Bordeaus. France DeVioss 25 Oct 1978 2307
25 Auig [R5 4% ) Melbowme. Quicensland DeVioas 25 Oct 1978 2308
& Dieg | 846 g, 42, 43 L5 Bam Sehasiian Spain AFTNSA 4 Moy 1999 208
25 blar 1857 4% L Sudney, Mew So. Wales DeVoss 25 Oct 1978 2203
20 Aug 1867 42 I San Francisco. CA AFINSA 4 Moy 1999 309
23 Jan IBGH 44 plwehy? I/ Gilaspow, Seotland DeVoss 25 Oct 1978 2204
25 Sep | BAG $1a plaed b Lima Peru De'oss 25 Oct 1978 2295
T Mo | %64 43a plaeTxd I/ Bordeasy . France AFTMEA 4 MNow 1509 511
6 D 1269 9. 434 9p Hamburg. Germany AFINSA 4 Moy 1999 510
& Aug 1870 42, 43plae 11 B4 Londos, England AFTNSA 4 Moy 1599 512 Registered
20 Feh 1871 33,48 Slplae® |17 Sinigaglia. haly
20 Aug 1871 42 i Limerick, lreland AFINSA 4 Mov 1999 513
Unigue sirike of bookpost marking x'd oul
4 Nov 1871 45a plateh fp San Franctsen, CA DeWoss 25 Oct 1978 2290 also U5, 3¢ & Feru 1d
31 D 1871 54 plates 1 Birookbyn NY DeViass 25 Chot 1978 2297 Peru 1d alsa
20 Jul 1873 o3, Sdplateh x1 |4/ Brelleville, France DeVoss 25 Oa 1978 2298
9 Mo 1874 59 bp Valparatsn, Chile AFTHSA 4 Nov 1990 514
31 Mar |87 62plate 14 By Valparaisa, Chile
5 Jul 1875 G4n I Briuol, England AFTMEM 4 Moy 19499 313
T Mar 1876 B7n i London, Enpland
6 May 1876 2] i London, Englasd DeVioss 25 Ot 1978 230
AFINEA 4 Moy 1999 514
M Jul 1877 G2y 2'b Carinton. England AFINSA 4 bov 19599 517
5 Feh IETR ETplate]3 i Cilaspow, Scotland [De'ioss 25 Ot 1978 2299
21 Mar 1X78 Thplare] 5 dp Port of Spain, Trinidod
21 Apr 1878 BTa I Farfarshire. Seotland AFDNSA 4 Mo 19949 518
Forwarded g0 London |p added
& O 1RTH G2x2 I Brisiol. England DeWoss 25 Oct 1978 2300
B Mar 1879 33 plate2 | 5x1 p Manchester, England DeWiss 25 Oct 1978 2301 Sailor’s rabe
25 Jep 1879 25 4 %1 Thomas AFTHNSA 4 Bupw 19995 514
29 Sep | ERO P N B b Lonadon. England AFDINSA 4 Bow 19599 5 Registerad
19 Oct 1880 Iple?T X4 |[4p Bretiorton Navy service rate
15 Moy 18E] " Ip Montivideo, Uruguay DheWosms 25 Ot 1978 2310 Printed matter
37 Dec 1882 o4 ip Landon, England AFINSA 4 Mov 1999 521
& Aug RIS 103 ip Devonport, Devon, England Late s Moy service fale
FROM COLON “EB8"
21 Sep 1571 34 plates I Mew York MY DreViss 25 (ka 1978 2326
3Apr 1872 [43plaie 12 ap MNew York NY DeVoss 25 Dt 1978 2327
17 May 17K 0 dp Daminica Dhe'Vipess 25 Ot 1978 2128
21 Dec IRED 33plate™! Ip CGrenovn, Haly

11
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PANAMA STATE POSTAL SERVICE

In 1854 the New Granada government discontinued
national postal service to small towns which were nal
located on one of the main postal routes. This affected
all of the towns in the interior of Panama. The state
governments were encouraged Lo operate a state postal
service 1o these towns, Panama started such a postal
service. In addition to serving the interior towns, it also
provided additional mail service between Panama and
Colon via the Panama railroad. The national post
offices apparently dispaiched mail only when ships
arrived or were leaving with mail. At least two wayhbills
are known which document the state service. Each
ketter in the shipment was listed on the waybill with the
name of the addressee,

After a number of vears it was decided that the state
postal service should issue postage stamps. The issue
was placed in use on | September 1878, It was valid
onby on internal mail within Panama and on mail from
interior towns addressed elsewhere in Colombia.

The issue consisted of four values, 5, 10, 20 and 50
centavos. There were three printings of these siamps
and they are found on both thick and thin papers with
several color shades. The 50 centavos stamp on thin
paper is extremely scarce and probably only one sheet
of fifty was printed. During periods of stamp shortages
and possibly to use up excessive stocks of the higher
values of this issue, bisected 10 centavos stamps and
quadrisected 20 centavos stamps were sometimes used.
Perhaps as many as twenty-five covers with hisects and
quadrisects have been preserved. Many have the cancel
of the [hreccion General de Correos which was
established in 1883, Unly one cover with a complete
stamp of this 1ssue has been recorded,

On | April 1886 the state postal service was
abolished and the national postal service assumed
responsibility for mail o the interior towns, Use of the
state stamps of the 1878 1ssue was discontinued..

~ Following covers are illustrated:
Moo 18, Oy cover with a complete stamp, C=Sept7
No. 19. Only recorded registered cover. Faint
{ handwritten markings do not photocopy well
U.P.U. PERIOD - GENERAL INFORMATION

Colombia joined the UP.U. on | July 188]1. The
foreign lemer rate was initially set at 3 centavos per 125
grams, the same as the domestic rate. This was raised
to T centavos on | Movember 1881 and to 10 centavos
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on 1 January 1882, The 10c rate remained in effect

until April 1902 when rates were increased due 10 the

inflation caused by the Colombian Civil War.

The volume of mail from Panama increased
significantly as the use of forwarding agents and
foreign consular services came to an end. The French
Canal construction caused further increases, especially
hetween | 886 and 1889, The trend in mail volume can
be seen from the registered letters which were
numbered sequentially by each post office during cach
year. It is possible 1o estimate annual volume from the
date and number of the latest registered letter recorded
in that year. Afier French canal construction ended
volume fell about 50%, then slowly increased during
the next decade surpassing the previous high by the end
of the century. The following comments apply to all of
the issues from 1881 until 1902.

»  Surviving examples of printed maner covers or
wrappers are quite scarce. The rate was | centavo
for the first 50 grams. Examples of the higher
steps of this rate are even scarcer. The lcand 2c
stamps have been recorded more often in multiples
to pay higher rates than on printed matter covers.

*  Picture post cards came into use in Panama in
| 899, From 1900 they are more common than
examples of domestic mail.

»  Surviving covers from domestic mail are quite
scarce. Sc stamps are more common wsed in
multiples on foreign mail. Domestic covers
showing double or triple rates are extremely
scarce and may not exist for some stamp issues,

*  Letter rates were calculated per 15 grams (% oz. ).
Examples of double, triple and even larger
multiples on foreign mail are found with stamps of
maost issues, especially on registered mail.

* Mo special postage due stamps were issued.
Incoming covers showing collection of postage
due with definitive stamps are guite scarce

# The volume of registered mail from Panama was
quite large, probably equal to that from the rest of
Colombia. After 1892 about 30°%% of registered
covers included an A, R. stamp.

*  The volume of mail from Colon was about half of
that from Panama. No covers have been recorded
from other origins until after the 1892-1895 map
set was issued. Quite a few covers with stamps of
that issue are known from David and Bocas del
Toro, Any other origins are very scarce.

o/
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U.P.U. PERIOD USING COLOMEBIAMN STAMPS
THE 1881 ISSUES
Colombia issued a set of stamps on | July 1881 to
be used on UL.P.U. mail {Scott 103-108). It also issued
a three value set for use on domestic mail. | have not
seen examples of the domestic mail set (Scott 109-111)
used from Panama and no covers have been recorded,
Examples of foreign mail from Panama during the
short-lived 5c and Te rate periods are especially scarce,
Less than five covers probably exist from each. Two
registered covers from the city of Panama are known
from each period. A 30 Aug | 881 registered cover from
Colon is still franked with the 5¢ stamp of the 1876
issue, The dies of the 1881 stamps were re-engraved for
a later printing of the l¢, 2¢, 5¢c and 10¢ values. The
changes were minor, except for the 2¢ stamp on which
the orientation of the numbers in the comers was
changed. Scott lists the date of the re-engraved stamps
as 1883, They were soon replaced by the 1883
perforated coat of arms issue and are scarcer on cover
than stamps of the 1881 printing. The following
examples are illustrated:
Mo, 20, Early 5¢ rate cover from Panama
MNo. 21. Registered cover with S¢ foreign rate
Earliest registered cover from Colon
Early Tc rate cover from Panama.
Earliest domestic registered cover.
THE 1883 PERFORATED ISSUE

This set included Ic, 2c, 5¢. 10¢, 20¢, 50¢, 1P, 5P
and 10P stamps in small format. The four high values
have not been recorded on cover, but loose 50¢ and 1P
stamps can be found with oval PANAMA cancels.
Most were probably used on encomiendas (parcel
shipments). The stamps were in use for about twice as
long as the stamps of the previous issue, Since the
volume of mail was also increasing each year, these
stamps are somewhat more plentiful on cover than the
stamps of the 1881 issuc.

My collection includes a I¢ printed matter use and
a 2c printed matter use franked with a pair of lc
stamps, as well as the 2¢ post card use described in my
article in the previous ssue,

An 1885 domestic cover from Colon 1o La Boca
was offered by Soler & Llach in their 7 July 1903 mail
bid sale. This is the only domestic cover with the 1ssue
from Panama that has been recorded.

The Castillejo collection had six single rate foreign

Mo, 22,
._’*-En. 21,

13

pems. The following examples are illustrated.
‘Mo, 27. 1885 stampless cover with registration stamp,
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letters with these stamps including two with 5¢ pairs, |
have two and know of several others. From 15-24
probably exist with perhaps five from Colon. The
Castillejo collection had a double foreign rate use with
a 20c stamp. Probably less than five exist.

The Meroni collection has single, double, triple and
sextuple foreign rate registered letters from Panama
and a single rate foreign registered letter from Colon.
Probably ten registration uses on cover exist.
 ustrated items include:
Mo, 24, Only recorded 2c printed matter rate wrapper,
Mo. 25. Only recorded use of 2¢ stamp on cover
Earliest Panama private post card. C=Jun(3 |
Only recorded domestic use of 5¢ |
Ciniy recorded domestic cover to La Boca '

1885 STAMP SHORTAGE

Due to civil strife in Colombia in 1885, the stock of
stamps was exhausted in Panama. This shortape was
described in detail in an article in five installments by
D, James B, Helme and Federico Brid inthe Collectors
C lub Philatelist between Julv-August 1991 and March-
April 1992, Briefly, the Panama postmaster notified
foreign povernments of the shortage stating covers
bearing the proper postmark should be considered as
paid. The article listed and illustrated seventeen covers
and a number of others have since been discovered.
Three of the covers were registered. Om the first a
registration stamp was used with no postage stamps.On
the next two a locally designed pink registration label
was applied o the covers. | am only illustrating the
cover with a registration stamp, but all three qualify as

Mo. 26.

THE 18EE-1888 ISSUE

Colombia adopted a new constilution effective
1 August 1886 which renamed the country the Republic
of Colombia and changed the designation of the states
to departments (after the French model). A set of
stamps with the new country name was issued in the
next three wears, but the previous issue was not
demonetized. For the first time, the stamps in¢ haded
portraits of individuals, Simon Bolivar on the 3¢ and
President Mufiez on the 10c. These two values were
issued in | 886 and definitely sent to Panama. The le
stamp issued in 1886 and the 2c and 20¢ values issued
in 1887 may not have been sent 1o Panama - no used
copies have been recorded with cancels from Panama.
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The stamps were only used for a little over a year, 50
uses on cover are somewhat less common than the uses
of the previous issue.

There were two foreign covers in the Castillejo
collection including one franked with a pair of the 5¢
stamps. The Londofio collection had two 11c covers, 1
have two and know of several others. The Meroni
collection has two 10¢ registered covers, one from
Colon and one {"rum Pnnnma and | have one from

‘No. 28. l.'.,mu to rerdmand D:Lﬁseps ﬁ-m the U.S,
Only 1881-87 incoming cover w/postage due.

~ Omly cover with a single 5¢ stamp C=5epll .
U.P.U. PERIOD USING PANAMA STAMPS
THE 1887-1888 ISSUE

During the U.P.U. period Colombia had two
monetary systems. The gold peso (equal to the dollar)
circulated in most of the country, but silver pesos
{equal to about 42 cents gold) circulated in border areas
including what are now the departments of Narifio and
~orte del Santander, in Choco and in Panama, There
were also banknotes denominated in gold pesos, but a
number of pericds of civil strife had led the government
to print banknotes, which had declined in value in
foreign exchange. The salaries of postal emplovees in
Panama were paid in silver pesos and the stamps were
sold for silver. Effectively, this made postage rates in
Panama cheaper than in the rest of Colombia. To
prevent speculators from purchasing stamps there and
using them in the rest of the country, it was decided 10
have a separate issue of stamps for Panama.

A detailed account of this issue was published by
D, James B. Helme in the Collectors Club Philatelist
in four installments from March-April 1986 to
September-October 1986, He published an additional
article on the Reprints, Counterfeits or Favor Printings
of the issue in the March-Aprl 1988 issue and a four
installment update of his original article from January-
February 1990 thru September-October 1990 {except
for the May-June 1990 issue). This is definitely the
most completely studied of the Panama stamp issues., In
the article Dr. Helme illustrated almost all of his
covers, excepl for some of the 10¢ covers, which are
the most numerous. All stamps of the 1ssue except the
¢ were printed on at least two differemt papers and the
Sc was printed on four different colored papers. Only
the two papers of the 2¢ and 50¢ are listed in the Scof
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catalog. Dr. Helme also documented the different
lithographic stones and sheet sizes used.

A registration stamp was also issued in 1888, 1t was
used for two vears in Panama and six vears in Colon,
When the stock was used up, use of Colombian
registration stamps was resumed. There was no
opportunity for speculators, because registration, A. R.
and Late Fee {Retardo) stamps were not sold to the
public, but applied in the post office at the time of
meailing.

A few additional covers have been discovered since
Dr. Helme wrote his articles, A ¢ printed matter use
dated 4 January 1888 has been recorded, as well as a
triple rate printed matter cover with three l¢ stamps.
Two covers with franking including 2¢ stamps have
been recorded (Omlby an auction catalog entry s known
for one of them. Its current owner is unknown and may
be unaware of the cover's value as he purichased it
vears ago for only 35 DM). Three local covers franked
with a S¢ stamp have been recorded. One was in Dr.
Helme's collection, a second is in my collection, and a
third is a registered cover in the Meroni collection. The
Helme collection lot had forty-five covers of this issue
including thirty 10c covers and there were twenty-one
covers of this ssue in his registered mail collection.
Probably at least thirty more exist.

The stock of 50c stamps in Colon was so large that
they continwed in use until independence and there were
enough available for overprinting after independence.
Four of Dr. Helme's Colon 50c registration covers
were dated afier 1895 including two at the 1902 postal

rates, The following covers are illustrated:

WNo. 29, A lc printed matter rate cover

|Mo. 30. Triple printed matter rate wrapper

Cly pre-independence example of this rate,

Moo 31. Cover with lec, Zc & 5c and 2¢ postage due
Only outgoing cover with postage due, C=Jun97
Ome of twio recorded uses of 2¢ stamp on cover. |

No. 32. Only domestic registered cover of this issue.

THE 1892-1895 ABNCo. ISSUE

The ABNCo. archives indicate these stamps were
printed in 1888, It is not known why or by whom they
were ordered while the issue primted in Bogota was
being used. The le, 2e, 3¢ and 10¢ values were
delivered in 1892 and the remainders of the stamps of
these denominations from the previous issue were
returned to Bogota, The 20¢, 50¢ and 1P stamps were
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placed in circulation | Jan 1895, The Helme collection
contained a first day cover of the 20¢ value. Two sheets
of 100 were printed vertically on cach pane. When cut
apart, one sheet had a straight edge at the wp and the
other a straight edge at the bottom, so 5% of the stamps
have a straight edge.

This issue was used until Independence and
quantities of all values were overprinted from 1903 to
1906, including stamps further averprinted for use in
the Canal Zone. Uses at the rates in effect from April
1902 and in the Colombian Department of Cauca are
discussed later. A summary of the 3™ Panama issue
covers in the Helme and Londofio collections was
published in the June 1997 COPACARTA. The Helme
collection had 162 covers of this issue from ordinary
mail plus over 80 from registered mail.

Dr. Helme had a half dozen uses of the 1¢ stamp on
printed matter covers. There are probably at least ten
incleding one in my collection. There were also two 2¢
printed matter rate covers, one with a Zc stamp and one
with a pair of lc stamps. Picture post cards came into
use in 1899, although not officially authorized by the
Colombian government. Perhaps as many as a hundred
1899- 1902 used post cards with 2¢ stamps exist, many
in post card collections. The Helme and Londodio
collections each had about fifieen 2c post cards.

The Helme collection had five domestic covers from
David firom late] B4 franked with bisected | (¢ stamps.
At least two of these were charged postage due wpon
arrival in Fanama. The Londofio collection also had a
bisect on a David domestic cover. There are probably
less than ten other uses of 5¢ stamps on domestic
covers and most of those recorded are single rate
covers. The Helme collection had only one domestic
registered cover dated prior to Aprl 1902,

Orver a hundred 10c single forcign rate covers exist.
Dir. Helme had about eighty from the two rate periods.
He had twelve covers from David including the bisects
and others from David exist. He had thireen covers
from Bocas del Toro from both rate periods and ten
Bocas del Toro registered covers in this rate period.

Dr. Helme had two covers and a registered cover
from Santiago. One cover has been recorded from
Aguadulce. One cover has been recorded with a
MENSAJERO NO. 1 cancel. Mensajeros number 2
and & are known on loose stamps. This may be a
marking applied by messengers on the Panama
Railroad trains.
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“Canal Zone Stamps™ by Plass, Brewster and Salz
briefly discussed these messengers and their duties after
independence.

Covers are known with Colombian Late Fee stamps,
11- 13 which were used on the isthmus. Probably less
than five covers with each stamp exist, Covers with
stamps of this issue are found with both the 1892 and
1895 Panama registration stamps. The 1892
registration stamps are scarce from Cobon. There is one
registered cover from Santiago. About 30% of the
registered covers also have an A.R. stamp.

During the 1899-1902 civil war on two occasions
there were shortages of registration stamps. The first
was i March 1900, For three days 10c stamps
handstamped with a large red “R™ and a registration
number were used in the city of Panama, One domestic
cover to Barranquilla and one foreign cover have been
recarded with this stamp plus four obviously philatelic
local covers. A locally printed registration stamp Scott
F3 was used in Panama for the next six months. Only
one cover with this stamp has been recorded from
Colon where there continued to be a supply of
Colombian registration stamps. A mailing of perhaps as
many as 400 registered letters was made to stamp
dealers and colleciors in Europe, At least 10%% of the
covers from this mailing have survived. All have five 2c
stamps paying the postage plus the registration stamp.
Orther uses of this registration stamp on cover are quile
SCarce,

More Colombian registration stamps were received
in Panama late in 1900, A second shortage developed
in 1901, The provisional stamp was printed again in a
new color {Scott F4) and wsed for about a vear. Colon
still had Colombian registration stamps, but provisional
stamps were senl 1o Bocas del Toro and David. This is
shown by subsequent uses, but no covers from these
tevwns at the 10 registration rate have been recorded..

Several covers have been recorded with the 10¢
postage stamp used as a registration stamp and
cancelled by a handstamp with “E Colon™ in a circle.
They show the cancel tied the stamps to the covers and
was not an overprint, but it did fit on the stamps and
stamps were struck with the handstamp and sold. These
are listed in major catalogs. The following covers are
lustrated:

Mo. 33, Earliest AR, cover from Colon

~ Regular stamp with A.R. cancel.
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Mo, 34 Domestic registered AR, cover
No. 35 Domestic registered cover with March 1900
provisional registration stamp.
No, 36 Registered cover from Colon with regular
postage stamps paying registration fec.
Wo. 37 Largest known franking of this iSSUE
Only used multiple of | pes.
THE 1894 SURCHARGES

In the last two months of 1894 there was a shortage
of e, 5S¢ and 10¢ stamps. | recall reading somewhere
that there was a dispute with the American Bank Maote
company about the payment for the stamps printed in
1888 which had not been delivered. As a result no
further lower value stamps were delivered until this was
gettled. Unfortunately, 1 saw this many years ago and
cannot now find the source, but it seems to be a
reasonable explanation.

As a result Panama surcharged stocks of the 2¢
stamp and 20¢ and 50c stamps of the | B87-1888 issuc.
Federico Brid published a detailed study of the settings
used for the overprints in the December 1999
COPACARTA. The carliest recorded use on cover isa
10 registered cover dated 4 November 1594. The
stamps were used for the next three months in Panama
and Colon and Bocas del Toro. No copies were
apparently sent to David, leading to the use there of the
hisected 10c stamps on domestic covers previously
described. Probably at least fifty covers with the
stamps exist, almost all foreign rate letters, two have
heen recorded from Bocas del Toro, Many registered
covers from the Mallet correspondence exist with
various combinations of these stamps. A number are
damaged or have stamps removed. Only one cover has
heen recorded with the 10c on 50¢ on pelure paper —no

photocopy  is  available. Following covers are
illustrated:
No. 38 David bisect cover withl Oc surcharpe used

as a postage duc stamp. C=Mar 2003
Only pre-independence cover to the Far East
Only Panama registered cover with
San Francisco Exchange label. C=5e¢p 2001
THE 1902 RATE INCREASE =
The rate increase occurred on | March 1902 in the
rest of Colombia, but was apparently nod implemented
in Panama for another month, The earliest recorded
cover with the new rates is dated 8 Apr 1902, Most

Moo 3%
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rates were doubled, but the post card rate went from 2¢
to 5¢. No new postage stamps were issued as the
existing denominations were adequate for franking at
the new rates. However, months passed before
Colombian registration, AR, and Late Fee stamps in
the new denominations were sent to Panama.

In Colon two of the old stamps were used to make
up the new registration and AR, rates. In Panama the
provisional registration stamps were surcharged 10 20¢
creating Scott F5. In Bocas del Toro ane cover shows
a pair of the 10c provisional registration stamps (Scott
F4). These stamps were later locally surcharged 20¢
using two different handstamps. These are nof listed in
any major catalog. One cover has been recorded with
the first handstamp and two with the second. A
registered cover from David has an unsurcharged
registration stamp, which was probably sold for 20¢.

The 1902 rates were only in effect for eighteen
months prior to independence. Thus far no printed
matter uses have been recorded. during that period.
There are probably at least fifty Sc post card uses -
Helme and Londofio had about ten each, Colombian 2¢
postal cards were uprated by adding 3c in postage
stamps when mailed.. Diomestic COVErs are scarce.

No 40 Quintuple rate cover with the |P stamp
Only recorded use of 1P during this period.

No, 41 Only registered cover with twol0 provisional
registration stamps.

No. 42 Only recorded cover with first Bocas 20c
surcharge on Scott Panama F4.

MNo.43 Earliest David registered cover C=Mar 03

Mo, 44 Onlby cover with regular 20c stamp

Used as a registration stamp from Colon.
Mo, 45 Only recorded Panama use of Colombia 14.
No. 46 Triphe rate registered domestic cover.

Cmly pre-independence cover to Gatun.
USE OF PANANMA STAMPS IN CAUCA
John Myer documented this use in an article in the

American  Philatelist in June 1950, His aricle
illustrated use of a pair of 2c stamps on a printed
matter cover. The Helme collection had five covers
showing uses from Cauca. Three others have been
recorded, Two of these are dated in 1904, All uses are
from towns in what is now the Department of Marifio:
Barbacoas, Pasto, Tumaco and Tuguerres. Each cover
15 umigue, but only three are illustrated here,
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No. 47. Only use of 1 peso stamp.
No. 48, Earliest recorded use, only domestic cover.
No. 49, Only use on registered cover,

POSTAL STATIONERY

Colombia issued its first post cards in 1881, The
first issue was denominated 5 centavos. However, the
LLP.U. postal card rate was 2 centavos, so the 5c
stamps were surcharged 2c until a new issue could be
prepared. One use of the surcharged cards is known
from Panama and will be the subject of an article ina
future issued. Postal cards with the new country name
were issued after the 1886 constitution was adopted.
Postal card use was quite common from Panama and
after 1883 none of the cards are particularly scarce.
Many were sent 10 Europe and they are a good source
for French paguebot markings.

Correct uses of the reply half of double Colombian
postal cards are quite scarce. Two uses are known to
Panama from Germany, both from the same
correspondence and registered..

After the April 1902 rate increase, the ¢ cards
continued to be used with J¢ in stamps added. The
Colombian government surcharged the remaining stock
of the 2¢ cards to 5¢ and in 1903 a 5¢ postal card was
issued. It is believed neither of these were sent 10
Panama. No used cards have been recorded and there
was still a stock of 2c cards available after
independence which were overprinted o produce the
first Panama postal cards.

SEPTEMBER 2003

Following items are illustrared.

50. Post card with MENSAJERCO No, | cancel.
Only item reconded with this cancel.
51. Used reply half of postal card C=Sep 1991
CUBIERTAS

Colombia issued insured letter stamps, known as
cubiertas, for use on letters transmitting money. These
were large gummed labels which included a
denomination. They were pasted on the reverse of the
envelope and the date, sender’s name and destination
was written on the labels, They were firsi issued
1865 and vsed umtil 1899 when the service was
suspended due to the civil war. When the cash was
delivered the addressee receipted for it on the label and
the envelope with the label was filed by the receiving
post office. Most issues are fairly common used from
the rest of Colombia, because the files were sold after
they had been retained the required time. However, only
a handful of used cubiertas from Panama are known
and all but one of these have been removeded from the
covers. One exception has already been mentioned, the
cubierta used to Uruguay in 1865 which transmitted
mint stamps, rather than cash.
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inti i — Third Panama lssue: Scott 72 and
WANTED PANAMA: Examples of the several printings of m? following stamps .
74: Fourth Panama Issue: Scout 77, 78, 79 and 81. These will be used to complement my study of the Canal Zone

overprints on these stamp
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406 YAMASAKI, Carod ...... 12473 Wost Kieindale Rd . ... ..., . Tucscon AZ B5TOS ... ... UiGA
REINSTATED
C55 MALZ Leo...... ..... . 425Broadway ................. NéwYork NY 10013 ... USA
M5 MILLER, Adam ........ 18 0manStNgalo .............. Waellinglon .......... NEW ZEALAND
CHANGES OF ADDRESS
46 KEELER, Davis _...... R R e T Quoque MY 11959 ., ..., UsA
168 WEDA, Pasd  ...... e T S P Rotterdam 0TS HY . .. .. HETHERLANDS
RESIGMATIONS
C08  BARRIGA, Alvaro 373 LINGEN, Roy

DROPPED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES.

356 BALLINGER, Walter a7 GUTIERREZ, Javier 374 RUIZ, Bruca

Bl BETAMCOURT, Marta 304 HERLIKOFER, Riober am SAPIESZKD, Andrew
385 CASSIBRY, Bob 04 EREMPER. William 303 SPINELLA, Mal

c23 DHETZ, Robear 363 OLSS0N, Bruce a7 SUCRE, M. Femando
Cas FAIRLIE. Michas A00 ROINAS, Gunnar 383 WYHNG, John

123 FLETCHER, Bob

It is a pleasure to welcome back charter member Leo live in & 284 unit mobile home park overlooking Lake
Malz after several year's absence due to ill health. Leo Jennings, a San Diego county reservoir. The fire burned
ordered the back issues he missed so he will be current. around the lake and destroyed two homes in our park.

Walter Lange and Richard Decker are recognized as We were evacuated, went to the home of our daughter
additional contributing members for 2003-2004, in nearby Santee CA only to have to evacuate again.

1I"'m sure most members heard of the recent San Diego The more than 2000 homes destroved in Crest and
fires. Your editor can be listed among the survivors. We Harbison Canyon are less than five miles from ours.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK

1 am looking at the 18" of snow outside and tryimg
to think spring. | am assured that it never snows in
Dallas in Aprill 1 hope you have started to make
plans to join us at TEXPEX April 2-4* to celebrate
the 20® anniversary of COPAPHIL". Do consider
exhibiting. Details about the show and a prospectus
are available at the show's website:

: rk. htrnil.

I will be happy to send an application to exhibit if
you don’t have Internet access. Besides interesting
programs and camraderie, fascinating exhibits of
rarely seen Colombia and Panama material should be
a strong incentive to come. If you have never attended
a society meeting, it is a rewarding experience. Last
month, 1 attended CHICAGOPEX, the site of the
United Postal Stationery meeting. Not only did n
provide a chance to see old friends but also the
chance to talk about Colombia stationery with new
acqualnlances,

Several of our members exhibited at the recent
show in Bangkok, but special congratulations are due

to our hard working Librarian, Bob D'Elia for
winning his third large gold medal and special prize
for his Pre-Philatelic and Classic Ecuador. Cur
library continues to grow under his leadership, We
recently added a complete run of Colombia Filatelica
and a partial run of Revista Filatelica de Panama y
Zona del Canal.

If you haven't visited our new web site, do check
it out at www.copaphil.org. There is a new article on
Panama's flat arch that is no more.

Also of note is the article Jim Cross authored in
the November 2003 American Philatelist -
“Collecting Postal History: The 1924 Panama Arms
lssue. It makes for interesting reading.

Lastly, congratulations to Tom Myers who
recently became an accredited APS judge.

Debby Friedman
rhreuer| IT.COMm

THE MARKET REPORT

| have not seen any major sales of Panama or
Colombia material during the last quarter, so | will
devote this column to sabes on eBay. For those of you
who have not bid on material there, the process is
relatively easy. You have to register, but can use a
psendonym instead of your real name. You choose a
password. You can then use their search program 1o
lock for items you are interested in. | search Panama,
Canal Zone, Colombia and Columbia and ask for a
search of both the titles and descriptions. The search
program by default will list the items in the order
they will close. | usually request them by the date
listed with newest items first, There is a dealer who
will not mail to Colombia and he places that
announcement on all his items. You can ask the
search program to skip the dealer's name. If you use
the same searches repeatedly, you can ask eBay o
save them for you (at the bottom of the item
listing). They will be in a file called Favorites which
can be accessed from My eBay. When you see an
item you are interested in, vou can ask eBay to watch
it for you. It is then placed on a watch list known in
your My eBay file.

The next time you log on you can go to My eBay
and it will list the status of the items you are
watching. Many knowledgeable bidders do not bid
until the item is approaching its closing time. eBay
will send you an e-mail listing the items you are
watching which will close within the next 24 hours.

Our member Claudia Johnson is a regular seller
and often offers seldom seen Colombia items. There
are usually from 30 to 50 new items from each
country listed each day. ltems close from one to two
weeks after they are listed. Some items are offered
with a “Buy It Now™ price and these can be
purchased at that price unless someone has already
bid on the lot. A few items are offered with a reserve.
The reserve amount is not shown. If you bid under
the reserve, vou will be tobd “reserve not met.”

One item offered with a reserve several months
ago was a Colombia stampless cover with a nice
double boxed marking ARATOCA FRANCA. This
is the first record of this marking, which is not listed
in Guinovert & Tizon. A member bid on it, but did
not meet the reserve which 1 understand was $475. |
think it still would have been a bargain at that price.
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THE SALES MANAGER'S REPORT
by Jim Cross

The response (o the request For lots for Mail Sale
26 was disappointing. Only three members contacted
me with consignments. As a result the sale is the
smallest that we have had since our first sale. The
catalog is being mailad with this issue.

On the positive side there are a number of lots of
material that is seldom offered. We are also offering
a number of unsold lots from the previous sale with
lower opening bids.

For the benefit of the numerous new members whao
have joined COPAPHIL since the previous sale, |
will briefly summarize our sales policy. Members
may consign any Colombia or Panama material
worth a minimum bid of $5.00 or more. Sellers are
charged a 10% commission on items sold.
Consignors are responsible for setting the minimum
bids they will accept. Unsold lots may be offered,

again but the minimem bid must be reduced by at
least 20%%,

Consignors should keep in mind that most of our
members are specialists, Ordinary mint sets and used
singles usually do not sell unless they are very scarce
or have scarce postal markings.

Bids for this sale must be submitted by 31
January. | usually wait a few days after the closing
date for overseas bids that might be in the mail before
1 close the sale and send out the invoices, Invoices are
sent to winning bidders and lots are mailed when
payments are received. Lots valued at under $50.00
are usually sent by ordinary mail. More valuable lots
are sent by insured or registered mail. Buyers are
responsible for postage cosis, but no  buyer's
premiums are charged.

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

This issue is devoted 1o the second of three articles
on Panama postal history. As vou surely noted | had
difficulty getting acceplable guality pholes of some
of the covers illustrated in the first article. While the
masters were legible, they did not copy as well as |
expected. 1 wanted to illustrate the real “gems™ of
that postal history and often the only available
illustration was a poor photocopy.

In this issue, | illustrate representative covers from
the various issues discussed. | have tried to select
items that will copy well omitting some scarcer items
which will mot.

Az expected, | have already received some
additions to the recently published Panama postal
markings handbook. These are being accumulated for
a possible supplement or future edition. | am also
interested  in  receiving photocopies of Panama
registration markings from 1951 to the present.

Giana Wayman has furnished a photocopy of the
cover which was mentioned on page 9 of the previous
issue. The cover originated in Bopota. It has an
official cubierta on the reverse of an envelope
addressed 0 Montevideo, There are three British
stamps on the front, cancelled with “C35" postmark
of Panama with the consular date stamp of 4 Dec
1868. The black and white photocopy that is
available does not permit identification of the stamps
on the cover (one is a 2p). Therefore this cover

should be in the list of covers from the British
Consular Agency, but not in the list of 1859-1881
covers from Panama,

The postal markings handbook is selling very
well, Sixty-four copies have been sold to members
and several more have been sold o the public by
David Zemer via eBay. Copies have also been
distributed to philatelic libraries which are on our
mailing list. The A.P.S. has promised to publish a
review in a future issue of the American Philatelist.
The handbook is also offered on our webpage. 1 want
to publicly thank the members who have commended
me for the cffort. It was reallv a team effort by the
contributors mentioned in the introduction,

The Panama centennial was marred by the
collapse of the well-known flat arch in the ruins of
the church of Santo Domingo. Information on the
arch can be found on our webpage at copaphil.org.

I am looking for additional illustrations for the
final mstallment of the Panama Postal History article.
Anyone having pre-war commercial airmail covers
franked with the 1934 overprint in black (Scott
CI17A). the 30 June 1937 surcharges (Scott C33-
C39), the 50¢ or 1B stamps of the 1936 and 1939
issues (Scott C25-26, C31-32, C52-53 and Ca0-61),
or airmail covers sent 1o the Far East via the Asia
Clipper between 1936 and 1941 is invited to submit
scans or photocopies, preferably in color.
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PANAMA POSTAL HISTORY INDEPENDENCE TO 1938
by Jim Cross

This article discusses Panama postal history for the
period shown in the title, except for airmail which will
be the subject of the final article in this series.

THE PROVISIONAL STAMP PERIOD

The uprising which led to Panama’s independence
was probably not expected by Panama's postal
authorities. However, the Panama post office had been
an autonomous operation when Panama was part of
Colombia and continued to function unchanged at least
in the early years after independence. Colon, Fanama
and Bocas del Toro continued as the National Postal
Agencies receiving and dispatching mail overseas.

There was apparently a fairly large stock of stamps
on hand both in posi offices and in the former
Departmental Treasury. This included all of the stamps
of the 1892-1896 map issuc. the 1903 Colombian
registration stamps (Secott FI13 and FIT),
acknowledgment of receipt stamp { Scott H3 ) and late fee
stamp {Scott 14), In addition the Colon post office had a
stock of the 50 centavos stamp of the 1887-1888 issue
on both wove and pelure papers.

Initially, local postal officials in Colon, Panama and
Bocas del Toro handstamped their stock of stamps with
the name of the new country. One handstamp was used
in Panama and two different handstamps in the other
towns. It is misleading to speak of these as issues of
stamps since the evidence of covers strongly suggests
that available stamps were handstamped as needed. Two
sets of stamps with typographed overprints were later
issued in Panama and one set in Colon. The limited
covers available from other towns (chiefly David)
indicate that these towns used the pre-independence
stock of stamps without overprinting.

By | January 1904 part of the stock of stamps at the
treasury was overprinted (the so-called Fourth Panama
overprints). These stamps were sent to all post offices
and also were further overprinted for use in the Canal
Zone. These should more properly be listed as a national
provisional issue, rather than a Panama issue.

New stamps with the country name were ordered
from the American Bank Note Company and delivered
later in 1904, These included 1¢ and 2c postage stamps,
a registration stamp, an acknowledgment of receipt
stamp and a late fiee stamp. However, remaining stocks
of the provisional stamps were not demonetized.

In the spring of 1905 Panama converted its currency
from silver pesos divided into centavos to Balboas

divided into centesimos. The Balboa was worth 2.38
pesos. However, no stamps denominated in the new
currency were received until the autumn of 1906. In
the interim the old stamps were sold at the rate of two
to one, e a 10 centavos stamp was sold for 5
centesimos. This was effectively a 19% postal rate
increase. The 1904 special purpose stamps were
withdrawn from sale and ordinary stamps were used
for these purposes beginning 1 April 1906. Before
the new stamps were received a shortage of lc, 2c
and 5c stamps developed leading to surcharging
existing stocks of 20¢, 50c and | peso stamps.
Receipt of the stamps of the Hamilton Bank Mote
Company issue ended the provisional stamp period.
The | centesimo stamp was issued on 31 Aug 1906
and the other values on 20 Nov 1906 and all
remaining stamps of older issues were recalled.

POSTAL RATES
The April 1902 postal rates remained in effect in
the month after independence. These were:
Domestic letter 10 centavos per |5 grams,
Foreign letter 20 centavos per |5 grams.
Registration Fee 20 centavos
Ack. of Receipt 10 centavos
Late Fee 5 centavos
Postal card 5 centavos
Printed matter 4 centavos per 50 grams
These rates were reduced to the pre-1902 rates in
December 1903, The decree has not been found , but
the evidence from covers indicates new rales were
effective 7 Dec 1903, a Monday morming:
Domestic letter 5 centavos per 15 grams,
Foreign letter 10 centavos per |5 grams.
Registration Fee 10 centavos
Ack. of Receipt 5 centavos

Late Fee 2 Y% centavos
Pastal card 2 centavos
Printed matter | centavo per 50 grams.

These rates remained in effect until the Hamilton
Bank Note Company issue was delivered, but as
described above the stamps were sold for half of their
face value in centesimos in 1905 and 1906, The 1904
Taft Agreement with the United States required mail
from Panama to the United States to be franked at
domestic U.S. rates. Actually Panama did not
implement the agreement for letter rates until it joined
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the Postal Union of the Americas and Spain (UPAE) in
1913. It is not known whether the unit of weight was
changed from 15 grams to 30 grams in 1906, but the
decreased quantity of covers showing multiple rates after
than date suggests that it was. The 1906 rates are as
shown below (the domestic rate appled fo the 1.5, and

CZYx
Domestic letter 2; centesimos per unit.
Faoreign letter 5 centesimos per unit.
Registration Fee 5 centesimos
Acknow. of Receipt 2% centesimos
Late Fee 11/4 cemtesimo *
Domestic post card I centesimo
Foreign post card 2 centesimos

Domestic printed mattert: centesimo per S0gr,

Foreign printed matter | centesimo per 50 gr.
* The Hamilton Bank Note Co, issue did not include any
stamps in this denomination. However, a 1908 audnt
report lists this rate (with no stamps available). If the
rate shown is correct, then both of the 1910 provisional
late fee stamps (Scott 15 and 16), neither of which is
known on a genuine cover, are fantasies.

The U.P.A.E. agreement reduced the domestic ketter
mate to 2 centesimos per 30 grams and made this rate
applicable to all countries signing the agreement, These
uhtimately included all of the independent nations of
Latin America and the West Indies, Canada, Spain and
Portugal. It also applied the domestic post card rate to
cards sent to all member nations. It is believed Panama
implemented the agreement on & January 1913,

Special delivery service was initiated on 17 Feb
1927, Mo decree has been seen, but it is assumed the fee
on domestic letters was 10 centesimos and on foreign
letiers 20 centesimos.

On 1 April 1930 the registration foe was raised to 10
centesimos and the Acknowledgment of Receipt fee was
raised 1o 5 centesimos,

There is evidence from covers that there may have
been a short-lived increase m the domestic ketter rate to
3 centesimos at the beginning of 1936. No decree is
known, but covers show rates reverted to 2 centesimos
later in the vear.

Effective 15 June 1939 all letters, post cards and
airmail letters were required to havea | centesimo postal
tax stamp in addition to their regular franking. A portion
of the tax went to a fund for cancer research and
treatmend,
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PANAMA POST OFFICES
There has been little research on Panama post
offices and when they were activated. A list
published in the Canal Zone postal guide in 1915
listed 104 offices. A list of telegraph stations in 1935
listed 120. It is not known if all of the telegraph
offices also offered postal service. Two additional
undated lists exist. They are definitely much later as
they includes post offices in the former Canal Zone.
A composite list of these offices on these three lists is
given in the Appendix of the recently published

“Handbook of Panama Postal Markings to 1950.™

Prior to independence covers have only been

recorded from the following post offices:

Aguadulee MNata®
Bocas del Tore  Panama
Chagres® Parita®
Colon Penoniome
David Portobelo®
Los Santos* Santiago
* only recorded on pre-stamp Covers

Postal markings on loose stamps from several
other offices have been recorded and incoming letters
addressed 1o Gamun, Gorgona, Bohio Soldado, La
Boca and Taboga before independence are known.

Between 1903 and 1950 covers have been
recorded from 76 offices including eight sub-stations
in the city of Panama and one sub-station in
Santiago. The earliest recorded covers are discussed
in the sections on the stamp issues with which they
were franked and a number are illustrated..

SOME GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

Following independence the percentage of the
foreign mail from Panama to the United States
steadily mereased while mail to European countries
became scarcer. Mail to Asia and Africa was very
scarce thru 1939, probably no more than three dozen
examples exist from the forty-seven years. Mail to
other destinations in the Americas remained scarce.

The only origins that are common are the cities of
Panama and Colon. Probably 90% of surviving
covers thru 1941 originated in these two cities. There
may be as many as 150 surviving commerncial covers
each from Bocas del Toro and David prior to 1941,
Omnly one pre-1950 cover has been recorded from a
number of origins and examples of some other postal
markings are equally scarce.
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The volume of domestic mail that has survived is low
— there are more covers addressed to the Canal Zone
than to other destinations in Panama.

Covers with higher denominations of postage issues
are extremely scarce — some stamps have been recorded
only on philatelic covers and a few have not been
recorded on cover at all.

The best general reference for Panama stamps is
“The Stamps of Panama™ by F.E. Heydon which is
complete thru the 1921 centenary issue. “Canal Zone
Stamps™ by Plass, Brewster and Salz has a good
description of the Panama issues that were overprinted
for use in the Canal Zone thru the 1924 arms issue. This
book has some background data which is not in Heydon.
There have been a number of articles on specific issues
in COPACARTA and other journals, but detailed
studies of other issues do not exist.

THE POSTMASTER PROVISIONALS

Panama's independence day was Tuesday, 3
Movember 1903, The only recorded cover mailed that
week is the registered cover mailed on Independence Day
illustrated on the front cover.

Litthe has been written about covers with the
postmaster provisional stamps. The late Dr. James
Helme probably owned more than 60% of the covers in
ithe hands of collectors when he died in 1996. The
auction catalog of the Helme collection lists and
illustrates a few of the covers and gives a count of the
ordinary mail covers by issue. Photocopies of the Helme
Registered Mail collection identify additional covers
which were registered. It is impossible 1o do justice to
the variety of registered covers that exists in this
summary. Readers interested in them should refer 1o Part
11 of my article on this subject which was published in
the Collector's Club Philatelist for May-June 2002,

FIRST PAMAMA ISSUE

Stamps of the 1892-1896 issue for Panama (Scott
15-21), two Colombian registration stamps (Scott F13
and F17), a Colombian acknowledgment of receipt
stamp (Scott H3) and a Colombian Late Fee Stamp
{Scott 11) were handstamped in rose and/or blue-black.
The issue was probably put on sale on 9 November
1903, the Monday following Independence Dav. The
Helme collection included one ordinary mail cover and
two registered covers from that date which he believed
were first day covers.

The use of these stamps spanned two rate periods.
The first was from 9 Nov 1903 to 6 Dec 1903, the
second after 7 Dec 1903, Because of the rate decrease
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the overprinted registration and acknowledgment of
receipt stamps were surcharged with the new rates.
The late fee stamp was not surcharged. The Helme
sale included approximately 50 covers franked with
these stamps (40 sold in one lot), but the distribution
by rate periods is not known. There are probably
from 75 tol00 covers franked with stamps with the
first Panama overprints. Three covers with late fee
stamps have been recorded. There are numerous
registered A R. covers with 2c stamps addressed to
Angelo Lupi in Panama and cancelled 14 Dec 1903.
These are philatelic creations of limited value, not
included in the totals above.

The following cover is illustrated
Mo, 51. Registered cover with AR

First day of new rates.
SECOND PANAMA ISSUE

This was a fypeset overprint, printed in two steps.
The bar that cobliterated the word Colombia was
printed in approximately the same color as the stamp
and then the rest of the overprint was printed in
black. The black overprint was applied in two passes
tothe top and bottom halves of sheets. Dr. Helme had
five ordinary mail covers with this overprint and a
number of registered covers including two of three
known covers mailed 7 Dec 1903, the first day of the
new rates. On one 5¢ sheet the overprint was shifted
1o the right leaving the left column without overprint.
Probably less than twenty covers exist.

The second Panama overprints on the Colombian
registration and acknowledgment of receipt stamps
were produced with a distinctive handstamp. These
stamps are Panama Scott F10-F11 and H11. The
earliest use of F11 on cover in the Helme collection
iz 21 Mar 1904, The stamps often have a second type
of surcharge not listed by Scott. The Helme
collection had only one cover with FI10 used on 29
Apr 1904, The stamp on that cover has a double
siprcharge.

The following covers are illustrated.

'No. 52. The 20¢ stamp used on a double rate cover
MNo. 53. The only recorded cover with Scott F10.

THIRD PANAMA ISSUE
This overprint is similar to the second Panama
overprint, except that the bar is in the same color as
the overprint. The setting of 50 subjects was applied
in two passes 10 the sheets, A more complete
description of their production is found in "Canal
Zore Stamps, "
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The Helme collection had nineteen ordinary mail
covers franked with stamps of this issue. He also had
about a dozen registerad covers, Most of the registered
covers were mailed later and often were franked with
stamps of several different provisional issues and mailed
to known stamp dealers. There are probably about fifty
covers with stamps of the issue. Two covers have been
recorded with the one peso stamip. The one in the Helme
sale was listed as unique, but is not, The following cover
is illustrated:

[Na.54. 2 x 20¢ stamp on quadruple rate registered cover|
with provisional 10c registration stamp. |

FIRST COLON ISSUE

The stamps of the 1892-1896 issue except the 50c
(Scott 15-19&21) the 50c of the 1887-1888 issue on
bath paper types ( Scott 13-14), a Colombian registration
stamp (Scoft F13)and a Colombian acknowledgment of
receipt stamp (Scott H3) were handstamped. Lot 1087
of the Helme sale contained thineen covers with stamps
of this issue and there are several additional registered
covers. The earliest cover is deseribed in the Helme sale
catalog as franked with ten copies of the 1¢ stamp. Since
it is dated before the rate change this is probably a
domestic cover, Only two covers have been recorded
with the overprinted registration and A.R. stamps.

After the 7 Dec 1903 rate change Colon did not
surcharge its stock of Colombian registration stamps,
Instead it began using regular postage stamps which
were cancelled with the R/COLON cancel that had been
used occasionally before independence. Registered
covers exist with stamps with the first, second and third
Colon overprints as well as the general provisional issue
used as registration stamps with an B/COLON cancel,
Scott lists these stamps as F12-F 1 5, but covers show the
cancel was applied after the stamps were on the cover
and usually tied them. The Helme collection contained
four registered covers with 10 centavos stamps with this
overprint and two covers with pairs of the 5 centavos
stamps with the RACOLON cancel. The following cover
is illustrated:
No. 55 The earliest cover with Scott F16 and H17.

THE SECOND COLON ISSUE

This overprint was applied to the same regular
postage stamps as the previous overprint. The earliest
recorded cover with these stamps is dated 11 Dec 1903,
There were no covers with these stamps from ordinary
mil in the Helme sale. He had four registered covers
with these stamps used during December 1903.
However, his registered covers from January 1904
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showed renewed use of stamps with the first Colon
overprints. The following cover is illustrated. :
Mo, 56, Earliest recorded use of stamps of this issue
10¢c stamp paid registration fee.
5¢ stamp paid acknowledgment of receipt fee,|
THE THIRD COLON ISSUE

This was a printed overprint. A description of the
seitings by Federico Brid was published in
COPACARTA in March 2002. The Helme sale
included fourteen covers with stamps of this issue
from ordinary mail, including a wrapper and a 2c
used on a postal card which are the only recorded
examples of these uses. Unfortunately. no photos of
these two items are available. Meither the date of
issue nor the carliest date of use is known. The
earliest use in the Helme registered collection is 26
Jan 1904. That collection had four registered covers
with all or part of the franking with stamps of this
issue prior 1o April 1904, It also had a number of
later covers addressed (o stamp dealers with one or
more stamps of this 15sue.

Late in February 1904 a similar overprint from a
new setting designed to fit on the stamps was applied
to the remainders of Colombia F13 in stock, These
were used as registration stamps for the next six
months. By then the registration fee was 10c and
some of the stamps were surcharged either in
manuscript or with one of two handstamps, However,
for at least a month the stamps were used without
surcharges, The four items listed by Scott as FI17-
F20 should probably be changed to a single listing
with subrypes. The surcharge listed as Scott F19 has
not been recorded on cover, but there is a type not
listed in Scott with numerals 5.5 high found on
covers. The earliest recorded use on cover (with ms.
surcharge) is dated 1 March 1904, The Helme
collection contained twentyv-two covers with the four
varigties of these registration stamps. The following
cover is illustrated: - _
|Mo. 37, Post card with le with both overprint colors|
| (Scott 129 & 131 - latter unique on cover)|

FIRST BOCAS DEL TORD ISSUE

Apparently during the first month after
independence Colombian stamps continued to be used
in Bocas del Toro without overprint. A registered
cover dated 18 Nov 1903 in the Helme collection
showed such use.

The overprint was applied to all of the stamps of
the 1892-1896 issue, to both Colombian registrations
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stamps (Scott F13 and FI17) and to the Colombian
acknowledgment of receipt stamp (Scott H3). Since the
rate decrease was in effect by the time the overprints
were used the latter three stamps should have been
surcharged. However, word of the rate change may not
have arrived on time as the earliest recorded cover with
overprinted stamps dated 10 Dec 1903 appears to show
the earlier rates. The Bocas del Toro post office was
most haphazard in applying these overprints and many
of the twenty-two covers in the Helme registered
collection are varieties not listed in catalogs, Dr. Helme
also had 14 covers and a front with regular postage.
Many of the covers with these stamps are from the large
Wo Kee correspondence. Following covers are
illustrated:

No, 58. Earliest use of these stamps on cover.

Na, 59. Cover with 10¢ stamp used as registration
stamp and cancelled with violet R {unique)

No, 60, 5c & 10¢ stamps as postage due stamps.

THE SECOND BOCAS DEL TORO ISSUE

This issue has been controversial. Stamps of the
general provisional issue had alrcady been sent to Bocas
del Toro when it was first used. The handstamp was
probably prepared to use up the remainders of the
unoverprinted stamps that were still on hand. There are
many counterfeits. However, Dr. Helme had two genuine
uses on cover as illustrated:

Nao. 61. Printed matter cover wilh_puir of lc stamph .

No. 62. Cover with the 10c stamp.

THE GENERAL PROVISIONAL ISSUE
This issue is often referred to as the fourth Panama
issue. However, the stamps were sent to all post offices

in Panama and the title above is more appropriate. The

first printing was completed by the 1% of January 1904
and Dr. Helme's exhibit pages stated that there was a
decree announcing the stamps would be available on that
date and no other stamps would be used thereafier.
However, the stamps still in the hands of the local
postmasters were not recalled and as documented above
they continued to prepare and use provisional overprinis
as long as they had the basic stamps in stock. Dr. Helme
had a philatelic cover on which a copy of the l¢ stamp
was used on 28 December 1903, It was addressed to the
German consul in San Jose, Costa Rica.

All values of this issue went thru a number of

printings, the number depending on the requirements fior
each denomination. The overprint setting was changed
for each printing. Dr. Helme published an article listing

b
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the printings in the May and August 1984 issues of
COPACARTA with corrections in the following
issue. This lists the characteristics of each setting and
the major errors which are found in it. The
description of the settings in “Canal Zone Stamps” is
excellent (they are referred to as forms in that
publication).

This was probably Dr. Helme's favorite issue and
it is & pity that he died before he had an oppartunity
to publish the results of his studies. His mounted
collection, which he had exhibited in the 1970
contained just over 70 covers. It was sold intact as lot
1082 in the sale of his collection. He had 223
additional covers which were sold as lot 1085 and
there were about 100 covers with stamps of this issue
in the registered collection.

The issue was siill in use on 1 April 1906 when
the use of special purpose stamps to pay registration,
acknowledgment of receipt and late fee charges was
discontinued and the regular stamps are known used
on covers for these purposes after that date.

The earliest recorded covers from the following
towns are franked with stamps of this issue;

Baocas del Grado 195
Boquete | S
Chitre 906
Sona 1906

I saw the Chitre cover in the Helme collection and
it was mentioned in the sale catalog, but no photo is
available and 1 do not recall what postal marking it
has. The Boquete and Sona covers are registered and
the former is the carliest recorded example of a boxed
registration marking from a city in the interior, Bocas
del Grado was the first post office in the province of
Bocas del Toro other than the capital. Its postmark
reads Bocas del Drago (an error).

There are probably at least 750 covers with
stamps of this issue. Information is not available for
the Helme covers (other than the registered covers) as
to what printings they come from, how many covers
there are of different rates or how scarce the higher
values are on cover. The following are illustrated:
/Mo, 63, Earliest cover from Boquete. '
'No. 64. 1P on registered cover from Bocas del Toro.
_ Onlyuseof 13 from Bocas del Toro. |

THE FIRST PANAMA ISSUES
The first issues inscribed Republica de Panama
were printed by the American Bank Note Company.
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They mcluded a registration stamp (Scoft F27), an
acknowledgment of receipt stamp (Scott H22) a late fee
stamp (Scott 13) and Ic and 2c stamps in the Panama
map design of the 1 892- 1896 issue (Scott 183-184), The
back of the book stamps were delivered early in August
1904. The map stamps were delivered in December
1904 and copies were fumished to the Canal Zone for
overprinting on the 10™. Scott lists their issue date in
Panama as 4 Feb 19035,

The Helme registered collection had 20 covers from
Panama, 19 from Colon and 2 from Bocas del Toro
franked with F27. The earlicst cover is dated 8§ Aug
1904, & of the covers from Panama and 7 from Colon
also had H22. Two of the covers from Colon and one
from Bocas del Toro alse had 13. It is not known if any
of the covers in his other two 1904- 1906 lois had an 13,

The lc and 2c map stamps would have been used
chiefly on printed matter and post cards. There is no
census of covers with them. The scarcest would be
printed matter uses. The Canal Zone required so many
of these stamps for overprinting that the supply was
exhausted before the Hamilton Bank MNote Company
issue stamps arrived. The supply of 5¢ stamps of the
general provisional issue was also used up,

The following cover is illustrated:

No. 65. Late Fee from Colon (Helme notes on top) |

THE 1306 SURCHARGES

The higher value stamps of the general provisional
issuc and some leftover | peso stamps with the 3™
Panama provisional overprint were surcharged in 1906
tocreate 1c, 2c and 5c stamps. No census of covers with
the surcharged stamps exists. The lc and 2¢ stamps
would have been used on printed maiter and post cards.
The 5c stamp would have paid the domestic letter rate
and also could have been used o pay the
acknowledgment of receipt fee. | believe these stamps
are all gquite scarce on cover, The surcharge seftings
contained numerous errors.

While these stamps are described in Hevdon, the most
complete description is found in “Essai sur les Timbre-
poste Surcharges ( 1903-1908)" by G. A. L. Dumont. A
listing of the types described by Dumont was published
in COPACARTA in March 1996,

The fq:llnwir_lg COVET is_i_l!y_.'iq_uqu_lz
No. 66. 2c used on post card to Mexico.

a2
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THE HAMILTON BANK NOTE CO. ISSUE

These were Panama’s first bi-colored stamps and
their production was unexpectedly difficult. Federico
Brid listed the almost unbelievable number of proofs
and color trials that were made in an article in
COPACARTA in September 1996, Federico has a
large collection of covers with these stamps. He
added Dr. Helme's holding to his own prior 1o the
latter’s death. Federico's collection includes more
than two-thirds of the covers that exist with stamps
of the Hamilton Bank MNote Co. issue, other than post
cards, and 15 good guide to what exists,

The | centesimo stamp was issued on 31 August
1906 and the rest of the issue on 20 November 1906,
Federico has recently obtained a first day cover of the
5 centesimos stamp. He has almost 700 uses of the
stamps on cover. Aboul half of these are on picture
post cards. | have a list of his holdings as of July
2002 which 1 have tabulated for this presentation

It includes 72 post cards from the J. P. Coveleski
collection which he sent to himself in the Canal Zone
often franked with more than the required postage, It
includes 174 other post cards mailed at the |
centesimo domestic rate (also the rate to the U, 5.),
41 cards 1o other foreign destinations at the 2
centesimos rate, 10 cards mailed as printed matter
{acceptable when there was no writlen message) and
24 overpaid cards (chiefly cards to the LS. franked
with 2 centesimos and cards to foreign destinations
with an extra & ¢ franking.). A few cards were
mailed in the Canal Zone with a Panama stamp
added. Most cards were mailed from Colon or
Panama with about fifteen from Bocas del Toro.
Three each were mailed from Taboga and
Bastimentos and one each from David and
Tavernilla. | would estimate there may be as many as
1000 post cards franked with stamps of this issue,
many in post card collections.

Brid's list included 40 covers mailed at the
domestic letter rates, 32 al the single rate and 8 at the
double rate. The franking was most often 2%
centesimos stamps, but various combinations of
lower value stamps were also used, There were 32
covers mailed at the foreign letter rates, 29 single
rate and 3 double rate. The most common franking
was the 5 centesimos stamp, the nexi most common
was pairs of the 2' centesimos stamps. Other
combinations were also used,
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The collection contained 43 registered covers, 19
mailed at the domestic letter rate and 24 at the foreign
letter rate. The number of foreign rate registered covers
is high, because it includes 10 covers mailed to the
Italian stamp dealer, D. Aug. Mottu. The registered
covers show a wide variety of frankings, although most
commonly a 5 centesimos stamp paid the registration
fee. Only two of the registered covers had
acknowledgment of receipt requested.

The domestic letter count above does not include
Federico's holding of 67 covers from judicial mail.
These items, often large envelopes or folders, contained
judicial documents. Often the return postage was
prepaid by the party involved. Frankings on these
documents range from 7% centesimos to 2.55 Balboas,
The covers were mailed between 1906 and 1916. The
franking on the heavier covers often included 25 and 50
centesimos stamps and one even has the 1 Peso stamp of
the 1904 general provisional issue. This issue is the only
pre-1940 definitive issue for which there are numerous
uses of the higher valued stamps on cover. The scarcest
stamp of the issue on cover is the eight centesimos,
which was added to the issue at the request of the Canal
Zone to be overprinted 1o pay its 8¢. registration fee.

Some stamps of this issue exist with inverted frames.
They are often termed “inverted centers”, but as the
centers were printed first, it is the frame which is
actually inverted. At least six covers exist with examples
of the errors, three of the | centesimo and one each of
the 1%, 2 and 5 centesimos.

The earliest recorded covers from the following towns
are franked with stamps of this issue.

Bastimentos 19408
Changuinola 1909
Pocr de Las Tablas 1913
Rio Jesus 1919

There are several printed matter rate covers besides
the post cards and there are two covers to France on
which French postage due was collected.

¥ centesimo siamps were included in this and
subsequent issues, They were chiefly used on domestic
printed matter including mail sent to the Canal Zone.
Examples of these stamps on cover paying this rate are
quite scarce, Pairs exist paying the lc post card rate.

The remainders of the 8¢ stamp were surcharged in
1916 with a large “R" and 5 cts. 10 serve as registration
stamps. Schay wrote that half were sold to collectors
leaving about 15,000 to be used. Covers with this stamp
are guite scarce ~ probably less than a dozen exist.
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__The following covers are illustrated:
Mo, 67, Registered cover wiSe & l¢ wiinverted frame
Mo. 68. Registered cover wiZc wiinverted frame

Mo, 69, 2c on post card to Lourengo Marques

No. 70, Sex2+50c on Judicial cover

THE 1909 A.B.N. CO. ISSUE

Apparently Panama was not satisfied with the
quality of the stamps produced by the Hamilton Bank
Note Company and ordered the next issue from the
American Bank Note Company. It only contained
values to 10 centesimos, because there was still an
adequate stock of the higher values of the previous
issue. The issue included % centesimos stamps in the
1904 map design in two colors, but these were
delivered in 1911 and 1915, It also included an 8
centesimos stamp which was initially only delivered
to the Canal Zone, but finally issued in Panama in
1916 (it is listed separately by Scott). Although these
stamps were set aside for a while in 1915 when the
Panama-Pacific pictorial set was issued, they
continued in use until1921 and there are later uses.

Dr. Helme had about 150 covers with stamps of
this issue which were sold with his later covers ina
single lot. | estimate that there are as many as 430
covers and 1000 post cards franked with these
stamps, including the earliest recorded covers from:

Almirante 1919
Bejuco 1920
Chiriqui Grande 1920
Chorrera 1914
Concepcion 1920
La Palma 1911
Pese 1920
Remedios 1911
Sixacla 1920

The scarcest stamps on cover from this issue are
the 8 centesimos and the ¥ centesimo rose. After the
U.P.A.E. letter rate was reduced to 2 centesimos in
1913 the 2% centesimos stamp was chiefly used to
pay the acknowledgment of receipt fee.

In 1917 part of the stock of the 8 centesimos
stamp was surcharged with a large “R™and “5 cts.”
o serve as registration stamps. Schay wrote that
30,000 stamps were overprinted, but the stamps were
still in use in 1929, suggesting more copies were
overprinted, as the volume of registered mail from
Panama approached 100,000 items per vear.
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Remainders of the 5 centesimo stamp in orange were
overprinted “Retardo™ and surcharged | centesimo in
1917, Remainders of the % centesimo in rose received
the same overprint and surcharge in 1921, No non-
philatelic covers with these stamps have been recorded.

The 2 ' centesimos stamp was overprinted with the
mitials “A. B." in 1916. The stamp had long been used
to pay the acknowledgment of receipt fee and the
overprint was probably added to create more philatelic
demand for mint stamps. The AR, stamps continued in
use until 1930, A few covers have pairs of the stamp
used to pay the 5 centesimos A.R. rate afier | Apr 1929,

With this issue and the following issues there is
increased use of stamps to uprate postal stationery
envelopes. | centesimo envelopes have stamps added to
pay the I centesimos letter rate and 2 centesimos
envelopes have stamps added to pay the 5 centesimos
U.P.U. letter rate. They may have been used in part
because individuals who seldom wrote letters did not
have a supply of envelopes in their home and purchased
stamped envelopes from the post office.

The following covers are illustrated:
No. 71. 2c on cover with Remedios “star™ marking.
Mao. 72, 2c on reverse of cover from Chirigui Grandse.
Mo. 73. 2c wiearliest pmks of both Bejuco and Chame.

No. 74. 2¢ on cover with Sona “star” marking

THE BALBOA COMMERATIVE
Panama issued its first commemorative stamp in
September 1913, It commemorated the sighting of the
Pacific Ocean by Balboa in 1513, The earliest recorded
cover is dated 29 September 1913, Since the U.P.AE.,
letter rate had been reduced 10 2 centesimos before it
was issued, uses of the stamp on cover are scarce.
No. 75. Block of six paying postage, registration fee
and a._cknnwin:lgm:nl of receipt fee.

THE FIRST POSTAGE DUE ISSUE

The history of this issue is given in “Canal Zone
Stamps.” Before 1915 Panama issued no postage due
stamps. Ordinary postage stamps were used to show
collection of postage due. The Canal Zone began using
overprinted U.S. postage due stamps in 1914 and
Panama objected that this violated the Taft Agreement.
The issuc was ordered from the American Bank Note
Company in 1915. COPAPHIL as yet has no record of
any Panama covers with these stamps. Covers that exist
may be in collections of the postal history of the
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couniries where the covers originated as examples of
dual franking.

THE 1915-1918 PICTORIAL ISSUE

The values issued in 1915 commemorated the
Panama-Pacific Exposition in San Francisco. The
higher values were ordered in 1918 and 1920 at the
behest of the Canal Zone which needed higher value
stamps. When they were received they were also
placed on sale in Panama. There are first day covers
of the initial values dated 1| March 1915.

The Helme collection had approximately 150
covers with stamps of this issue. The period of use of
the issue was shorter than that of the previous issues,
s0 covers are scarcer, Only onc use of the 50¢ and 1B
stamps has been recorded. an overfranked philatelic
cover from the Covelesk collection which he mailed
i himself. Uses mclude the earliest recorded cover
from Pocri de Aguadulee -1919. The higher values
may have been used on the type of judicial documents
in Federico Brid's collection, but none of these are
known to be in private collections. Probably less than
400 covers exist. The large format 1¢ and 2c stamps
were not used as often on post cards as earlier issues,
probably due to their size. It is unclear why a 3
centesimos stamp was included in this issue and also
in the following issue. They were not necded by the
Canal Zone and the only logical use would be on a
triple rate printed matter mailing, a seldom used rate.
They are accordingly scarce on cover.

On 15 Aug 1919 40,000 2 centesimos stamps
were overprinted to commemorate the 400"
anniversary of the founding of Panama City. A
special post office was opened for one day at Panama
Viepo , the ruins of the old city. Hevdon has a good
description of the sale of the issue. Only a few copies
of the stamp were sent to Colon and other provincial
capitals. There may be as many as 100 covers and
post cards with the Panama Viejo cancel, but none
ave been recorded from any other town.

The 2% cemesimios stamp only paid the
acknowledgment of receipt fiee and there was still a
stock of Scott H22, soin 1923 the remainders of this
stamp were surcharged to 2 centesimos to be used for
the U.P.AE, letter rate. Covers exist, but are not
VETY COMIMION.

Various errors exist of both of these overprinted
values, some of which may have been deliberately
created for the philatelic market, No information is
available as to whether the errors exist on cover.
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In 1926 the remaining stock of the 10c and Z0c
stamps was overprinted “EXPRESO"” o create special
delivery stamps. The setting included an error in which
the B and P of EXPRESO were reversed, Scott gives the
issue date as 1926, but the Helme collection had four
covers dated 17 Feb 1927 which he described as first
day covers. Coveleski mailed them to himself in the
Canal Zone, three with E1 and one with E2. These were
obviously philatelic as the Canal Zone never offered
special delivery service. Helme had two covers mailed to
Rochester NY later that year, one with E1 and one with
E2. Nothing has appeared in the literature about special
delivery rates and it is unclear from the Helme covers
when the 20c stamp was required. The following items
arcillustrated: )
|Mo. 76. 2¢ on H&G Cla. Pocri de Aguadulce
No. 77. 2¢ x 3. Triple rate cover from Portobelo
No, 78. Only non-philatelic use of 5¢ with inverted

cenler.

CENTENARY OF INDEPENDENCE ISSUE

This issue commemaorated the 100%™ anniversary of
Panama’s declaration of independence from Spain in
1821 to join Bolivar’s Republic of Colombia. The
history of the issue is given in “Canal Zone Stamps™
Apparently both Panama and the Canal Zone
overestimated their requirements for values greater than
5 centesimos. Perhaps they anticipated larger philatelic
sales. Al though they were used in preference to any
earlier items in stock, the Canal Zone did not use up its
higher values by 1924 and burned quantities of them in
1937. Panama had to resort to surcharging the higher
values in order to use up its stock. Some items were also
overprinted for use as revenue stamps.

Ancther motive for overprinting was probably a
desire 1o increase philatelic sales. For example, there
was no particular reason to overprint stamps with
“HABILITADA" because they had mnot been
demonetized and could have been used without the
overprint.

The 1. 2 and 2 % centesimos stamps were issued on
13 Mov 1921 and first day covers exist. The other
stamps were issued on 28 Nov 1921 and first day covers
of some values also exist. | know of no large holding of
covers from this issue and it is difficult to estimate the
number that exist. They do not seem to be nearly as
common as covers of the preceding issue. Probably |
and 2 centimos uses on post cards account for almost
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half of the retained covers, as they do with previous
issues. There may be as many as twenty five covers
with 2 centesimos uses at the U.P.AE. letter rate. No
uses of the 24 and 50 centesimos Stamps of Cover
have been recorded.
Remainders were used as follows:
1933 Y centesimos overprinted “HABILITADA™
1936 5 centesimos surcharged BO.01
1936 10 centesimos overprinted “HABILITADA"
1937 10 centesimos surcharged “CORRECQ AEREO
10¢
1937 | centesimo overprinted “1937-1938"
1937 B centesimos surcharged “1937-1938 2¢
1937 15 centesimos surcharged “1937-1938 2¢"
1937 24 centesimos surcharged “1937-1938 2¢™
1937 50 centesimos surcharged “1937-1938 2¢™
The quantity is only known for the 1937 airmail
surcharge which was just 6000 stamps, None of these
remainders are common on cover, There is a first day
cover of the “HABILITADA"10 centesimos stamp
dated 19 Sep 1936
The following items are illustrated:
[No. 79. 2c w/ABNCO. 2c + French postage due
\No. 80. 2c on H&G Clb Parita to U.S.

THE HURTADO COMMEMORATIVE

This stamp was issued on 28 Nov 1921 to
commemorate the 100" anniversary of the birth of
Manuel Hurtado, First day covers exist. Sales seem
to have been less than anticipated, so on 1 Nov 1928
remainders were overprinted to commemaorate the 25
anniversary of independence from Colombia. First
day covers of the overprinted stamp also exist. In
July 1937 the remaining stamps were overprinted
=1937-1938." All three of these stamps are scarce on
other than first day covers,

THE 1924 ARMS ISSUE

My description of this issue was published in the
March 2000 COPACARTA. My article describing
and illustrating some of the scarcer uses on cover
was published in the November 2003 American
Philatelist. The issue was used intermittently from
1924 1o 1947 with some late use in the next five
years, The quantities issued varied from 14,000,000
of the 2 centesimos stamps to only 15,000 of the 50
centesimos and 1 Balboa stamps.

The exact date of issue is unknown. The earliest
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known uses are on 4 Apr 1924 covers to Colombia with
SCADTA consular stamps added. Three of these have
been recorded. Only three covers with the 24 centesimos
stamp have been recorded, one a philatelic cover sent by
Coveleski to himself in the Canal Zone. A 9" x 12"
envelope with the 50 centesimos and 1 Balboa stamps
was auctioned by Alevizos about 15 years ago — its
curren! owner 15 unknown. There was also a 50
centesimos stamp used on at least one of the souvenir
covers of the U.S. Army Goodwill Flights. No other
covers of these values are known.

There are probably more than a thousand post cards
with the | centesimo stamp, most sent 1o the United
States. There are as many or more covers with the 2
centesimos letter rate. The issue offers an opportunity to
find covers from many interior towns, The Helme
collection (which | do not own) had about 175 covers of
the issue and | now have about 225. My covers come
froam 30 towns and two Panama substations, The Helme
collection had covers from six additional towns and one
additional substation. There are also cancels from two
ships, the 5.5, Zacapa and the 5.5. Colombia and covers
mailed aboard paguebots cancelled in New Orleans and
Jamaica. The two collections include the earliest known

covers from the following towns:
Bogqueron 1947
Capira 194]
Changuinola F4 193]
Cocuyo 1935
Divala 1927
Guarare 1935
Macaracas 1941
Fuerto Armuelles 1930
San Francisco 1928

Cocuyu, probably a post office in the province of
Colon, is the only Panama post office from which a
cover is known which has not vet been located. Covers
from some other interior post offices may exist.

The issue can be found on covers to unusual
destinations. A 1941 scamail cover 1o Macao was
returned because the war with Japan had begun while it
was en route and mail service had been suspended..

The issue also offers the opportunity to find examples
of numerous different postal uses, including registerad
mail with and without acknowledgment of receipt
requesied and uses on sea mail to Europe, Africa and
Asia during the 1930's,

Stamps of this issue were overprinted andor
surcharged as follows:
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1936 24¢ overprinted w/Arosemena portrait & dates
and surcharged 2 centesimos
1936 30c overprinted w/Arosemena portrait, dates &
CORREQ AEREQ & surcharged § centesimos
a. Y with same o/p & surcharge,
1939 2c¢ overprinted “Normal de Santiago Junio §
1936~
1940 1c overprinied “LUCHA CONTRA EL
CANCER™
%41 e overprimted “CONSTITUCTOM 1941
1941  lc overprinted “CONSTITUCION 1941%
1941 Zc overprinted “CONSTITUCION 1941*
1941  5¢ overprinted “CONSTITUCION 19417
1941  10c overprinted “CONSTITUCION 1941
1941 15c overprinted “CONSTITUCION 1941~
1941  30c overprinted “CONSTITUCION 1941~
1941  IB overprinted “CONSTITUCION 1941
1941 24¢  overprinted SCONSTITUCION 194)
AERED” and surcharged 15 centesimsos
1946  ‘'ac overprinted “CANCER B'. 0.01 1947
1946  lc overprinted “CANCER B/, 0.01 1947
1946  12¢ overprintad “CANCER B/, 0.01 1947"
1946 24c overprinted “CANCER B/, 0.01 19477
1947  24coverprinted “Habilitada CORREOS B/, 050"
First day covers are known of all of these items
except the 1946 and 1947 cancer postal tax stamps,
but those of the Arosemena issue and the 1947 50c
surcharge are quite scarce( covers other than the first
day covers of these two stamps are also scarce).
The Normal de Santiago issue was only sold in
Santiago for one day on 5 Jun 1938, Many stamps
were used on cacheted souvenir covers which are
quite plentiful. Covers are known with stamps with
the overprint either inverted or double. These were
probably deliberately prepared. The following items
are illustrated:
{Mo. B1.1c x 2 on H&G CZa Horconcitos to David.
{MNo. B2, Earliest recorded cover from San Francisco,
END- 83. 2 c on H&G C2a Aguadulee (unique mark)|
{MNo. 84. 2ex2 El Real to ULS, 7 Dec 1941,
E‘Hu. 85. 5c on registered cover from Divala.

! Hand drawn registration marking.

THE BOLIVAR CONGRESS CENTENNIEL
This 1926 issue was discussed in my
COPACARTA article in the June 2001 issue. The
quantity of philatelic sales that would be possible
was overestimated. There was a limil on sales per
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customer which probably reduced these even more as
otherwise dealers might also have overestimated their
potential philatelic sales. First day covers exist, but do
not seem to be very plentiful. Uses on cover are limited
with | centesimo post cards and 2 centesimos covers to
the United States the only items that are at all common.

The issue was only on sale for a limited time and the
remainders were put in storage. On 17 December 1930,
some of the 4 centesimos stamps were surcharged |
centesimo and issued to commemorated the 1007
anniversary of the death of Bolivar. The choice of this
denomination was curious as it was chiefly used on post
cards and printed matier. A 2¢ commemorative would
have generated much more revenue. First day covers
exist, but are not commaon.

The rest of the remainders were used as follows:
1932 % centesimo a'uu'printn:l"I-L-'l.BlL]1'Al_'M"

1932 1 centesimo overprinted “HABILITADA™
1932 2 centesimos overprinted “HABILITADA™
1932 15 centesimos overprinted “HABILITADA™

and surcharged 10 centesimos
12 centesimos overprinted “HABILITADA”

and surcharged 10 centesimos
1933 20 centesimos overprinted “HABILITADA™
1935 5 centesimos overprinted “HABILITADA™
1937 % centesimo overprinted *1937-1938"

1937 lcentesamo overprinted “1937-1938"
1937 2centesimos overprinted “1937-1938"
1937 4 centesimas surcharged “2c 1937-1938°
1937 8 centesimos surcharged “2c 1937-19387
1937 10 centesimos surcharged “2¢ 1937-1938"
{937 12 centesimos surcharged “2c 1937-1938"
1937 15¢ surcharged “5¢ CORREQ AEREQ”
1937 20c surcharged “5¢ CORREQ AEREQ
1937 24c surcharged “5¢ CORRED AEREQ™
1937 50c¢ surcharged “10c CORREQ AEREQ”
1937 Sc overprinted “S¢ CORRECQ AERECY”

The quantities of all of these overprints are small and
it is a challenge to obtain an example of each on cover.
 The following items are illustrated:

MNo. 87. 2ex2 on H&G Cla Sixaola o U.5.

1933

THE SECOND POSTAGE DUE SET
These stamps were issued in 1930, The exact date
they were placed on sale is unknown. They are quite
scarce on cover. COPAPHIL has recorded only a couple
of uses. It is probable that most covers are in collections

a
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of the country of origin, rather than Panama
collections.

No. 89. 2¢ x 3 on 1933 letter from Australia

THE DR. AMADOR COMMERATIVE
A 2 centesimos stamp was issued 3 July 1933 to
commemorate the 100™ anniversary of the birth of
Panama's first president. First day covers are known.

THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE ISSUE

This set of six values was issued 24 Jul 1933 1o
commemorate the 25® anniversary of the creation in
1908 of the Mational Institute. The Institute was
located along the border with the Canal Zone and
was the only teacher training facility in Panama until
the opening of the Normal School in Santiago in
1938. A Panama postal sub-station was openead i the
Institute in the 1940's, First day covers of this issue
are known, but other uses on cover are not plentiful.

THE 1936-1937 U.P.A.E & U.P.U. ISSUES

Most Panama stamp issues from these thru 1940
contained both regular and airmail stamps. This
article will discuss only the stamps for regular mail.
The set for regular mail contained 10 values. It was
issued on | Dec 1936 for the 4" U, P.ALE. Congress
which was held in Panama. First day covers exist,
but are quite scarce.

About half of the stamps were overprinted U_P.L.
in large letters and issued on | March 1937,
Cuantities issued per Dr. Helme's notes were:

LU.P.AE. LLP.LL
We 110,000 100,000
I 115,000 115,000
2c 270,00 270,000
S 1 (0, WD 50,000
1oe T.500 7300
15¢ 7,500 T.500
20¢ 7,500 T.500
25c 5,000 5000
Siic 5,00 5000
1B 5 00 5000

Phillippe Boulon has information about this issue
on his webpage, hitp://perso.club-internet. fripboulon
including photocopies of some of his covers. A
quantity of the ¥ ¢ stamps was apparently purchased
b packet makers and they are much more common
mint than used.
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Probably about 2500 mint sets of each issue were
sold leaving only small quantities of the 25¢, 50¢ and [ B
stamps to be used. Phillippe has a philatelic use of a 25¢
U.P.A.E. stamp on a first flight cover. No other covers
have been recorded with these three values from either
issue. The 25¢ stamp depicts Christopher Columbus and
topical demand has made this the scarcest mint stamp of
the sets. The following item is illustrated:

:_EH:I_ £ used from David to Switzerland

THE 1927 FIREFIGHTERS ISSUE

Six regular stamps were issuwed 25 Nov 1937 1o
commemorate the 50" anniversary of the Panama fire
department. First day covers exist from Panama, Colon
and David. A commemorative handstamp was used on
covers with these stamps for several days afier they were
issued and only covers dated 25 Nov 1937 are first day
covers. The 10¢ and 12¢ stamps of this issue are quite
SCATCE On COVer,

THE 1838 U.S. CONSTITUTION ISSUE
Five regular stamps were issued 7 Dec 1938 1o
commemorate the 150" Anniversary of the US,
Constitution. First day covers exist with single stamps
and also with the complete set of stamps. They have a

COPACARTA

large rectangular cachet which is the first Panama
cachet to include the term first day of use. The 5¢,
12¢ and 15¢c stamps of the set are scarce on covers
other than first day covers,

THE CANCER POSTAL TAX ISSUES

Effective 15 Jun 1939 a lc postal 1ax stamp was
required to be added to all first class mail and postal
cards. A set of four stamps in a common design
commemarating Pierre and Marie Curie was issued
to be used to pay the tax. A portion of the money
raised by the sale of the stamps was earmarked for
cancer research and treatment. The design included
the yvear date 1939, First day covers exist.

THE 1939 PANAMA CANAL ISSUE

Nine regular stamps were issued 15 Aug 1939 to
commemorate the 25™ anniversary of the opening of
the Panama Canal. Denominations were 3¢ ¢, 2e,
5¢, 10c, 12¢, 15¢, 50c and 1B. The %, 10, 12¢,
and 15¢ are guite scarce on covers other than first
day covers and the 50¢ and 1B have not been
recorded on cover, The 15¢ stamp overprinted
AEREQ and surcharged Tc was issued 12 Aug 1940,

CLASSIFIED
Classified per ling; one issue §.50, four issues $1.50.
Business cards; one issue §1.50, four issues $5.00,

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE. COOPACARTA, Volumes | thru X; per volume U.S. $12.00, Canada $13.00, Foreign
£15.00; complete set volumes I - X U.S. $95.00, Canada $105.00, Other $125.00; Volumes X1 thru XIX per volume
115, $8.00, Canada $9.00, Other $11.00; complete set Volumes X1 - XX LS. §50.00, Canada $57.00, Other 565.00.
Postal History and Postmarks of the Audiencia de (uito by George Maier — hard cover $33 soft cover S28 (add $2
fior postage outside of the 1S, or Canada). Prices include airmail postage. Send orders and checks payable to Robert
A. D"Elia to COPAPHIL library c/o 1290 Howard Ave. Suite 321, Burlingame CA 94010. Indef

WANTED PANAMA: Mint sets and singles 1910-2002. Paying 40% to 60% of Scott prices. James Lewis, 5517 4T
Court East, Bradenton FL 34204. Telephone (941-755-4268) 12/03

WANTED PANAMA: Examples of the several printings of the following stamps — Third Panama Issue: Scott 72 and
74; Fourth Panama Issue: Scott 77, 78, 79 and 81. These will be used to complement my study of the Canal Zone
overprints on these stamps. Unused or very fine used preferred. Please send details to George McKenzie, 59 Portchester
Road, Fareham Hampshire, PO16 3AL, United Kingdom or e-mail gmams(a@biopenworld.com. 1 2403

PANAMA POSTAL MARKINGS THRU 1950. Copies of this 200 page handbook are available to members at a

discount. Price in U.S. $20,00, Canada $25.00, rest of world $30.00. Prices include airmail postage. Limit. one copy
per member. Send checks payable to COPAPHIL to Box 2245, El Cajon CA 92021. Indef
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91. Earliest recorded cover from Panama to be carried by airmail within Colombia
“P" handstamp on SCADTA stamps in violet (shows poorly on illustration)
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I OFFICERS FOR 2002-2004

PRESIDENT ........ DebbieFriedman. ......... 10 Reddy Lane, Loudonville NY 12211
VICE-PRESIDENT  (Vacant)
SECRETARY ....... Larry CHBIN . o o ot eanm i 2919 Aldersgate Mediord OR 87504 I
TREASURER .. ..... James A, Cross ... .......... . Box 2245, El Cajon CA 92021 (619)-561-4859

I APPOINTED OFFICIALS
COPACARTA EDITOR James A Cross .. ........ooocooen Box 2245, El Cajon CA 82021 (618)-561-4950
LIBRARIAN . .. ..... Robert A. D'Elia . . ... 1290 Howard Ave #321 Burlingame CA 84010 I
SALES MANAGER .. JamesACross ... ..  Box 2245, E Cajon CA 2021 (610)-561-4959
WEBPAGE ........ Patrick Lamastus . . ... .. .. 5408 Birchbend Loop , Oviedo FL 32765

OVERSEAS REPRESENTATIVES

EURDPE ........ EncHamis ..... 18 Wiltshire Ave. Crowthome Berks RG45 6NO. UK

Dr. Emeesto Arosemeand |

...... Apartado 8415, Panama 9, Panama

umﬁawmmmu

to COPACARTA and the author

COPAPHIL NEWS
NEW MEMBERS
410  BUSHMELL, David ..... 11 E Orange Grove Rd Apt 2713 .. Tucson AZ 85704 ... ... USA
408  COLEMAN, Emiott .. ... 11 Martine Ave 10 F1 ... ... White Plains NY 10606 .. USA
412 CRAGG, Robert ....... 310 Wells Fargo Bank Bldg . ... .. Hopkins MN 55343 . ... .. USA
413 FUENTES, Julio ....... 200K FamRd ... ........... N. Caldwell NJ 07006 .. . . USA

409 PARKS, Lamy ... .. .. 2081 Calle Yucca . ... .-
e e .o 889 Woodhousa Lane . .

411 POWER, Mail .

NEW OR CORRECTED ADDRESSES

336 DIAZ-SEIXAS. Josa ... #DO0235 Box 527848 . . ..

Mr. Parks collects Colombia codes 07, 12 & 20and
Panama code 62, Mr. Bushnell collects Colombia codes
02-11. The remaining new members have been recruited
via the Internet and have not vet fumished an application
with collecting interests shown,

As of the end of February 87 copies of the Panama
Postal Markings have been sold or distributed 1o
philatelic libraries. The handbook was reviewed in the
first issue of the London Philatelist for this year and a
review by Joseph Hahn will be published in a
forthcoming issue of the American Philatelist. The first
printing was 100 copies, but we can print additional
copies if there is demand. Thus fare we have received
only a handful of additions to the listings.

Allan Harris showed four frames of Ecuador
Acrophilately at SANDICAL where the American
Airmail Society had its annual meeting. Charles
Meroni's Panama Registration exhibit has been accepted
for showing at Valencia 2004,

Our president would like to stant broadcasting
notices to members by e-mail, If you have e-mail, please

. Thousand Oaks CA 81350 USA

" gale. Cheshire H33 452 . . ENGLAND

....... Miami FL 33152 ... ..... USA

take the time to send her vour e-mail address at
rbreuer | {@nycap.rr.com.

We have been contacted by a non-member living
in New Zealand. He has an extensive collection of
Colombia ms. cancels including a number on national
stamps not listed in the latest published listing
compiled by James Negus and printed in the Main
Sheet in 1993, Ome iz
stamp is of particular o
interest. It the pale green
20¢ stamp of the State of
Magdalena at the right.
It has an undecipherable
ms, cancel with the date
1870. Does anvone have
any information about
this item?

A list of additional
recorded manuscript
cancels will be published in the next issue.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’'S DESK

Colombia and Panama have cerainly been in
the philatelic spotlight in recent months. Jim Cross’
article on the “1924 Panama Coat of Arms lssue”
was in the Movember American Philatelist followed
in February by Tom Myers’ major article on
“Colombian Air Mail Sopplementary Markings
from the Mancomun Period”. The February Global
Stamp News column “Have vou ever Considered
Collecting “X™ extolled the virues of collecting
Colombia’s 1904-8 Mumeral Issues and the March
London Philarelist” includes a major effort by Eric
Harris and Colin Foss on “Cachets Relating (o the
SCADTA Agencies Abroad™, The December 22 and
December 29 issues of Linn's Stamp Market Tips
column made a plug for Colombian States
highlighting Antinquia issues. These kinds of
articles draw attention to many overlooked
possibilities for collecting and study.

Another showcase for Colombia and Panama is

TEXPEX where we will meet April 2-4. Besides
two programs and a general mecting, the star
attraction is the exhibition. Based on information
available at this writing. it appears this will be the
largest and most diverse exhibition of our specialty
outside of Colombia. As soon as a final exhibit list
is available it will be posied on our website -
www.copaphil.org. It is not oo late 10 make plans
to attend.

| am also pleased to announce that our next
publication project will be a Handbook of the Postal
Stationery of Colombia and Panama. The goal is
publication by June, 2005. This will require the
cooperation of many collectors to build on the work
that has already been done. We will discuss the
project at TEXPEX.

Debby Friedman
rbrever] @nycap.rr.com

TREASURER'S REPORT

INCOME STATEMENT 1 JUL - 31 DEC 2003

BALANCE SHEET AS OF 31 DEC 2003

INCOME ASSETS
MEMBERSHIF DUES 1901.50 CASH IN BANK 2185.49
PUBLICATIONS SALES 1073.50 PETTY CASH 4524
CONTRIBUTIONS 396.90 LIBRARY CASH ACCOUNT 244.19
INVESTMENT INCOME 119.33 ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE 130,25
TOTAL INCOME 349123 INVESTMENTS 10.510.38
TOTAL ASSETS 13,115
EXPENSE
PRINTING 2,122.14 LIABILITIES
POSTAGE 642.34 PREPAID DUES 251.35
COMPUTER EXPENSE 100.00
SUPPLIES 78.59 RESERVES
MAIL SALES EXPENSE 75.96 BALANCE 30 JUN 2003 12,429.53
EBAY FEES 37.53 NET INCOME FY 2003-2004 43467
TOTAL EXPENSE 3056.56 TOTAL RESERVES 12,864.20
NET INCOME 43467 TOTAL LIABILITIES & RESERVES13,115.55
NOTES

1. Accounts receivable are payments for Handbooks and memberships paid via PAYPAL
2. Printing expense includes the cost of printing the Panama Postal Markings Handbook as well as

two issues of COPACARTA.
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SALES MANAGER'S REPORT
by Jim Cross

Despite having less lots than almost all of our
previous sales, Mail Bid Sale 26 tumed out to be
the most successful sale we have ever had. 90 of
114 lots sold for a total of $4903.50 This is the a
higher percentage of sold lots than in any of
previous sale and the realization was also near
the record. It added more than 3475 to our
publications fund after subtracting the cost of
printing the sale catalog.

Successful bidders were notified during the
second week of February. The high rcalization
was due to the availability of some very scarce
material, especially the muliiples of the first
Panama issue. It was encouraging to find that a
number of our newer members bid in the sale and
were able to add some scarce material to their

collections. Consignors will be paid about mid-March
when all payments have been received.

There was one misprint in the sale catalog.
The reserve for lot 56, the ABNCo. proof of the
1932 Colombia 2¢ red, should have been $75.00,
not §795. This lot is available at that price. The
following additional lots are unsold and are
available at their minimum bid shown in the
catalog: 1, 6, 12, 13, 19, 40, 63, 66, 70, 71, 74,
75, 78, 79, §2, B4, 8BS, 97, 100, 101, 102, 105 and
111,

I plan to conduct sale 27 this fall with
consignments  accepted between 1-15  August,
The catalog will be mailed with the September
issue and the sale will close on 30 September.

THE MARKET REPORT

This has been a quiet quarter for specialized
Panama and Colombia material. | have only received
three catalogs and | did not notice lots worth
mentioning in any of the on-line catalogs that |
checked.

A forthcoming Antonio Torres sale includes an
1895 registered cover from Baranquilla to the
Sandwich Islands (Hawaii) which also has a San
Francisco transit registration label. This is only the
second recorded cover from Colombia with this
scarce label,

In the middle of January 1 attended the
ORCOEXPO show. This is a large bourse held each
January in Anaheim not far from Disneyland. It has
about fifty dealers and in the past [ have often found
quite a few covers for my collections. This year |
saw very few items and the ones available were
guite ordinary.

There continue to be items of interest offered on
eBay. Alvaro Barriga offered a complete mint sheet
of fifty of the 1903 Colombia 50 pesos stamp. It had
an opening bid of $1400 and was unsold. However,
| am mentioning it here for the record as it is the
first complete sheet that | have seen.

Another unsold item from several months ago
was a pre-siamp folded letter from Aratoca to San
Gil. This is the first reported cover with this
marking. It had a low opening bid, but a reserve
which was not met. It is shown below.

Another interesting item was a 1903 mourning
cover sent from Cali to Caragena. It has a
handstamped “No Hay Estampillas™ marking. | have
this marking on an unaddressed cover, but | had
never seen it on a postally used cover. Although the
cover has a torn corner, it sold for $158.50.
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PANAMA AIRMAIL POSTAL HISTORY TO 1941

by Jim Cross

The 3rd of Movember 2003 was the centennial of
Panama's independence. This is the last of three
articles prepared to commemorate that event.

AIRMAIL VIA SCADTA IN COLOMBIA

The first mail from Panama to be carried by air was
sent to Barranquilla, Colombia by boat and flown by
SCADTA, to destinations in that country. It was
franked with the Panama stamps required for mail to
Colombia plus SCADTA stamps sold at its agencies in
Colon and Panama. These were SCADTA stamps
overprinted with the letter “P.™ At first the letter was
handstamped in purple while later stamps had a black
printed overprint. The earliest recorded cover with
franking of both Panama and SCADTA stamps is
dated 30 Jun 1923, but there may be covers from the
earlier “two cover” system in which the Panama
stamps were placed on an outer envelope addressed (o
the SCADTA office in Barranquilla. Lot 289 in the
recent auction of the Gebawer collection contained a
1922 example of a “two cover” mailing with a return
address in the Canal Zone, but it could have been
mailed from Panama. Afier | June 1929 the
overprinted consular stamps were replaced by an issue
of stamps for use in all countries sending mail by this
service, Colombia Scott C63-79. Use of these stamps
wits discontinued on 15 Jun 1931 when an agreement
was signed with Colombia for that country 1o provide
airmail service 1o mail franked with airmail postage in
Panama.

Many of the covers which have been recorded from
this service are philatelic, often bearing excess
SCADTA postage while the Panama stamps indicate
the letter weighed much less. Three covers dated 4
Apr 1924 include the earliest uses of stamps of the
Panama Arms issue and may be first day covers of that
issue. CQuite a few covers show use of a 5¢ Panama
stamp, although the U.P.ALE. letter rate was only 2c.
4¢ postage would only have been need on items
weighing over 30 grams.,

Following items are illustrated:

Mo. 91. 1923 cover. Stamps w/ handstamped “P™
Mo, 92. A 4 Apr 1924 cover.
No. 93, 1928 registered cover, No SCADTA “R™
SCADTA postage due mark
EARLY FLIGHTS
The United States Army made a number of survey
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flights from the Canal Zone to Central America. No
outgoing mail from Panama is known to have been
carried on these Mights. On several of the return flights
mail was carried.. While most of the addressees were
in the Canal Zone, a few covers sent to addressees in
the Republic have been recorded.

Charles Lindbergh made a good will flight to
Central America arriving in Panama on 9 Feb 1928,
Panama issued two locally printed stamps to mark his
arrival, Scott 255-256, but these were only used on
ordinary mail as no mail was carried on his retum
flight. Commemorative cancels honoring Lindbergh
were used on all mail originating in Panama and
Colon for several weeks after he armived.

THE 9 FEBRUARY 1929 AIRMAIL

Almost exactly one year later Lindbergh returned
to the Isthmus on a survey flight for the proposed
Foreign Airmail Route 5 (FAM-3) which carried mail.

Panama authorities assumed they would be able 1o
dispatch mail on his retumn flight. An airmail stamp
was created by overprinting the existing 10¢ special
delivery stamp and surcharging it 25 centesimos, the
proposed fee for airmail letters in addition 1o the
regular postage. Part of the stock of an existing 2c
stamped envelope was overprinted CORREO AEREO
with red and blue bars across the face for use for this
airmail. The contractor, Pan-American Airways, was
managed by Juan Trippe, a Panamanian citizen. Wide
publicity was given to the flight and hundreds of
covers were brought to the post offices in Panama and
Colon to be carried on it. Trippe himself prepared a
large quantity of envelopes addressed 1o his New York
office for distribution as souvenirs of the flight.

However, the U5, law governing foreign airmail
routes specified that no mail from foreign countries
could be carried on these routes until there was a
signed agreement governing such mail which was
approved by the U.S. Congress. An agreement was
quickly prepared. However, congressional approval
was delaved and despite efforts by diplomats on both
sides, only mail from the Canal Zome could be
dispatched on the return flight of Lindbergh’s plane,
Trippe decided 1o make the best of the situation by
dispatching another plane to carry the Panama mail to
Miami. (This flight is sometimes termed the “Outlaw
Flight™). The postal authorities in Miami refused to
backstamp this mail, except for registered covers and
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sent it on to the addressees by ordinary mail, not by
air. Bob Karrer has published a detailed description of
these events in the Isthmian Collectors Club journal,
based upon contemporary accounts in Panama
MEWSPapPETs.

Examination of covers carried on this flight
indicates that the 25 centesimos fee may have been a
flat charge without regard 1o the weight of the cover.
Covers were mailed on this flight from both Fanama
and Colon using a commemorative handstamp (Figure
13. The *r” in “Internacional™ was omitted on both
handstamps. One of the most unusual items in my
collection is a wrapper from a matchbox sized
registered parcel sent to Cuba. Although the regular
postage on the cover shows it weighed between 61 and
90 grams, it has only one 25c airmail stamp. The
registered covers on this flight are the only Panama
registered airmail covers showing the 5 centesimos
registration rate. This rate was raised 1010 centesimos
on 1 April 1929 before I'l:.',glllEﬂ}' scheduled airmail
began. The following item is illustrated:

No. 94. R:gml:mdmwmﬂubi I"mrnﬂ'Fnh flight. |

OVERVIEW OF PANAMA AIRMAIL

All foreign airmail from Panama thru 1941 was
carried by contractors on United States Foreign Air
Mail Routes. Panama was served by routes 5, 8 and 9.
FAM-3 initially went from Miami to Havana to Belize
to Tela. Honduras to Nicaragua to David to Panama to
Colon. It was later extended to Colombia, Venezuela,
Trinidad, Jamaica and back to Cuba completing the
so-called Lindbergh Circle. As better planes became
available, some intermediate stops were eliminated
and Cienfuegos replaced Havana as the Cuban stop.
The contractor on this route was Pan-American
Adrlines.

FAM-9 initially went from Panama to Peru with
stops in Colombia and Ecuador. It was later extended
to Chile, Argentina, Uruguay and Bolivia. The
contractor on this route was Pan-American Grace
Airlines (PANAGRA).

FAM-8 went from Brownsville, Texas Io
Guatemala, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Panama and
Colon. $tops in Mexico and Costa Rica were added
later. The contractor was Pan-American airlines.

The sirfields for Panama and Colon were located in
the Canal Zone, Albrook Field served Panama and
Ancon C.7. and France Field served Colon and
Cristobal C_Z.. The planes carried separate pouches
with mail for the Panama citics and the Canal Zone
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cities. However, mail for cither would still be
delivered no matter which pouch it was in. Thus if
someone from David wanted to send airmail 1o the
Canal Zone before such dispatch was authorized, it
could simply have been put in one of the Panama
pouches, Backstamps on incoming registered airmail
show that some mail addressed to the Canal Zone was
handled first by Panama, especially items from
Europe.

Before transatlantic and transpacifie air service
began it was possible to send airmail to Europe or
Asia by paying the airmail fee to the United States and
adding regular postage at the U.P.U. rate for the rest of
the trip (Spain and Portugal were members of the
U.P.A.E. and only 2¢ postage was required on letters
to them). Mail for Europe was flown via Miami to
Mew York and mail for Asia was flown via
Brownsville to Los Angeles or San Francisco.

FIRST FLIGHTS

The American Airmail Catalog (AAMC), lists the
first flights from Panama on FAM-5, FAM-8 and
FAM-9 for each leg of the trip. It illustrates two
Panama markings as figures 5g and 9d and describes
the others as similar to 5g with appropriate legends.
Unfortunately figure 5g illustrates the Panama
marking without “PRIMER (see note 2 below), Since
the illustration is referenced for later flights, it gives
an incorrect impression. Figure 9d is an example of
the usual marking, but is a rather poor reproduction.
A more accurate drawing is shown below.,

AGENCIA POSTAL DE PANAMA |

PHMER SERVICID DE CORRED AERED |:

FANAMA-CHILE |

This is the first type of Panama marking. Beginning
with the 12 Oct 1929 extension of FAM-9 to Buenos
Aires, Argentina a second type of handstamp was
used on which the center line containg a drawing of a
plane and the words “PRIMER YUELO” (first ﬂ:ghl}.
Om the extension of FAM-9 to Argentina the plane is
at the right and the text is at the left. On all subsequent
flights the the plane was at the left and the text at the
right as shown below:

AGENCIA POSTAL DE COLON
Sgrow. FRIMER
VUELO

PANAMA — PUERTO ESPARA
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This handstamp is not illustrated in the AAMC,
The bottom line of both handstamps was changed for
each flight. The table below shows the bottom lines

used on each flight. From Panama's point of view the
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important event was the first airmail service to
different countries. Therefore, individual marks were
seldom used for different legs to the same country.

PANAMA FIRST FLIGHT MARKINGS CROSS-REFERENCE TO AAMC LISTINGS
DATE TYPE FROM BOTTOM LINE AAMC REMARKS

23 May 1929 |1 [ravid CHIRIQU =P ARAMA F5-14a to Panama, F3-14 o Colon

o2 May 1929 11 Colon & Panama | PAMAMA-CHIRIQUT F5-11 fr Panama, F5-13 fr Colon
22 May 1929 |1 Colon & Panama | PANAMA-NICARAGLA F&fa fr Panama, F3-10a fr Colon,
22 May 1529 |1 Colon & Panama | PANAMA-HONDURAS F3-%h fr Panama 3-10b fr Colon Mote |
23 May 1529 11 Colon & Panama  [PAMAMA-BELIZE F5-%¢ fr Panama, F3-10c fr Colon

22 May 1929 |1 Colon & Panama |PANAMA-CLUBA F5-24 fr Panama, 3-10d fr Colon

22 May 1929 |1 Panama PANAMA-ESTADOS LNIDDOS F5-%9 Mote 2
I3 bay 1925 |1 Colon F5-10 Mote 3
23 My 19259 |0 Colon & Panama | PANAMA-ECLADCR F9-5Sah fr Panama, Fi-6a'h fr Colon

23 My 1920 |1 Colon & Panama | PANAMA-FERL Fi=5c/d fr Panama, FI-6e/d fr Colon

3 Jun 1929 |1 Dravid PANAMA-CHIRIUI (sic!) F3-22 [servios 1o Cristobal CZ)

BJul 1928 |1 Panama PANAMA-CARTAGENA unbisted Mol 4
Blal 1929 |l Colan COLOM-CARTAGENA F5-19a

& Jul 1929 1 Fanama PANAMA-BARRANOUILLA unlisied Mbe 4
B Jul 1929 I Cialon COLON-BARRANOQUILLA F5-19h

B Jul 1929 |l Panama PAMAMA-CLURALAD unlisted Mote 4
glul 1929 |1 Colon COLON-CURASAD Fa-1%

& Jul 1928 |1 Dravid o mmarking unlised | First dispabch to 115 Mot 5
16 Jul 1929 |1 Colon & Panama | PANAMA-CHILE F4-27 fr Panama, F9-28 fr Cobon Note 6
120t 1929 (1 Famams FANAMA-ARGENTHNA Fi-42

12 Ot 1929 |1 Colon COLON-ARGENTIMNA F-43

13 Jam 1930 Colon & Panams F3-52 fr Panama, F9-33 fr Colon Mole 7
20 Jan 1930 (N Colon & Panama | PANAMA-EL SALVADOR F&-23a ir Panama. FA-4a fr Colon

20 Jan 1930 (11 Colon & Panama | PANAMA-GUATEMALA F#-23b fr Panama, FE-24b fr Calon
20 Jan 1930 |1 Colon & Panama | PANAMA-MEXICU F&-Xic fr Panama, F8-24¢ fr Colan

20 Fan 1930 |10 Colon & Panama | PANAMA-BROWNSVILLE (Texas) (F8-23 fr Panama, FE-24 fr Colon

11 Mar 1930 |11 Colon & Panama | PAMAMA-COSTA RICA F5-37 fr Pansema, F5:38 fr Colon

11 Mar 1930 (0 Dravid PANAMA-COSTA RICA F3-35

10 Apr 1930 |1 Colon PANAMA-COLOMBLA unlisted Mol 8
I Apr 1930 (10 Colon & Panema | PANAMA-NICARAGUA F5-4%9 fr Panama, F3-30a fr Colon Motg 10
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30 Ape 1530 |11 Colon & Panama | PANAMA-CURA-E ELLLL F5-49/ fr Panama, F3-30' fr Colen | Noae 14
T ey 1930 11 Colon & Panama | PAMAMA-VENEZLUELA IF5-56¢ fr Panama, F5-577% fr Colon
| Dict 1930 Colon F5-73 {io La Gusirn, Venerucls) Mole 9
2 Dec 1930 N Panama PANAMA-IJAMAICA Fi-6%a Motz 11
2 Dee 1930 {00 Colen COLON-1AMAICA F3-Tla Mate 11
2 Dec 1530 Colon & Panema F5-69b fr Panama, F3-700 fr Colon | Mode 1]
2 ec 1930 N Panama PANAMA-ESTADDS UMNIDOS F5=68 Node 2
2 e 1930 Colon F5-T0 Moles 2 & 9
1 Feb 1931 [0 Colon & Panama | PANAMA-VENEZUELA F5-28a fr Panama, F5-87h fr Cobon | Note 12
Il Feh 19301 10 Cobon & Panama | PANAMA-PUERTO ESPANA F5-27 fr Panama F53-R2 fr Colon
11 Feh 1931 |II Colon PARAMA-TRIMIDAD {AnL Inglesci) el listed Meote 13
5 Dec 1931 Caolon Fi-124/4a4b fr Colon Mode 9
15 Apr 1932 Colon F3-137 {0 Cozumel, Mexico) Mode 9
15 Apr 1932 Colon & Panama F%-34 fr Panama, FR-37 fr Colon Mole 15
20 May 1932 |1 Colon & Panama | PANAMA-BOLIVIA Fi-62 fr Pansma. Fi-63 fr Colon
4 Dec 1936|101 Cobon COLOMN-LIMA nal leseed Maobe 16
P8 Jul 1937 |1 Panama PaMAMA-CALI Fo-Th
I8 Jul 1937 | Colon COLOM-CALI Fe-77 Moot |

NOTES CONCERNING THE FIRST FLIGHTS

1.  Thehandstamps From botk Panama and Colon bo Hondisras are known with the misspelling “RANAMA-HONDURAS.™ The cmrors soom
o b mare commion than the correct spelling.

2 Since Panama did not consider this the first Might 1o this destination, the word PRIMER was omitted on the second line.

| Mo covers fram Colon, have been seen with & correct commemoralive handstamp; on some covers a handstamp with the wrong
destination was spplied. This might be “Balbaa’s Revenge™ for the events of 9 February.

4, The AAMC does not list dispatches from the ity of Panama on this flight, but covers with the Panama mark sddressed 1o Barmangualla
and Curacas have been seen and covers 1o Cartagena may exis.

& Moeovers from David on this Might have been seen,

&, Mot all covers carried on this flight have & marking and somse have an incomrect marking.

FAM-0 was extended to Montivides on 13 Jan 1530, Asrmail to Uruguay had previously been sent to Buenos Aires and carried 1o
Uruguay by another nirline. A number of the covers carried on the Panama-Buenos Aires first fight were actually addressed w Urnuguay
ar Paragaay. The AAMC lists covers i Montivideo as F9-52 and F5-33, but o such covers have been seen by the suthor and there are
none in the colbections of the individuals cumently exhibitifig Panama Aerophilately.

B The first sirmail was dispasched via SCADTA from Caolon 1o Cali, The second line reads “CORRED AEREQPacifica).

%, Mo examples of covers from this Night have been seen,

10, The 30 April 1930 flight 1o Pucno Cabezas, Nicaragas was not the firs flight to that country, in spite of the wording of the handstamp.

I, Wbmnuilmddqwmdlnkhﬁgﬂnmlmuﬂﬁmmfuhmiﬂmhull;ljﬂmhudiurmsm-pp]ledmauﬂﬁ'um
Colon. One was used in addition 10 or in licu of the usual first fight marking. The marking for Cienfsegos reads “CIENFUEGOS, Rep.
de Cuba ™

12, The covers to La Guaira, Yenezuela read “PRIMER VUELO™ Pansma-Veneruela, but this was not the first flight b0 Ul country.

13.  Two aliernase marks were used from Colon, Both are found on some covers.

14,

I3,
1%
{Ir

The same handstamp was used on mail to Cuba and Miami on this flight. On the second line FRIMER VUELD has been replaced by
PRIMER VUELOMIRECTOWUELD LINDBERGH in smaller font in three lmes .

Ahthough the marking reads “PRIMER VUELO", this was not the firsd flight 1o Ll country,

Colon used o special cachet on this Mlight This is ool listed in the AAMC. A similar cachet was used on the 17 Jul 1937 flight when
Cali was sdded 1o FAM-9. This marking is described, but not illustrated in the AAMC.
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My article “The Wonderful World of Panama
Aerophilately” in the December 2001 issue of this
journal focused on some of the problems that affected
the quality of Panama FFC's.

REGULARLY SCHEDULED AIRMAIL

Airmail for the first regularly scheduled flights
from Panama on FAM-5 and FAM-9 was cancelled
22 May 1929 by both the Panama and Colon post
offices. There were also dispatches to Panama and
Colon from David, in the interior of Panama, which
was a stop on FAM-5. For this flight a different
overprint was applied to an existing 2 centesimos
stamped envelopes with “VIA CORREQ AEREQ
between red and blue lines. Most covers received a
Type | commemorative cachet. On flights to
destinations in Latin America the second line of the
handstamp reads: “PRIMER SERVICIO DE
CORREO AEREO™ (first airmail service). However,
on mail to the United States from Panama the word
“PRIMER" was omitted, probably because Panama
considered the Feb 1929 flight to have been the first
airmail to the United States. .

The handstamps on covers to and from David show
the name of the province, “CHIRIQUL" rather than
the name of the town on the bottom line. Some covers
on the 22 May 1929 flights were registered. These
contain an additional commemorative handstamp
which is not mentioned in the AAMC. Thus far this
marking has been recorded on covers from Panama
and Colon to Chirigui(David), from Panama to
Ecuador and Peru, and from Colon to Nicaragua and
Honduras. Other combinations of origing and
destinations may exist. The same marking with the last
line reading “NICARAGUA-PANAMA™ 15 known on
an incoming registered cover to Colon and similar
markings may exist on incoming registered covers
from other countries to Panama and Colon,

PFRIMER SERMDD DE CORREC AEREQ
PANAMA-CHIRIQUI J

DOMESTIC AIR SERVICE
O 28 Nov 1931, a plane named “3 de Noviembre”
inaugurated the first internal airmail service by a
domestic carrier. A special 5 centesimos stamp (Scott
C15) was issued for use on this flight for which 5
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centesimos was charged, rather than the existing
domestic rate of 7 centesimos. The plane flew from
Colon to Bocas del Toro and back with stops at
Panama, Taboga, Chorerra, Bejuco, Anton, Penonome,
Aguadulce, Santiago, Puerto Armuelles and David.
First flight covers are known from each of these
towns, If covers were sent from each town 1o each
destination there is a possibility of 110 different origin
and destination combinations. It is not known if all
combinations exist as most covers séen from the
smaller towns are addressed to either Panama or
Colon. All covers received special commemorative
cancels.

PANAMA AIRMAIL RATES

Four different airmail rate schedules were used
between 22 May 1929 and 7 Dec 1941. The decrees
establishing the rates have not been published in
philatelic publications and the exact effective dates for
the second and third rates are unknown. The rates
were:
Rate Schedule 1. In effect thoughout 1929, Letters
required regular postage plus an airmail surcharge per
15 grams (z ounce).

Diomestic airmall - 2o plus I

Wicaragun, Honduras, Belive, Ecusdor - 2¢ plus 153¢.

Colombialcnatal cithes), Cumcan - 2o ples 15

Cuba, 1.5, Cannds - 2e plus 20c,

Earope, Asia and Africa 25¢ by wir o UL, pont and 3¢

by ship to destination (Spain and Poriugal only 2¢
by ship &t U.P.AE. raic)

Peru = 2c plus e

Chile - 2¢ plus 45¢

Argenting, Uruguay and Parnguay - 2¢ plus Sl

The requirement for the additional regular postage
was dropped sometime in late 1929.

Rate Schedule 2. Probably effective | January
1930 or soon thereafter. In effect until 1937, This rate
schedule was published in the souvenir handbook
prepared for the 1931 Congress of the U.P.AE.
{(Postal Union of the Americans and Spain). The
published schedule omitted Venervela and Brazil.
There is some question about the rate on letters mailed
in interior towns in Panama which did not have
airmail service. Many covers originating in such towns
continue to have regular postage added for several
years — it is not known if this was due to ignorance of
postal rates or if it was required to pay for the letter to
be carried o an airmail dispatch point.
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Domestic airmail = Te (po To airmail Samps |sseed until
1938, 50 mail had & regular 2e postage siamp o
¢ samped envebope plus a Sc wirmail dampl

Codoembila (coastal cities) and Costa Hica - 10¢

Curacan, Ecuador, Trinidsd and Yenezueln - | 5¢

Canada, Cuba, Guatemals, Honduras, Belize, Moxioo,

Micaragua and LS. - 2o
Bahamas, Barhados, Polivia, Calombia (interior cities),
Cruadalupe, The Gutanas, Leeward 15, Virgin s,
Windward Is.. Martinigue, Peru snd Puerto Rico - 25¢

Haiti, Dominican Republic - 3k

Chile = 35c

Asgentinia, Braril, Parsguay and Linsgusy - dle
Ma information is available conceming the rate o Asin when
Pacific Clipper service began from San Francisco.,
Rate Schedule 3. Airmail rates were reduced by more
than half. The exact date is unknown. A 21 Dec 1937
cover in the David Leeds collection is the carliest
recorded with the new rates. However, it was not until
Feb 1938 that the first 7c and 8c airmail stamps
needed to pay the new rates were issued. No rate table
is available, but from the evidence of covers it appears
that there were rates for the first 15 grams and lower
increments for each additional 15 grams. This
schedule remained in effect until 15 Jun 1939, The
partial list below shows only rates confirmed from
examination of covers. The rate to Europe was
effective with initiation of Atlantic Clipper service, It
was only in effect for a month,

First 13gr. Additional 15gr.

Daoenestie Te

Argenlina 15¢ 13
Baolivin i

Eeranil I8c

LUamnads &

Colombia (coastal cities) Te

Cosla Rica Te

Curacan 15

Ecundor e

Europe 45

United States B Te

Rate Schedule 4. Effective 15 Jun 1939, Rates
remained the same as in Schedule 3 with an additional

l¢ postal tax stamp required on all airmail letters.

THE AIRMAIL STAMPS AND THEIR USE
Seott assigns major numbers to 76 stamps issued by
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Panama between 192% and 194 1. These include two lc
and two 2c stamps, sixteen 5S¢ stamps, seven 50c
stamps and seven | Balboa stamps; none of which
paid any single airmail rate. The twenty lower value
stamps could only be used in combinations o pay
airmail rates. The twelve high value stamps could only
be correctly used to pay multiples of the airmail rates.
10,000 copies or less of fifteen of these stamps were
issued. The majority of Panama airmail letters during
these twelve years were sent to the United States.
Airmail to Argentina is the next most common, in part
due to a large preserved correspondence to Libreria
Atenco in Buenos Aires. Covers, other than first flight
covers, to other destinations are not common and no
examples to some destinalions may have been
preserved. COPAPHIL has no record of a collection
with examples of covers other than FFC's to each of
the twenty Latin American Republics during the
second rate schedule period 1930-1937.

THE 1929-1930 OVERPRINTS,
The six stamps issued in 1929 were overprints
and/or surcharges on existing stamps:
9 Feb 1929, 25¢ on 10¢ Special Delivery Stamp.
Scott C1 32,400 issued
22 May 1929, 10c on 10c Special Delivery Stamp
Scott C2 50,000 issued
22 May 1929. 15¢ on 10c Special Delivery Stamp
Scoft C3 50,000 issued
22 May 1929 25¢ on 20c Special Delivery Stamp
Scott C4 10,000 issued
25 Jan 1930 Sc on 10c Special Delivery Stamp
Scott C5 50,000 issued
28 Feb 1930 1B pictorial stamp overprinted
Scott C6 10,000 issued
The first four stamps were issued on the dates of
first flights and were primarily used on first flight
covers on those dates. C5 was issued primarily to be
used in combination with other stamps to make up
rates for which no airmail stamps were issued. The |
Balboa stamp was prepared for use on the first direct
flight from Panama to Miami (it was originally
intended that the 1B rate would include a special
delivery fee). All of these stamps are scarce on other
than first flight covers and the 1B stamps are
especially scarce on cover. The following covers are
illustrated:
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No. 95.C2 on special delivery letter David to Panama

Mo, 96. C4 on registered letter to Cuba. Late use.

No. 97. Registered FDIC with only recorded use of two
F30's to pay the 10¢ registration rate

No. 98. C6 used on registered front to LS.

THE 1930 AIRMAIL STAMPS.
Stamps in two designs were issued. The three small
format stamps were issued first, followed by the larger
format stamps. Four additional stamps in the small
format were issued later, three in 1941 and one in
1949,

20 Jan 1930  15c deep green Scott C7
20 Jan 1930 20¢ rose Seott C8
20 Jan 1930 25¢ deep blue Scott C9
4 Aug 1930 5c uliramarine Seatt C 10
4 Aug 193010¢ orange Scott C11
4 Aug 1930 30c deep violet Seott C12
4 Aug 1930 50¢ red Seott C13
4 Aug 1930 |B black Scott Cl4

The number of these stamps printed is not known.
Omly covers with single uses of the 20¢ stamp exist in
any quantity. The 5c did not pay any airmail rate until
1946 and is usually seen in multiples or in
combination with other values to make up rates for
which no stamps were issued. The 50c and 1B are
guite scarce on cover, although they were the only
airmail stamps in these denominations in use from
1931-1936. The following covers are illustrated:
No, 99, C7 on Colon FFC, Both Trinidad markings.
Mo, 100. C7 x 3 on 194] Letter to Spain
No. 101. C10 on cover from David. Required 2c more

postage o the LS, T¢ was domestic airmail.
No. 102, C13 on cover to Guatemala
No. 103. Only C14 cover recorded thus far.

THE 1831 “3 DE NOVIEMBRE" ISSUE.

This stamp was issued to pay the special 3c
domestic airmail rate in effect for the first flight of a
domestic airline on 28-29 November 1931,

25 Mov 1931 Scbhlee ScotiC15 400,006 izsued

First Mlight covers are known from all eleven town
at which along the route, but covers from Colon and
Panama seem to be the most common. All cancels are
dated 28 Nov 1931. Only one use of the stamp on a
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cover from these flights to a destination outside of
Panama has been recorded. It was mailed in Guabito
too late to catch the flight from Bocas del Toro on 29
MNov and was sent to David by overland mail. From
there it was sent to the LS. by registered airmail. Far
less than 400,000 of these stamps were used, but there
is no record of the disposition of the remainders, The
fD!!_ﬂ_ﬂ'_il_‘lE, cover i% illustrated.

No. 104, Scott C15x4 on back of cover from Guabito.

THE 1933-1936 PROVISIONAL ISSUES

These stamps were issued during the depression
years, probably to save expenses by using up
remainders of earlier issues and gain income from
sales to collectors. There were three stamps, but two
varicties were produced of each, perhaps to take
advantage of the collector market,

14 e 1932 20¢ on 25¢ | 19mm. surch.) Scott C16

14 Dec 1932 20c on 25¢ (1 7Tmm. surch.) Scott CleA

25 Aug 1934 20c overprinted in red Scow CI17

25 Aug 1934 20¢ overprinted in black  Scott C17A

Jun 1935 10c on 20c¢ (large “10")  Scon CI8
Jun 1935 10¢ on 20¢ (small “107)  Scott C18A

Mo breakdown of quantities issued is available by

Scott type, but the totals are;
C16 and CI16A - 50,000
C17 and CITA - 90,000
C18 and C18A - 50,000,

Mint and used copies of the second type of each
stamp are scarcer than the first tvpe and covers with
them are also scarcer. The 20c stamps paid the rate to
the United States among other countries and covers
are more common than those with the 10¢ stamps. The
following covers are illustrated:

No. 105. C16 1933 air'sea letter to Spain{ LIPAE rate)
Mo, 106, CI17T on air/sea letter to Scotland (cal935)

No. 107. C18 pairon 1935 air/sea letter to Hong Kong

THE 1936 AROSEMENA COMMEMORATIVE.

The 50 orange stamp of the 1924 coat of arms
issue was overprinted CORREOQ AERED and
surcharged 5c to honor the centennial of the birth of
president Fablo Arosemena. Several sheets of the Y
orange stamp of that issue received the surcharge also.
Dr. James Helme believed there were three sheets,
based upon the centering of copies in his collection.




MARCH 2004

Several of these stamps were used on covers 1o local
addressees which were not flown

Dr. Helme atached the following statement to
A P S. Centificate #73783 issued for a cover with C20
submiited by Capt John M. Rooks, Corozal, C.Z.

“A.P.8 Certificate 71743 was issued for a cover
with return address of Metro Golden Mayer o
Panama S.A. addressedto Scadron Optical Company,
33 Central Ave., Panama R.P. franked with Scott 819
cancelled Oct 8 1936, The certificate states “The
A.P.5. Examiner 8] requests that the following be
included with this certificate, since there are
important historical verbal opinions concerning C19,
perhaps only known by this examiner. This cover has
a pencil 15848 in UL corner of the froni. It also has a
W.J.H. magenta handstamp parallel to the L. edge on
the reverse and another pencil notation af the UR
cormer on the reverse, The W I ix not a guaramiee
kmown by this examiner. Mr. Grover D). Luce, a
reliable philatelisi and new issue dealer in Panama
when Scort C20 was issued, wrote this examiner that
‘several sheets of the Y% value were overprinted by
the president 's son and one of the sheets was sold to
Paredes.’ (Paredes became known jfor obaining
‘fervar ' Panama airmail errors never issued at the post
affice.) Gustave Schay, another prominent collecior in
Panama, confirmed this same history in 19635 when his
C 19 plate £ block of 6, obtained from Paredes, was
being examined by this examiner. Examination o
known multiples (until 1976) suggesis three sheels
were printed. The only other known cover with C19
has a Mack of four and was mailed to the Canal Zone
and HAS THE SAME DATE as this cover. Supposedly
this ‘Scadron Optical* cover was semt by airmeil from
Panama o Panama . NOT what would be done by if'’s
deceptive commercial sender. The identical dates on
the two known covers should be considered when
establishing the status of this cover. It Is this
examiner's conviction thar C19 should be considered
as “privaiely overprinted, never postally issued. ™ My
opinion is that this is a GENUINE stamp, GENUINE
overprint and GENUINE cover with a “privately
averprimted stamp and, wnder these circumsiances,
qualifies for this ‘genuine " in all respects ' certificate,
as other expertising services wowld also decide
withow THIS history.”
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Research for the “Handbook of Panama Postal
Markingsto 1950" has revealed further evidence about
these covers. Their CDS has a three bar killer. This
cancel has not been seen on covers with any other
franking - raising the possibility that the cancel was
privately applied and the covers were never mailed.
Several more covers exisl.

24 Sep 1936 S¢ on 50c orange Scott C20 30,000 issued.

24 Sep 1935 Sc on Y orange Scott C19 300 issuved.

Although 30,000 copies of Scott C20 were printed
and there are as many used copies as mint copics on
the market, the stamp is extremely SCarce on cover.
One author characterized it in 1942 as “the scarcest
Latin American airmail stamp on cover.” A cover in
my collection is illustrated. It is a commercial use at
the 7c rate from Panama to David with the additional
2¢ paid by the 2¢ Arosemena commemorative. It is the
only domestic airmail cover addressed to David that
has been recorded prior to 1950, other than FFC's.
No. 108. Scott C19 cover

Mo. 109, Scott C20 cover to David

THE 1936 U.P.A.E. COMMEMORATIVE SET.
The 4* meeting of the U.P.A.E. Congress was held
in Panama in 1936. Ten regular and six airmail stamps
were issued to commemorate the meeting.
I Dec 1936 5S¢ red

Urracd Monument  Scott C21 25,000 issued
1 Dec 1936 10c orange

Allegory Scott C22 0,000 issued
1 Dec 1936 20¢ red

Panama City Scott C23 60,000 issued

| Dec 1936 30 dk violet
Balboa Monument  Scott C24 5,000 issued
| Dec 1936 Mo carmine rose
Pedro Migoel Locks Scott C25 5,800 issued
1 Dec 1936 1B black
Palace of Justice Scott C26 5,500 lasued
Note the small guantities of the three top values.
Probably between 2000 and 3000 mint sets were sold.
First day covers exist, The 30c airmail rate applied
only to mail to Haiti and the Dominican Republic, but
the stamp could be used on covers to the South
American countries to which the rates were higher.
The 50¢ and 1B stamps could only be correctly used
on mail weighing more than 15 grams. It is, therefore,
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no surprise that these values are scarce on cover and
some values may not exist on other than FD{'s,
Following covers are illustrated:

Mo, 110. C23 on registered cover to Guatemala
No. 111. €25 on FFC to Lima, Peru 4 Dec 1936

THE 1837 U.P.U. COMMEMORATIVE SET.

It is possible that the sales of the ULP.ALE. set were
less than expected. Therefore, to use the remainders,
postal authorities decided to overprint them to
commemorate the U P L, All values of the set were
overprinted. The overprinted stamps were issued on |
March 1937, Mo first day covers have been recorded.

29 Mar 1937 5c red Seott C2T 75,000 isswed

2% Mar 1937 10c orange  Scobt C28 47,000 issued

28 Mar 1937 20 red Scott C29 30,000 issued

20 Mar 1937 30¢ dk violet Scott C30 25,000 issued

29 Mar 1937 50c carrose Scobi C31 4,200 issued

29 Mar 937 1B black Seott CI2 4,500 issued

As was often the case with Panama overprints,
several overprint errors exist. C27 exists with an
inverted overprint and C29 and C31 are found with
double overprints. Again probably between 2000 and
3000 mint sets were sold, leaving less copies of C31
and C32 to be used than of C25 and C26, which is
reflected in catalog prices. The remarks concerning
covers of the previous issue apply to this issue as well.
The following covers are illustrated
No. 112. C27HC29 on 1937 cover to France
No. 113, C28 on airmail cover to Ecuador

THE 1937 SURCHARGES.

The quantities of the 1921 Centennial Issue, the
1926 Bolivar Congress commemorative issue and the
1918 1B pictorial which would be used or sold 1o
collectors were apparently overestimated. As a resull,
when these stamps were withdrawn from sale, many
sheets remained in the vaults, especially of the higher
valued stamps. It was decided to overprint and'or
surcharge these stamps in order to dispose of the
remainders. Curiously, four of the airmail stamps were
surcharged 5c and two 10¢, rather than surcharging
them all 20¢, the rate to the United States where the
largest volume of airmail was being sent and which
would also produce more income from philatelic sales.
A number of the overprinted sheets had tropical stains
or developed them after being issued. No first day
covers have been recorded.
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30 Jum 1937 3¢ on 15¢ blue

Bolivar Statue Scott C33 15,70 issued
30 Jun 1937 5c on 20 brown
Bolivar Stetuc Scott T3 7777 1ssued

30 Jun 1937 10c on 10 violet
Municipal Building Scoft C35 6,040 issucd
30 Jun 1937 5¢ on 24¢ black violet
Bolivar Hall Scobt C36 15,400 mswed
30 Jum 1937 5c on | B dk violet & black
Ship in Lock Scoit C37 28,900 isswed
30 Jun 1937 10c on 5lc black
Baolivar Hall Scott C3IE 5,900 issued
30 Jun 1937 Sc dk blue o'p CORRED AEREQ
Bolivar Scott C39 14,200 ssued
Scott C38 is found with an inverted surcharge and
39 with a double surcharge. Perhaps 2000-3000 mint
sets were s0ld leaving about half of the 10c¢ stamps
available for sale at post offices. No first day covers
have been recorded. The 10c rate applied only to
Costa Rica and coastal Colombia (Barranquilla and
Cartagena). Uses of the 10c surcharges on cover may
be even scarcer tham uses of the 5c Arosemena
commemorative. The Sc stamps are most often found
used in blocks to the United States or used with a 20¢
airmail stamp to pay the 25c airmail rates. Domestic
uses with a 2c definitive stamp added are much
scarcer, It is a challenge to find each of the 5c
surcharges used in these three ways. No such
collection is known to exist. A cover 15 shown with
four copies of C39 used on 22 Aug 1937 to Bogota,
Colombia. This cover seems to be underpaid by 3¢,
but was delivered without postage due,

There may still have been some copies of these
stamps in stock when rate schedule 3 was adopied,
but thus far no covers with these rates have been
recorded. If they exist their owners may not realize
how scarce they are. Following item is illustrated:
No. 114, C39x4 used to Colombia 1937

1937 FIRE DEPT. COMMEMORATIVES

Three airmail stamps were issued to commemorate
the 50® Anniversary of the Panama Fire Department.
25 Mov 1937 5¢ blue

Fire Dept. Badge Seott C40
25 Mov 1937 10c orange

Florencio Arosemena Seon T4l
25 Mov 1937 M crimson

Jose Gabriel Dugque Soon C42

Cuantities issued are not known. First Day Covers




MARCH 2004

exist. A commemorative marking was applied to
covers in Panama, Colon and David for several days
after the stamps were issued, but only covers cancelled
on 25 Nov 1937 are FDCs. The 5¢ stamp is scarcest
on cover, because it could only be used in
combinations to pay airmail rates.Some of these
stamps may have been used after rate schedule 3 was
adopted, but none have as yet been recorded. The
following items are illustrated.

No. 115. C40x2+C41 on cover 1o Guatemala

Wo. 116, C42 on 1938 air'sea mail to Czechoslovakia

THE 1938 4™ CARIBBEAN GAMES SET

This set contained only airmail stamps. It is the
first set issued with stamps to pay rates in Rate
Schedule 3. The lc and 2¢ stamps were issued in large
quantities. While they could be used to make up rates
for which no stamps were issued, their main purpose
was probably to provide mint stamps for packet
makers. A number of countries in Latin America
issued such low valued airmail stamps about this time
and | recall seeing them in packets when | was a boy.

2 Feb 1938 lored

Basketball Seoit C43 200,000 issued
2 Feb 1938 Jc green

Baseball Seott C44 150,000 isswed
2 Feb 1938 Tc gray

Swimming Scott C45 200,000 issued
3 Feb 1938 &c brown

Boxing Scott C46 200,000 issucd
2 Feb 1938 15¢ blue

Socoer Geoqt CAT 50,000 issued

The issue also included 20,000 souvenir sheets. A
limited number of these sheets exist with C43 omitted.
The set was issued on 2 Feb 1938, No first day covers
have been recorded by COPAPHIL, but they should
exist. The following items are illustrated:

Mo, 117. 24 Feb 1938 cover with complete set.
No. 118, C44 on Fowler flight commemorative cover
addressed to General H. H. (Hap) Amold.

1938 SANTIAGO NORMAL SCHOOL SET.

This set had one regular and two airmail stamps. It
was issued without publicity in philatelic publications
and not initially listed in major catalogs. Scott listed
it after the next set although it was issued earlier.

5 Jun 1938 Tc on 20c deep violet Scont C53A
30,000 issuwed
5 Jun 1938 8c on 15¢ deep green Scott C53B
30,000 issued
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The stamps were only sold in Santiago and only on
one day, so all covers are First Day covers. Most
covers have a cachet in light green commemorating
the opening of the Normal School.

150™ ANNIVERSARY OF U.S.
CONSTITUTION SET

This set contained five regular postage and five
airmail stamps. It was issoed on 7 Dec 1938, While
the U.5. constitution was the model for the Panama
constitution as well as constitutions of other Latin
American countries and worthy of being
commemorated, the set was probably issued in pan
in hope of large philatelic sales in the United States.
The stamps are multicolored with the center in black
and the flags in red and ultramarine. Colors listed are
for the vignette,

7 Dec 1938 Tc gray Scott C49 60,000 issued

7 Dec 1938 8c ultramarine  Scott C50 60,000 issued

7 Dec 1938 15¢ red brown  Scott C51 30,000 issued

7 Dec 1938 50c orange Scott C52 10,000 issued

7 Dec 1938 1B black Scott C53 10,000 issued

Possibly as many as 5000 mint sets were sold. First
Day covers exist with the complete airmail set and
also with individual stamps. Later uses on cover are
scarce and no later covers with the 50c and 1B stamps
have been recorded. These are the first Panama stamps
for which a marking including the words “Primer Dia
de Uso™ (first day of use) was applied to first day
covers by the post office. Following item is il lustrated:
No. 119.C51 on 1939 double rate letter Boquete-U.S..

THE 1939 25™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE
OPENING OF THE PANAMA CANAL SET
This set included nine regular postage and eight

airmail stamps. Each stamp had a different vignetie
relating to the Panama Canal.

15 Aug 1939 1c dull rose Belisario Porras  Scott C54
15 Aug 1939 2¢ blue green William H Taft Scott C55
15 Aug 1939 5S¢ indigo Pedro 1. Sosa Scott C56
15 Aug 193910¢ dark violet Lucien B Wise Scon C57

15 Aug 1939 | 5¢ ultramarine A. Reclus Seatt C58
15 Aug 1939 20c pink Geo, W. Goethels  Scott C59
15 Aug 1939 50c brown F. de Lesseps Scott Cal

15 Aug 1939 | B black Theodore Roosevelt  Scott Cél
1 have found no record of the quantities issued.
First Day covers exist including some with various
cachets prepared by Walter Croshy. No census of the
Panama Croshy cachets is known. As with previous
issues, C54 and C55 could only be used with other
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stamps to make up higher airmail rates and C60 and
C6l could only be used to pay multiples of airmail
rates. Since rates had been reduced in 1937, the need
for the top values was even less than it had been
carlier. Rate schedule 4 was in effect. Since all covers
with the stamps also include a postal tax stamp, no
single uses of these stamps on cover should exist. This
i5 also true for all later issues listed in this article.
Curiously the set included no 8¢ stamp, although this
was the curment rate for a 15 gram letter 1o the 1LS.
and Canada. This was remedied the nexi year when
the 1940 surcharges were produced,

The following items are illustrated:
Mo, 120, C56x3 on 1940 registered letter from Dolega.
No, 121, C59+C10 on 1939 letter to Hungary.

50™ ANNIVERSARY OF
THE PAN AMERICAN UNION

This stamp was issued 15 Apr 1940, Again the
denomination chosen was unusual, The most common
use was to pay the | 5¢ postage on 15-30 grams covers
to the United States.

5 Apr 1940 15c blue Sco C62 120,000 isswed

First Day covers exist. Following item is
illustrated:
MNo. 122, Cover from Chitre to ULS. Only recorded use

of the Correo-Aereo-Chitre marking.

THE 1940 SURCHARGES.

These stamps were apparently surcharged to use up
the stock of 15¢ and 20c stamps of 1939 issues as well
as meet a shortage of lower denomination stamps.

12 Aug 1940 5S¢ on | 3¢ blue Armando Reclus

Scott C63
12 Aug 1940 Tc on 15c ultramarine Gen Wm. Gorgas
Scoft C6
12 Aug 1940 T on 20k rose pink Gen Geo W Goethals
00 U635
12 Aug 1940 Bc on | 5¢ blue Pan American Union
Scoft C66
COPAPHIL has no record of the quantities issued.
First Day covers exist. Following items are illustrated
No. 123 Registered cover with block of each value.

No. 124. C66 on 1940 cover Chitre-US.

THE 1941 CONSTITUTION SET.

This set contained eight regular postage stamps and
five airmail stamps. The airmail stamps were created
by overprinting or surcharging stamps of previous
issues still in stock.

MARCH 2004

2 Jan 1941 T¢ on 10 orange Special Delivery Stamp
Scott C6T 2040, KD issued
2 Jan 1941 15¢c on 24¢ Coat of Arms postage stamp
Scott C68 15,000 issued
2 Jan 1941 20¢ rose small airmail stamp overprinted
Scort C69 15,000 issued
2 Jan 1941 50c red large airmail stamp
Scott CTO 10,4 isswed
2 Jan 1941 1B black large airmail stamgp (red ovpt)
Scott CT1 7,000 issued
First Day covers exist with the complete airmail set
as well as individual stamps. All of these stamps are
quite scarce on other than first day covers, even the Tc
stamp which was issued in quantity. Following items
are illustrated.
MNo. 125. C68x3 on 26 Apr 1941 letter to England

THE 1941 AIRMAIL DEFINITIVES.
These three stamps were issued in the design of the
1930 small airmail stamps..

1 Jul 1941 %c blue Scott CoA
[ Jul 1941 Tc rose carmine Scott CaB
| Jul 1941 &c gray black Scott Cal

Quantities issued are unknown. First Day covers exist.
The following item is il lustrated.
Mo, 126. C6B x 2 on registered cover 1o Brazil.

AIRMAIL USES OF REGULAR STAMPS.

Panama followed the common practice and
officially limited the use of airmail stamps to items to
b sent by airmail. However, an exception was made
when insufficient airmail postage was affixed to the
letter. In that case it received a handstamp
“DEFICIENTE DE PORTEPOSTAL AEREQ -
SIGUE POR LA VIA ORDINARIO™ (Insufficient
postage for Airmail - Continuing as ordinary mail)

However, airmail could be franked with ordinary
postage stamps. If special airmail envelopes were not
used, the post office usually added a handstamp to
mark the letter as airmail. Most used the words
“CORREO AEREQ” with or without stylized
drawings of aircraft. A few markings included the
town name such as the one on illustration 122,

When transatlantic airmail service was inaugurated
i 1939, covers destined for that service were marked
“TRANSATLANTICO™ or “TRASATLANTICO™.
Several different handstamps have been recorded.
Thus far no similar handstamps for transpacific
service have been recorded, but examples of pre-war
airmail covers from Panama to Asia sent by that
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service are quite scarce. One has been seen with a
manuseript marking. It is not known il this was
applied by the post office or the sender.

Most regular Panama stamps issued after 1924 can
be found on airmail covers. Many of these, especially
the higher values, are quite scarce on cover. The
following items are illustrated:

Mo, 127. 236x3 on 1938 cover to Aruba

No, 128. 241 on 194] registered cover 1o Argentina
No. 129. 334 x 3 on 1941 double rate letter to LS.
Mo, 130. 336 x 3 on 3 Jan 1941 letter to Denmark
No. 131 337-338 on letter to U.S.

LATER AIRMAIL POSTAL HISTORY

The AAMC gives additional first flight events for
the FAM routes through the introduction of jet
service. In addition, other airlines began service to
Panama after World War I1. There is almost nothing
in the literature about those flights.

In addition at some time after the war Panama
began flying mail to the province of Darien and to the
Comarca de San Blas located along the Caribbean
coast, Covers are scarce, but a few exist. This is
another subject for further research.

INCOMING AIRMAIL
Incoming pre-war airmail covers to Panama other
than first flight covers are not common, There are
considerably more covers addressed to the Canal Zone
than to Panama. | have pre-war covers from the U5,
three Latin American republics, five British colonies
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in the West Indies (part of a single correspondence)
and Hong Kong. Incoming registered covers with a
street address are the main source for the “Cartero™
markings listed in Chapter XI of the Panama Postal
Markings Handbook, all of which are quite scarce.

SUMMARY

Panama airmail collectors have historically
specialized in acquiring covers dispatched from
Panama, Colon and David on first flights on FAM-5,
FAM-8 and FAM-9. Some of these first flight covers
are fairly scarce, while others are fairly common.
However, the postal history of subsequent flights prior
to World War 11 offers greater opportunity for
research and assembling a representative collections
presents a greater challenge than the first Mlight covers.
Covers illustrating many phases of that postal history
are scarce and whal exists is scattered. Further
research remains to be done to determine the complete
airmail rate structure and the availability of covers
using the various aimmail stamps. It is obvious that
airmail covers during this period to most destinations
other the United States are not plentiful, but it is not
yel possible to determine just how scarce covers 1o a
particular destination may be.
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417 BRUSIE, Doy 4737 West Ave. LB

T S Quartz Hill CA 3536 .. .. USA

414 FOURMIER, Lowis A . . . .. 265 Murphy Lane ... ... ... : Chicopess MA 01020 USA
415 HEYMSFELD, Ralph ... . 1536 N. Codonial Terr e e een e Brlingion WA 22208 .. USA
416 KARLSOMN, Crjan ... .. o DIRCRMAD o ool i s i e s G e e e Ramona CA 52085 . USA
418 MAESAKS, Atsush (3ee balow) .. Kyoto GO0-8442 . JAPAN
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CHAMNGE OF ADDRESS

Ci4 BRI, Fedenco . . COcasa Miami PTY 15082 1717 NW 82 Ave . Miami FL 33126 .., .. ... USA
24 JOHMESON, James © .. 3500 Yachi Club DrApt 1503 T-2 ... .. Aveduca FL 33180 ... . . usa
CaE KEELER, Davis . ... Box BB ... Berwick MS BOP 1ED .. .. CAMADA
118 LEWIS, James L ... .. Box 1906 . . . e e Onoco FL 34264 LUSa
353 SCHAFFER, Scott . 15 Mature View Trall ... ... .. Bathel CT 06801 LSA
REINSTATED

I CRUZ, Santiagd . Cale AMIB-BD .. ... ... Bogota ............... COLOMEBELA

Mr. Maesaka has the longest street address | have
seen: Urban Tapesiry 201 Avankoji-Dori. Shin-Machi,
Wishi=Iru, Yata-Cho. He collects Colombia codes 11, 17
and 19 (railway related items). Mr. Power, whose
address was in the previous issue, collects Colombia
codes 1-17, 19-20 and Panama codes 50-67. Mr. Karlson
collects Colombia codes 07-09, 18-20 and Panama codes
59, 62, 67-68. He also deals in Panama and Colombia.
Mr. Fournier collects Colombia codes 1-15 and 18-20
and Panama codes 51-56, 60-61, 64 and 68. Mr.
Hevmsfeld collects Colombia codes 01-05 and 10-12.
Mr. Brusie collects Colombia codes 04-005 and Panama
codes 54-56 and 59. | do not have Mr. Ruby’s
application and 1 do not know his address. I any
member can help, please advise me..

The Panama Postal Markings handbook has been
reviewed in the June 2004 American Fhilatelist and
this should lead to additional sales. It has also been
entered in the literature competition at the 2004 APS
Stampshow..

At the recent international show in Valencia,
Spain Hugo Goggel showed “Pioneers of Colombia
Airmail™ in the Court of Honor. Member Jorg Maier
served as the German Commissioner. There were six
competitive exhibits from Colombia and a one frame
exhibit. There were two competitive exhibits from
Panama.. The complete list of awards is not available
as | write this, so it will be reported in the next issue.
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THE EDITOR'S LETTER

Immediately afier our meeting at TEXPEX,
President Debby Friedman had double hip
replacement surgery. Her rehabilitation is going well
and she has returned home after initial rehabilitation
in New York City. She should soon be able to return
to her normal routine, free from pain for the first
time in many vears. Former president David Leeds
has also recovered from surgery to replace a shunt in
his arteries,

This issue is devoted primarily to three topics.
First, there is a report of our meeting at TEXPEX
with descriptions of the exhibits which have not
been previously reviewed in this journal.

Much of the space is given to a definitive article
on the 1900 Clcuta Provisional Issues by Alan
Anyvon. Alan's article first appeared in
COLUMPHIL and 15 reprinted here with the
permission of the author and the edior of
COLUMPHIL. It has been edited to At in the
available space and in our customary format. | have
added photocopies of two covers with these stamps
from our archives, one courtesy of Debby Friedman,

The third article 15 a first time effort by Chnis
Chartrand in this journal. Chris purchased the back
of the book lot from the Helme collection. The core
of this material was from the Gustave Schay
collection which Dr. Helme purchased in the 1960%.

While Schay wrote brieflv about the 1917
Panama registration stamps, this is the first complete
description of the overprinted Hamilton Bank Note

Co. 8 centavos stamp that has appeared in the
literature. Dr. Helme's accumulation of philatelic
covers showing the use of this stamp was sold as
part of the large lot purchased by Charles Meroni Jr,
wha has sent photocopies for our reconds.

Both of these articles include illustrations of
unusual and scarce stamps. | have devoted a color
page to cach of them.

| am working on a article giving an overview of
Colombian registered mail. | have found nothing in
the literature concerning the use of the 1918 4c
registration stamp. If any members can furnish
information about this stamp or examples of its use
on cover, it would be appreciated. Also if amy
members have or know of incoming registered
covers to Colombia franked with 5.CAD.T.A.
consular registration stamps from Argentina,
Bolivia, Chile, Cuba, Peru, Uruguay or Venezucla
this information would be appreciated..

Several members responded to the illustration of
a State of Magdalena stamp in the previous issue.
Although it is not indicated on the stamp, this was
apparently a state revenue stamp. Little is known
about state and departmental revenue stamps and if
any member has a collection of them, this would be
a good subject for an aricle.

Jim Cross

SALES MANAGER'S REPORT
by Jim Cross

Our next sale will be conducted this Tall with
consignments accepted between 1-15 August

REMINDERS

The catalog will be mailed with the September
issuc and the sale will ¢lose on 30 September.

IT IS TIME TO PAY YOUR DUES FOR 2004-2005 IF YOU HAVE NOT
ALREADY PAID IN ADVANCE, DUES NOTICES ARE ENCLOSED

WE ARE TRYING TO GET AS COMPLETE A FILE OF MEMBER E-MAIL

ADDRESSES AS POSSIBLE. IF YOU HAVE E-MAIL, PLEASE SEND AN
E-MAIL TO jimacross@cts.com and rbreueri@nycap.rr.com,

B5
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THE MARKET REPORT

While there have been no specialized Colombia
and Panama auctions during this period, there have
been several outstanding items sold in more general
sales.

24 Feb 2004 Soler & Llach

Lot 1069 - Cover from thel 8 Jul 1919 Enox Martin
flight sold for 700 Euros plus commission,
Lot 3338 - An 1871 stampless cover sent to Genoa
with French Colon-Aspinwall paquebot marking and
two ltalian 50c¢ postage due stamps sold for 1150
Euros plus commission,
Lot 3340 - A |5 Feb 1905 registered cover from
Colon to Germany (probably philatelic) franked
with the 1g, 2¢, 5¢. 10¢ and 20c map stamps with the
unlisted Fourth Colon overprint, with what appears
from the photo to be a genuine copy of the | peso
stamp with the First Panama overprint in black and
Scott F27 sold for 440 Euros plus commission,

27 Febh 2004 Antonio Torres

Lot 1052 was a 26 Jun 1882 cover from
Barranguilla to New York franked with five copics
of the 1881 2 centavos stamp. Estimated ai 5904,
did mo sell,

Lot 1053 was an 1895 registered cover from
Barranguilla to Honolulu franked with the 1892 10c¢,
5¢c pair and registration stamp. This is only the
fourth recorded cover from Colombia with the San
Francisco transit registration label. Estimated a
S1200, sold for $1400.

Lot 1128 was a 26 Apr 1849 letter from Panama
to Lima with the British consular Paid ai Panama
circular marking.

Lot 112% was an envelope with printed return
address of Ferro Carril del Cauca sent 10 Westville
CT in 1882, Marked with the fancy T/Panama
marking (COPAPHIL DUE-PAN-002) with two
LL5. 3¢ postage due stamps added.

30 Mar 2004 George Alevizos

This sale offered a number of lots of
S.C.ADT.A. material (apparently unsold lots from
the CORIMPHILA Gebauver sale. Lot 137 was a set
of handstamped H consular overprints without
period, described by Gebauer as possibly unique.
Lot 138 was an extremelv large lot of consular
overprints, estimated at $15,000-520,000. Lots 144-

|45 were large cover lots. Prices realized are
unavailable
24 Apr 2004 Matthew Bennett
Lot 1221 was a cover from the Asbury Park NJ
franked with the U.5.1882 5c brown (Scott 205) and
addressed to Dr. George Cooke on the USS,
Mohican cfo of the American consul in Panama. It
was overweight and had a US. 10¢ postage due
marking. The postage due was paid by two 5c
stamps of the 1886 Colombia issue. The Mohican
had alreadv lefi Panama and the cover was
forwarded 1o Honolulu and then San Francisco and
Washington D.C. It is only the third recorded cover
with these stamps used in Panama and the second
postage due usage. It sold for $1150,
28-29 Apr 2004 Cherrystone
Lot 1766 was a Zeppelin flight card from the Europe
Pan-America round trip fight. It was mailed in
Panama 15 May 1930 addressed 1o New York where
a U.S. 65c Zeppelin stamp was added and it was
sent 1o Germany. [t sold for the estimate of $1400.
4-8 May 2004 David Feldman
Lot 31573 was the first recorded cover showing
August 1881 use of the 5 centavos stamp of the
1878 Panama issue by the Panama national post
office (See article by Federico Brid in the March
1999 COPACARTA). It sold for 4800 Swiss Francs
approx, $33700) plus commission.
I8 May 1004 Soler v Llach
This sale offers a number of Panama classic pre-
stamp covers as well as some Colombia items.
Prices realized are not available as this goes to
press, but will be reported in the next issue,
chay
Better lots continue to be offered on chay.
Recent sales include two examples of the 1900
Pehlke viewcards. A copy uprated with stamps for
the 1902 5S¢ post card rate sold for $75 and a card
surcharged 5 centavos sold for $125.
slampeircuil.com
If vou have not already found it, the website
www stampeireuit.com offers links to many of the
major stamp auctions. You can use its search engine
to search all pending auctions and it offers the
opportunity to bid on lots by e-mail.
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REPORT OF GENERAL MEETING AT TEXPEX 2004

by Jim Cross

Our eleventh biennial gencral meeting is now
history. Regretfully only ten members were present,
but those that attended were treated to the largest
display of Panama and Colombia exhibits ever
shown in the United States — a total of 69 frames,
These are reviewed below.

The following members signed the register; Jim
Cross, Debby Friedman, Allan Harris, Dr. Gary
Weiss, Charles Meroni Jr., James Johnson, Santiago
Cruz from Bogota, Alfredo Frohlich, Ray Simrak,
Thomas Myers who was a judge and Jose Cruz
Friday evening most of the group ate at a Colombian
restaurant located a mile north of the show hotel. A
Cuban collector who happened 1o come to our table
at the show recommended it 10 us. We were joined
bv Mrs. Johnson. The Colombians in the group gave
the restaurant a “thumbs up” for authenticity and
quality.

Saturday aftenoon, Debby Friedman presented a
slide show on Colombia postal stationery. It showed
examples of what is available including a number of
esoleric items not listed in postal stationery catalogs.

By the end of the meeting the board filled three
vacancies in the organization, Thomas Myers agreed
to become secretary to replace Lamry Crain, Allan
Harris accepted the position of Vice-President and
Santiago Cruz accepied the position of Colombia
representative,

Saturday evening was the awards banquet. |
personally found it the best meal | have ever been
served al an awards banquet. There was also another
first, Santiago Cruz won the first Reserve Grand
Award that a Colombia or Panama exhibit has
received in a show at a bienmal meeting. On the
negative side. the master of ceremonics was unable
to correctly pronounce SCADTA. This was due in
part 1o the use of such a fancy font for the Palmares
that it was unclear what the letiers were, unless the
speaker was familiar with SCADTA. Colombia was
misspelled Columbia in the Palmares and the medals
given to winners, in my opinion, were poorly
conceived. They are not marked with the medal
level nor the vear of the show,

Santiago Cruz brought copies of a hardback book
that he wrote with Dieter Bortfeldt. See the review
clsewhere in this issue. Debbie Friedman brought
color photocopies of her SCADTA airmail exhibn
which she has not shown for a decade. Everyone

67

enjoved looking at iy, especially the members who
are exhibiting SCADTA. It is an outstanding exhibit
and it is not an overstatement to write that our
Colombian members present were amazed by the
material that she has.

On Sunday afternoon, | made a presentation on
Panama airmail to those members who had not left
the previous evening. | had hoped to have some
members of the public present, but there were none.
I covered essentially the material included in the
previous issue of COPACARTA and passed around
full-sized color photos of wnusual material not
included in my exhibit or the exhibit of Allan Harris
al the show,

The consensus among exhibitors (not just those
exhibiting Colombia or Panama) was that the jury
was extremely conservative in awarding medals.
Omly six gold medals were awarded. While the jury
members cannot discuss their deliberations, Tom
Myers did state that for a number of exhibils the
vote was two members for gold and three for
vermeil.

Santiago Cruz  exhibited “The Valiente
S.C.ADT.A. issues. This is essentially the matenial
in his book which is reviewed on page B0. Scout lists
the six basic Valiente stamps as a single set, but the
30c on pink and the 50c were issued first. It was
necessary 1o surcharge the S0c stamps to pay other
rates which were established, until the rest of the
stamps were issued, This four frame exhibit shows
the stamps and their uses on cover on Various
experimental and scheduled flights. Valiente was a
Barranquilla printer who prepared the 1902-1903
Barranquilla issues and also the lengthy 1903 issue
of the Department of Bolivar. This exhibit received
a gold medal and the Reserve Grand Award,

Alfredo Frohlich showed “Survivors — Crashed
and Salvaged Airmail in, from and to Colombia.”
The exhibit contained 120 covers from 43 crashes
between 20 Jul 1920 and 15 Jun 1961, The
outstanding pieces are a cover from the Von Krohn
crash, 1 of 3 covers from the 1929 crash and a cover
from that crash with a label. This exhibit received a
gold medal.

Alan Anyon showed “The Provisional Issues of
Colombia.” This exhibit showed many issues
beginning with an 1863 cover and continuing thru
the Tumaco labels of 1912, Alan has an amazing
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collection of these labels, including a full frame of
the 1901 Rio Hacha “No Hay Estampillas” labels
with many uses on cover. | was surprised 1o find the
exhibit did not include his Cali “no hay estampillas™
labels or the 1900 Chcuta provisionals which are the
subject of his anticle in this issue. Many labels in the
collection are somewhal controversial, Some are
known to have been prepared as a philatelic
speculation. This exhibit received a gold medal,
which was the subject of discussion among members
present, some of whom believed that because of the
omission of the two major provisional issues and the
failure to fully describe the speculative nature of
some of the labels, the medal level was excessive.
Alan also received the A.P.S. Research Medal and
the American Philatelic Congress Award for
Excellence.

Charles Meroni Jr. exhibited “Panama Registered
Mail 1881-1906™ This ten frame exhibit has been
described in previous issues, The material is truly
outstanding and | find it difficult to believe that any
jury would fail 1o award it a gold medal. It received
a vermeil award. Charles also showed his exhibit of
Cayman Islands Registered Mail which received a
silwer award.

| showed my “Panama-The 1924 Coat of Arms
Issue.” which has now been expanded from eight to
ten frames. This exhibit has also been described in
previous issues. It received a vermeil award.

Gian Marco Caruso showed “Colombia: Classic
Collection 1859-1868, Due 10 the scarcity of covers,
such collections have 1o concentrate on the stamps
and on used stamps with legible town cancels. This
exhibit received a vermeil award,

Dieter Bortfeldi’s exhibit is entitled “Colombia
Official Mail and Correspondence with Exemption-
Rate Frankings™ It contains a variety of material
including pre-stamp “DE OFICIO™ mail, official
cubierias, franked and unfranked official mail
official stamps and their use, Pan-American Lnion
free franking and covers from the Colombian
contingent in the Korean War.. This is a difficult
exhibit for most judges, as most have little idea of
the scarcity of this material. 1 especially admire
Dicter's covers from 1886-1904, because | collect
the postal history of this period and have only found
one official cover in twenty-five vears of collecting,
There is litthe recent information in the literature on
the subject and perhaps Dieter will be able to
publish in the future. This exhibit received a vermeil
award.

COPACARTA

Allan Harris showed “Panama Airmail 1918-
1939" This exhibit has been described in a previous
issue, This exhibit received a vermeil award,

James Johnson showed “Agents and Agencies
(SCADTA)L™ As the title suggests this is an exhibit
of SCADTA airmail organized by the originating
agencies both within Colombia and abroad showing
the wvarious markings that were used in these
agencies. | am generally hesitant to criticize the
organization of an exhibit, but there is a lack of
consistency in presentation in this exhibit which
makes it somewhat different to follow. Again there
is limited guidance in the literature as to the relative
scarcity of material from different agencies. This
exhibit received a vermeil award and may be
another which deserved a gold. It did receive the
A_AP.E. medal of excellence.

Dr. Gary Weiss showed “The Canal Zone First
Series, 1904." This exhibit is a perfect example of
the lack of clear-cut guidance for judging philatelic
exhibits, There were only three stamps in the this
series and they were used for less than a vear. Only
one frame is needed to show all of the varieties and
uses, The jury criticized the length and awarded a
vermeil award. This material is comparable 1o the
Panama first issue or the Knox Martin or CCNA
Colombian Airmails. If a complete and
comprehensive exhibit in one frame cannot be given
a gold medal it reduces the desirability of exhibiting
it and denies those amending the show the
opperiunity of seeing some of the most interesting
stamps and postal history. Dr. Weiss showed the
same exhibit at WESTPEX 2004 and | am happy to
report it received its deserved gold medal,

Two exhibits were entered in the single frame
competition. MNon-member Jerome V. Kaspar
exhibited SCADTA Postal Stationery and reserved a
platinum award and the COPAPHIL medal for best
Panama or Colombia exhibit.

Ray Simrak exhibited “The SCADTA System,
Canada o Colombia, South America™, a one-frame
exhibit showing the *“Ca” SCADTA consular
overprinted stamps in singles and blocks with two
complete sheets, including the unigue inverted
overprint on the 50 centavos and the unigue double
overprint on the 30 centaves. He showed used
multiples of the 10 and 30 centavos stamps, eleven
covers and several uses on piece. This is the best
collection of this material that has ever been
assembled and the exhibit earned a well-deserved
gold medal.
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CUCUTA: THE 1900 PROVISIONAL ISSUE
by Alan D. Anyon
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1. INTRODUCTION
In 1808 the Colombian liberal party lost the
presidential clections and the aged and il
conservative candidate, Manuel Antonio
Sanclemente, was elecied. On 7 October 1899 the
“Guerra de Mil Dias™ was initiated in Socorro
{Santander) where the liberals under Cieneral
Gabriel Vargas Santos were fighting the
conservative government. On the 15 of December
1899 the liberal General Uribe Uribe defeated the
conservatives at the battle of Peralonso and General
Vargas Santos was proclaimed provisional
president. Santander, and especially Cocuta, had
always been liberal and was the stronghold of the
liberal revolution against the central government.
2. PROVISIONAL STAMPS
On the 10* of March 1900 General Vargas
Santos issued Decree No. 31 dealing with both
stamped revenue paper and postage stamps. This
Decree is shown on the page 71 with an English
translation on page 72. It authorized the issue of a
total of 595,000 provisional stamps as follows:-
1 centavo 250,000
2 centavos 125,000
5 centavos 160,000
10 centavos 50,000
20 cemavos 10, 000
The stamps were produced by Colonel Carlos
Julio Carrefio, a professional printer and editor,
using the design guidance given in the decree.
However, they are inscribed “Estados Unidos de

Colombia,” not “Republica de Colombia™ as
prescribed in the decree. The imtial issue was
inscribed “Gobiermo Provisoric” and produced in
March 1900. Later, in May 1900, a second i1ssue
inscribed “Ciobierno Provisional™ appeared. Existing
covers substantiate these dates. Colonel Carrefio was
a liberal who served in the batalion “Libres de
Socorro” at the battle of Mantanzas. He was also
responsible for the 1905 stamp issues of both the
province of Cicuta and Santander.

When the national government regained control
of Chcuta it permitted the local Chamber of
Commerce to continue 1o use these provisional
stamps at the full gold rate, despite the fact that they
were  inscribed  “Estados  Unidos™  instead of
Repiblica.

3. VARIETIES OF THE STAMPS

Stamps produced by typography are often pronc
to errors of various sorts and these provisional
stamps are no exception. As they are prinied on
colored paper errors occurred. Two examples are
known of different values appearing as se-tenant
pairs. In addition various téte-béche varieties exist.
All of this information is summarized in the table on
page 73, Some collections have identified an error
where the n in “Gobiemo™ is inverted. Close
examination of a number of such reputed errors has
revealed that the n is not inverted, but merely
overinked or badly printed. Enlarged pictures of
many errors are shown in color on page 82. Others
are shown below.



e
1

JUNE 2004

The provisional stamps were issued with the
small vertical rubber stamped name Andnés B.
Fernandez. the Secretary of the Treasury of the
Revolutionary Junta at the right side of the stamps,
but examples are also known with the name at the
left side. Rarely the overprint was omitted in error.
The higher values of the Provisorio stamps are
found routinely with or without the overprint, but
the lc and 2c values have not been seen with it A
number of stamps of both issues are found not only
with the rubber stamped name, but also with actual
signature of Femnandez. Later in this article the
purpose of that signature will become clear. A
summary of information regarding these rubber
stamps and signatures, based on numerous
collections seen by the writer, is shown on page 74.

4. PRINTING SET-UP

The stamps were printed in horizontal strips only
perforated vertically 11.75-12. While a number of
strips have survived the writer has not seen all
values in this condition and doubd exists whether the
available information tells the complete story.
However, the following summarizes the current state
of that information:

Provisorio | etvo.  strips of 5 clichés
1 evo.  strips of 5 clichés
2evos.  strips of 4 cliches

COPACARTA

5 evos.  strips of 3 clichés
§ evos + 10 cvos strips of
5 glichdés se-lenant
|0 evos, strips of 4 clichés
20 cvos. strips of 5 clichés
10 ctvos. strips of 4 clichés
20 ctvos. strips of 4 clichés
5. Covers
Covers bearing these stamps are extremely rare.
but the writer has been fortunate in seeing a number
of them. The Correo del Comercio did not use a
dated cancel. Dates listed are the transit cancel in
Maracaibo, Venezuela or the Cicuta censor date..
Provisorio
14 March 1900 (Maracaibo ransit)
18 March 1900 { Maracaibo transit)
21 March 1900 (Maracaibo transit}
27 March 1900 {Maracaibo transit )
|6 April 1900 (Maracaibo transit)
Provisional
18 May 1900 {censor mark)
25 May 1900 (censor mark)
1 Juin 1900 {censor mark)
1 Jun 1900 {censor mark)
| Jun 1900 {censor mark)
19 Jun 1900 (censor mark)

Prowvisional

ERRORS OF THE PROVISIONAL STAMP
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vilor du dios centavos, § . G. VAKUAS 5
Dos il peans wn sstampilles de . ¥
valor 4o velnts oentavos : EN i3an aral primer Ayvinlanto G-
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DECREE No. 31
about stamped revenue paper and stamps

The Director General of War

CONSIDERING:
That the Provisional Government created by the Revolution in the territory controlled by it, has taken the rights of collecting
the taxes and provision of services that were previously handled by a wmcoat, no longer recognized and invalid Government

DECREES:

Art. 1. That all acts and contracts that are based on civil and fiscal legislation that have been adopied by the Revolution are
invalid if not written on stamped revenue paper (papel seliado), whilst no special paper has been issue for that purpose, using
existing paper of the invalid Government revalidaied with a special inscription by the General Treasury of the Revalution,
without wihich such acts and contracts are invalid. The revalidation shall consist of the inscription General Treaswry of the
Revolution 1ogether with the signature of the General Treasurer.

Art 2. Production of an issue of postage stamps for the service within the country and to the exterior for the sum of 20,000
pesos for the following classes:

2,500 pesos in stamps of one centavo value

2,500 pesos i stamps of two cenlavas value

8000 pesos m stamps of five centavos value

5,000 pesos in stamps of ten centavos valee

2000 pesos in stamps of twenty centavos value,

Art. 3. The stamps are to be in rectangular format and show the cost of arms of the nation in the center, surmounded by an
inscription reading Republic of Colombia: on top should be a further inscription reading Provisional Crovernment and 1n the
lovwer part the value of each samp should be expressed in letters.

Ar. 4. The total amount of the issue should be received in the General Treasury of the Restoring Army o that the distribution
and sale can be made by that office.

Art, 4, (should be 5). The stamps are 1o be put on sale in the Municipal Treasurers’ Offices and in the post offices.
Art, 6. No stamps can be put on sale unless the emplovees who are in charge of the sales sign for them.
Ari 7. Mo cormespondence will be handled unbess franked with the class of stamps ssued by order of this decree,

Art. B, The varous classes of stamps created by this Decree have the same applications as those previously issued by the
defunct govermment.

Art, 9. Those who violate this Decree, private individuals or employees, will receive a fine of ten pesos for cach violation,
Art, 10. The implementation of this Decree will be in charge of the Quartermaster General who will give instructions to fulfil it

regarding the production of the isse¢ as s00n as possible and with all necessary security.
Given in Cocuta, 10™ March | 900

Creneral G, Vargas 5.
Francisco Lievano M. Principal Adjutant General
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CUCUTA 1900 PROVISIONAL ISSUE

FAPER COLOR
Blee- | White | Deep | Yellow Waricties
green Pink
Gobierno Provisorio {all with period after
CORREOS)
I civo. Provvisorio with'without period.
I cvo. X Provisorio with/without period., Imperf,, cvo without period
Gautter pair 18te-béche imperf., Gutter pair téte-béche imperf. between
| centavo X Provisorio with'without period. Gutter pair téte-béche imperf. between
| ecvos. X Provisorio with/'without period,
2 cvos X Prowvisorio with/without pericd. Imperf..cvos without a period,
5 cvos X % |Provisorio with period.. 5o+ 10¢ se-tenant, Perf 11.75x12x11x12,
Inverted e in Gobierne on yellow, cvos without period.
0 cvos. x x % Provisorio with period, Imperf., Inverted ¢ in Goblemna on white,
Cross in 0 of 20
20 cvos. X X Provisorio withwithout period, Imperf. Inverted ¢ in Gobiemo on

white, Cross in 0 of 240,

The 5c, 10¢ and 20c vabues also exist overprinted vertically *Andrés B, Ferndndez™ normally a1 right hand side, sometimes
additiomally signed vertically on other side.

The perviad after cvo, and evos, sometimes registers badly or is virally absent.

Gobierno Provisional (all without period affer

Provisional )

I emvo X % CORREOS with'without period. | of provisional invened. 2 types of [,
lc#2¢ se-tenant, Inverted ¢ in Gobierno

cermave X CORREDS without period, | of provisional inveried, sentave error,

2 ectvos X CORREDS with/without period. Imperf., | of provisional inverted,
inverted ¢ in Gobierno on deep pink

3 ervos, % 4 CORREOS with/without period. missing | of Provisional,
Inverted & in Gobierno on white, crvor smaller.

il chvos. x 5 |CORREOS with/'without period. | of provisional inverted, 2 types of [,
inverted ¢ in Gobiemo on both papers

M e, x X CORREDS with/without perigd. Provisorio instead of Provisional,
Tée-biche. Imperi.

All values are usually overprinted vertically *Andrés B, Fernandez’ normally ai right hand side,
sometimes additionally vertically signed on other side,

Gieneral Commenis:

I. The normal paper color is indicated with * X", while errors of paper color are shown as “x’

2. True white paper color is virtually unknown as the paper used for some denominations was prone to
toning over a period of time. This has resulted in the cream or even deep bufl shades seen today.
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€. FORGERIES

On the 10% of Julv 1907 Fernandez wrote 1o the
well-known British stamp dealer. Stanley Gibbons
Lid., advising them that Miguel Lascano C. and
Andrés Lascano Berti had been producing forgeries
of the provisional stamps. He stated that: “As the
number of sets of the stamps sold by me in 1900 was
relatively small, and as I am the only holder of the
stock which then remained in my possession, | have
thought it right that this fraud shall not continue. and
that | should guarantee the authenticity of my
stamps to stamp dealers, as they, the stamps, will all
bear my full autograph.” Gibbons published the
letter in Gibbons Stamp Weekly Vol. VL No. & 24
August 1907,

The forgeries are relatively easy to identify due
to a number of constant variations from the genuine
stamps. They appear on all four types of the 1¢. the
2¢ and 20¢ values of the Provisorio issue. The [
centavo type exists only as a forgery. The 5¢ and
i0c values have not been encountered as forgeries
nor have any values of the Provisional issue.

GEHNUINE FORGERY

Gaobiernn Provisovio

CORRECS.

dadsbePog Provioogin,

CORREDS.

24 .l-wm.

a) the T4 of LIBERTAD is malformed.
b) There is no period after PROVISORIC
¢) The figures and letiers of value are smaller

ﬂ{. Y iy=,

than on genuine stamps
dj There are four clear diagonal lines in left
flag of genuine stamps, but only two on
forgeries.

JUNE 2004

In the table on page 73 several téte-béche
varieties are listed. Most of these are bogus ana
exist only on the forged stamps as follows:-

Provisorio
| cvo. gutter pair imperf. between
| cvo. gutter pair imperf.
| centavo gutter pair imperf. betwecn.

The bogus stamps are  illustrated  below.
However, the Provisiomal 20 ctvos. does exist as &
genuine 1éte-béche pair which is illustrated on the
color page.

7. ACKNOWLEDGMENT
OF RECEIPT STAMP

In November 2000 an acknowledgment of receipt
stamp in a style that seemed 1o belong to the postage
stamp issues was sold at auction. It is inscribed
Gobierna Provisorio ot the top, 5 covs. at the bottom
and in the center & monogram of AR with A de R
enclosed with the monogram (Figure 24). It is
printed on green paper similar to that used for the lc
and 2¢ Provizional and the l¢ Provisorio stamps.
However the Provisoric stamps always had the
value printed in non-italic tvpe. It seems probable
that this is a bogus stamp produced by the Lascano
forgers.

STAMP (200%)
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8. ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Mumerous fellow collectors have sent me
photocopies of their holding of these stamps and my
gratitede toes to all of them. | owe a great debt of
thanks to Dieter Bortfeldt who provided photocopies
of material held in collections within Colombia,
historical data on the “1000 Days” war and who
tracked down Decree No. 31 and translated it for
mie. Finally without the help of Debby Friedman, a
significant amount of research that went into this
study would not have been possible. Through her
connections with the Philatelic Foundation, MNew
York, she was able to provide me with valuable data
from their collection. To The Philatelic Foundation

COPACARTA

and to her | gratefully acknowledge that help and
send my sincere thanks.
9. CONCLUSION

Researching this provisional issue has proved ©
be fascinating and rewarding. Some of the
information contained in the major stamp catalogs
has been both erroncous and incomplete. Stanley
Gibbons is the only catalog to mention forgenies, but
they were in a special position having received the
letter from Sr. Fernandez. It seems likely that
collectors will be able to add 1o the data provided in
this article. Please do examine vour holdings of
these stamps and send via the editor any additional
information vou discover.
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PANAMA, THE FIRST 1917 REGISTRATION STAMP
by Craig Chartrand

This stamp and its varicties were described by
Heydon in 1921 (Ref 1). Hevdon's data was
repeated by Gustave Schay in his article on Panama
registration stamps (Ref 2). Neither of these articles
contained illustrations and their descriptions of the
three types of the numeral “5” used in the overprint
setling are not too clear.

Panama did not use special purpose registration
stamps between 1 April 1906 and 31 December
1916. Decree 46 of 14 December 1916 provided for
the use of special registration, acknowledgment of
receipt and retardo stamps beginning | January
1917. The evidence suggests that the main reason
for this decree may have been to use up remainders
of stamps in stock and generate additional revenue
from philatelic sales.

The & centesimos stamp was included in the
1906-1907 Hamilton Bank Note Co. issue primarily
o be overprinted for use in the Canal Zone where
the registration rate was 8 cents. According to Canal
Zome Stamps (Ref 3) 170,000 of the 8 centesimos
stamps were overprinted, but when the Canal Zone
requested additional stamps in 1909, the remaining
stock was not overprinted. Overprinted 8 centesimos
stamps of the 1909 American Bank Note Co. issue
were delivered instead. There were two deliveries of
1 00,000 each in 1909 and 1910, However, the Canal
ZFone then raised its registration rate and no further
overprinted § cents stamps were ordered. Although
they had also been issued in Panama, the B
centesimos stamps saw little use. There were still
30,000 8¢ stamps of the Hamilton issue and a
significant quantity of the Bc stamps of the
American Bank Note Company issue in the vaults.

In accordance with Decree 46, 30,000 of the 8
centesimos stamps of the 1906-07 Hamilton Bank
note issue were surcharged with a large red “R™ and
“3 ets.” in dark red. Scott lists this stamp as F29.
Heydon stated that sources told him that 26,000
stamps were purchased by local collectors leaving
only 4000 for postal wse. He did not name his
spurces and there is no way 1o verify the accuracy of
this account. Since all sheets contain the less
numerous Type 11 overprinis and others contain one
of three other varieties, perhaps collectors believed
they could be sold for a profit on the philatelic
market. even if the war in Europe had disrupted the

stamp market there.

Based on recorded registration numbers, the
approximate volume of registered mail in 1917 was
10,000 from Panama, 13,000 from Colon, 4673 from
Bocas del Toro, 3250 from David and possibly
another 5000 from other interior post offices.
Obviously additional registration  stamps  were
needed and on 28 Jan 1917 the B centesimos stamp
of the American Bank Note set, issued in 1916, was
also overprinted creating Scott F30.

The basic stamps were printed in sheets of 100,
However, the overprint setting only covered a
horizontal half sheet, After one half was printed the
other half was printed in a second pass. Apparently
there was not enough tvpe of the chosen font for the
numeral “5" for all 50 positions in the setting, 50 a
thinner “5” without the upward tumn at the top and
the thickening of the ball at the bottom was aso
used. This constant variety, misdescribed by Scott as
“Large round 5" and listed as F29, occurs eight
times in cach sheet in positions 47-50 and 97-100.

Hevdon also described three other varieties
which are not listed by Scott. A larger. rounder and
thinner 5" was used on approximately 30 sheets in
position §5; there is an inverted “5" in position No.
36 on approximately 100 sheets and a sideways “s”
in “cents” in position 47 on 45 sheets, The inverted
“5" yariety is listed by Scott as F1%a without regard
to the font of the =5.".

The fact that these three varieties only occur in
one position confirms  that the sheets were
overprinted in two passes and indicates that the
setting was corrected between passes,

In addition there was a full sheet on which both
halves have the complete surcharge inverted and
another on which it is inverted on only the bottom
half of the sheet. Scott lists the stamps with the
inverted overprint as F2%c without regard 1o the type
of “5", There are ten possible positions from the
latter sheet in which an inverted surcharge is se-
tenant with a normal surcharge creating the vanery
listed by Scott as F29d. At least one of these has
been preserved in a horizontal strip (see color page)

For ease of reference | have numbered the three
types of the “5" as types 1, 1l and [l Enlarged
examples are shown on the next page in black and
larger examples are shown on the color page.
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TYPEI

550

The following single stamps exist:

TYPEI TYPE I

Description Soot & Cruantity
Type | F19 27,29
Tyvpe Il F29b 2,335
Type I R0
Type Il sideways “5" in cenls 43
Tyvpe | inverted “5" L1
Type 1 invened F29¢ 138
Twpe 1l inveried 12

Depending upon which errors were preserved in
pairs or larger multiples the following may exist:
Tvpes L and [l in H or ¥V pairs,

Twpes | and [ in H or V pairs.

Two type I's, one/w inverted “3" in H or V pairs..
Two type I's, one w/sideways “s” in H pair.

Type Il w/sideways “s™ and Type lin H or V pairs.

This diagram shows the locations of the minor
varieties — all other positions are type |

Inw#

47 | 44 k1]

Wss | 1

=%

i
1]}

gy | e | 99 | 1D
1l 1} 1} Il

On the sheet with the bottom half overprints
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inverted, there are three tyvpes of possible vertical
se-tenant pairs, There can be as many as four of the
first two types.
Vertical se-tenant pair, Tvpe | on top, Type 1l below
Vertical se-tenant pair, Type [l on top, Type | below
The other two pairs will bath be Type L
The layout of the sheet with the 1ete-beche pairs
is shown in the diagram at the top of the right
column. The double border includes the tete-beche
pairs.

There are very few non-philatelic uses of this
stamp on cover, Most uses on the list below are
philatelic covers, The highlighted item seems 1o be
non-philaielic.

1 Feb 1917 Cover with F29, H23 and 16, but no
registration marking, sent from Colon 1o Panama

1 Feb 1917 Colon #1045 10 Balboa CZ
Fhilatelic cover with Scott H23b pair ex-Helme

2 Feb 1917 Calon #1058 10 Ancon CF
Philselic cover with pair of Scott 16-16a {dibl ovpt)

1 Feb 1917 Bocas del Toro 539
To Los Angeles CA (stamps G0 reverse)

13 Feb 1917 Colon #1319 o Balboa CF
Philatelic cover with inveried pair (Scon F2%)

13 Feb 1917  Colon #1321 w Balboa CF
Philatelic cover with Scott H23b pair ex-Helme
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13 Feb 1917 Colon #1322 to Panama

ﬁ 14 Feb 1917 Colon #1377 to Pedro Miguel CZ

“c1s” ex-Helme

Philatelic cover with pair, one with sideways “s™ in

15 Feb 1917 Colon # 1443 1o Balboa CZ

Philatelic cover with Scott H23-H23a pair ex-Helme

15 Feb 1917 Colon #1444 10 Balboa CF
Philatelic cover with pair of Scoft H23,
one stamp with dropped “A." Ex-Helme

23 Feb 1917  Colon #1624 10 Pedro Miguel CZ
Philatelic cover with A/R and Late Fee stamp.

23 Feb 1917 Colon #1627 to Balboa CZ
Philatelic cover with vertical strip of 5,

bottom three stamps with: inverted surcharge ex-Helme

23 Feb 1917 Colon #1635 to Ancon CF

Philatelic cover with A/R and Late Fee stamp,

24 Feb 1917 Colon #1651 1o Balboa CZ

Philatelic cover with AR and Late Fee stamp.

24 Feb 1917 Colon #1652 to Balboa CZ

Philatelic cover with strip of 3 of Scott H23 ex-Helme
one stamp A, only, two stamps BLA. (Scott H23a)

1
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27 Feb 1917  Panama #3776 to Balboa CZ
Philatelic cover with horizontal pair of
type | and type Il ex-Helme

The mailers of the philatelic covers include N. W.
Sievenion, D. E. Riley, F. A. Bitterle, Oscar Lee, A. E
Wheeler, Max Covadlo, John Cozal, J. A. Wright, F. C.
Cody and George Ade from Colon and W.K. Johnson
from Panama, Addressees include Chas. M. Flymn,
Eugene J, Gregg, L. W. Ludlum, Meil Witherby, 1. P.
Coveleski, Siephen F. Jackson, Georpe Smith, 7 Huutie
and Frank H. Bitterle of Balboa, T.Z; W.C. Knight and 7.
McGaha of Pedro Miguel, C.Z: Mike Refkovske and 7.
Henry of Ancon C.Z; and Claude Mallet and 7. Ortiz of
Panama.

References:

1. Heydon, F.E. “The Stamps of Panama™ cal911.
p33.

2. Schay, Gustave. “The Registration Stamps of
Panama. The Congress Book 1961, pl1&5.

3. Plass, Gilbert N. et al. “Canal Zone Stamps™
1986, p78,

F29 on commercial cover from Bocas del Toro to Los Angeles,
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HANDBOOK OF THE SCADTA PROVISIONAL SURCHARGES 1921-1923
A REVIEW by Jim Cross

of these surcharges as well as errors. The book
assigns COLUMPHIL numbers to each item. There
arc thirty major numbers and a total of sixty-one
entrics including varieties,

The handbook is based wpon the collection of
Santiago Cruz which received the Reserve Grand
Award at our meeting at TEXPEX and matenial in
the collections of other SCADTA collectors
Colombia and James Johnson,

It is a well-prodeced and wseful handbook
However, the opportunity to produce an outstanding
and definitive publication on this subject was
missed. The authors failed to contact other
COPAPHIL members who have SCADTA
collections, most notably our President Debby
Friedman whose collection rivals that of Santiago
Cruz. In addition there is further information about
the issue in the archives of the Philatelic Foundation
which was not incorparated.

This handbook, edited by Santiago Cruz and
Dicter Bortfeldt, was published in March 2004 by

COLOMPHIL, the Colombian Philatelic Research
Society in Bogota. It contains 90 pages, each printed
on one side only and is hardbound. Almost all stamp
and cover illustrations are in color and many are
magnified to show significant details.

The subject surcharges are found on the 1921
SCADTA stamps printed by Valiente in
Harranquilla. These include the stamps of listed by
Scott as C17-C24 and C36-C37. However, as the
book documents, there are different types of many

As a result the work falls short of its goal. It is
siill a very useful handbook for anyone who wishes
1o specialize in collecting SCADTA

The authors have made copies available in the
United States for $65.00 per copy postpaid. Due to
the high costs of mailing (the book weighs
approximately 3 pounds) the price to overseas
members is 3B80.00. Make checks available 1o
COPAPHIL and send them to Box 22435, El Cajon
CA 92021.

CLASSIFIED

Classified per linc; onc issue $.50, four issues $1.50.
Business cards; one issue $1.50, four issues $5.00.

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE. COPACARTA, Volumes | thru X; per volume ULS. $12.00, Canada $13.00,
Foreign $15.00; complete set volumes 1 - X U8, $95.00, Canada $105.00, Other $125.00; Volumes X1 thru XA
per volume U8, $8.00, Canada $9.00, Other $11.00; complete set Volumes X1 - XX U.S. $50.00, Canada $57.00,
Other $69.00, A Philatelic Bibliography for Colombia and Panama. Member's price. U5, §17.50, Canada
£20.00, Other $22.50. Postal History and Postmarks of the Audiencia de Cuito by George Maier — hard cover
$33 soft cover $28 (add 52 for postage outside of the U.S. or Canada). Prices include aimmail postage. Send
orders and checks payable to Robert A. D'Elia 10 COPAPHIL library ¢/o 1290 Howard Ave. Suite 321,
Burlingame CA 94010,

Panama Postal Markings 1758-1950. U.S. $30.00, Canada $35.00, Other $40.00. Prices include airmail postage.
Send orders and checks pavable to COPAPHIL, to COFAPHIL Box 2245, E1 Cajon CA 92021 INDEF
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